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ASPEN FIRENOOD 15 OUR SPECIALTY
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SEASONED, STANDING
DEAD ASPEN and spruce
firewood now available.
Full cord price $215.

No short cords.

You pick up from Guffey
or delivery (extra charge)
available. Up to 5.25 cords
per load.

We now load thru a rotating
screen to eliminate dirt and
debris to provide a superior
product.

30 Cords 16” Ponderosa Pine
Split 2 Years Ago

Special Price - $200/C-ord
3 Cord Minimum

WOODCHUCK CAN CHUCK A WHOLE LOTTA WOOD!
CALL CHUCK AT 719-689-0586
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SNITCHING LADY DISTILLERY
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WWW.SNITCHINGLADYDISTILLERY.COM
719-838-4224

Pat Pocius

PO Box 459
417 Front St.
Fairplay Colorado 80440

719-836-2698

backroombeads.com * patpocius@gmail.com
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Coyote Creelc Studio Arts

Call To Artists ffowr mex
Looking for the
unique and
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- www.coyotecreekarts.com

patpocius@gmail.com

419 Front Street
719-836-2040

illonzi's

At 501 Front Street

cold beer

511 Front St

Fairplay, Colorado
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719 836-3404

Take Out Menu e 11am-9pm

526 Front St. « 303-880-7258

www.mountainessentialsllc.com

www.Millonzis.com
501 Front Street ~ Fairplay, CO ~ 719-836-9501

) Will be closed Nov. 8-Dec. 2 for
i v maintenance and cleaning.

). . i

i .
y 517-FRONT STREET * FAIRPLAY, CO

and Gift 719-838-3461

HOURS: OPEN DAILY 11AM - CLOSE

7 Fairplay CO « 719-836-7031
dnt.com « Info@saladorestaurant.com
Open 12-8pm. Closed Tues. & Wed. Reservations required due to limited capacity

Come Celebrate Fairplay s Wonderful Fall Ceason

On Deck

his camera back in 2016, when Kathy’s
sister, Carol was visiting and we decided to
check out the Colorado Wolf and Wildlife
Center in Divide. We enjoyed our visit with
each other, as well as meeting the wolves
and other wildlife at CWWC. Kathy looks
forward to the next visit with Carol and the
opportunity to explore Colorado together. We
felt the photo and quote were rather appropri-
ate for our November issue as we live in a
day and age when we speak our truth, respect
each other’s differences and recognize that by
doing so, we create a multi-faceted mosaic of
individuality that reflects our Creator.

You can learn more about magpies in
Beasts of the Peaks as it features the “Op-
portunistic Empath.” Take A4 Look Inside the
Artist; “John Wagner, painter, portrayer” as
Mary Shell uncovers the depths of his talents.
Barbara Pickholz-Weiner tells us how in
“Kindness — doing good does you good” in
Life Enhancing Journeys. Catherine Rodgers
provides examples of how we can “Speak
Godness into goodness” in Musings Along
the Way, making a bridge between our energy
and manifestation. Dr. Bec’s Panning for
Good is “Exploring Legends of the Forest”
where we revisit the elemental realm and
how they impact our lives. For those who
enjoy a well-crafted fable, turn to the center
spread for the only fiction in our publication
to find “Tears of the Crystal Diamond” by
Gilrund the Historian.

Ute Country News is currently seeking
both sales staff and delivery drivers. If you
are interested, please stop in Shipping Plus
in Divide M-F 9-5:30 p.m., call us 719-686-
7587 or email your intent to utecountrynews-
paper@gmail.com.

Would you like to see your pets in Critter
Corner? We would love to feature them! All
you need to do is email utecountrynewspa-
per@gmail.com or snail mail them to POB
753 Divide, CO 80814 or drop them off at
Shipping Plus in Divide M-F 9-5:30 p.m.

Thank you,
— Kathy & Jeff Hansen

eff cap this miﬁéént magpie with .

A special thanks to all listed here for their
professional work and time to make this issue
possible. If you have any questions please
contact the publishers.

Publishers:

High Pine Design

Jeff & Kathy Hansen

POB 753, Divide, CO 80814
719-686-7587
www.Utecountrynews.com
Utecountrynewspaper@ gmail.com

Business Ambassadors/Account Reps:

Feel free to call 719-686-7587 so we can find the sales
representative in your area to best serve your needs.
Flip Boettcher 719-429-3361

Linda Karlin 719-748-3449

Writers:

Chuck Atkinson, Flip Boettcher, Coalition for

the Upper South Platte, Dr. Bec Frazier, Barbara
Pickholz-Weiner, Catherine Rodgers, Mary Shell,
Jessica Stevens, Steven Wade Veatch

Contributors:

