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Welcome to Ute Country

There are many rhymes about magpies,
but none of them is very reliable
because they are not the ones
that the magpies know themselves.
— Terry Pratchett
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ASPEN FIREWOOD IS OUR SPECIALTY
SEASONED, STANDING
DEAD ASPEN and spruce
firewood now available.
Full cord price $215.
No short cords.
You pick up from Guffey
or delivery (extra charge)
available. Up to 5.25 cords
per load.
We now load thru a rotating
screen to eliminate dirt and
debris to provide a superior
product.
30 Cords 16” Ponderosa Pine
Split 2 Years Ago
Special Price - $200/Cord
3 Cord Minimum

Woodchuck can chuck a whole lotta wood!

Call Chuck at 719-689-0586

Shop and Dine
on Historic
Front Street
in Fairplay
PARK BAR

great food

cold beer

511 Front St

Fairplay, Colorado
719 836-3404

Take Out Menu • 11am-9pm

South Park Pottery & Back Room Beads
Pat Pocius
PO Box 459
417 Front St.
Fairplay Colorado 80440

719-836-2698

backroombeads.com patpocius@gmail.com

526 Front St. • 303-880-7258
www.mountainessentialsllc.com

Artisan
Goats
Milk,
Skin
Care,
and Gifts

Coyote Creek Studio Arts
Call To Artists
Looking for the
unique and
unusual

www.coyotecreekarts.com
patpocius@gmail.com
Pottery Class twice a week

419 Front Street
719-836-2040

At 501 Front Street

South Park’s
One Stop
Shopping

415 Front St, Fairplay, CO • (719) 836-1916

Your Friendly Neighborhood
Italian Restaurant
www.Millonzis.com
501 Front Street ~ Fairplay, CO ~ 719-836-9501

Eclectic Southwest cuisine

Fresh seasonal ingredients,
craft beers, signature cocktails
and a variety of wines.
Dine in our comfortable and
Contemporary atmosphere
Will be closed Nov. 8-Dec. 2 for
or outside in beautiful
maintenance and cleaning.
courtyard garden.

517 Front Street • Fairplay, CO

456 Front Street, Fairplay CO • 719-836-7031

Hours: open daily 11am - Close

Open 12-8pm. Closed Tues. & Wed. Reservations required due to limited capacity

719-838-3461

SaladoRestaurant.com • Info@saladorestaurant.com

Come Celebrate Fairplay’s Wonderful Fall Season

A Look Inside the Artist

John Wagner, painter, portrayer
by Mary Shell

J

eff captured this magniﬁcent magpie with
his camera back in 2016, when Kathy’s
sister, Carol was visiting and we decided to
check out the Colorado Wolf and Wildlife
Center in Divide. We enjoyed our visit with
each other, as well as meeting the wolves
and other wildlife at CWWC. Kathy looks
forward to the next visit with Carol and the
opportunity to explore Colorado together. We
felt the photo and quote were rather appropriate for our November issue as we live in a
day and age when we speak our truth, respect
each other’s differences and recognize that by
doing so, we create a multi-faceted mosaic of
individuality that reﬂects our Creator.
You can learn more about magpies in
Beasts of the Peaks as it features the “Opportunistic Empath.” Take A Look Inside the
Artist; “John Wagner, painter, portrayer” as
Mary Shell uncovers the depths of his talents.
Barbara Pickholz-Weiner tells us how in
“Kindness — doing good does you good” in
Life Enhancing Journeys. Catherine Rodgers
provides examples of how we can “Speak
Godness into goodness” in Musings Along
the Way, making a bridge between our energy
and manifestation. Dr. Bec’s Panning for
Good is “Exploring Legends of the Forest”
where we revisit the elemental realm and
how they impact our lives. For those who
enjoy a well-crafted fable, turn to the center
spread for the only ﬁction in our publication
to ﬁnd “Tears of the Crystal Diamond” by
Gilrund the Historian.
Ute Country News is currently seeking
both sales staff and delivery drivers. If you
are interested, please stop in Shipping Plus
in Divide M-F 9-5:30 p.m., call us 719-6867587 or email your intent to utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com.
Would you like to see your pets in Critter
Corner? We would love to feature them! All
you need to do is email utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com or snail mail them to POB
753 Divide, CO 80814 or drop them off at
Shipping Plus in Divide M-F 9-5:30 p.m.
Thank you,
— Kathy & Jeff Hansen
A special thanks to all listed here for their
professional work and time to make this issue
possible. If you have any questions please
contact the publishers.
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T

here are many reasons and subjects
painted by artists. From abstract to
realism, artists have been capturing images for the world to view in wonderment.
I always wondered why an artist would
choose to portray a historical individual
until I was introduced to John’s work. It’s
all about the story. John’s work is impeccable in interpreting the story with crisp,
clear images. His style is unique and
pleasant to view. Vivid colors and colorful
characters set the stage on large canvases.
Looking at one of John’s paintings is like
watching a movie…it’s all about the story.
There aren’t too many artists that dedicate
their talents to portraying historical ﬁgures
and I give John credit
for continuing the old
stories going through
his art.
I see you paint portraits of historical
people, why?
I like painting people that are colorful
and have made a lasting impression. Heroes
as well as villains can
be interesting subjects to explore. Some
people resonate with the present and are
in some way still contributing their story.
They remain popular and we like to know
more about them.
How old were you when you ﬁrst
started painting?
I was a child prodigy. In ﬁfth grade my
teacher set me up with paints and board
to paint during recess. I painted Roman
galleons the Cyclops and the Sphinx and
pyramids. These paintings hung on the
walls for 20 years until the school was
torn down.
What’s your favorite medium?
Oil with many glazes.
Can you explain your process?
I paint in a classical style using underpainting in black and white in acrylic and
later over painting in oil. If people go to
my website, they can see the process in my
videos which shows the paintings in development from pencil drawing to ﬁnished
artwork.
Who inspires you to create?
My family, friends, and all those that
love beauty and creation.
Who’s your favorite artist?
Leonardo da Vinci
What’s your favorite subject?
People famous and infamous heroes
and villains all are part of our history.
What is the most difﬁcult painting you
have created?
My scratch built old-time steam engine,
a C16 2-8-0 consolidation. The model is
28 in high and eight feet long. It is now in
the permanent collection of the Colorado
Springs Trolley Museum.
Is there anything new in your future?
I’m working on a series of historical
portraits I call Americana. I started with
the founding fathers and now I’m painting
the Wild West.
What haven’t you tried that you would
like to do in art?
I’d like to do storytelling and live performance art. Maybe playing some of the
people I’ve painted.
What is your favorite painting that you
made?

Always the one I’m working on at the
present time, which is Lottie Deno the
gambling Queen of hearts.
What is it that you want people to see in
your art?
A better understanding of themselves
and the culture they live in.
How do you choose your subjects?
By their popularity and continuing
interest by the public.
In your process of painting, do you
make several studies before the ﬁnished
work?
Not usually, I work a lot out in my mind
and jump into it.
Do you create a story with your paintings?
Always, I now label them with many

of the names and dates of the people I’m
painting.
I know you work on large canvases,
how long does one of your paintings
take?
Usually I tell people 78 years, but four
to six weeks to ﬁnish them.
I like painting people that are colorful and have made a lasting impression.
Heroes as well as villains can be interesting subjects to explore. Some people leave
a lasting impression and are still in a way
contributing. They remain popular and we
like to know more about them.
You can ﬁnd more about John Wagner
at www.johnphilipwagner.com and also
John Philip Wagner art on YouTube.
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Prescribed burning in
Chaffee County

A

s part of the ongoing hazardous fuels
reduction project, the Salida Ranger
District plans to conduct prescribed burns
in Chaffee County continuing through
December 2021, conditions permitting.
The Mount Shavano Prescribed Fire
project includes burning 434 acres ﬁve
to seven miles west-northwest of Poncha
Springs, Colorado. The North Trout Creek
Prescribed Fire project includes burning
917 acres approximately four miles east of
Buena Vista, Colorado.
“Using low-intensity and managed
prescribed ﬁre helps promote the health
and diversity of different ecosystems,”
said Acting Salida District Ranger Destiny
Chapman. “Prescribed ﬁre projects help
reduce hazardous fuel build up on the
landscape, which enhances public and
ﬁreﬁghter safety.”
The Mount Shavano Prescribed Fire
project is located between Lost Creek
(Forest Service Road 219) and North Fork
(County Road 240); and near Placer Creek
(Forest Service Road 250A) and Droney
Gulch. Temporary road closures of Forest
Service Roads 250, 250A, and 219 will
be necessary during the burns for safety
reasons.
The North Trout Creek Prescribed Fire
project is located between McGee Gulch
and Shields Gulch along Forest Service
Roads 305, 315 and 376, starting in early
November 2021. Temporary road closures

of Forest Service Roads 305, 315, and
376 will be necessary during the burns for
safety reasons.
To facilitate burning, each of the selected areas have been prepared in advance
to ensure safe ﬁre operations. These prescribed burns will help reduce the heavy
fuel loading that poses a safety threat to
the recreating public and ﬁreﬁghters suppressing wildﬁres in the area.
Ignitions will occur only when weather
and fuel conditions meet established parameters and when smoke impacts can be
managed within established requirements.
Ignition and burning operations may continue for several days depending on the
size of area being burned. Fire personnel
will monitor the burns until the ﬁres are
completely out.
Smoke is a natural byproduct of ﬁre and
some amounts are unavoidable. However, ﬁre managers and prescribed ﬁre
specialists look carefully at the proximity
of communities and determine the least
amount of smoke impact to the public during prescribed burning. Expect smoke to
be visible throughout the Arkansas River
Valley and Park County once the burns
begin. Smoke may also linger over the
burn areas for a few days following initial
ignitions. For more information on smoke,
please visit: https://cdphe.colorado.gov/
indoor-air-quality/health-effects-of-woodsmoke.

Prescribed burning in
Park County

A

The Bakery
336 Main Street
Guffey, CO
719-631-1963

dana@theguffeybakery.com
www.theguffeybakery.com
• Breakfast
• Pastries
• Breads
• Pizza

• Sandwiches
• Cookies
• Dinners

s part of ongoing hazardous fuels
reduction projects, the South Park
Ranger District will conduct prescribed
burns in the Wilson, Obrien and Beaver
project areas in Park County, which began
mid-October and continuing through December 2021, conditions permitting.
“The use of prescribed ﬁre helps to increase the overall health of the forest and
protect communities from wildﬁre,” said
South Park District Ranger Josh Voorhis.
“By managing the landscape using low to
moderate intensity ﬁre, carefully managed
by ﬁre and fuel specialists, we promote
more resilient landscapes.”
For both ﬁreﬁghter and public safety,
forest visitors can expect occasional
closures in affected areas during ignition
operations.
The Wilson project area is about 400
acres, located one-half mile South of Lake
George, Colorado, near the entrance to
Eleven Mile Canyon. The project units are
east of Park County Road 61 and west of
Wilson Lake Estates Subdivision.
The Beaver project area is about 200
acres, located approximately nine miles
south-southwest of Lake George, Colorado. It is south of County Road 98 and east
of County Road 100 — south of the Beaver
Valley and Echo Valley subdivisions.
The Obrien project is about three miles
southwest of Lake George, Colorado, and
southeast of County Road 92. Approximately 200 acres are planned for burning

Adopt Me
Vivaca

Winter Hours:
fri, Sun & Mon 8-3 and
Saturday 8-7pm

H
Featuring classic
Italian cuisine.

Saturdays 2-7pm
Reservations recommended!

at this location just south of Forest Road
251.1B.
To facilitate burning, each of the selected areas have been prepared in advance to
help ensure safe burning operations. These
prescribed burns will reduce fuel loading
and the risk to the public and ﬁreﬁghters
suppressing wildﬁres in the area.
Ignitions will occur only when weather
and fuel conditions meet established
parameters and when smoke impacts can
be managed within established requirements. Ignition and burning operations
may continue for several days depending
on the size of area being burned.
Smoke is a natural byproduct of ﬁre and
some amounts are unavoidable. However,
smoke impacts from prescribed ﬁres
are much less than from a wildﬁre. Fire
managers must obtain permits from the
state, which sets conditions to help reduce
smoke impacts. Expect smoke to be visible from the surrounding area, including
the Highway 24 corridor. Smoke may also
linger over the burn areas for a few days
following initial ignitions. For more information on smoke, please visit: https://
www.colorado.gov/indoor-air-qualtiy/
wood-smoke-and-health.
Follow @PSICC_NF on Twitter for
up-to-date information on this and other
topics. Use #LkGeoRX for South Park
Ranger District prescribed ﬁre information and notiﬁcation of when burns will
take place.

by TCRAS

ello, I am a very fun loving, smart, and
beautiful girl. I am hoping to ﬁnd a new
beginning where I can go for long walks, hiking
and some couch time. Please don’t wait, I am
so ready. Call TCRAS 719-686-7707 to set up
an appointment to spend some time with me. It
will be as much a treat for you as me! Hope to
see you soon!
This space donated by the Ute Country News
to promote shelter animal adoption.

Pikes Peak Historical Society
presents Auction 2021

I

n the shadow of the successful online
auction in 2020, Pikes Peak Historical
Society (PPHS) is once again holding
their annual auction online. The auction is the major fundraising event of the
year. It’s easy, it’s fun, and you could
win some very nice items. The auction
will go live off the PPHS website; http://
www.pikespeakhsmuseum.org, just look
for the auction icon that will take you to
the auction site. Once there, everything is
self-explanatory.
Donations of items for the auction can be
made by calling the museum at 719-7488259. “We are looking for services, gift
certiﬁcates, trips, guided tours, handmade
quilts, craft items, artwork, and cash donations are always welcome,” said Jeff McCammon, one of the organizers of the event.
PPHS is among the largest non-proﬁts in
Teller County, with almost 500 members.
Over 99% of the annual revenue is applied
toward the museums and various programs.
PPHS owns and operates two museums; The Pikes Peak Historical Society
Museum, at 18033 Teller County Road #1
across from the Florissant Post Ofﬁce, and
the Schoolhouse Museum located at Teller
County Road #31 and Wildhorn Rd. Access to both museums is free to the public.
PPHS volunteers also manage the
historic Florissant Cemetery on behalf

of Teller County and they present free
educational programs during the year on
natural science or historical topics. The
organization installed beautiful sandstone
signs for the town of Florissant and built
an informational kiosk on the east side of
town. All these programs and more, are
done without taxpayer money. They are
funded completely by donations, memberships, grants, and the generosity of
the citizens of Teller and Park Counties.
They are an IRS qualiﬁed 501(c)(3) [FID
#84-1259188] non-proﬁt organization,
incorporated and operating since 1988.
With pandemic concerns, they were
only able to open their museums on a
limited basis and were not able to offer
their educational programs, but the cost of
upkeep continues.
“We appreciate the support we receive
by donations from businesses in Teller and
Park Counties for our auction. Our auction
has great items for the house, weekend
getaways at several resorts, collectables,
and gift certiﬁcates to local restaurants,”
said John Rakowski, president of PPHS.
Visit the web site, http://www.pikespeakhsmuseum.org, for more information and click on the auction icon to go
directly to the auction site.
“Good luck and happy bidding,” Rakowski concluded.

CRIPPLE CREEK CARE CENTER
Your Colorado Mountain Home

Love of the Colora,lo mountains ,loes not falle with age!
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CPW seeks feedback on
big game hunting

C

olorado
Parks
and Wildlife
(CPW) is
considering
changes to
policies and
regulations
that could potentially impact how big
game hunting
licenses are
distributed
in the state.
CPW is currently seeking
public input
from resident
and nonresident big
game hunters and stakeholders through
an online comment form, followed by a
survey and public meetings next year. The
feedback will help the Parks and Wildlife
Commission and the agency determine if
the current policies need to be revised.
Public interested in big game hunting
can provide feedback now via an online
10-question Big Game Hunting License
Distribution Public Comment Form. Your
feedback will help identify the highest priority topics for review by CPW over the
next year. Feedback must be submitted by
Nov. 22, 2021. (https://cdnr.sjc1.qualtrics.

Adopt Me
Boris

B

With fall comes a time for thanks. We would like
to take this time to thank our community and
families for all your support this last year! We
would also like to give many thanks to our
AMAZING and CARING staff for going above and
beyond in making sure our residents are well cared
for.

com/jfe/form/SV_becxx8XP8pgrf1k)
The big game license distribution topics
being considered are resident and nonresident elk and deer license allocation,
preference points, weighted points and
over-the-counter elk licenses.
To inform the review of license distribution topics, CPW is offering multiple opportunities for the public to get
involved. The timeline for this process is
now through the fall of 2022. For more
information, read the CPW Big Game
Hunting License Distribution FAQs or
subscribe to our Hunting eNews for the
latest hunting information.

by AARF

oris is a Doberman mix, about a year old,
who came from a not-so-good situation. This
poor guy was very skinny and hungry, yet still
so loving and outgoing. The resilience of dogs is
amazing! He holds no grudges and is ready for a
new family who can appreciate his sweet personality. He’ll be a great addition to an active family.
To meet Boris, call 719-761-5320.
This space donated by the Ute Country News to
promote shelter animal adoption.

If you have any questions about our services please
do not hesitate to give us a call.
We are a family-oriented community that takes pride in
the care and services we offer to our residents.

Dedicated
to Quality

*****
5 STAR RMIIIG

Committed
to Caring

Lawrence Cowan, Administrator

700 North 'A' Street -- Cripple Creek

719 .689 .2931

Call to discuss your personal needs and schedule a facility tour

www.cc-care.org
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WPHS receives grants for
STEM and FCS

Body Art Studio

worldwide award winning tattoo artist

Richie Streate

503 Main St. • Cañon City, CO
richietats@msn.com
TheDungeonInc.com

719-275-5050

Celebrating 12 years in business!

T

he Woodland Park High School
(WPHS) in Woodland Park School District RE-2 recently received several grants
totaling $22,000 to provide hands-on, interdisciplinary STEM-based curriculum that
uniquely prepares students for life beyond
the classroom and for students enrolled in
Family Consumer Science (FCS) classes.
Newmont Mining provided a $2,500
grant to complete the remodel of the
Family Consumer Science Room that was
begun in the Spring, 2021. The ProStart
kitchen had an extensive remodel and new
equipment was purchased including food
processors and blenders for all six stations,
three TVs and a camera to use for displaying food demonstrations on the TVs.
“The remodel entailed taking out an
interior classroom wall and opening up
the kitchen to allow for more space for
the culinary and ProStart classes here
at the WPHS,” said Casie Nash, ProStart Instructor. “The grant money from
Newmont, in addition to the $5,000 in
special funding from The Rachael Ray
Foundation will allow us to engage and
educate high school students interested in
exploring restaurant and foodservice jobs
and careers. I can’t wait to see what these
students will accomplish this school year.”
For the STEM-related grant funded
projects, there are two beneﬁciaries:
The ﬁrst is a project to design and build
a Solar Boat, which was awarded $3,500
through the Rocky Mountain AFCEA
(Armed Forces Communications and
Electronics Association) 2021 STEM
Teacher Grant Program. This unique project being led by WPHS science teacher
David Card also received $3,500 from
Newmont Mining.
The AFCEA Rocky Mountain Chapter
is a leader in the Colorado Springs community, unifying the area’s military, government, industry and academic partners
to advance the continuing education of
today’s young leaders in science, technology, engineering, math and computer
science ﬁelds (STEM).
“The Solar Boat team recently conducted our ﬁrst meeting. Over the next couple
weeks, we will be hashing out the theme
of the boat and which sub-groups the
students will be divided into solar, electrical, drivetrain, and ancillary structures
(steering, safety, seating),” said Card. “I
will be driving up to Cheyenne to pick
up the marine grade materials we need in
the next couple of weeks and construction
will commence shortly thereafter.”
The second project is being funded
through a Project Lead The Way (PLTW)Lockheed Martin Cybersecurity grant
in the amount of $10,000. WPHS will
offer a PLTW’s high school program in
PLTW Computer Science focused on the
next race to space being cybersecurity.
No longer is the U.S. trying to best other
countries (USSR/Russia) racing to the
moon, now the measure of the best is
found in cybersecurity.
The opportunity is made possible

through a partnership between Lockheed
Martin and PLTW, a nonproﬁt organization that offers transformative classroom
and learning experiences for PreK-12
students, including hands-on interdisciplinary STEM-based curriculum that uniquely
prepares students for life beyond the classroom through pathways in computer science, engineering, and biomedical science.
WPHS is joining more than 12,200
schools across the U.S. providing opportunities for brighter futures for all students
and will use funds from the grant to add
PLTW’s Computer Science Cybersecurity
course and help cover annual program fees,
teacher professional development, and required classroom equipment and materials.
Kevin Burr, WPHS Principal and Karen
Hamlow, WPHS Assistant Principal wrote
the grant application and WPHS was one of
only three schools in Colorado to receive a
grant. “The funded program is part of our
Cybersecurity career pathway,” said Hamlow. “The pathway will culminate with a
Cybersecurity A+ certiﬁcation (if the student
takes all courses). Earning this certiﬁcation
would mean a student is career ready.”
PLTW programs are nationally recognized and certiﬁed trainers work with
UCCS to allow students to earn 3 UCCS
credits while in high school. “We already
partner with UCCS in our Engineering
pathway courses (2 courses) and will be
working to certify our Computer Science
Pathways. If students complete 3 PLTW
courses, they are eligible for an additional
college scholarship,” explained Hamlow.
PLTW programs also include professional development opportunities that
provide teachers with the support and resources they need to devote more time to
inspiring students. The PLTW Core Training supports teachers as they engage their
students in real-world learning. Teachers
will encounter best-in-class experiences
that keep them on the forefront of how
to prepare students for the demands of
tomorrow. WPHS math teacher Laura
Ferguson is currently in training while
teaching this course. The grant will cover
training for Ms. Ferguson, and a software/
operating system for 2 years.
“WPHS talks about our motto of Real
Learning. Real life. The E in REAL stands
for Experiential. We want our students
to have hands-on experiences with their
learning to push their understanding to the
next level,” said Burr. “Therefore, we are
purposefully growing the programs that
offer students the opportunity to apply
book knowledge to the real world.”
“PLTW is proud to partner with Woodland Park High School to inspire students
to excel in math and science,” said Dr.
Vince Bertram, PLTW President and
CEO. “Together, we’re empowering millions of young people to become inspired
problem solvers. We’re passionate about
equipping the next generation of students
with the in-demand, real-world knowledge
and skills they need to go further whatever
path they choose.”

CC-V Career Exploration Fair
by Annie Durham

B

usiness owners: have you ever wondered who might be running your business in the
future?
Cripple Creek-Victor School is holding a Career Exploration Fair on November 17,
from 2-4 p.m. We are currently reaching out to a variety of industries to represent at the
fair. This is your chance to share the excitement you have for your business or industry
with the future’s workforce! Students will be visiting the fair by grade level (9th-12th)
and each grade level group will have approximately 30 minutes to visit as many tables as
they wish (tables provided). As far as the presentation format and materials, that is entirely
up to you. Our second lunch ends at 1:05 p.m. so we will be doing a very quick turnover
of the cafetorium. Businesses can begin setting up their tables at 1:30 p.m. The Career
Exploration Fair runs from 2-4 p.m. If you are interested in representing your business
and industry, we would love to have you! Please contact Annie Durham at adurham@
ccvschools.com. We would like ﬁnal conﬁrmation by Thursday, Nov 11.

Obituary
Matthew Thomas Kahl

M

atthew Thomas Kahl, loving husband, father, brother, and a devoted
friend, veteran and advocate, passed away
Monday, Sept. 13, 2021, at his home in
Divide. He was born to Colonel Thomas
Allen Kahl (USMC, retired) and Patricia
Kahl on August 19, 1977, in Manassas,
Virginia, and spent his early years traveling as part of his military family to North
Carolina, Norway, and Japan.
After graduating from Jacksonville
High School in North Carolina, Matt
attended Appalachian State University
where he majored in Behavioral Neuroscience. In 2007, Matt enlisted in the
U.S. Army. He served in Afghanistan for
over four years as a gunner in the 101st
Airborne Division, 4th Brigade Combat
Troop, 1/506 Infantry Regiment “Band of
Brothers,” Alpha Company. After injuries
sustained, Matt was discharged with full
disability in 2011.
While Matt’s injury and initial years after discharge were traumatic, they also held
the seeds of the calling that would occupy
the rest of his professional life. After discharge Matt, like many veterans, suffered
from debilitating PTSD, and his condition
did not respond to the various painkillers,
anti-anxiety drugs, and sleep medications
prescribed to him. In 2013, however, Matt
discovered that certain strains of cannabis
provided relief from his symptoms that the
prescription medicines did not.
After this discovery, and now able to
successfully manage his PTSD, Matt
became a “new man” in his words, and
one determined to help others as he had
been helped. Matt became one of the ﬁrst
registered hemp farmers in Colorado and
the country. Matt served on the Colorado
Department of Agriculture’s Pesticide
Advisory Committee. Always intent on
helping veterans, he became the Colorado
state president of the Weeds for Warriors
non-proﬁt and the Director of Horticulture
for the HeroGrown Foundation, both nonproﬁts devoted to providing free cannabis
to veterans suffering from PTSD.

As an
activist,
Matt was
a strong
voice for
veterans
suffering from
PTSD.
Matt appeared on national TV shows like
CBS This Morning and NBC Dateline to
tell his story and advocate for veterans’
health and access to medical marijuana.
He was the founder and director of the
Veterans for Natural Rights, a non-proﬁt
organization devoted to the discovery and
study of plant-based healing compounds.
He hosted 16:20, a radio series on the
Veterans’ Network featuring facts and
stories on the uses of medical marijuana.
Matt was featured in the 2019 documentary From Shock to Awe about veterans’
struggles and recovery from PTSD. Matt
testiﬁed regularly at the state capitol
advocating for veterans with PTSD, and
was integral in the 2017 passage of SB17,
the Colorado state law allowing medical
marijuana in the treatment of PTSD.
Matt is survived by his loving wife
Aimee and his sons Gray and Noah; his
parents Patricia and Thomas Kahl; and his
brothers Nathan Kahl and Charles Kahl
and their families. Matt leaves a void that
will never be ﬁlled but a legacy that will
last forever. Matt’s impact on his family
and the community he served will forever
be felt and missed.
A fundraiser to beneﬁt the Kahl Family and Divide First Responders will be
held Sunday, December 5, 2021, at the
Historic Ute Inn at 204 W. Midland Ave
in Woodland Park. There will be a silent
auction, food and music by The Electric
EBT Blues Trio. Donations accepted by
Lyn Hinkle 719-233-0509, Mary Oliver
at liveyourstorywell@gmail.com or
Wendy Turner, coltynscue@yahoo.com
and also accepted at https://gofund.me/
c4289894.

Stevens Carpet Plus
Your Local Source For All Your Flooring Needs

Adopt Me
Diesel

H

by SLV Animal Welfare Society

i everybody, my name is Diesel. I am looking for a forever home. I left an abusive
relationship and I’m looking for someone who
will admire a sweet, lovable and aim-to-please
type of a guy. I would like my forever home to
have people who are active because I’m only
10 months old. I also like girls. Boys my size
are ok, too. I can play with dogs, just not rough
‘cause I’m still learning! I am over 50 pounds,
neutered, chipped and current on all vaccines.
Please email woof@slvaws.org.
This space donated by the Ute Country News to promote shelter animal adoption.

Add warmth and beauty to your floors
this chilly November with new carpet.

Beautifully crafted brand names —
always expertly installed.

We Wish Everyone
A Happy Thanksgiving!

Visit our showroom at 18109 Teller CR 1
or Call 719-748-1126 or 719-822-6822
For your Free In Home Estimate.
Showroom Hours: M-F 10-5, Sat. by appointment

Closed Wednesday November 24 thru Sunday November 28
• Back to regular hours Monday, November 29
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Beasts of the Peaks

The opportunistic empath

Panning for Good

by Jessica Stevens

Exploring Legends of the Forest

M

by Dr. Bec

I

recently slipped away for an afternoon and
found myself transported to a magical world
full of elves, fairies, dragons and more right
here in the heart of our Colorado mountains.
I punched in my code at the ﬁrst gate on the
right after turning off Teller County Road 11 in
Florissant onto Teller County Road 111, drove
up the driveway and met Carmen Kuhns, artist extraordinaire, on her beautiful moss-rock
covered mountainside. Back behind the barn,
where rugged Icelandic horses graced my view,
a stone strewn, artistically pleasing gravel path
beckoned me to cross into another realm. At the
end of the path, Carmen’s husband Michael had
built what they call, the “Elf House.” This labor
of love was designed to beautifully display
unique collectible art pieces created to bring
hope, healing, and connection to every individual who enters and to infuse them once again
with childlike excitement found in imagination,
dreams, and thoughts of new adventures.
While enjoying the peaceful atmosphere of soft
lights, soothing sounds of a bubbling fountain and
Celtic music, I began looking at the exquisitely
designed ﬁgures in the Elf House. My focus kept
resting on one ﬁgure that encapsulated the excitement I experience when ﬁnding beautiful stones
in the earth (see picture below). The happiness
in the eyes of the elf holding an amethyst crystal
captured my feelings perfectly. The detail in the
face was extraordinary.
Carmen explained the process of bringing to
life the cold porcelain faces is something that
can never be done on a large scale because each
creation is made by one artist and is one of a
kind. As Carmen and many of the other seven
masterful artists create each unique piece, they
visualize a character and then continue to reﬁne
that vision while they simultaneously create,
receiving inspiration about what personality to shape into the porcelain in the moment.
Carmen often gets up around 2 a.m. and begins
seeing in her mind what the ﬁgure looks like.
She then explains, “It’s like somebody’s telling
me what to create right then, like I’m making
it for a reason, for a speciﬁc person.” She has
seen this feeling become a reality as people buy
her work and share their personal connection
with and reasons for choosing that speciﬁc ﬁgure. There are over 2,000 collectible art pieces
in the Elf House for visitors to choose from.
The name of Carmen’s business, Legends of
the Forest, speaks to legends involving magical
worlds and peoples that have been passed down
from a variety of European countries including
Scotland, England, Ireland, Germany and Iceland. Surprisingly to me, there are some similar
legends found in South American countries such
as Chile where the elves are called Duendes.
Parts and pieces of these legends are still being
used to entertain us today. Books and movies
such as Lord of the Rings, Disney’s Frozen, The
Hobbit, or Peter Pan incorporate within them
enchanting environments, stories
and characters
inspired by past
generations.
Carmen shared
that some of the
characters found
in legends are often looking to help
humans and can
be classiﬁed into
the four elements
of earth, air, ﬁre,
and water. She
continues, “Elves
are part of the
earth group along
with trolls and
gnomes. They are
grounded into the
earth and nature.
Fairies are of the
What a ﬁnd!

air and are light and airy, they help those who
could beneﬁt from that. Dragons are associated with the ﬁre element and are for people
who are passive and need more ﬁre in their
lives or need to take more risks. Mermaids are
for cleansing and connecting with water.” The
whimsy, magic, and just plain fun surrounding
the worlds of elves, mermaids, dragons, fairies
and the like, can spark our creativity.
Humans are designed to be involved in creative adventures; it is in our nature! We do it for
a variety of reasons, including:
1 To experience the enjoyment of the creative process itself. The excitement, energy,
words, and imagery experienced during the
creative process can feel like a download of
inspiration in the moment (similar to what
Carmen described previously).
2 To solve problems. “Necessity is the mother
of invention” (Plato). We think of and put
into practice better ways to do things and
beneﬁt from the results.
3 To teach important concepts and/or share something of value. When I think of this reason to
create, I think of C.S. Lewis and how he intentionally taught important life lessons through
his writings and stories such as in the Chronicles of Narnia. This also reminds me of music,
paintings, photographs, movies and books that
have inspired me to do and be better.
4 To disconnect from difﬁcult circumstances
and offer the mind something positive, different and engaging to focus on. Currently,
we are facing many societal challenges
including the pandemic, ﬁres and political
unrest, to name just a few. Many people are
coping in a variety of positive ways including adopting animals, watching movies,
cooking and reading more, learning new
skills and adopting new hobbies. One fun
activity people are currently engaging in is
designing fairy or elf houses.
Recently, I was intrigued when I learned
about a friend and a family member intentionally sprinkling some happier, magical elements
into this difﬁcult time by engaging in creating
homes for tiny fairies in their yards or gardens. Then I found out, it’s a thing. One friend
creates them with her grandchildren. What a
great creative outdoor activity to help engage a
child’s imagination (and a grandmother’s too)!
The idea is to collect natural items to create
homes for tiny fairies. The process is designed
to be open-ended, free of time expectations or
stress, and the house itself can be however simple or elaborate as wanted. There are a couple
of rules, what the creator collects and builds
with has to be natural and gathered in a way
that does not destroy or hurt anything in the
process. This project allows the builders to get
to know their natural environment, to notice, to
touch, and to imagine in happy ways. For instance, did you know it is entirely possible for
a pine nut to become a pot roast, or for twigs to
be formed into bunk beds? This engaging outdoor activity originated on islands off the coast
of New England. Similar to fairy houses, Carmen creates elf houses also built with natural
materials focusing on the Earth element. She
suggests including all four elements, ﬁre, water,
air and earth to create a complete house.
If you have been wanting to step away from
some of the drama and cares of our current
circumstances or are looking for one-of-a-kind
meaningful Christmas gift, a visit to Carmen
and Michael Kuhns’ Elf House would be a great
idea. It deﬁnitely rekindled my inner child and
reminded me to use my imagination to disengage
from negative thoughts and situations that might
arise. It also reminded me of how powerfully art
can be used to express emotion and create connection and hope. The best way to reach Carmen
and set up an appointment to visit the Elf House
is to call 505-382-4412. Guests are welcome at
any time, they just need to call ahead. Pictures of