AAREF, Ark Valley Humane Society, Annie
Durham, Ben Elick, Bridget Kochel, Linda Groat,
Marianne Mogon, Miriam Mondragon, Pet Food
Pantry, Perini & Associates, SLV Animal Welfare
Society, Christina Sukach, TCRAS, Melissa
Traynham, Ruth Zalewski

Critter Corner:
Submit photos to: utecountrynewspaper@ gmail.
com or PO Box 753, Divide, CO 80814

Publishers Emeritis: Carmon & Beverly Stiles
Cover Photo: Jeff Hansen

The Ute Country News is not responsible for the
content of articles or advertising in this issue. Limit one
copy per reader, please share with others. Back issues
available at www.autecountrynews.com. ©Copyright
2021 Ute Country News, all rights reserved. Material
may not be reproduced without written permission
from the publishers. Please address any comments to
the publishers at utecountrynewspaper @gmail.com or
POB 753 Divide CO 80814.

First Class subscriptions are available for
$36 for 13 issues, or 6 issues for $18.

by Mary Shell

here are many reasons and subjects

painted by artists. From abstract to
realism, artists have been capturing im-
ages for the world to view in wonderment.
I always wondered why an artist would
choose to portray a historical individual
until I was introduced to John’s work. It’s
all about the story. John’s work is impec-
cable in interpreting the story with crisp,
clear images. His style is unique and
pleasant to view. Vivid colors and colorful
characters set the stage on large canvases.
Looking at one of John’s paintings is like
watching a movie...it’s all about the story.
There aren’t too many artists that dedicate
their talents to portraying historical figures
and I give John credit
for continuing the old
stories going through
his art.

I see you paint por-
traits of historical
people, why?

1 like painting peo-
ple that are colorful
and have made a last-
ing impression. Heroes |
as well as villains can
be interesting sub-
Jects to explore. Some
people resonate with the present and are
in some way still contributing their story.
They remain popular and we like to know
more about them.

How old were you when you first
started painting?

I was a child prodigy. In fifth grade my
teacher set me up with paints and board
to paint during recess. I painted Roman
galleons the Cyclops and the Sphinx and
pyramids. These paintings hung on the
walls for 20 years until the school was
torn down.

What’s your favorite medium?
Oil with many glazes.

Can you explain your process?

I paint in a classical style using under-
painting in black and white in acrylic and
later over painting in oil. If people go to
my website, they can see the process in my
videos which shows the paintings in devel-
opment from pencil drawing to finished
artwork.

Who inspires you to create?
My family, friends, and all those that
love beauty and creation.

Who’s your favorite artist?
Leonardo da Vinci

What’s your favorite subject?
People famous and infamous heroes
and villains all are part of our history.

What is the most difficult painting you
have created?

My scratch built old-time steam engine,
a C16 2-8-0 consolidation. The model is
28 in high and eight feet long. It is now in
the permanent collection of the Colorado
Springs Trolley Museum.

Is there anything new in your future?

I’'m working on a series of historical
portraits I call Americana. I started with
the founding fathers and now I'm painting
the Wild West.

What haven’t you tried that you would
like to do in art?

1d like to do storytelling and live per-
formance art. Maybe playing some of the
people I've painted.

What is your favorite painting that you
made?

A Look Inside the Artist
{ John Wagner, painter, portrayer
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Always the one I'm working on at the
present time, which is Lottie Deno the
gambling Queen of hearts.

What is it that you want people to see in
your art?

A better understanding of themselves
and the culture they live in.

How do you choose your subjects?
By their popularity and continuing
interest by the public.

In your process of painting, do you
make several studies before the finished
work?

Not usually, I work a lot out in my mind
and jump into it.

Do you create a story with your paint-
ings?
Always, I now label them with many

WJ{
of the names and dates of the people I'm
painting.

I know you work on large canvases,
how long does one of your paintings
take?

Usually I tell people 78 years, but four
to six weeks to finish them.

1 like painting people that are color-
ful and have made a lasting impression.
Heroes as well as villains can be interest-
ing subjects to explore. Some people leave
a lasting impression and are still in a way
contributing. They remain popular and we
like to know more about them.

You can find more about John Wagner
at www.johnphilipwagner.com and also
John Philip Wagner art on YouTube.

Live in Ute Country part time but want the mountain living all the time?

Take us with you!

first-class subscription.

Name:

first-class subscription.

Address:

Phone:

City State Zip

D $36 for 1 year (13 issues!)

$18 for 6-months (6 issues!)

Mail to: Ute Country News, PO Box 753 ¢ Divide, CO 80814
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TIMBERLINE
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Prescribed burning in Pikes Peak Historical Society

"Saving The Forest One Tree At A Time"

Keep our forests healthy and

beautiful with Mitigation

CALL TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO [
GET A PROPERTY EVALUATION FOR

WILDFIRE RISK AND TREE HEATLH.
All estimates are free with no contract.

Tree Removal & Trimming

Forest Floor Clean up
Firewise Mitigation
Forestry Mitigation
Slash Removal
Chipping

Tree Climbing

Timberline specializes in a
variety of services including
but not limited to:

336 Main Street
Guffey, CO
719-631-1963

dana@theguffeybakery.com
www.theguffeybakery.com

* Breakfast * Sandwiches
* Pastries * Cookies

* Breads * Dinners

* Pizza ‘

ok | 0
Winter Hours:%%
Fri Sun & Mon 8-3 and.

Chaffee County

As part of the ongoing hazardous fuels
reduction project, the Salida Ranger
District plans to conduct prescribed burns
in Chaffee County continuing through
December 2021, conditions permitting.

The Mount Shavano Prescribed Fire
project includes burning 434 acres five
to seven miles west-northwest of Poncha
Springs, Colorado. The North Trout Creek
Prescribed Fire project includes burning
917 acres approximately four miles east of
Buena Vista, Colorado.

“Using low-intensity and managed
prescribed fire helps promote the health
and diversity of different ecosystems,”
said Acting Salida District Ranger Destiny
Chapman. “Prescribed fire projects help
reduce hazardous fuel build up on the
landscape, which enhances public and
firefighter safety.”

The Mount Shavano Prescribed Fire
project is located between Lost Creek
(Forest Service Road 219) and North Fork
(County Road 240); and near Placer Creek
(Forest Service Road 250A) and Droney
Gulch. Temporary road closures of Forest
Service Roads 250, 250A, and 219 will
be necessary during the burns for safety
reasons.

The North Trout Creek Prescribed Fire
project is located between McGee Gulch
and Shields Gulch along Forest Service
Roads 305, 315 and 376, starting in early
November 2021. Temporary road closures

of Forest Service Roads 305, 315, and
376 will be necessary during the burns for
safety reasons.

To facilitate burning, each of the select-
ed areas have been prepared in advance
to ensure safe fire operations. These pre-
scribed burns will help reduce the heavy
fuel loading that poses a safety threat to
the recreating public and firefighters sup-
pressing wildfires in the area.

Ignitions will occur only when weather
and fuel conditions meet established pa-
rameters and when smoke impacts can be
managed within established requirements.
Ignition and burning operations may con-
tinue for several days depending on the
size of area being burned. Fire personnel
will monitor the burns until the fires are
completely out.

Smoke is a natural byproduct of fire and
some amounts are unavoidable. How-
ever, fire managers and prescribed fire
specialists look carefully at the proximity
of communities and determine the least
amount of smoke impact to the public dur-
ing prescribed burning. Expect smoke to
be visible throughout the Arkansas River
Valley and Park County once the burns
begin. Smoke may also linger over the
burn areas for a few days following initial
ignitions. For more information on smoke,
please visit: https://cdphe.colorado.gov/
indoor-air-quality/health-effects-of-wood-
smoke.

Prescribed burning in

Park County

As part of ongoing hazardous fuels
reduction projects, the South Park
Ranger District will conduct prescribed
burns in the Wilson, Obrien and Beaver
project areas in Park County, which began
mid-October and continuing through De-
cember 2021, conditions permitting.

“The use of prescribed fire helps to in-
crease the overall health of the forest and
protect communities from wildfire,” said
South Park District Ranger Josh Voorhis.
“By managing the landscape using low to
moderate intensity fire, carefully managed
by fire and fuel specialists, we promote
more resilient landscapes.”

For both firefighter and public safety,
forest visitors can expect occasional
closures in affected areas during ignition
operations.

The Wilson project area is about 400
acres, located one-half mile South of Lake
George, Colorado, near the entrance to
Eleven Mile Canyon. The project units are
east of Park County Road 61 and west of
Wilson Lake Estates Subdivision.

The Beaver project area is about 200
acres, located approximately nine miles
south-southwest of Lake George, Colora-
do. It is south of County Road 98 and east
of County Road 100 — south of the Beaver
Valley and Echo Valley subdivisions.

The Obrien project is about three miles
southwest of Lake George, Colorado, and
southeast of County Road 92. Approxi-
mately 200 acres are planned for burning

Vivaca

Adopt Me » rcras

at this location just south of Forest Road
251.1B.

To facilitate burning, each of the select-
ed areas have been prepared in advance to
help ensure safe burning operations. These
prescribed burns will reduce fuel loading
and the risk to the public and firefighters
suppressing wildfires in the area.

Ignitions will occur only when weather
and fuel conditions meet established
parameters and when smoke impacts can
be managed within established require-
ments. Ignition and burning operations
may continue for several days depending
on the size of area being burned.

Smoke is a natural byproduct of fire and
some amounts are unavoidable. However,
smoke impacts from prescribed fires
are much less than from a wildfire. Fire
managers must obtain permits from the
state, which sets conditions to help reduce
smoke impacts. Expect smoke to be vis-
ible from the surrounding area, including
the Highway 24 corridor. Smoke may also
linger over the burn areas for a few days
following initial ignitions. For more in-
formation on smoke, please visit: https://
www.colorado.gov/indoor-air-qualtiy/
wood-smoke-and-health.