Elf house in a log (above).
Cover: Carmen Kuhns at the door of the Elf
House
some of the art collectibles can be seen on their
Legends of the Forest Facebook page.
Resources:
Brian Froud’s World of Faerie
Faeries of the Faultlines as Observed & Documented by Iris Compiet
Brian Froud’s Faeries’ Tales by Brian and
Wendy Froud
Fairy Houses (The Fairy House Series) written
& illustrated by Tracy Kane
Fairy House Handbook by Liza Gardner Walsh
The Magical Healing Powers of Fairy Houses
by Meredith Reed https://vaptplay.wordpress.
com/2013/08/08/the-magical-healing-powerof-fairy-houses-2/

Quote:

“Even with all the difﬁcult challenges the human race is currently facing, you can still dream,
you can still create, you can still believe.”
— Carmen Kuhns
Jokes from laffgaff.com, scarymommy.com
and ﬁnfriends.com:
Q: What do you call a philosophical fairy?
A: Thinkerbell
Q: What do the best dancing dragons train to
compete in?
A: A Talon Show
Q: What does a mermaid wear to math class?
A: Algebra
Q: What are Santa’s elves favorite type of
music?
A: Wrap

Challenge:

Disconnect from challenging circumstances
and avoid negative mental ruts through creative
pursuits that include natural elements. Building
a fairy house from gathered natural materials is
one way, or it might be fun to design something
unique such as a wreath or centerpiece with
leaves, pine cones, nuts and seeds that have
recently fallen all around us. Maybe design and
bring to life an indoor fountain with water cascading over beautiful stones? Carving something
from dead wood or stacking rocks from your
yard into artistic sculptures are a couple of easy
ways to connect with nature and keep creative
juices ﬂowing. The combination of imagination
and nature can be fused intentionally to create
powerful beneﬁts during this challenging time!
Editor’s note: Ute Country News ﬁrst covered
Legends of the Forest in our September 2019
issue.

orning sunlight ﬁltered through
the tall narrowleaf cottonwoods.
Songbirds chirped and trilled in the boughs
laden with the ﬂuffy cotton of late spring
as some drifted like snow to the new grass
below. Children crunched across the crackling gravel of the playground, screaming
in mirth. The wooden picnic tables lay
burdened with colorful cloth and boasted
of birthday delicacies: buffalo wings, fries,
hamburgers, candy and cake. We played
wholesome games of old, like Red Rover
and The Ground is Lava, until we were
breathless. Sitting at the delightful tables,
we ate to our little hearts’ content. My
friend began to open her presents, everyone’s attention rapt with her joy.
“TWAA!” the atmosphere split. Shreds
of joy ﬂitted around and dissipated. Heads
turned in alarm, searching for the intruding noisemaker. Upon a green trash can
nearby perched a most beautiful bird,
its black plumage divided by iridescent
wings and marked by white bands, staring
with dark, intelligent eyes. The magpie
gazed straight into the heart of the party,
glided to the festive table, and lit upon a
glittering present. She shrieked into the
silence once more… “TWAA! TWAA!
TWAA!”…as if scolding us for having not
invited her or thanking us for letting her
gatecrash, then plucked up some French
fries and lifted herself to the heights from
whence she had ﬂown.
Laughter rent the air as we exhaled
surprise at the magpie’s boldness. A few
more times throughout the morning she
ﬂew down to gather leftovers abandoned
at the picnic tables.
This was my ﬁrst real encounter with a
black-billed magpie: a medium-sized bird
with mostly black plumage, marked with
white bellies, shoulder and wing patches,
iridescent blue-green tailfeathers and iridescent primaries. The distal end of their
wings are marked white as well. Blackbilled magpies can grow up to two feet
long and have a clear staccato “ka-ka-ka”
or “twa-twa-twa” call.
There are many kinds of true magpies
throughout the world, but only two in
North America. One lives in California
and is called the yellow-billed magpie. The
other is referred to as the black-billed magpie and inhabits the continent from Canada
to New Mexico and from California to
Nebraska. They prefer riparian zones, away
from vast plains and very dense woodland.
Magpies love mountainous regions because
the ecology is so rich: plenty of loose
woods to hide in, small ﬁelds to soar over,
and streams of cold water to drink. These
magpies are different than their cousins
because they have iridescent and ﬂufﬁer
plumage, which causes their beak to look
shorter than the Eurasian magpie. They

often walk along the ground instead of hop
like many birds do. Black billed magpies’
calls also sound more like a raven than its
Eurasian and African cousins.’
Every place on earth has its scavengers.
On the plains of Colorado and the Midwest,
those birds are the common grackle, which
sound like an ambulance in the sky. New
York and other cities have pigeons. The
Rockies, though, have the magpie. They
could eat anything, as their name suggests. A magpie’s Latin designation is pica
hudsonia. There is a medical condition,
usually caused by a nutritional deﬁciency,
called “pica.” It is when a person craves dirt,
rocks, or other non-food items. Magpies will
indeed eat almost anything, and so they are
named. Pica comes from the Greek word
“cissa”, which devolved to “pica” then “pie”
(as in pied piper), which means mottled. It
was a European habit in the 14th and 15th
centuries to name birds with human names,
and these birds were ﬁrst called Margarets.
Shorten that to Maggie then again to Mag,
and that’s how we have the name “magpie.” It is unclear where the name hudsonia
derives, though it probably comes from
the region they were ﬁrst noted or even the
person who named them.
These beautiful birds are monogamous,
ﬁnding a mate around two years of age.
The male dances elaborately to attract a
female, and the two begin life together.
Pairs build a domed nest out of mud,
twigs, pine needles and grass. Occasionally, a pair will dispute where the nest
should be made and both independently
start one, only until one concedes and
joins the other. “Divorces” have been
observed between magpies, and it seems
that the magpies in Alberta have a higher
divorce rate (63%) than the magpies of
South Dakota, who only have an 8%
divorce rate. Perhaps it’s the higher taxes
in Canada. Who knows!
They breed between March and July
and usually have one clutch per year but
will try again if the ﬁrst fails. Magpies
will mob intruders, then ﬁght ﬁercely.
They can even recognize individuals out
of a crowd and have been recorded attacking only those who have disturbed their
nest on previous occasions. Mated pairs
will have six to seven eggs per clutch,
which are greenish gray and ﬂecked with
brown. After hatching, young birds learn
to ﬂy within four weeks and leave home
after two months. Interestingly, though
magpies will eat nearly anything, parents
only feed their babies animal matter, like
meat. After magpie pairs leave their nest
to build a new one elsewhere, the old nest
is often occupied by other predatory birds
like owls and hawks. Though magpies
keep together in groups during all times
of year, they do not roost together in trees.

WANT TO BE A BETTER VERSION OF YOURSELF?
Discover Your Own Path, so You can Feel More Comfortable,
Confident & Peaceful. You will learn valuable tools & how to use them to
Make a Difference in Your Life. Get New Perspective �ickly.
• RN • Psychotherapist • Brain Injury Specialist
• PLT (Past Life Regression Therapy) • Healing from Trauma
• �t Smoking Hypnosis (and other habits)
• EMDR (Eye Movement Desensitization Reprocessing) • Hypnosis

Find Hope, Freedom & Peace.
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Each has its own branch.
Carrion birds tend to have an unpleasant
reputation. We see them through the eyes
of Poe, harbingers of death or bad luck.
Magpies are a member of this family of
birds, the family corvidae, which includes
ravens, crows, treepies, and jays. It is the
family most known for their vulgar habit
of scavenging carrion, trash, and debris
and are associated with death and creepiness. Some people unofﬁcially call a group
of corvids a “murder.” What a wonderful
frame to look at them through. Though it’s
unfortunate that they have such a disturbing status, their eating habits are real.
One snowless winter afternoon as a child,
I was playing with a hammer and some
nails. From the piñons came the trademark
call of the magpie, followed by that of a
Steller’s jay. The magpie ﬂitted to the porch
railing, eyed me for a moment, then hopped
down, snatched a piece of my Labrador’s
food from her bowl, then launched itself
back into the tree to eat it. The jay followed
suit, and they took turns ﬁlching the food
for half an hour then ﬂew off. Such corvids
will eat almost anything. Plants, berries,
nuts, bugs, small rodents, other birds, pet
food, roadkill, garbage, and even debris in
fecal matter. They like to make thousands
of caches in their territory, falsifying some
to fool those who may be watching. It turns
out that magpies, like owls, discard pellets.
One can discover what a bird ate by what it
leaves in its pellets.
Being an opportunist has its advantages and its faults. Though humans have
encroached on magpie’s territory for hundreds of years and hunted them thoroughly, both out of annoyance and pleasure,
their population remains strong. They can
be harmed by pesticides on crops or cattle
dips, but they also do harm to crops and
can cause problems amongst livestock if
they are too numerous. “[Magpies] are
bold, entering tents to steal food or take
it by hand,” Lewis and Clark noted while
on their travels. Back when the West was
wild, magpies traveled with wolf packs
and on the backs of bison. When the bison
became scarce, they adapted to cruising
on the backs of cattle, to pick the ticks and
peck the sores. In the early 1900s, they
were plentiful enough that they became
a pest and bounties of one cent per egg

or two cents
per bird were
made. They
moved into
cities to forage
the backyards
and pilfer garbage bins.
Isn’t it
interesting
that some
of the most
intelligent creatures are also those found
slopping around in the trash, like pigs and
corvids? Corvids are possibly the most intelligent birds on earth. In fact, a Eurasian
magpie is the only non-mammal to have
passed the mirror test. This test analyzes a
creature’s ability to recognize themselves
in a mirror and use that mirror to accomplish a task (like remove a colored dot
from its breast). Some have even created
tools to accomplish a task, like extracting
an insect from a tree, as the crow can.
To complement their mental strength,
corvids are also surprisingly empathetic.
Many different species, especially the
black-billed magpie, have been observed
holding funerals for their dead. A group of
magpies may see a dead magpie and stand
guard over it all day, while calling out
and eulogizing in honor of the deceased.
They’ve even relocated carcasses of
departed magpies to sheltered places to
protect it from scavengers or the elements.
These dead magpies are not always even a
member of the mourners’ family.
When the shutdowns ﬁrst began, humanity rejoiced at the falling crime rates
and pollution. Sadly, not long after those
drastic reductions, violent crime and hatred
launched even higher than before and
continues to climb. Tensions on the highway
have sharply increased, and I even ﬁnd
myself sometimes feeling anger towards
fellow drivers or strangers on the internet.
However, we all need to remember…an
angry person across the screen is human too.
That “horrible” person who ﬂipped you off
in trafﬁc is human, too. Next time, instead
of indulging the urge to retaliate, take a moment to explore, whether with your search
bar or imagination, the other person’s journey. Perhaps that enraged person’s mother
is unresponsive, cancer sapping her life, as
they sit next to her, feeling helpless and lost.
Perhaps he just lost his job and has four kids
to feed and one on the way. Perhaps she
feels unloved and all alone.
Magpies perform funerals and show
respect for other magpies simply because
they share the same taxa. Maybe we
should remember to be kind to strangers
simply because they are our kind. It’s time
to start showing others the same compassion we hope to receive ourselves.
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Longtime Guffey resident remembered

Speak our Godness into goodness

by Flip Boettcher
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here are 42 miles of interconnected
tunnels under, through and between the
villages in the Gold Camp District. Imagine
on snowy days we could traipse through the
subterranean passages, a constant 58 degrees,
lit by ﬁber optics cabling in the sun. We could
visit one another; stop to listen to the buskers
where two drifts meet; admire the crystal
vughs of amethysts otherwise destroyed in
blasting for gold. Why do we ﬁxate on one
precious ore among all the gifts thrown out of
the Earth’s ﬂaming womb? The same ﬁre creates galaxies and burns within each. For are
we not born of Earth and star ﬁre, a twinkle
in the eye of the gods?
Johnny Nothaus used to say he grew
oranges and grapefruit trees underground
at the Ajax. A tour of the Cresson Project
mentioned the intensity of the heat increases the further down the mine digs toward
the magna. Just visualize reclamation plans
that include underground orchards and
hydroponic greenhouses from the water
currently pumped down the Carlton and
Moffat tunnels. Instead of rock farming we
could grow our own food year-round without worry about ﬁre or drought, plenty to
share and market. We could even have our
own hot springs like the Utes used to here
200 years ago. Today in Pagosa Springs
they not only have hot springs spas, but the
geothermal waters have been used since
1982 to heat the homes there thanks to a
Department of Energy grant, as well as to
heat community greenhouses.
A previous mine Environmental Supervisor waved his enchanted sprayer and behold,
a magic carpet was sown at the Rubie and
at Globe Hill (sic, Hole): Bachelor Buttons,
vivid orange California poppies, toadﬂax or
linaria in pastel rose and violet, red corn poppy of Flander’s Field fame covering memories of those who’ve gone before (sleep, like
Dorothy, in the ﬁeld of oblivion, sleep). Such
sweet dreams among the copious quantities
of wild mustards rape and other cruciferas
(4- petaled, rugged crosses). Now we are told
that yellow toadﬂax is considered a noxious
weed. Wild mustard is not only highly invasive but may be poisonous to livestock, as
well as elk and deer. One of my herb books
describes wild mustard as a pasture cleansing
plant, so perhaps, like the willow and quaky,
it will draw out the poisons and render the
land pure once more. Maybe we will become
a canola producing region, harvesting the
rape covering the rape. We are always learning from our mistakes.
Since then, Gary Horton has spread
Colorado natives for the mine, more beneﬁcial to wildlife such as penstemon, ﬂax,
woods rose, milk vetch, yarrow, cinquefoil shrub, fringed sage which comprise
the about 30% of the mix. The rest are
forbs like wheatgrass, needlegrass, red
top and fescue, and alas, 10% is Bromar
Mountain Bromegrass. The bane of our
native plant communities is the ill-advised