Follow @PSICC_NF on Twitter for
up-to-date information on this and other
topics. Use #LkGeoRX for South Park
Ranger District prescribed fire informa-
tion and notification of when burns will
take place.

presents Auction 2021

In the shadow of the successful online
auction in 2020, Pikes Peak Historical
Society (PPHS) is once again holding
their annual auction online. The auc-
tion is the major fundraising event of the
year. It’s easy, it’s fun, and you could
win some very nice items. The auction
will go live off the PPHS website; http://
www.pikespeakhsmuseum.org, just look
for the auction icon that will take you to
the auction site. Once there, everything is
self-explanatory.

Donations of items for the auction can be
made by calling the museum at 719-748-
8259. “We are looking for services, gift
certificates, trips, guided tours, handmade
quilts, craft items, artwork, and cash dona-
tions are always welcome,” said Jeff Mc-
Cammon, one of the organizers of the event.

PPHS is among the largest non-profits in
Teller County, with almost 500 members.
Over 99% of the annual revenue is applied
toward the museums and various programs.
PPHS owns and operates two muse-
ums; The Pikes Peak Historical Society
Museum, at 18033 Teller County Road #1
across from the Florissant Post Office, and
the Schoolhouse Museum located at Teller
County Road #31 and Wildhorn Rd. Ac-
cess to both museums is free to the public.

PPHS volunteers also manage the
historic Florissant Cemetery on behalf

of Teller County and they present free
educational programs during the year on
natural science or historical topics. The
organization installed beautiful sandstone
signs for the town of Florissant and built
an informational kiosk on the east side of
town. All these programs and more, are
done without taxpayer money. They are
funded completely by donations, mem-
berships, grants, and the generosity of
the citizens of Teller and Park Counties.
They are an IRS qualified 501(c)(3) [FID
#84-1259188] non-profit organization,
incorporated and operating since 1988.

With pandemic concerns, they were
only able to open their museums on a
limited basis and were not able to offer
their educational programs, but the cost of
upkeep continues.

“We appreciate the support we receive
by donations from businesses in Teller and
Park Counties for our auction. Our auction
has great items for the house, weekend
getaways at several resorts, collectables,
and gift certificates to local restaurants,”
said John Rakowski, president of PPHS.

Visit the web site, http://www.pike-
speakhsmuseum.org, for more informa-
tion and click on the auction icon to go
directly to the auction site.

“Good luck and happy bidding,” Ra-
kowski concluded.

CPW seeks feedback on
big game hunting

olorado

Parks
and Wildlife
(CPW) is
considering
changes to
policies and
regulations
that could po-
tentially im-
pact how big
game hunting
licenses are
distributed
in the state.
CPW is cur-
rently seeking
public input
from resident
and non-
resident big
game hunters and stakeholders through
an online comment form, followed by a
survey and public meetings next year. The
feedback will help the Parks and Wildlife
Commission and the agency determine if
the current policies need to be revised.

Public interested in big game hunting

can provide feedback now via an online
10-question Big Game Hunting License
Distribution Public Comment Form. Your
feedback will help identify the highest pri-
ority topics for review by CPW over the
next year. Feedback must be submitted by
Nov. 22, 2021. (https://cdnr.sjc1.qualtrics.

Adopt Me s
Boris

com/jfe/form/SV_becxx8XP8pgrfl1k)

The big game license distribution topics
being considered are resident and non-
resident elk and deer license allocation,
preference points, weighted points and
over-the-counter elk licenses.

To inform the review of license dis-
tribution topics, CPW is offering mul-
tiple opportunities for the public to get
involved. The timeline for this process is
now through the fall of 2022. For more
information, read the CPW Big Game
Hunting License Distribution FAQs or
subscribe to our Hunting eNews for the
latest hunting information.

CripPLE CREEK CARE CENTER

Your Colorado Mountain Home

Love of the Colorado mountains does not fade with age!

-y < v
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WE ARE A 5-STAR COMMUNITY

b

With fall comes a time for thanks. We would like
to take this time to thank our community and
families for all your support this last year! We
would also like to give many thanks to our
AMAZING and CARING staff for going above and
beyond in making sure our residents are well cared
for.

If you have any questions about our services please
do not hesitate to give us a call.

We are a family-oriented community that takes pride in
the care and services we offer to our residents.

Dedicated x%xx% Committed
to Quality 9SWREARE | to Caring

Lawrence Cowan, Administrator

700 North ‘A’ Street ~ Cripple Creek
719.689.2931

Call to discuss your personal needs and schedule a facility tour

WWW.CC-Cate.otg

Saturday 8-7pm ello, I am a very fun loving, smart, and
beautiful girl. I am hoping to find a new y

beginning where I can go for long walks, hiking |
and some couch time. Please don’t wait, I am )
so ready. Call TCRAS 719-686-7707 to set up
an appointment to spend some time with me. It
will be as much a treat for you as me! Hope to
see you soon!