Smooth Brome grass whose rhizomes
have gained an irreversible foothold and
spread into very large monocultures.
On our walks these blustery and sunny
days of fall, it occurs to me that we could
gather our rosehips and hops while we
may. Gather the currants, wild raspberries and thimble berries, oat grass and side
winged granny, senecios, elder berries,
ﬁreweed ﬂuff and Indian paintbrush seeds
— gather the seeds like Persephone and
give them as gifts to the mine’s reclamation project. Years ago, I ﬁlled a large paper
sack and gave it to John Hardaway who
sneered but that was then and this is now.
Of course, we don’t need permission to
plant the seeds everywhere ourselves. To
return the land and ourselves to our natural
state, look beneath your feet and lift your
eyes to the sky. See the circling red tailed
hawk, messenger of the Moon Goddess.
Let us humbly ask forgiveness for our
plunder and gather the gifts with thanksgiving. Render unto Earth the things that are
Earth’s, to God the things that are God’s.
The Bristle cone pines, spruce, ponderosa
and scrub oak that we see are but 100 years
growth — recovering from the rampage
of miners and vengeful Utes who burned
15,000 acres when forced from the healing
waters of the hot springs, away from the
sacred overlook of Pisgah. We still can see
300 miles of the beauty before us, around
us, above and below us. Beauty abounds,
and rebounds from the scars we carve. We
beat a tattoo on the breast of the Mother;
“improving” or proving manliness?
Man, the tool maker, the change agent
leaving no stone unturned in his quest to
dominate the earth, he must make meek the
raging forces of nature, subdue the primitive and conquer the primeval yearnings of
the heart, clutter the silence with his trucks
and chainsaws for the almighty dollar. At
least Western man, the rugged individual,
the cowboy, the prospector who saw an
“empty land” as his manifest destiny, but
not the indigenous people who had lived in
harmony with the land for millennium.
Today the catastrophic changes in our
climate and cascade of lost species call for
a new evaluation of what constitutes best
use of our natural resources. When will we
see that a bigger hole in the ground — an
inverted ziggurat to the gods of the underworld — utterly disrupts the ecosystem
wherein we live and breathe and have our
being? To say nothing of the bears, bats,
and bugs poisoned and starved.
Sometimes I feel like a voice crying
in the wilderness. One Sunday I took the
day off at Bison Reservoir, my preferred
place of worship, to relish the glory that
God has made and commune with the
ineffable stillness. I never heard the beeps
of backing trucks, the clinking of the cash
registers or slot machines as I counted
myself rich with golden doubloons of the

aspen. Such colors! Maroon, burgundy,
scarlet, gold where the sun ﬁlters through
leaves grander than stained glass. What
cathedrals exist on this mountain!
I am satisﬁed. This bounty of beauty is
enough. Content with myself and at peace
with my neighbors, I am surrounded,
enfolded, supported, protected by the light
and love of God right where I am. I am
safe in a loving and kindly universe. I am
at home and it is good. Every plant ally I
need to nurture myself through the changes
in my life self-sows in my garden, drawn
to my door: wild Artemisia or mugwort
for sweet dreams; yarrow to ﬁght inﬂammation and depression; mountain self-heal
for IBS; hops and oat grass for tranquility;
comfrey or boneset for protein; toadﬂax for
bioﬂavins; shepherd’s purse for the heart;
tradescantia or spiderwort reﬂecting the
balance of body mind and spirit. Nature
has brought me a garden far beyond what
I could design. Looking at what “weeds”
are drawn into my garden, I ask what is the
gift? I wonder at the wisdom that placed
them and me here, to discover and harvest
as needed. I cannot control, manipulate, or
force others to see that what is growing all
around us is what we need. But I can invite
you to look, to realize that when we ask, all
that and more is given. Listen!
What would it feel like to live a holy
life? To live life wholly? How would we
be with one another if we looked for the
spark of God within each, the revelation
of the One within who doeth the work?
How would changing our focus from the
outward consumption of goods to the
inward manifestation of Good involve the
whole, highest and best for all concerned?
At this time of Thanksgiving, it is up to
each of us to speak our Godness into goodness. We have the power through our word
to intend, to turn our hearts’ yearnings into
form: to see windmills and solar panels on
the talus of waste rock; to see greenhouses
and homes heated with the earth’s magna; to
see bounty where there is abuse. Let’s see a
happy village, people dancing in the streets,
with plenty to eat and share in a feast. Let’s
tell stories around a crackling ﬁre, recalling the grace of this day. Let each of us do
the work of our heart’s calling, in love with
life, awed by the glory of the Maker’s hand,
thankful for the gifts we give and receive.
Each of us is a unique boon unto the All.
Let’s raise our eyes to the mountains and
glimpse eternity. Inspirit who we truly are
and declare our thanks for inﬁnite blessings.
Editor’s note: We are delighted to print
this piece written 20 years ago as these
powerful words hold true and remain
relevant as humankind continues to weigh
monetary proﬁts over every form of life on
this Earth. Will this generation have the
courage to hear and heed these words? It
is up to you!

ARE YOU AND YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR WINTER TRAVEL SEASON?

SCHUMACHER’S

Alignment & Tire Center
Over 32 Years in Teller County! Teller County’s Oldest Family Owned & Operated Alignment & Tire Center!

Most Major Tire Brands Now Available

• Mufflers & Custom Exhaust • Wheel Balancing • Brake Service
• General Automotive Repair • Cars ~ Trucks ~ 4x4’s ~ Motor Homes

220 S. Burdette, Woodland Park, CO

719-687-2446
Jamie Schumacher
Mon-Fri 8-5:30

WITH COUPON

10% OFF
LABOR

ON ANY SERVICE
OVER $100

Where you’re always treated
like a neighbor and a friend!

Laura Owens
Your specialist for rural mountain properties
in Southern Park & Western Teller Counties.

PO Box 7 Guffey, CO 80824

719.689.5501

laura@saddleuprealtyco.com
www.saddleuprealtyco.com
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atricia “Pat” Ann Ownbey was born
February 5, 1938, near the end of the
Great Depression and the Dust Bowl, in
Denver and was adopted by Walter and
Verna May Tracy. Pat passed away September 17, 2021, in Cañon City after having lived in the Guffey area for 76 years.
Pat came to Guffey in 1945 to live with
Art and Lozelle West. Lozelle was Pat’s
20-year older sister. They lived next to
the Guffey post ofﬁce. Pat jokingly said
when she got to Guffey there were only
14 people living there and they were all
related. Art owned a sawmill at the Guffey
turn off at State Highway 9.
Pat’s mother, Verna May, moved to
Guffey in 1951, met and married Buford
Dell and they lived on Main Street.
Pat and her horse spent lots of time together and rode all around the area. They
rode to remote ranches and stayed several

days to a week helping out.
When Pat married Frank Ownbey in
1958, they bought the 110 Main Street
house from Buford, who moved next
door into the Airstream trailer. Pat and
Frank added the crystal rock chimney to
the house with rocks from Buford and his
father Alfred’s Betty Mine southwest of
Guffey, where Pat had worked. Pat had
three children, Bonnie, John and Susan.
In 1960 the couple started a small snack
store in the old Guffey jail and in 1961,
they built the building next door on the
north and started a general store, complete
with gas pumps and called it Frank’s Service, although they did not do car repair,
but did ﬁx ﬂat tires, Pat said. They sold
the store in the 1970s to local resident Bill
Soux, who probably named it the Guffey
General Store.
They moved from 110 Main Street to

Pat Ownbey, on right, hiking with friends on the old road from Alhambra to Guffey.
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5555
St. Cañon City • 719-275-

Pat Ownbey on the porch of one of the old buildings in Alhambra. Pat used to play in
the buildings at Alhambra when she was growing up.
the newly developed Pike Trails Ranches
subdivision west of Guffey in 1979. They
bought their property in 1977. The couple
was among some of the ﬁrst property
owners and residents of Pike Trails.
Sometime before 1970, 4,000 acres for
the Pike Trails Ranches subdivision was
purchased from Johnny Harvey by land
salesman David Holcomb and developer
Steve Ness. It was part of the vast Harvey
Ranch which was purchased in 1964 from
the estate of Gene Rowe. The ﬁrst ﬁling
was in 1970.
Pat and Frank built their house in Pike
Trails and Pat had an egg business, selling
eggs from her chickens. Pat was a nurse
at two hospitals. She became an EMT and
volunteered on the 4-Mile Fire Department. Pat also did a lot of home health
care for seniors in Cañon City.

Frank passed away in 2002 after 43
years of marriage. Pat stayed in their house
and was forced to semi-retire because of
health reasons the last several years.
Pat volunteered at the Homestead
House in Cripple Creek giving tours and
history of the house, which was a brothel
owned by Pearl Deville and catered to
the wealthiest miners during the town’s
heyday. Pat loved giving the tours.
Pat was active in the 4-Mile Church and
is buried in the 4-Mile Cemetery beside
Frank. They share a headstone.
The community will sorely miss Pat
Ownbey and a large part of the area’s history went with her. Pat was very helpful
to this author and supplied a lot of historic
information to me for my articles about
the area. I will really miss her and thank
her for all she gave me.
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The Tears of the Crystal Diamond

by Gilrund the Historian
A Buena Vista Destination
GAMES, PUZZLES, TOYS, ART SUPPLIES,
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES
SCIENCE & ART KITS & ACTIVITY BOOKS
BOOKS FOR ALL AGES & INTERESTS
SUPPORTING HOME-SCHOOLERS
IN-STORE AND CURBSIDE SERVICE

Facebook: The Book Nook
Website & online inventory:

www.thebooknookbv.com
EMAIL: owenkath64@gmail.com
127 S. San Juan Ave • Buena Vista, CO • 719-395-6868

Divide

Quality Work Since 1974!

Collision Center

Auto Body and Paint Repair • Insurance Claim Estimates

WE DO IT ALL!

Hundreds of Satisified Customers
Boat Repairing & Refinishing
Plastic & Fiberglass Repair
RV Body & Frame Repair
All Insurance Companies
All Types of Painting
E !
E
Hail Damage Repair
FR ates
im
Auto Glass Service
Est

178 Weaverville Rd., Divide

(719) 687-7683

Critter
Corner

A quick bite with friends Jeff Hansen, Florissant, CO

H

Antelope - Joi Smith,
Lake George, CO

ave a cute critter? Send us your favorite
critter photos and we’ll feature them here
in the Critter Corner! Indoor or outdoor pets
or wild critters are what we’re looking for. We
will not accept any photos depicting cruelty or
harming animals in any way. Email your critters
to utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com. Be
sure to include the critter’s name
as well as your name.

S

ara had been Queen of the Kingdom of Weils for seven years
when the Borish Kingdom had
attacked them. The Borish king wanted
the wealth of the Kingdom of Weils.
When he found that he couldn’t win
Sara’s heart with courtship and combine
the two kingdoms in marriage, he savagely attacked the Weils’ kingdom and
the two had fought for three years.
Many lives were lost on both sides as
the battles raged nearly every day.
Jackil, the King of the Borish kingdom, really didn’t care about the loss
of life; he just wanted the wealth of the
Weils kingdom and would do anything
to get it.
He paid the ultimate price and still
didn’t gain the Weil’s Kingdom’s gold.
It was during the last battle in the
swamps of Marcea, that Jackil lost his
life as he led his men across the marshes in an attack on his enemy. His horse
stumbled in the muck and mire of the
swamp and Jackil was thrown from his
mount to land in a pool of quicksand.
Because of the heavy armor that he
was wearing, his men couldn’t get to
him in time to save him and he sank
quickly and was drown.
His generals tried to continue the
ﬁght, but the soldiers had lost their
leader and wouldn’t ﬁght. They turned
their backs and went back home to their
own lands.
General Yarkof was having nothing
to do with defeat. Although he couldn’t
get his troops to ﬁght the Weils’ forces,
he had another way to defeat the Weils
Kingdom; he would use Dark Magic.
He had used it before in battle when
things weren’t going as he wanted.
Now he would use it again, but in a different way.
He went to the Witch of Sisak. Sisak
was an evil place in the dark woods of
Borland, and he offered her much gold
to cast a spell that would destroy the
Kingdom of Weils.
The witch had worked for the General before and trusted him. She spent
several days and ﬁnally, after searching
through all her old tomes and scrolls
of magic, she came up with a spell
that would affect the entire Kingdom
of Weils. Its people would lose their
desire to work and prosper and soon the
kingdom would fall and then the Borish
Kingdom could just walk in and take
what they wanted.
The General was pleased by the
witches planned spell and after she cast
the spell, for payment he killed her and
kept his gold.
The ﬁghting was done, but Sara had
noticed that things weren’t as they
should be in the palace but couldn’t
ﬁgure out just what it was. The courtiers were acting strangely, as though
they didn’t want to be in the presence
of their Queen.
Finally, she asked the Royal councilor what he thought should be done,
for he had noticed it too.
“It’s not anything that you have done,
My Queen. The people, too, seem to
have lost their drive and the happiness
that was theirs is lacking. You have

helped the people in every way that
you can. But there is something wrong
still. I am not a magician, but even
I can sense that there is Dark Magic
involved here. Something must be done
to block its presence in the kingdom. I
will speak with the Court Magicians,”
replied the Royal councilor
It was a few hours later that the councilor returned and bowed to the Queen
as he prepared to report what he had
found out from the magicians.
“What must be done?” she asked.
“It is a deep Dark Magic, My Queen
and it will demand a sacriﬁce to drive it
away,” replied the councilor, “A great
sacriﬁce.”
“What must be sacriﬁced?”
The Queen could tell that the councilor didn’t want to answer, for he
turned away, he could not face his
queen with the answer that he had to
give.
The Queen waited and ﬁnally demanded that the councilor face her and
give her an answer.
“Answer me, councilor, I must know
what must be sacriﬁced! Otherwise,
how can I help my subjects?”
The councilor turned to face the
Queen and said, “Your Majesty, it
must be you that provides
the sacriﬁce.”
“Me?” replied
the queen, “What
am I to give?”
The councilor
looked down at the
ﬂoor and then raised
his head and with tears in
his eyes replied, “It must be
yourself! You must be the sacriﬁce or the spell shall never be
broken, and the kingdom will fall.”
Sara, the Queen, was shocked when
she heard the councilor’s answer and
just stared at the man for a few moments.
There was sadness in her voice as
she spoke again, “How am I to be
sacriﬁced?”
The courtiers were shocked as
they listened to what was being
said and there was much quiet
whispering going on.
“Your Majesty, for that answer
I must, again, consult the Court
Magicians. They are the only
ones that can answer that question.”
‘Go, and speak to them,”
said the Queen, “When you
ﬁnd out what must be done,
come back and tell me.”
The councilor quickly
turned and left the throne
room as the Queen looked
down at her hands in deep
thought, and the throne room
cleared quickly of the courtiers.
Never had there been such a demand
made of a ruler in this kingdom. There
was much to be spoken of by the
courtiers.
It was several hours before the
councilor returned to the ﬁnd that
the queen had left the throne room
and was in her quarters.