This space donated by the Ute Country News
to promote shelter animal adoption.

Boris is a Doberman mix, about a year old,
who came from a not-so-good situation. This
poor guy was very skinny and hungry, yet still
so loving and outgoing. The resilience of dogs is
amazing! He holds no grudges and is ready for a
new family who can appreciate his sweet person-
ality. He’ll be a great addition to an active family.
To meet Boris, call 719-761-5320.

This space donated by the Ute Country News to
promote shelter animal adoption.

Featuring clas
Italian cuisine.
Saturdays 2-7pm

Reservations recommended!
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WORLDWIDE AWARD WINNING TATTOO ARTIST
RICHIE STREATE

503 Main St.  Cafion City, CO
richietats@msn.com
TheDungeonInc.com

719-275-3050

CELEBRATING 12 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

&
GRAVE :IMAGE

Stone Carving- Monuments - Repairs

dial 719 209 0730

"Satisfied Customers throughout Colorado"

Home Equity l{'ne of Credit

No Closing Costs with a
Minimum Advance of (
= $10,000!* ‘

- | T

PUT YOUR HOUSE TO WORK FOR YOU!
GET CASH FOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS,
VACATIONS, SCHOOL & MORE!

720 W. Midland Ave
Woodland Park
(719) 473-5962
www.pikespeakcu.com

"NMLS ID #781767. Valid on new home equity lines of credit only. No closing costs is subject to change
without nofice. Must advance HELOG a minimum of $10,000 at closing to qualify for no closing costs.
Appraisal fee may apply if one is required to determine your home’s value. All loans are subject to final
credit and property approval. Minimum monthly payment required is $100 or the monthly interest due,
whichever is greater. Financing available throughout Colorado. Must be secured by your owner-occupied
residence and property insurance is required. Available credit lines range from $10,000 - $200,000, depending
on the loan to value. Interest rates are dependent upon credit qualifications and loan to value. HELOCs have

variable interest rates. Consult a tax advisor for further information
* WE WON!

regarding the deductibility of interest and charges.
. BEST bestofteller.com

Pikes Peak
Credit Union

Certain other conditions and restrictions may apply. 9

WPHS receives grants for

STEM and FCS

he Woodland Park High School

(WPHS) in Woodland Park School Dis-
trict RE-2 recently received several grants
totaling $22,000 to provide hands-on, inter-
disciplinary STEM-based curriculum that
uniquely prepares students for life beyond
the classroom and for students enrolled in
Family Consumer Science (FCS) classes.

Newmont Mining provided a $2,500
grant to complete the remodel of the
Family Consumer Science Room that was
begun in the Spring, 2021. The ProStart
kitchen had an extensive remodel and new
equipment was purchased including food
processors and blenders for all six stations,
three TVs and a camera to use for display-
ing food demonstrations on the TVs.

“The remodel entailed taking out an
interior classroom wall and opening up
the kitchen to allow for more space for
the culinary and ProStart classes here
at the WPHS,” said Casie Nash, ProS-
tart Instructor. “The grant money from
Newmont, in addition to the $5,000 in
special funding from The Rachael Ray
Foundation will allow us to engage and
educate high school students interested in
exploring restaurant and foodservice jobs
and careers. I can’t wait to see what these
students will accomplish this school year.

For the STEM-related grant funded
projects, there are two beneficiaries:

The first is a project to design and build
a Solar Boat, which was awarded $3,500
through the Rocky Mountain AFCEA
(Armed Forces Communications and
Electronics Association) 2021 STEM
Teacher Grant Program. This unique pro-
ject being led by WPHS science teacher
David Card also received $3,500 from
Newmont Mining.

The AFCEA Rocky Mountain Chapter
is a leader in the Colorado Springs com-
munity, unifying the area’s military, gov-
ernment, industry and academic partners
to advance the continuing education of
today’s young leaders in science, tech-
nology, engineering, math and computer
science fields (STEM).

“The Solar Boat team recently conduct-
ed our first meeting. Over the next couple
weeks, we will be hashing out the theme
of the boat and which sub-groups the
students will be divided into solar, electri-
cal, drivetrain, and ancillary structures
(steering, safety, seating),” said Card. “I
will be driving up to Cheyenne to pick
up the marine grade materials we need in
the next couple of weeks and construction
will commence shortly thereafter.”

The second project is being funded
through a Project Lead The Way (PLTW)-
Lockheed Martin Cybersecurity grant
in the amount of $10,000. WPHS will
offer a PLTW’s high school program in
PLTW Computer Science focused on the
next race to space being cybersecurity.
No longer is the U.S. trying to best other
countries (USSR/Russia) racing to the
moon, now the measure of the best is
found in cybersecurity.