The councilor walked to the Queen’s
quarters and gently knocked on the
door and she said, “Enter.”
“I have your answer, My Queen,”
said the councilor, “The Court Magicians were not happy with their
task, but because you ordered it, they
complied. Here is their answer, “To
secure your kingdom and your life, this
is what must be done. You are to ﬁnd
your favorite jewel and with it in your
possession, go to the Court Magicians.
They will place a spell upon you that
will put you into that jewel. When that
is done the curse that has been placed
upon your kingdom will start to fade.
The only problem is that they don’t
know the true strength of the curse, and
because of that they can’t tell you how
long you must remain in the jewel. My
Queen, it may be just a matter of hours,
or it could be years; they just can’t tell,
even using their considerable powers.”
Sara looked at the Court councilor
with shock on her pretty face.
“This is the only solution that they
have?” she asked.
The councilor looked down at the
ﬂoor and answered in a sorrowful
voice, “It is the only one, I am

so very sorry. I wish that it could be me
instead.”
“When must this be done?” asked the
queen.
The councilor looked at the Queen in
amazement, “Then you are willing to
do this thing?”
“My kingdom’s people come ﬁrst,
councilor. Yes, I will do what must be
done. You will act in my stead, until I
return to myself. Rule wisely.”
Sara rose from her chair and started
for the door of her quarters and the
councilor followed as they walked to
the Royal Treasury.
Once there, the guard opened the
door and the Queen walked inside to
ﬁnd a small, ornately carved box, which
she opened to show a large crystal-clear
diamond to the councilor.
“This is what I value most of all of
my jewels,” she said, “I will take it with
us to meet the magicians. When the
spell making is ﬁnished, put it in a safe
place until my return.”
“It shall be done, My Queen,” replied
the councilor, as the two turned and left
the treasury to continue down the hall
to where the Court Magicians were
still working to ﬁnd a different

solution to the Queen’s problem.
As they entered the magician’s workshop, the magician’s bowed and asked
what the Queen’s decision was.
“Her Majesty is willing to be
changed,” replied the councilor as the
Queen handed a magician the carved
box.
“Hold the stone in your bare hands,
Your Majesty,” said the magician as he
started moving his hands in a particularly strange pattern in the air.
Sara stood holding the diamond in her
hands as tears rolled down her cheeks.
Suddenly the diamond dropped to the
ﬂoor and the Queen was gone.
The councilor picked up the diamond
with a soft cloth that he found on a table
and carried it to the Queen’s quarters, as
he called for one of the guards to fetch
the Royal Armor maker.
The man was led to the Queen’s
chambers where the Court Councilor
told him what must be made.
“It must be a metal box, ﬁt for the
most valuable of the Queen’s possessions. This must be protected at all
costs,” directed the councilor.
Then he showed the armor maker the
glittering diamond.
The man looked carefully at the
diamond and then said, “It shall
be done.”
It was three days of constant
work for the armor maker until
he had it ﬁnished and brought
it to the councilor for his approval.
It was a large chest made of
gold-plated ironwork. Thin bits
of metal twisted into “S” shapes,
all connected in ways to make a
rectangular chest with a rounded
cover that had a pointed top. The
top was hinged to the bottom and
at various places on the sides there
was a golden lion with an iron ring
in its mouth.
The inside was lined in a shiny
blue cloth and the diamond itself
would be suspended in a silver
circle held up with gold beaded
chains. There was a gold latch on
the front above one of the golden
lion heads.
The councilor took the chest
that contained the crystal diamond and opened it as the
armor maker left the room.
Then he placed it in the silver
circle; it ﬁt perfectly.
The councilor closed the
chest and snapped the latch, then
carried it down to the Royal
Treasury. The guard opened the
door; the councilor carried the
box to the most carefully concealed place in the large room and
set it down.
As he returned to the guard at
the door, he said, “You are to guard
this room with all of your strength
and skill. No one is to enter without
my express permission. However,
should you ever hear a voice
coming from this room, you
are to open the door immediately. Is that understood?”
The guard nodded his head

in understanding as he took his position
in front of the door.
Every day, the Court councilor went
to the golden chest to see that it was
still there. Some days he would open
it just to make sure that the crystal diamond was there.
It was after the ﬁrst two years that he
noticed that there were small diamonds
under the crystal diamond. He mentioned it to the Court Magicians and
asked them what they might be.
The chief magician looked closely
at the little diamonds as he waved his
hand over the chest.
“Tears, Councilor; they are tears,
shed by the Queen in her present state,”
answered the Court Magician.
“Tell me the present state of the curse
on the kingdom,” asked the councilor.
The magician closed his eyes and
stayed that way for about a minute before opening them and answering, “The
curse is weakening, but still too strong
to release the Queen.”
“How much longer, do you think it
will last?” asked the councilor.
“I don’t know,” was the sad reply.
The Court Councilor checked the
golden chest every year for several
years as the kingdom slowly grew and
prospered under his rule. Each time,
he found another small diamond tear
under the crystal diamond that held the
Queen.
Eight years had passed when the
guard heard a women’s voice behind
the treasury door and quickly opened it.
There, stood Sara his returned Queen.
The guard dropped to his knees and
the Queen touched his head and told
him to rise. The guard proudly walked
with his queen down the hallway to the
throne room and watched as the old
Court councilor bowed low to his queen
as she took the throne.
“Welcome home, Your Majesty,” he
said as the tears welled up in his tired
old eyes.
For as long as the Queen lived, the
kingdom prospered greatly.
The golden chest was kept for years
as a reminder to the court of what their
Queen had done for her people.
The crystal diamond and the smaller
tears were still in the chest the last
it was seen. Would there still be any
magic in the diamond that held the
Queen? Who knows? Magic is a strange
and wonderful thing. It has been a long
time and the kingdom is now long gone.
Perhaps there is still magic in the diamond. How does one know?
~The End~
Chuck Atkinson of Como, CO enjoys
writing ﬁction stories and treasure
hunts for the children at his church.
We are pleased to have him contribute
to the only ﬁction in our Ute Country
News.

Mari Marques

1870 CR 31 • Florissant

719-439-7303
mugsyspad@aol.com
thethymekeeper.com

Herbs & Oils • Folk Remedies
Private classes available.

Now
Accepting New
Participants
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Just Voted “Best of Teller 2021”
I t ’ s O ur 4 th Y ear a nnIversarY !!

Premium Vape Products
Your #1 Vaping Source in Teller County

We Moved
AGAIN!

Now at 109 W. Midland

B U T . . . We’re NOT
just a Vape Shop

Stay Tuned or
Formerly
Mtn. Wookies
Call About Our
Grand Opening
& Surprises
We are Locally Owned & Operated!

SHOP LOCAL

Learn the doTERRA
Difference!

Experience a FREE
Biofeedback
Scan and Sample
doTERRA CPTG
essential oils

Let’s talk about
CBD for you
and your pets!

We have various types
of CBD isolate
(THC-free) Broad
spectrum (THC-Free),
Full Spectrum (.3%)

We Moved!
719-888-9523
104 E. Midland Ave.
Woodland Park
@MountainVaporLounge

Now at

109 W. Midland
Formerly Mtn. Wookies

New Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am-8pm
and Sun 10am-6pm

And The Award Goes To… Mary Bielz

O

n September 1st, our own Mary Bielz
was awarded Colorado Association
of School Board’s (CASB) prestigious
McGuffey Award during the 2021 Fall
Regional Meeting in Pueblo, CO.
The CASB McGuffey Award honors
unique board members who bring committed and passionate service to their
board work. Every district has the opportunity to submit one board member each
year. Honorees are recognized at CASB’s
Fall Regional Meetings and featured on
their website, through social media, and
during CASB’s 81st Annual Convention
December 2 - 4, 2021.
For anyone who knows Mary Bielz, she
is a force to be reckoned with. She brings
an energy and unwavering commitment to
any project or role she takes on. Her time
as President of the CC-V School Board
has been no exception.
Besides assisting with the writing of the
RISE Grant, which resulted in a $1.5 million grant award to the CC-V School District; Mary has been instrumental in the

purchase and planning of our mini-factory, the future site of our Building Trades
Program, which will provide affordable
housing options for our community.
Mary, a former CC-V Art Teacher of 23
years, has made the communities of Cripple Creek, Victor and the school district
her life’s work. From crushing aluminum
cans to fund school district initiatives
to being the Founder and Chairman of
the Board for the Community of Caring
Foundation, Mary does work that makes a
real difference and will continue to do so
for many years to come.

Trailhead Townhomes

I

nnovative design and its potential to house
multiple workforce families lead Habitat
for Humanity of Teller County’s (HFHTC)
Trailhead Townhomes to be the ﬁrst build
of an initiative with Build With Strength
— a coalition of the National Ready Mixed
Concrete Association (NRMCA).
Thanks to Build with Strength and
the Colorado Ready Mixed Concrete
Association (CRMCA), HFHTC is fast
approaching completion of the ﬁrst two
units of Trailhead and is welcoming the
neighborhood’s ﬁrst Homebuyer Partners.
The partners are members of Woodland
Park’s vital workforce who have committed hundreds of hours of sweat equity

working alongside volunteers to construct
their homes.
The homes are constructed using ICFs
(insulating concrete forms). ICF is an
innovative, resilient, and sustainable
construction method and one of the best
performing building systems available
in the market today. This is particularly
important in Woodland Park given the
wildﬁre threat.
We look forward to a ceremonial
dedication, to celebrate homebuyers,
invaluable contributions of CRMCA
and volunteers. Trailhead Townhomes
are located at 700 Valley View Drive in
Woodland Park.

Watch out — the Posse is comin’
The 1894 Labor War, a presentation by Gary Horton

A

free presentation on the 1894 Labor
War will be hosted by the Victor
Lowell Thomas Museum Saturday, Nov.
6 at 11 a.m.
Lookout the Posse’s comin’ — The
Labor War of 1894 — will be enacted by
Gary Horton of Victor, who researched
and developed the presentation on behalf
of the Cripple Creek District Museum. He
will share that presentation at the Victor
Lowell Thomas Museum Nov. 6, 2021.
The 1894 Labor War that began with unrest over wages was a ﬁve-month strike by
the Western Federation of Miners in Cripple
Creek and Victor. In January 1894, some
Cripple Creek mine owners, who together
employed one-third of the area’s miners,
announced a lengthening of the workday to

Adopt Me
Gracie

G

ten hours (from eight), with no change to
the daily wage of $3 per day. When workers
protested, the owners agreed to employ
the miners for eight hours a day — but at a
wage of only $2.50. A strike ensued.
The strike was characterized by ﬁreﬁghts and use of dynamite. It ended after
a standoff between the Colorado state
militia and a private force working for
owners of the mines. It resulted in a victory for the union.
The presentation is free and open to the
public however, seating is limited. Please
sign up for the event in advance, at VictorMuseum.com. Reservations are highly
recommended. Donations to the museum
will be accepted in lieu of a ticket fee.
FMI, see VictorMuseum.com.

by Ark Valley Humane Society

racie is a 5-year-old female Labrador
retriever mix who was surrendered to the
shelter for adoption late this summer. She was
extremely nervous in the kennel environment
and quickly getting more and more nervous in
our care. Our amazing Behavior Lead, Jenna,
got to work to create a training plan to help
Gracie overcome some of her anxieties. With
continued work from our staff team and volunteers, Gracie started to grow more comfortable
in the shelter with each passing day. We’ve
gotten to know the goofy and playful side of
Gracie and love every day we get to spend with her.
She was eventually placed into foster with one of our seasoned dog volunteers where
she only continued to improve. She’s pictured here on one of her many hikes with her
foster mom. Gracie is now up for adoption, and we’re looking for a dog savvy family who
would be willing to give this sweet pup a second chance at love. If you’re interested in
meeting Gracie we ask that you start by ﬁlling out an adoption application on our website
at this link: https://www.ark-valley.org/adoption-matchmaker-application/
This space donated by the Ute Country News to promote shelter animal adoption.

Formalities of ﬂushing
by Coalition for the Upper South Platte

Get on the
Nice list...

Ship Your
Packages Early!

N

o one wants to think about their toilet,
right? Just ﬂush it and forget it. We
often take for granted that it will all be
handled. BUT, we all have a responsibility
to be respectful users of our waste disposal
system. This is an easy way to be part of
the solution to watershed health, not part of
the problem. Regardless of your connection to a central sewer system or a septic
system, there are some basic rules:

FedEx Express

•DON’T ﬂush prescription (or other)
drugs. Contact your local police or
sheriff for takeback programs.
•DO use water efﬁciently. High-efﬁciency
toilets, faucets, and showerheads will
reduce excessive water use.
•DON’T use your toilet as a trash can.
“Flushable” wipes aren’t ﬂushable!
They cause havoc in treatment plants
and septic systems. The same goes for
grease, cat litter, solvents… you know
what we mean.
•DO be sure that guests, renters (both
long and short term), and other family
members are well informed about keeping the treatment systems functioning.

•Know where your septic system is and
what type of system you have.
•Inspect and pump your system regularly. This requires a professional, and
frequency will depend on the type of
system. Newer systems with mechanical components may need maintenance
yearly. Average household systems need
to be pumped every 2 to 3 years.
•Resist the urge to get all your laundry
done in one day. Excessive water all at
one time will stress the system, and not
allow it to process the water properly.
•No grease, no oil, no solvents down the
drain.
•Just because you have a garbage disposal, it doesn’t mean that you should
use your sink to dispose of household
garbage! Use your garbage disposal
very minimally; scrape dishes into the
trash before rinsing them in the sink.
•AND, even more important, limit your
water use.
•Renters, houseguests, teenagers (you
know who you are!) must understand
the rules for a happy septic system.

Septic systems need just a bit more
attention. It doesn’t need to be expensive,
but maintenance is undoubtedly less
costly than a failed septic system.

These are simple things that we all can
do for the health of our environment and
rivers. Yes, that simple ﬂush or junk down
the drain can have long-term impacts.

FedEx Same Day ....................................12/23
FO, PO, SO, Extra Hours...........................12/23
2Day & 2Day AM ....................................12/22
FedEx Express Saver ...............................12/21

FedEx Ground

Your Full Service Shipping & Business Center

FedEx Ground® Contiguous US ................. 12/15
FedEx Ground® AK and HI ....................... 12/15

UPS

52 County
Road 5, Divide

UPS Ground Shipping: .............................12/16
UPS Next Day Air: ..................................12/16
UPS 2nd Day Air: ...................................12/16
UPS 3 Day Select: ..................................12/16

(Behing Divide’Market,
Next to Russ Place)
719-686-7587
ShippingPlusCO@gmail.com
www.shippingplusco.net
Holiday Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-5:30pm
Sat, Dec 4 & 11 10-1pm
Closed Dec 17 & 24
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Lenore
Hotchkiss

Obituary

Real Estate Broker

(719) 359-1340

Rodney Lee Verhey

R

odney Lee Verhey was born in Albert
Lea, Minnesota on May 21, 1952, and
joined the Lord September 13, 2021.
Rod moved to Colorado Springs in
1961. Colorado was the place he called
home for the remainder of his life. He
proudly served his country by joining
the United States Army right after high
school. Following his service in the Army
he became a jack of all trades. There
wasn’t a whole lot he couldn’t ﬁx or build.
He was known for his magical touch
when it came to remodeling.
Rod married his soulmate, Babby
Bryce, on July 15, 1999. He was a
faithful and loving husband. You could
always ﬁnd the two of them hand in hand
watching the Broncos game and cheering
loudly. His love for the Broncos is one
of the many things he passed down to his
nieces. He was like a second dad to them,
and they adored him.
Anyone who knew Rod was touched by
his kindness, humor, and mild temperament. He was there for you if you needed
a helping hand, a shoulder to cry on or
just someone to listen. He was never
quick to judge anyone. His contagious
laugh and big smile would brighten up
any room. He was the person you wanted
to be around. You would be hard pressed
to ﬁnd anyone that didn’t just enjoy his
company. He’ll be remembered for his
love of animals and the great outdoors.
He loved going on deer rides with his
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National Forest, 9 Acres

5300 SF home bordering National Forest, very private but only a
few minutes from pavement west of Lake George. 5 bedrooms,
8 baths, large loft, separate apartment. 3 car garage plus large
barn. Beautiful setting. MLS #5452240. $995,000

brothers. He liked to hunt but loved to go
ﬁshing the most. Rod was always happy if
he had a pole in his hand and a good dog
by his side. His dog Bella was his most
loved companion. Rod’s love of music
was no secret either. He enjoyed almost
every genre. Being outdoors, listening to
good music, playing the spoons, and singing along with his brothers by a campﬁre
was always a joyous time.
His passing has left a hole in so many
hearts that nothing will ever be able to ﬁll.
However, knowing that he is dancing and
ﬁshing with all the loved ones we have
lost is refreshing and brings some peace.
He is survived by his loving wife,
Babby; sisters, Sheryl Higgins and Sue
May; brothers, Ronald and Mark Verhey;
as well as his many nieces and nephews.
Online condolences at holtfamilyfuneralhomes.com.

$2,295,000 - 77 ACRES

5700 SF Swedish cope log home, 5 bdrms, 5 bath, 3 car garage
plus horse facilities and additional barn. Great Pikes Peak views,
national forest adjacent. Top of the line quality throughout, including an outstanding gourmet kitchen. Off paved road, private yet close in. Shop, greenhouse, storage.
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80 Acres, 4700 SF Home

Lakeside Custom Home

Fenced, barns plus studio/workshops. Beautiful home with North of Woodland Park, on 1.20 acres in a gated community. 2242 SF
three levels, fireplace, decks & porches & views. Private yet con- home w/3 car garage, creeks/lakes in front of home with national forest
surrounding neighborhood. Main level living, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths,
venient location in Park County. $1,100,000.
large loft, custom kitchen, great storage. MLS # 8700332. $725,000.

This is one of the hottest markets seen in a long time, and a great opportunity
for sellers right now. Call me if you’re considering selling your home.