The opportunity is made possible

2

Diesel

Hi everybody, my name is Diesel. I am look-
ing for a forever home. I left an abusive
relationship and I’'m looking for someone who
will admire a sweet, lovable and aim-to-please
type of a guy. [ would like my forever home to
have people who are active because I’m only
10 months old. I also like girls. Boys my size
are ok, too. I can play with dogs, just not rough
‘cause I'm still learning! T am over 50 pounds,
neutered, chipped and current on all vaccines.

Please email woof(@slvaws.org.

through a partnership between Lockheed
Martin and PLTW, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that offers transformative classroom
and learning experiences for PreK-12
students, including hands-on interdiscipli-
nary STEM-based curriculum that uniquely
prepares students for life beyond the class-
room through pathways in computer sci-
ence, engineering, and biomedical science.

WPHS is joining more than 12,200
schools across the U.S. providing oppor-
tunities for brighter futures for all students
and will use funds from the grant to add
PLTW’s Computer Science Cybersecurity
course and help cover annual program fees,
teacher professional development, and re-
quired classroom equipment and materials.

Kevin Burr, WPHS Principal and Karen
Hamlow, WPHS Assistant Principal wrote
the grant application and WPHS was one of
only three schools in Colorado to receive a
grant. “The funded program is part of our
Cybersecurity career pathway,” said Ham-
low. “The pathway will culminate with a
Cybersecurity A+ certification (if the student
takes all courses). Earning this certification
would mean a student is career ready.”

PLTW programs are nationally rec-
ognized and certified trainers work with
UCCS to allow students to earn 3 UCCS
credits while in high school. “We already
partner with UCCS in our Engineering
pathway courses (2 courses) and will be
working to certify our Computer Science
Pathways. If students complete 3 PLTW
courses, they are eligible for an additional
college scholarship,” explained Hamlow.

PLTW programs also include profes-
sional development opportunities that
provide teachers with the support and re-
sources they need to devote more time to
inspiring students. The PLTW Core Train-
ing supports teachers as they engage their
students in real-world learning. Teachers
will encounter best-in-class experiences
that keep them on the forefront of how
to prepare students for the demands of
tomorrow. WPHS math teacher Laura
Ferguson is currently in training while
teaching this course. The grant will cover
training for Ms. Ferguson, and a software/
operating system for 2 years.

“WPHS talks about our motto of Real
Learning. Real life. The E in REAL stands
for Experiential. We want our students
to have hands-on experiences with their
learning to push their understanding to the
next level,” said Burr. “Therefore, we are
purposefully growing the programs that
offer students the opportunity to apply
book knowledge to the real world.”

“PLTW is proud to partner with Wood-
land Park High School to inspire students
to excel in math and science,” said Dr.
Vince Bertram, PLTW President and
CEO. “Together, we’re empowering mil-
lions of young people to become inspired
problem solvers. We’re passionate about
equipping the next generation of students
with the in-demand, real-world knowledge
and skills they need to go further whatever
path they choose.”

by SLV Animal Welfare Society
Adopt Me .

This space donated by the Ute Country News to promote shelter animal adoption.

CC-V Career Exploration Fair

by Annie Durham

usiness owners: have you ever wondered who might be running your business in the

future?

Cripple Creek-Victor School is holding a Career Exploration Fair on November 17,
from 2-4 p.m. We are currently reaching out to a variety of industries to represent at the
fair. This is your chance to share the excitement you have for your business or industry
with the future’s workforce! Students will be visiting the fair by grade level (9th-12th)
and each grade level group will have approximately 30 minutes to visit as many tables as

they wish (tables provided). As far as the presentation format and materials, that is entirely

up to you. Our second lunch ends at 1:05 p.m. so we will be doing a very quick turnover
of the cafetorium. Businesses can begin setting up their tables at 1:30 p.m. The Career
Exploration Fair runs from 2-4 p.m. If you are interested in representing your business
and industry, we would love to have you! Please contact Annie Durham at adurham@)
ccvschools.com. We would like final confirmation by Thursday, Nov 11.

Obituary

Matthew Thomas Kahl

atthew Thomas Kabhl, loving hus-

band, father, brother, and a devoted
friend, veteran and advocate, passed away
Monday, Sept. 13, 2021, at his home in
Divide. He was born to Colonel Thomas
Allen Kahl (USMC, retired) and Patricia
Kahl on August 19, 1977, in Manassas,
Virginia, and spent his early years trave-
ling as part of his military family to North
Carolina, Norway, and Japan.

After graduating from Jacksonville
High School in North Carolina, Matt
attended Appalachian State University
where he majored in Behavioral Neu-
roscience. In 2007, Matt enlisted in the
U.S. Army. He served in Afghanistan for
over four years as a gunner in the 101st
Airborne Division, 4th Brigade Combat
Troop, 1/506 Infantry Regiment “Band of
Brothers,” Alpha Company. After injuries
sustained, Matt was discharged with full
disability in 2011.

While Matt’s injury and initial years af-
ter discharge were traumatic, they also held
the seeds of the calling that would occupy
the rest of his professional life. After dis-
charge Matt, like many veterans, suffered
from debilitating PTSD, and his condition
did not respond to the various painkillers,
anti-anxiety drugs, and sleep medications
prescribed to him. In 2013, however, Matt
discovered that certain strains of cannabis
provided relief from his symptoms that the
prescription medicines did not.

After this discovery, and now able to
successfully manage his PTSD, Matt
became a “new man” in his words, and
one determined to help others as he had
been helped. Matt became one of the first
registered hemp farmers in Colorado and
the country. Matt served on the Colorado
Department of Agriculture’s Pesticide
Advisory Committee. Always intent on
helping veterans, he became the Colorado
state president of the Weeds for Warriors
non-profit and the Director of Horticulture
for the HeroGrown Foundation, both non-
profits devoted to providing free cannabis
to veterans suffering from PTSD.

As an
activist,
Matt was
a strong
voice for
veterans
suffer-
ing from
PTSD.
Matt appeared on national TV shows like
CBS This Morning and NBC Dateline to
tell his story and advocate for veterans’
health and access to medical marijuana.
He was the founder and director of the
Veterans for Natural Rights, a non-profit
organization devoted to the discovery and
study of plant-based healing compounds.
He hosted 16:20, a radio series on the
Veterans’ Network featuring facts and
stories on the uses of medical marijuana.
Matt was featured in the 2019 documen-
tary From Shock to Awe about veterans’
struggles and recovery from PTSD. Matt
testified regularly at the state capitol
advocating for veterans with PTSD, and
was integral in the 2017 passage of SB17,
the Colorado state law allowing medical
marijuana in the treatment of PTSD.

Matt is survived by his loving wife
Aimee and his sons Gray and Noah; his
parents Patricia and Thomas Kahl; and his
brothers Nathan Kahl and Charles Kahl
and their families. Matt leaves a void that
will never be filled but a legacy that will
last forever. Matt’s impact on his family
and the community he served will forever
be felt and missed.

A fundraiser to benefit the Kahl Fam-
ily and Divide First Responders will be
held Sunday, December 5, 2021, at the
Historic Ute Inn at 204 W. Midland Ave
in Woodland Park. There will be a silent
auction, food and music by The Electric
EBT Blues Trio. Donations accepted by
Lyn Hinkle 719-233-0509, Mary Oliver
at liveyourstorywell@gmail.com or
Wendy Turner, coltynscue@yahoo.com
and also accepted at https://gofund.me/
c4289894.

Stevens Carpet Plus

Your Local Source For All Your Flooring Needs

// 14d warmth and beauty to your floors
| this chllly Wovember with new ’carpet

A Happy Thanksgiving!
Visit our showroom at 18109 Teller CR 1
or Call 719-748-1126 or 719-822-6822
For your Free In Home Estimate.
Showroom Hours: M-F 10-5, Sat. by appointment

Closed Wednesday November 24 thru Sunday November 28
» Back to regular hours Monday, November 29
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CHRISTMAS

2021 “Season’s Readings”

PARADE

Woodland Park, Colorado

Holiday Treasure Hunt! -~
Visit LSOC Sponsors €.
each Friday for clues to find

the HIDDEN BOOK!

g Ginger bread

. House Contest!
D Qp your entries off at the
%Woodland Park or
“Florissant Library

Y% . On exhibit Dec 4-18 «

Mike’s Crazy Hat Contest!
Design a CRAZY hat.
Bring your hat to UPCC following
the Parade at 7 PM.
WOW the crowd!

i reat Prizesl|

“Deck the Eaves”

~_Holiday Window Contest!
Crazy Hat Contest!

Tree Lighting Ceremony
\ in Memorial Park!
2021 Beneficiaries
v Teier Smmﬁ,\%/jor\f

Neighborhood Decorating Contest!
Downtown Woodland Park

\
Shop Local! Shop Small Business! \_

7 PIKES PEAK

COMMUNITY & VETERANS

WORKFORCE CENTER I:Al R
A proud partner of the Amerlc/a;}obCenter‘nmwork

'_VWEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 10 _2021

y

ALL JOB SEEKERS WELCOME ‘;%

Colorado Springs

For details, to register

3960 Palmer Park Bivd.
A FventCenter Celorado Springs, CO 80909

10 AM ACTIVE DUTY, GUARD & RESERVE
VETERANS & THEIR SPOUSES
11 AM - 3 PM OPEN TO GENERAL PUBLIC 4

or view the list of employers, visit

ppwfc.org/usaa-job-fair

75 Employers Ready to Hire!

* Veterans are entitled to priority of service. *

Sponsored by USAA®

We know what it means to serve
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é by Dr. Bec

recently slipped away for an afternoon and
A found myself transported to a magical world
i full of elves, fairies, dragons and more right

b here in the heart of our Colorado mountains.