LenoreHotchkiss@gmail.com
www.LenoreHotchkiss.com
P.O. Box 526 • Woodland Park, CO 80866
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FILL UP SPECIAL

VOLUME DISCOUNTS

Cripple Creek
Fluorite from
the Shelf Road

Alhambra
by Flip Boettcher

photos by Flip Boettcher

W

ith the discovery of gold in Cripple
Creek by Bob Womack in 1890, the
hordes of prospectors and miners came.
Soon most of the mining claims were
taken up, and folks started heading west.
The wagon road from Cripple Creek
went up West 4-Mile Creek, over the
southern slopes of 39-Mile Mountain and
down to the Currant Creek drainage, following an old Ute Indian trail.
According to Harry Epperson, Colorado As I Saw It, 1943, some enterprising person announced there was gold 40
miles to the west of Cripple Creek. In a
somewhat ﬂat, meadow area, one person
stopped to camp. More folks stopped and
Alhambra sprung up overnight. The town
was platted in 1895.
The geology of the area was similar
enough to that around Cripple Creek to
encourage exploration for gold and other
minerals. Nearby Freshwater Gulch was
explored and development was started
there soon to become Freshwater, platted
in 1896. The adjoining Soda Water Gulch
with its soda springs was also explored.
In the mid-1890s, the Alhambra Town
and Land Company was formed. The company prospected the area, located some of
the best property and formed the Alhambra
Mining District and platted the townsite.
The ﬁrst mining patent was for the Pill
Placer Mineral Patent in September 1896,
just north and adjoining the townsite.
According to Mr. B. Hopkins in the
February 28, 1895 Aspen Daily article
about Alhambra, “The camp is situated in
the southeast corner of Park County. The
ﬁrst lot was sold February 18 and there are
60 or 70 tents and houses occupied on the
townsite, and numbers of others over the
camp. After tramping over the hills for the
past four days I ﬁnd the surface formation
very similar to that at Bull Hill at Cripple
Creek and especially on Wildcat Mountain.”
Mining and town companies were notorious for bilking the miners with high rents
and land prices as well as high costs for
food and supplies at the company store.
In March, there was some trouble with
the town company locating new claims in
the area, doing little work on them and not
recording them. With the deluge of miners
and prospectors to the district, some of
them started working locations claimed
by the Alhambra Company, which the
company protested.
The prospectors organized with the
intention of defending their claims,
according to a March 10, 1895, San
Francisco Call article. The headlines ran:
WAR AMONG MINERS LIKELY. THE
NEW CAMP OF ALHAMBRA, COLORADO, MAY HAVE BLOODSHED
OVER CLAIMS. PROSPECTORS ARE
ARMED TO RETAIN POSESSION OF
TOWNSITE.
There was also a problem with the

by Ben Elick

T

A couple of the old buildings left at the Alhambra townsite.
company not spending their own money
but spending the money from the sale of
their lots. A March 23 issue of the Summit
County Journal stated that this would not
stand up to a thorough investigation.
In spite of all the problems, by the end
of March 1895, there were 200 residents
in town, mostly “housed in their tents and
cabins waiting for the warm weather,”
stated the Summit County Journal. In the
March 26 issue of the Salida Mail, W.M.
Jenkins wrote, “The sale of businesses
and lots is progressing. 56 residents and
business lots sold in two days ranging in
price from $15 - $25 each.”
The town has three stage lines, one
from Cañon City and two from Cripple
Creek. There are also three livery stables,
two butcher shops, two assay ofﬁces,
a large hotel and lodging house, two
saloons, a feed store and a lumber yard in
town, stated Jenkins.
These early mining camps were very
wild, rough and lawless. In a letter dated
February 24, 1895, from Fremont County
Bank cashier R.S. Lewis to John Reeves
Witcher, 4-Mile Creek rancher, Lewis
states, “Friend John, we heard the other
day that you were killed in a shooting
scrape at Alhambra. Now John I felt very
badly about it — and very happy today, to
hear it contradicted. I don’t want to meddle, but you must take care of yourself —
there is a tough crowd around new camps,
and you must be careful.”
The town of Alhambra lasted only a
year at best, as the gold was hard and
scarce to get. In 1896 the town was sold
to the Andesite Gold Mining and Town
Company, who according to a Denver
Times article said, “the company had done
1200 feet of developmental work and
considerable ore was exposed.”
The Andesite Company was started
by two pairs of brothers, the Moeller’s
of Cincinnati, OH and the Morath’s of
Guffey. The company was incorporated
in 1900 and consisted of the 160 acre Andesite Placer and 10 lode claims located
in the Red Ruth Mining District, which

The remains of the tar paper shack built by Amy Cisar and Mrs. Allen near the entrance
to the Morath tunnel at Alhambra.

adjoined the Alhambra Mining District
on the south. In April 1901, undeveloped
10-acre mining claims were being sold for
$10,000 each.
The company had grand plans; planning
to exist for 20 years. They were going to develop the townsite and sell lots
built with model homestead cabins they
would furnish. The town name was to be
changed to Andesite, but never was, as the
company became more interested in mining and the townsite remained undeveloped and the name remained Alhambra.
By April, the company had drilled a 750
foot tunnel, the Morath Tunnel, into Wildcat
Mountain with crosscuts to access the lode
claims. There were also plans to have the
surface lode claims developed by lessees
with fair royalties to the company, of course.
The company got their mining patent in
April 1902. This was considered the very
best title a mining company could get.
A May 1903 Flume article mentioned
that the “Morath’s have returned from Nevada and resumed work on their property
at Alhambra.” J.B. Donaldson was working
a mile and a half north of Alhambra for a
Pittsburg company and was getting “good
stuff,” assaying out at $20 - $74 per ton.
The ﬁrst mining patent in the area, the
Pill Placer, was sold in 1907 for back
taxes. In a 1908 Flume article an unknown
four-year-old child named Margaret of
Alhambra was sitting with her grandmother watching the mountains. They were
covered with white, misty clouds ﬂoating
about over the top of the range, now and
then revealing a peak. “Oh grandma,” she
exclaimed, “the mountains are wiping
their noses.”
The last of the Moraths and Moellers
left the area by 1909. People still lived in
Alhambra and some mining and homestead
claims were started in the 1910s and 1920s.
Sometime in the 1930s, a widow from
Colorado Springs named Leona Maley
Allen acquired the property and must have
worked the Morath Tunnel. Allen sold
the property to Walt and Amy Cisar who
owned a 5,000 acre ranch in the area from
about 1942-1952, according to Guffey
resident and veterinarian Dr. Amy Mason.
Amy Cisar is Mason’s grandmother.
Mason remembers her dad saying he
had played in the old Alhambra town
buildings as a boy. Pat Ownbey, a longtime Guffey resident, also remembers
playing around in Alhambra growing up.
Allen retained the mineral rights and
access to the walk-in gold mine when she
sold the property to the Cisars. According
to Mason, Mrs. Cisar and Mrs. Allen built
a small tarpaper shack near the tunnel entrance and Mrs. Allen would visit every so
often. Remnants of the shack still remain.
Doctor Morgan Berthrong then acquired the 5,000 acre ranch and named it
the Many Hills Ranch.
The property ﬁnally became a subdivision. There are still one or two buildings
left standing today in Alhambra and the
old Morath Tunnel entrance was ﬁlled
in long ago. The townsite is regaining a
more natural look. The townsite is located
on private property.

his ﬂuorite specimen was found
outside of Cripple Creek, on the Shelf
Road. These specimens of purple ﬂuorite
can be found throughout a greater area,
known as the Cripple Creek Mining District. The ﬂuorite from the district can be
found in massive form (without crystalline structure) or in crystalline form, with
light to dark purple colors. This ﬂuorite is
often referred to simply as Cripple Creek
ﬂuorite because of its abundant presence
in the district. Finding this ﬂuorite while
mining was often met with excitement, as
gold-rich telluride minerals form in veins
near the purple ﬂuorite. Purple ﬂuorite
was a likely indication of gold-bearing
minerals, although ﬂuorite specimens
that did not contain gold-bearing minerals were considered worthless. Therefore,
these specimens would commonly be

View of the top of the ﬂuorite specimen.
Scale for size. Photo by Kaitlyn McGann.
Cover: The Shelf Road ﬂuorite specimen
is on display at the Western Museum of
Mining and Industry. The specimen may
have been brought to the Shelf Road area
through the development of the Roosevelt
Tunnel that drained water from the district
mines. Photo by Kaitlyn McGann.
discarded in the mine dumps along with
the other waste rock.

Where is Katee this month?

D

uring November, Katee and her
friend Baylee will be collecting
food and treats from businesses and
friends.
Katee wants to thank everyone
who continues to support the Pet
Food Pantry with donations so that
her canine and feline friends can stay
at home with their families.
You can drop off donations at
TCRAS, Blue’s Natural Pet Market or
the UPS Store located in the Safeway
Shopping Center. You may also donate
online www.PetFoodPantryTC.com.
Thank you for your support!
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A Cripple Creek Proﬁle:

TOMMY KNOCKER
TRADING POST

Frank Finegan and His Requa Savage Mine
by Steven W. Veatch

F

rancis “Frank” Finegan (1835-1914)
was an adventurer who fought in the
Civil War. He was among the ﬁrst group
to arrive at the goldﬁelds of the Cripple
Creek mining district, where he located
and patented several mines. Stockholders
elected him president, treasurer, and general manager of the Requa Savage when he
incorporated the mine on April 26, 1894.
Finegan left enough of a record to trace
his interesting journeys and see the stormy
corners of his life. He was born in 1835 in
Loughrea, County Galway, Ireland. In 1854,
he sailed out of Liverpool to New York
City. He then left New York City and lived
for a time in Hartford, Connecticut, where
he worked as a stonecutter and mason. He
moved to California in 1857 and mined on
the American River, the site of the original
1848 gold discovery in California. One year
later, he sailed to Australia and farmed near
Ballarat. With three partners, he located a
gold mine near there. The partners worked
it until 1859, when they sold their interests,
each pocketing $35,000 — a whopping
$1,091,375 in 2020 dollars.
Finegan left Australia and returned to
California for a few months in 1860. He
then moved to New York City. On April
12, 1861, at 4:30 a.m., while Finegan was
fast asleep, Confederate General Beauregard ordered his gunners to open ﬁre on
Fort Sumter, South Carolina. Cannons
roared like a crack of thunder. Explosions
lit up the darkness and smoke settled over
the fort. Thirty-four hours later, the besieged Union garrison raised a white ﬂag
and surrendered. The Confederates committed an act of war that forced President
Abraham Lincoln to act. Two days later,
Lincoln called for volunteers to ﬁght in a
war to preserve the Union.
Finegan answered Lincoln’s call. He
joined the 69th New York Regiment that
month and was mustered into service for
three months. The 69th Regiment was part
of the Irish Brigade, which at the beginning
included the 63rd, 69th, and the 88th New
York Regiments and the 28th Massachusetts
Regiment. The 116th Pennsylvania Regiment, made up of Irishmen from Philadelphia, was added during the fall of 1862.
The Irish Brigade quickly built a reputation
for ﬁerce ﬁghting on the battleﬁeld, and
Finegan found a passage into hell when he
fought in many of its engagements.
The 69th New York Regiment fought
in the First Battle of Bull Run under the
command of General William T. Sherman.
During that battle, Confederate forces
took Finegan prisoner. The Confederates
released him on parole (Both sides had no
means to take care of prisoners; Grant later
stopped the practice of releasing prisoners).
Once released, Finegan reenlisted for three
years and returned to the battleﬁeld.
Finegan saw combat at the Battle of Fair
Oaks (Henrico County, Virginia) on May
31 and June 1, 1862. It was there that he
saw the use of Union balloons, some reaching altitudes of over 1,000 feet, to report
enemy positions and direct artillery ﬁre.
Later, at the Cornﬁeld Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862), Finegan went
down hard with a savage head wound
while carrying the ﬂag. Almost 8,000 Union and Confederate soldiers were killed
or wounded in the Cornﬁeld Battle.
Finegan fought in the Battle of Gettysburg (July 1 - 3, 1863), where he witnessed
horriﬁc sights. He surely would have heard
ﬂags ﬂap in the wind and bullets whizz
by. The air was heavy with the scent of
blood. There were ﬁelds of slaughtered
and decaying bodies everywhere. While
marching down a road jammed with troops
and shining bayonets, he doubtless heard
the cries of the wounded and the amputees,
and then noticed a heap of amputated legs,
feet, arms, and hands under a tree. During
the Civil War, doctors performed a lot
of amputations to prevent wounds from
becoming infected. Antibiotics used to kill

germs had not been invented yet. Gettysburg was the bloodiest clash of the Civil
War and came with a high casualty list for
both sides: 7,058 died; 33,264 wounded,
and 10,790 went missing. As the war continued to intrude into his life, Finegan was
becoming a hardened ﬁghter who learned
his skill on the battleﬁeld.
Finegan, who was likely detached from
the 69th Regiment, took part in the siege of
Vicksburg (May 18 - July 4, 1863) as Grant
directed artillery ﬁre at the city. The air
burst into ﬂames as the shelling continued,
and then Grant’s army relentlessly attacked
the city for over 40 days. Eventually, the
food and supplies ran out, forcing the
soldiers and citizens of Vicksburg to eat
mules and rats. The Confederate forces at

1 The Requa Savage mine. A miner, named “Big Swede,” stands by an ore cart under the
headframe of the mine. Courtesy of the Cripple Creek District Museum. CCDM A 8315.

2 Battle of Gettysburg. Painting by Thure de Thulstrup.
Original scan: Library of Congress. Public Domain.

3 Map of the Cripple Creek Mining
District, 1896. A red arrow points out
the Gold Dollar mine. The Requa Savage
mine is just north of the Gold Dollar. The
town of Arequa is underlined in red.
Map source: Hoyer-Millar, C. C., 1896,
The Cripple Creek Gold-Fields, Colorado,
U.S.A: London, Eden Fisher & Co.
Vicksburg surrendered on July 4, 1863.
Amid the broken bricks and ﬁres, a few
homebound citizens must have watched
through shattered windows as the Union
forces marched by.
Finally, Finegan survived two later
battles: the Battle of the Wilderness (May
5 - 7, 1864), in Spotsylvania County, Virginia, and the Spotsylvania Court House
Battle (May 8 - 21, 1864).
Finnegan was among many who
witnessed the great suffering, horror,

This discovery set in motion the establishment of the Requa Savage mine, in which
Finegan was the driving force. Finegan incorporated the Requa Savage so optimists
could invest in the mine. Now there were
funds to hire engineers and miners and to
buy machinery to develop it.
Some maintain that Finegan named the
mine after “Uncle” Benjamin Requa, an
early settler or for the nearby Requa Gulch.
The gold mine was near Arequa, one of the
oldest towns in the district. By 1896, the
town of Arequa, named after Ben Requa,
included the “A” as the ﬁrst letter of its
name, as seen in the map in graphic 3. The
Requa Savage was on the north side of the
Gold Dollar mine (see map graphic 3).
As time passed, the Requa Savage
became known as a modest producer.
According to the Mining and Engineering Journal (1910), the Requa Savage
mine, in 1910, shipped two carloads of
ore assaying at one ounce per ton. Other
carloads yielded less gold, but the mine
produced $100,000 that same year.
The passage of time would not be kind
to Frank Finegan. He fought cancer but
lost that battle and died on October 22,
1914, in Colorado Springs, at 79. His family buried him in the Evergreen Cemetery.
History records that, over time, Finegan
was one of several prominent men associated with the Requa Savage mine. Records
show that by 1912, the One Hundred and
One Mining Company owned the mine.
In 1913 The Mining Investor reported that
Democratic Colorado State Senator Louis
A. Van Tilborg (1870-1937) worked the
Requa Savage mine for a short time. Van
Tilborg, a druggist and an assayer, was the
mayor of Cripple Creek from 1907 until

madness, and destruction of the Civil War
that resulted in a horriﬁc cost of life in the
nation’s bloodiest war — at least 750,000
soldiers died, hundreds of thousands of
others were wounded in battle, and an
unknown number of civilians perished. An
estimated two percent of the population
was killed. The Civil War set four million
slaves free, brought the downfall of the
Southern planter aristocracy, and preserved
the Union as one nation, indivisible.
Having miraculously survived these
bloodbaths, Finegan returned to New
York City, where he mustered out in June
1865. After he left
the Army, Finegan
returned to Australia
once again. He settled
in Victoria, where he
worked in contracting
and building. Then,
in 1874, he moved to
San Francisco where
he worked as a stonecutter and mason.
In 1880, he moved
once again, this time
to Colorado Springs,
Colorado. He started
a building business
and lived at 225 S.
4. View of Beacon Hill. A red arrow shows the location of Arequa.
Cascade. In 1881, he
Date mid-1890s.
was elected alderman From the Olla Burris collection, Cripple Creek District Museum.
and served six years
on the city council of
1911. He served in the Colorado legislaColorado Springs.
In the shadow of Pikes Peak, peripatetic ture from 1911 to 1914. The presence of
gas forced Van Tilborg to suspend work at
Finegan was becoming restless; excitethe mine. Once the mine resolved the gas
ment was absent in his life. This was
issues, production resumed under the lease
about to change in 1891, when gold fever
of Kermit MacDermid, of the C.K. and N.
from the Cripple Creek mining district infected Finegan. The only cure for him was Mining Company. By this time, the Requa
Savage’s surface plant included a shaft
to come to the district and step into minhouse equipped with a steam hoist and
ing. About the time Finegan arrived in the
electric compressor.
district, a prospector, with the swing of
Although the Requa savage mine
his pick, revealed a streak of bright gold
continued on next page
ore at a spot on the side of Beacon Hill.

5 View of the Requa Savage mine. Ten miners pose in front of the mine.
Courtesy of the Cripple Creek District Museum.
claimed a small area of land, it boasted
ﬁve shafts. By 1914, the main shaft
reached 700 feet deep. A crew of miners
disappeared down the main shaft at the
start of each shift and then drilled, blasted,
and mucked in the shadows of the mine as
they followed the occasional blossom of
gold ore in barren rock. By 1914, the Requa Savage was owned by Rainbow Gold
Mines Company. Rainbow Gold then
leased it to another operator who, based
on reports of good gold ore, planned to
expand the development of the mine.
A new group of investors reincorporated the Requa Savage Gold Mining
Company in November 1915, as the
Requa-Savage Mines Company with ofﬁces at 112 N. Tejon Street in Colorado
Springs. A report showed the mine was
producing ore in 1929.

According to The Mining Journal
(1935), Commonwealth Gold leased
the Requa Savage mine. Mr. Wellington
Symes, who was the president and general
manager of the property, subleased it to
a group in Denver; and Andy Vidgen,
the mine superintendent, purchased new
machinery to increase ore production.
As the years passed by, the ore decreased
until the mine became unproﬁtable. The
owners then closed the mine. Today, as
you drive on Highway 67 between Cripple
Creek and Victor, you will pass where the
town of Arequa and the Requa Savage
mine were once located. Both places now
exist only in the pages of history. We are
reminded of Frank Finegan and how he
emerged from obscurity and left his mark
on time through his Civil War exploits and
his ownership of a Cripple Creek mine.

WE BUY AND SELL PRECIOUS
GEMS & GOLD NUGGETS
SPECIALISING IN MINING AND
PROSPECTING ANTIQUITIES

ONLINE SALES
@FACEBOOK

Check out our local artisan gifts avilable!

We also carry Leanin’ Tree Greeting Cards!
Your Full Service Shipping & Business Center
52 County Road 5 • ’Divide

(Behing Divide Market, Next to Russ Place)
719-686-7587 • Open M-F 9-5:30
ShippingPlusCO@gmail.com • www.shippingplusco.net

Packaging • Shipping • Scan to Email • Fax • Copies • Printing • Design • Business Cards • Brochures • Flyers
Keys • Laminating • Notary • Greeting Cards • Gift Bags • Gift Wrap • Thymekeeper Products
Pottery by Diane Foster • The Plant Lady Seeds and Blessing Beads
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Life-Enhancing Journeys

Kindness — doing good does you good!

by Barbara Pickholz-Weiner, RN, BSN, CACIII, MAC, EMDRII

I

The Cellar on Railroad
by Melissa Traynham

T

he Buena Vista Chamber of Commerce celebrated one of the newer
businesses in BV in September with a
commemorative ribbon cutting ceremony.
The evening was full of supporters,
patrons, and friendly staff. The restaurant
was bustling and owner, Candice Bryans,
was right there with her staff serving up
delicious wine and food. Candice told
our Facebook Live audience about the
amazing selection of wines and about the
various specials weekly. These specials
change giving people a chance to experience different tastes and styles of wine.
“We are so excited to have the Cellar
on Railroad as a member of our Chamber
family. We love what they are providing

to the community and visitors with their
indoor/outdoor seating, along with its
relaxing and sophisticated ambiance. We
look forward to supporting them in any
way we can,” stated Melissa Traynham.
The Buena Vista Chamber of Commerce offers ribbon cuttings to new
members or any member that is opening
in a new location. Their mission is to support economic vitality through advocacy
and partnerships. They do this through
marketing, programming, events, and collaboration with other entities.
FMI on the Buena Vista Chamber of
Commerce www.buenavistacolorado.org
or call 719-395-6612.

Obituary
John Murray

J

ohn Murray escaped this mortal coil on
Tuesday, September 14, 2021, at the
age of 68. The family is convinced he left
us on purpose due to a lack of engaging
entertainment as Netﬂix seems to have run
out of interesting programming; also, charades is extremely difﬁcult for someone
with Lou Gehrig’s disease.
John leaves behind his loving wife
Linda, three children — Zach, Kayla and
Jackson, a sister, a brother-in-law, and a
Bohemian sister-in-law (currently traveling the country performing a sock-puppet
musical recreation of Hotel Rwanda);
two horrible, ill-mannered, snack-stealing
dogs; two garbage cats and an exceedingly charming snake.
John was a devoted husband, doting
father, and caring friend to many.
Tolerated by most of his colleagues,
John was an audio engineer and teacher
for more than 40 years. His career ambitions started early when he tore apart his
stereo as a six-year-old so he could ﬁgure

out exactly how it worked. That curiosity
led him down a path to collaborate with
giants in the industry as he specialized in
tuning and designing large sound systems
all over the US and also internationally.
In lieu of ﬂowers, we ask that you make
a donation in John’s name to the ALS
Therapy Development Institute. https://
www.als.net/news/als-tdi-joins-forceswith-duke/
John’s humor, intellect, beaming
personality and kindness will be sorely
missed.

n today’s world it seems like some
people have become more self-centered,
uncaring, cruel and cold-hearted — a
place where diverse cultures and races are
feared and despised. How do we avoid
becoming anxious, angry or disheartened
at the hatefulness and viciousness that
is so evident in our society? The shift to
a lack of acceptance of the differences
between us is causing more anxiety, hostility, rage and depression. As I searched
for solutions to this problem, it became
evident that simple acts of kindness may
be part of the ﬁx because it can have
a positive impact on both the person
receiving the kindness as well as on the
person who is being kind. When we take
the time to be kind to others, the giver
and the receiver BOTH reap the emotional
dividends. Did you know that being unkind actually hurts oneself? Not only does
it hurt the person to whom we are unkind,
but it likely violates one’s own morals or
values. It is true that at times it is difﬁcult
to be kind to some people especially when
they act mean and egotistical where you
might think, “Why would I ever want to
show any kindness to such a horrible human?” The truth is that even if you never
get any appreciation back, you can still
feel good about the actions you took.
Were you aware that kindness can help
reduce stress and improve emotional wellbeing? The brain rewards us when we do
kind things. Biologically, when you comfort
someone who is suffering, your brain
releases oxytocin, a hormone which helps
us bond or connect with others along with
making us feel more trusting, generous, and
friendly. Additionally, kind actions signal
our brain to release serotonin and dopamine,
two chemicals involved in creating helper’s
high which has been shown to lessen pain,
depression, anxiety and can boost our sense
of happiness and satisfaction. As a result,
kindness makes us feel like we belong to
a community. Knowing we are bonded to
those with whom we live and work can help
neutralize feelings of loneliness which can
negatively impact our mood.
Offering compassion can make a
signiﬁcant difference, understanding that
giving kindness changes each person. It is
important to note that kindness is different from being soft or mushy; it is about
behaving in a benevolent way.
According to a Mental Health Foundation survey, two-thirds of those surveyed
acknowledged that when others are kind
to them or when they were kind to others,
it had a positive impact on their own mental health. Just under half of respondents
noted that when they were kind to themselves, it had beneﬁcial effects (see UCN
article “Because I am Worth it” September
2021). The research also reveals that there

are deﬁnite favorable beneﬁts from acting
with kindness towards others, too.
Focusing on a community view of
kindness, almost three quarters (72%)
of those surveyed said they believe it is
important that we learn to be kinder as a
society (even more so since the coronavirus pandemic).
“A life not lived for others is not a life,”
observed Mother Teresa. It is unnecessary
to be as selﬂess as Mother Theresa, however, there may be truth to this concept.
Acts of kindness can make us feel grateful, empathetic, and unselﬁsh. These are
positive feelings that give us a sense of
belonging, attachment and community.
Kindness means that we can act in a
selﬂess manner by considering others’
well-being. When you support a friend
through a tough time or help a stranger,
you can feel a sense of purpose which
may enable you to realize your own good
fortune in relation to others (I prefer to
avoid comparisons yet it is a part of the
human condition). Doing good deeds
for others may help you to have a more
positive outlook about your own circumstances.

Acts of kindness

Be kind to your loved ones
1. Reach out to a friend whom you have
not spoken to for a while or check
in with someone you know is going
through a tough time.
2. Send a card or letter to a special person
— a handwritten one always feels more
impressive. It is unnecessary to say anything in particular; you are letting them
know that you are thinking of them
which is a simple and kind gesture.
3. You likely know someone with young
children who could beneﬁt from some
time out. Instead of saying, “Let me
know if ever want me to babysit,” offer
a speciﬁc day or time. Allow your loved
one to have some time to themselves.
4. If you feel uncomfortable telling those
close to you how much you love and
appreciate them, show them kindness
through your actions. There are many
ways to help and here are a few ideas
— assist with household chores, offer
to make dinner or share a cup of tea,
ask about what is happening in their life
without interrupting, etc.
5. Forgive someone who may have hurt
you or with someone whom you may
have a strained relationship.
Show kindness at work
1. Make an effort to get to know a new
member of staff. Remember what it felt
like to be the new person.
2. Strive to say hello to your colleagues
and ask how they are.

TIME TO ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY MEATS

Organic Foods | Local Produce | Gluten-Free | Grass-Fed Beef | Pet Food

719-687-9851

790 Red Feather Lane • Woodland Park
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 10am-5pm

CELEBRATING 29 YEARS!

OUR CUSTOMERS ROCK! THANK YOU!

3. Learn to listen, reassure, and respond. It
is okay to tell your workmate you need
to think about what they are asking then
get back to them later.
4. Say “thank you” to a coworker who has
helped you.
5. Praise a colleague for something they
have done well.
Acts of kindness in public places
1. Smile. Never underestimate the power
of smiling at a stranger (this might be
awkward behind a mask; however, your
eyes do reﬂect your smile).
2. Be observant and offer help where you
can. If you see someone struggling,
lend a helping hand.
3. If you see trash lying around, do the
right thing and pick it up.
4. Wish a stranger good morning or
afternoon.
5. Offer an unexpected compliment to a
stranger (“cool shoes…”).
6. Be a considerate driver. Let someone in
front of you if they are signaling their
intention to move into your lane.
7. Spare some change when you observe
someone in the supermarket short a couple of dollars and you have the means to
share, give it freely without expecting
anything back then tell them they could
do the same for someone else when they
are able to do so — pay it forward.
8. Help someone getting bullied. The
person being bullied likely feels alone
and since bullies tend to have an overbearing personality, by you standing
beside someone who is being bullied, it
can reduce the momentum and possibly
stop the bullying from happening.
Recognize that kindness can thrive online.
The digital world can be a lifeline as
well as a place to feel connected. Using the
internet means we can spread a little kindness from the comfort of our own home.
1. Leave a supportive comment on someone’s Instagram.
2. Take time to reach out online to people
you have ignored.
3. Write something nice or encouraging
on a post you appreciate.
4. Review your favorite podcasts.
5. Share a message of love/support on an
App on which you communicate.
6. Offer to share your technology skills
with antitechnologists.
7. Extend support to colleagues who may be
unfamiliar with videoconferencing or new
software that you have already mastered.
8. Consider what you share — look at the
source of the post, and the tone. Avoid
it if it is unkind. If something could
upset others and you feel you need to
post it, use a content warning.

Reserve Some Energy for Yourself
It is important to avoid wearing yourself out doing for others. When feeling
depleted, it is time to take a step back.
Although acts of kindness for other people
can make us feel good, we might consider
why we are doing it. Ask yourself, “What
is my motive or reason for doing so much
for others…?” It is easy to give away
all our energy, especially if there is an
overpowering need for approval, respect or
admiration, which we are unable to give to
ourselves so we unconsciously look to get
it from others. Leave enough kindness for
yourself — benevolence starts with you.
1. Take care of yourself by reading to
exercise your mind or going to the gym
to exercise your body.
2. Tune out the inner voice of judgement
and comparison and listen to the voice
that says you are enough.
3. Prioritize some “me” time so you can
relax and reﬂect on how you are feeling
now and how your day or week has
been so far.
4. Turn off social media channels for a
day or even a week.
5. Have patience with stressful people.
This is a good deed both for the person
you are displaying patience towards as
well as for yourself. Remember, they
have to live with themselves and you do
not. Choose to act with tolerance and
understanding instead of anger. This will
beneﬁt you by keeping your blood pressure lower and your stress levels down.
6. Treat yourself to something small
such as buying or planting ﬂowers.
7. Do something you enjoy like listening to a favorite song or dancing in
your kitchen (even if you look like an
“epileptic chicken” like my husband —
Sorry Mark but it is true).
8. Spend time in nature.
Acts of kindness make the world a
happier place which can uplift us all. Start
by practicing kindness with words and
actions. The beneﬁts of helping others last
long after the act itself for those offering
kindness as well as for those who beneﬁt.
Try kindness for a change. It is less
expensive than antidepressant medication
and only has positive side effects. Doing
good does you good!
Barbara Pickholz-Weiner, RN, BSN,
CACIII, MAC, EMDRII is the program
director of Journeys Counseling Center, Inc.
At Journeys we teach you tools, skills and
help you discover resources to live the most
effective life possible. We guide, support and
coach you along the path you desire, to become the best version of yourself. To contact
Barbara, email Journeyscounselingctr@
gmail.com or call 719-510-1268 (cell).
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~OUT AND ABOUT~

Check out these activities going on right here in this area. If you know of an activity we should include, please call us at 719-686-7587 or email us at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com.

AVAILABLE
VIRTUALLY

3 Mental Health Crisis Planning
workshop 6-8 p.m. Pre-registration required call 970-8234751 or visit namichaffee.
org. No need to feel powerless when a crisis arises.
Participants will learn about
causes of a mental health
crisis, how to recognize signs
of a crisis and steps to take
to de-escalating techniques,
communication and advocacy
skills, community resources,
problem solving and crisis
prevention, as well as how to
create a crisis plan.
11 Raising Children Made Easy
— Conscious Discipline Parent Night with Amy Speidel
7-8 p.m. Committing to teach
instead of judge. Practicing
the tool of positive intent
becomes more doable when
we apply that message to
ourselves. Please send in your
questions (anonymously if
you prefer) or share what’s on
your mind during the session.
Register at https://forms.gle/
jhq7HFBHnrnpDaSx9 Register as soon as possible before
11/08/2021. Zoom link sent to
registrars the day before the
event. Questions? Email Kristen at kvalett@ccecc.org. The
Chaffee County Early Childhood Council is dedicated to
meeting the needs of young
children and families prenatal
through age 8, and those who
serve them. FMI www.ccecc.
org or 719-221-5114.
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
2 Crossroads of Parenting &
Divorce 4:30-8:30 p.m. Teller
County Court approved coparenting class. Registration
fee required. FMI Michelle@
cpteller.org.
4 Circle of Parents Kinship
Connection 5-6 p.m. via
zoom. Are you raising your
grandchildren or kin? Do you
feel like you are raising them
alone? A place where you can
ﬁnd and share support. FMI
AmyS@cpteller.org.
• FREE Yoga with Leah 10-11
a.m. Mondays, via zoom.
FMI Jamie@cpteller.org.
FMI on CP programs 719686-0705.
• NAMI COLORADO: http://
www.namicolorado.org/
• Suicide prevention: https://
suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
or 1-800-273-8255

BUENA VISTA

6 UAS Club Central Colorado
9-10:30 a.m. at Central Colorado Regional Airport. FMI:
719-581-2010 or ccuasclub@
gmail.com. Meets every ﬁrst
Saturday, usually at Central
Colorado Regional Airport.
6 BV HOPE is having a Hope
Bags event at Clearview
Community Church. Bring
items to pack bags for human
trafﬁcking survivors. Email
buenavisahope@gmail.com for
details and list of items needed.
20 Christmas Fair at BV High

th

4

School 559 S Railroad 9-3
p.m. BV HOPE will be there!
21 BV HOPE is the non-proﬁt
that will be receiving the
donations from the Knights of
Columbus breakfast 8-11 a.m.
at St. Rose of Lima.

CAÑON CITY

LIBRARY
3 Free Legal Clinic 2-5 p.m. Call
for appointment 719-269-9020.
13 Between the Covers local author meet and greet 10-2 p.m.
• B.O.O.K. Babies on our Knees
Monday 10:30 a.m.
• Story time and craft Tuesday
and Thursday 10:30 a.m.
• Virtual story time Wednesday
10:30 a.m.
• Lego Club 1st Friday each
month 3-4 p.m.
• Break out box 2nd Friday each
month 3-4 p.m.
• Filler Friday (different activity
each month) 3rd Friday each
month 3-4
• Chess Club Wednesday 2 p.m.
• New Neighbors Genealogy 1st
Friday 1 p.m.
• Metaphysical Group 2nd and
4th Saturday 10:30 a.m.
• United Health Care 2nd and
4th Thursday 9:30 a.m.
• Fremont Brain Injury Support
1st Tuesday 12:30 p.m.
All at 516 Macon Ave. FMI
719-269-9020.

CHIPITA PARK

6 Chipita Park Association’s
17th Annual Fall Arts &
Crafts Fair 9-4 p.m. Sat &
10-3 p.m. Sun. at Marcroft
Hall 9105 Chipita Park Road.
Admission is FREE! Wide
selection of ﬁne arts, crafts,
gifts, baked goods, and lunch
available. Ute Pass Historical
Society will be there offering
many books and 2022 Calendars. FMI 719-465-2892 or
deeannbr@gmail.com.

COLORADO
SPRINGS

BROADMOOR
9 King & Country
21 Trans-Siberian Orchestra 3
p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
26 Disney on Ice presents
Dream Big 7 p.m.
27 Disney on Ice presents Dream
Big 11 a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
28 Disney on Ice presents Dream
Big 11 a.m., 3 p.m.

CRIPPLE CREEK

2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 30 Senior
Club House 10-2 p.m. Games,
crafts, snacks socializing, Bingo at 10:30 a.m. in the dining
room. The Aspen Mine Center
is located at 166 E. Bennet
Ave. FMI 719-689-3584.
4 American Legion Post 171
meeting 6 p.m. at 400 E.
Carr Ave. Hot dogs and
refreshments 5 p.m. weather
permitting.
6 Watch out - the Posse is
Comin’ see page 14.
11 American Legion Post 171
will hold a Veterans Day assembly for students at CC-V
Jr/Sr High School 10:3011:30 a.m. The assembly will

5 th

include several guest speakers,
as well as a Q&A opportunity
for students. Although CC-V
is unable to invite the entire
community due to limited
capacity, all CC-V Veteran or
active-duty parents or family
members are invited to attend;
please email Annie Durham to
be added to the list adurham@
ccvschools.com.
17 Career Exploration Fair 2-4
p.m. see page 7.
26-Dec 31 Thin Air Theatre
presents A Cripple Creek
Christmas Carol through Dec
31. FMI 719-689-3247 or 719689-6402 or buttetheater.com.
• GED Classes 1-3 p.m. FMI
Michelle@cpteller.org.

GRANGE
13 Pine Needle Basket Class
9-12 p.m. We also offer
needle felting, gourd art, glass
painting and more. Please
reserve your spot.
24 FREE Thanksgiving dinner
6-9 p.m. Come in, eat, and
enjoy live music or stop
by for take-out. Dinner is
traditional Thanksgiving with
turkey and all the trimmings.
Volunteers to help us are
always welcome!
• Community Yoga class on
Mondays 9-10:15 a.m. Donations accepted. FMI yoga@
reneerudolph.com
FMI or to register call 719510-2325.

PARKS N REC
CC Parks and Recreation
• Adult Co-Ed Softball Leagues,
Mon.
• Aikido-Martial Arts, MonWed-Fri.
• Archery Classes, Open Shooting (all ages) Fri.
• B-Boy/Break Dance Classes
for beginners, Wed & Fr.
• Cornhole Team Play, Fri.
• Silver Sneakers Group Exercise Mon-Wed-Fri.
• Senior’s Walkabout Tues.
• Taekwon-do for Adults and
Kids, Tues-Thurs.
• Moving for Wellness Dance Exercise for Adults Tues-Thurs
• Women’s Bible Study, Wed.
FMI 719-689-3514.

LIBRARY
SAVE the DATES: Dec 2-4
Build a Gingerbread House!
Turn in your house Dec 2-4,
to the library. For details
and contest entry form go to
lightersideofchirstmas.com
under the Holiday Activities or either library. Theme:
“Season’s Reading.”

DIVIDE

• FREE Yoga on Mondays with
Leah 10-11 a.m. at Pikes Peak
Community Club. Limited
class size, doors lock at 10
a.m. Bring your own mat and
props. All levels welcome.
FMI Jamie@cpteller.org or
719-686-0705.
LITTLE CHAPEL
FOOD PANTRY
8, 22 This is a drive-up distribution, and to make sure to
avoid trafﬁc issues our distribution times are:
Last name beginning with:
A-H
3:30-4:30 p.m.
I-Q
4:30-5:30 p.m.
R-Z
5:30-6:30 p.m.

FLORENCE

6 Veterans Day Recognition at
Florence Pioneer Museum and
Research Center 100 E. Front
St 11 a.m. weather permitting
to honor the 35 fallen men of
eastern Fremont County from
WWII. Penrose and Pueblo
VFWs and Florence American
Legion will participate in the
program. Coffee and cookies
afterward. The museum will
be open by donation for the
day. FMI www.ﬂorencepioneermuseum.org.

FLORISSANT

3-13 Pikes Peak Historical Society Auction see page 5.
FOSSIL BEDS
5 Night Sky Program 7-9 p.m. meet
on the front patio of the Visitor
Center. FMI 719-748-3253.

10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

GUFFEY

LIBRARY
2 Walking Talking Threads
12:30-3 p.m. Meets every
ﬁrst Tuesday of the month.
Take a nice brisk walk around
Guffey Town and meet back
at the library to crochet, knit
and talk away.
6 Annual Guffey Library Silent
Auction begins! Avoid city
shopping craziness. Find
unique and handmade items
donated by wonderful, local
community members and help
support the Guffey Library.
Bid the “buy it now” price
and the item is yours. Bids
close 3 p.m. on Dec. 4.
29 Guffey Literary Society 1-3
p.m. Book choice for November is News of the World by
Paulette Jiles. The Guffey Literary Society is a wonderfully
dynamic and diverse group.
All are welcome to join.
FMI 719-689-9280 or
Guffeylib@parkco.us.

SALIDA

28 Christmas Fair at the Elks
Club 148 E 2nd St 10-3 p.m.

WOODLAND
PARK

13 Holiday Bazaar, Bake Sale
and Craft Fair by WP Senior
Center (SE corner of Pine &
Lake St) 8-1 p.m. You will be
sure to ﬁnd some great deals
on holiday decorations, local
arts and crafts and homemade yummy treats for your
holiday entertainment. All
proceeds support activities
and programs of the WP Senior Citizens Club — Retired
on Exprired.
13 Join us for our monthly
meeting of Citizens’ Climate
Lobby. Find out what we can
do to mitigate the catastrophes heading our way through
global warming. We meet the
second Saturday 11 a.m. at

Mueller State Park

M

ueller State Park invites visitors to
come out to the park to enjoy the
peace and quiet the winter months can offer! Hiking goes on year-round and once
the snow arrives, come out for snowshoeing, skiing and sledding! Mueller is open
every day for outdoor activities and the
Visitor Center is open every day 9-4 p.m.
except Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.
See you on the trails!

1 Hike: Elk Meadow* to Murphy’s Cut
meet 8:30 a.m.
6 Farewell to Fall Forest Bathing/Shinrin Yoku Walk 10:30-1 p.m. meet at
Visitor Center patio.
6 Nature Crafts 2 p.m. at Visitor Center.
8 Hike: Cahill Cabin and Pond meet
8:30 a.m. Camper Service Parking.
15 Hike: Osborn Homestead Loop meet

8:30 a.m. Camper Service Parking.
20 Hike: Geer Pond meet 9:30 a.m. Lost
Pond TH
20 Animal Antifreeze meet 2 p.m. Visitor
Center patio.
22 Hike: Outlook Ridge* Loop meet
8:30 a.m.
26 Hike: Elk Meadow* to Murphy’s Cut
meet 8:30 a.m.
27 Hike: School Pond* meet 9:30 a.m.

*Indicates to meet at the Trailhead (TH)
of the same name.
Mueller events are free. However, a $9
day-pass or $80 annual-pass are required
to enter the park. FMI 719-687-2366.

~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~
CIGAR AND SIPPING LOUNGE
INDOOR GOLF SIMULATOR
GUIDED FLY FISHING

640 Route 285
unit C • Fairplay

MANITOU SPRINGS

at the Sinclair Station

26 Meet Santa 3-5 p.m. at the town clock followed by the Annual
Tree Lighting 5 p.m.
27 Meet Santa 12-2 p.m. downtown TBD while Strolling Musicians play.
28 Strolling Musicians downtown 12-2 p.m.
The Woodland Park Library
218 E. Midland. Please RSVP
pjpotsticker@gmail.com.
28 Art Walk 11-1:30 p.m. Studio
Tours 10-2 p.m. Starting
location is 400 West Midland,
Suite 120. Artists Sunday is a
national program to support
local arts. A map is also available at soarwithnetworkfundraising.org.
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
9-Dec 14 Cooking Matters
for Parents of Preschoolers
5-7:30 p.m. at Mountain View
United Methodist. Learn how
to prepare healthy meals that
kids will eat. Hands on workshop. Take home groceries
to practice the recipes. Meal
and childcare provided. FMI
Michelle@cpteller.org.
17 Good Vibes Festival 4-7 p.m.
at WP Middle School. Join
WPSD and CPFRC for a family fun evening with dinner,
giveaways, hands on activities
and freebies. FREE, all ages.
FMI Jamie@cpteller.org.
• GED Classes Mondays &
Wednesdays 5-7 p.m. FMI
Michelle@cpteller.org.
• Playgroup Mondays & Wednesdays 9:30-11 a.m. at The Resource Exchange 509 Scott Ave.,
Suite 203. Parent or caregiver
with children ages 5 & under.
FMI Jackie@cpteller.org.
• FREE Yoga Tuesdays and
Thursdays 4-5 p.m. at Mountain View United Methodist
Church. Limited class size.
Doors lock at 4 p.m. Bring
your own mat and props. All
levels welcome. FMI Jamie@
cpteller.org.
FMI on CP programs 719686-0705.
LIBRARY
10 The American Revolution:
The Winning of a Nation
presented by Gary Penley 3
p.m. Mr. Penley will discuss
the causes, victories, losses,

struggles, hardships, and the
great triumph that led to the
birth of our nation.
• SAVE the DATES: Dec 2-4
Build a Gingerbread House!
Turn in your house Dec 2-4,
to the library. For details
and contest entry form go to
lightersideofchirstmas.com
under the Holiday Activities or either library. Theme:
“Season’s Reading.”
NONPROFIT COOPERATIVE
9 Monthly meeting 9-10:15 a.m.
via zoom and in-person. This
is where nonproﬁts share
information and develop collaborations for future activities. Email iwantto@soarwithnetworkfundraising.org.
10 Teller County Young
Professionals Networking at
Reserve Our Gallery 6-8 p.m.
Free! Please register at reserveourgallery@gmail.com or
text “tcyp” to 833-763-0494.
Deﬁnition of Young Professionals: Young at heart, 21
years old and up, people who
are in the business sector.
11 Round Table Discussion 6-8
p.m. Mushrooms with Gale
Motter at Reserve Our Gallery. Fee $10. FMI 719-4012301 or reserveourgallery@
gmail.com.
All events located at 400 W.
Midland, Suite 100.
• SAVE THE DATE – Dec 5
Fundraiser to beneﬁt the Kahl
Family and Divide First Responders 1-4 at the Historic
Ute Inn at 204 W. Midland
Ave. There will be a silent
auction, food and The Electric
EBT Blues Trio will perform.
Donations accepted by Lyn
Hinkle 719-233-0509, Mary
Oliver at liveyourstorywell@
gmail.com or Wendy Turner,
coltynscue@yahoo.com and
also accepted at https://gofund.me/c4289894.

PROPANE
Residential and Commercial Propane Delivery….
No additional fees.

www.wphht.org

ENERGY GROUP, INC

Divide
650 County Road 5

(719) 687-1180

218-556-3809
Hours: Mon.-Sun. 9am - 7pm
www.rockymtncigarco.com

Reach over 32,000 readers in Teller, Park,
Fremont, Chaffee, and El Paso
Counties every month!

MUSIC LESSONS
Violin, Beginning Guitar
and Mandolin

Your Ad Here

for as little as $30.04 a month*

Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Montana

Call 719-686-7587 or
email: utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com

FLIP: (719) 429-3361

for more information and advertising deadlines.

flip@ghvalley.net

*pre-paid 6-month contract rate.

Ray Leist
Office: (800) 833-9997
Cell: (720) 600-1244

email: ray@findssa.net
website: www.steelstructuresamerica.com

GREGORY S. COOPER, D.V.M.
(719) 687-6000
312 W. Hwy. 24 • Box 5999
Woodland Park, CO 80866

gcompassionanimalhospital@gmail.com
mycompassionanimalhospital.com

Cleaning & Handyman Services
Property Care and Management
We do the work
Quality Service
from deep cleaning
Affordable Rates
to all repairs
References available
Weekly - Biweekly - Monthly
Reliable

Carmen and Mike
505-382-4412

We service all Teller County
Woodland Park, Divide, Florissant and Guffey

Aaron Wendt • Owner

719-748-3328

1900 CR 31, Unit B • Florissant, CO

Shannon Lemons, DVM
Accepting
Care Credit
Large and Small Animal Medicine and
Surgery, Specializing in Dentistry

719.687.2201

1084 Cedar Mtn. Road • Divide • www.tellerparkvet.com

Counseling Center, Inc.

"We are here to help you create your best life possible"

RN, CAC 111, MAC, EMDR II
750 Hwy 24, Ste 120, Woodland Park, CO 80863
Cell: 719-510-1268
journeyscc@aol.com

Did you enjoy
what you read?
Please thank our advertisers!

Finding
Good
Insurance
is no
Accident!
Your FIRST choice for insurance in the high country!

South Park Insurance

551 Front Street, Fairplay, Colorado • 719.836.2980
www.insurance-southpark.com • emccallum@crsdenver.com
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Colorado’s best kept secret!
103 Vintage
find it in
Pastries & Pies
Soup & Sandwiches
Soft Serve Ice Cream

FLORENCE
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Market

ique
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que
ntique Bouti

103 W Main Street,
Florence, CO 81226

(719) 784-7303

Facebook.com/103 Vintage Market
-Layaway 1/2 Down
1/2 Out
One Day Refund,
Exchange
or Store Credit Only
-Retro, Jewelry
Costume, Name
Brands

2nd Saturday
Sidewalk
Sales!

All clothing is bought
because of material,
color, or design

antique
warehouse

Antiques
Food

Virginia Lindley-Brunn

Wine
124 E. Main St. • Florence, CO
719.372.1016 • mvh876@gmail.com
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 11am-5pm

Beer
Lodging
galleries
museum

Florence Flipping Peddler

Historic
Theater
Info@TheFlippingPeddler.com

Bakery
CBD Wellness
PRoducts

The Short Drive
That Goes
A Long Way!
Gifts, Lay Away,
Gift Wrapping

FlippingPeddler117@gmail.com

115 E. Main StrEEt
FlorEncE, colorado
81226

HourS: WEdnESday Sunday 7-2

Boutique, Gifts, Accessories, Gallery and More
Find us on

Facebook

(719) 784-7664

koppErkEttlEco@gMail.coM

719-280-3345

120 East Main St., Florence, CO

Larry Nelson • 719-338-1628

Native American
Jewelry

50%
OFF!

132 E. Main St. Florence, CO
Old
fashioned
soda
fountain
and ice
cream
parlor

106
East Main
Street
Open
7 days
a week
11-8