i 1 punched in my code at the first gate on the
right after turning off Teller County Road 11 in
Florissant onto Teller County Road 111, drove
8 up the driveway and met Carmen Kuhns, art-
ist extraordinaire, on her beautiful moss-rock

®  covered mountainside. Back behind the barn,
| % - where rugged Icelandic horses graced my view,
. a stone strewn, artistically pleasing gravel path
W beckoned me to cross into another realm. At the
"L end of the path, Carmen’s husband Michael had
built what they call, the “Elf House.” This labor
¢ of love was designed to beautifully display
* unique collectible art pieces created to bring
¢ hope, healing, and connection to every individ-
X ual who enters and to infuse them once again
with childlike excitement found in imagination,
A EOUL (rcams, and thoughts of new adventures.
M While enjoying the peaceful atmosphere of soft
-~ lights, soothing sounds of a bubbling fountain and
% Celtic music, I began looking at the exquisitely

% designed figures in the Elf House. My focus kept
§ resting on one figure that encapsulated the excite-
&' ment I experience when finding beautiful stones
~ in the earth (see picture below). The happiness
. in the eyes of the elf holding an amethyst crystal
- captured my feelings perfectly. The detail in the
%1 face was extraordinary.

@t Carmen explained the process of bringing to
8 life the cold porcelain faces is something that
% can never be done on a large scale because each
. creation is made by one artist and is one of a

* kind. As Carmen and many of the other seven

- masterful artists create each unique piece, they
visualize a character and then continue to refine
. that vision while they simultaneously create,
. receiving inspiration about what personal-

. ity to shape into the porcelain in the moment.

+ Carmen often gets up around 2 a.m. and begins
Wb sceing in her mind what the figure looks like.

#1/ She then explains, “It’s like somebody’s telling
+ me what to create right then, like I’m making
it for a reason, for a specific person.” She has
seen this feeling become a reality as people buy
her work and share their personal connection
*  with and reasons for choosing that specific fig-
~ ure. There are over 2,000 collectible art pieces

© in the Elf House for visitors to choose from.
' The name of Carmen’s business, Legends of
£ the Forest, speaks to legends involving magical
¢ worlds and peoples that have been passed down
B from a variety of European countries including
¥&.  Scotland, England, Ireland, Germany and Ice-
¢4 land. Surprisingly to me, there are some similar
"\ legends found in South American countries such
' as Chile where the elves are called Duendes.
. Parts and pieces of these legends are still being
used to entertain us today. Books and movies
such as Lord of the Rings, Disney’s Frozen, The
Hobbit, or Peter Pan incorporate within them
enchanting envi-
ronments, stories
i and characters
inspired by past
generations.
Carmen shared
that some of the
characters found
in legends are of-
ten looking to help
humans and can
be classified into
the four elements
of earth, air, fire,
and water. She
continues, “Elves
are part of the
earth group along
with trolls and
gnomes. They are
grounded into the
earth and nature.
| Fairies are of the

30T

0
¥ Exploring Legends of the Forest

f

3 3 ik 5 4\ y
B s i g ¢

¥ Good

air and are light and airy, they help those who

could benefit from that. Dragons are associ-

ated with the fire element and are for people
who are passive and need more fire in their
lives or need to take more risks. Mermaids are
for cleansing and connecting with water.” The
whimsy, magic, and just plain fun surrounding
the worlds of elves, mermaids, dragons, fairies
and the like, can spark our creativity.

Humans are designed to be involved in crea-
tive adventures; it is in our nature! We do it for
a variety of reasons, including:

1 To experience the enjoyment of the crea-
tive process itself. The excitement, energy,
words, and imagery experienced during the
creative process can feel like a download of
inspiration in the moment (similar to what
Carmen described previously).

2 To solve problems. “Necessity is the mother
of invention” (Plato). We think of and put
into practice better ways to do things and
benefit from the results.

3 To teach important concepts and/or share some-
thing of value. When I think of this reason to
create, I think of C.S. Lewis and how he inten-
tionally taught important life lessons through
his writings and stories such as in the Chroni-
cles of Narnia. This also reminds me of music,
paintings, photographs, movies and books that
have inspired me to do and be better.

4 To disconnect from difficult circumstances
and offer the mind something positive, dif-
ferent and engaging to focus on. Currently,
we are facing many societal challenges
including the pandemic, fires and political
unrest, to name just a few. Many people are
coping in a variety of positive ways includ-
ing adopting animals, watching movies,
cooking and reading more, learning new
skills and adopting new hobbies. One fun
activity people are currently engaging in is
designing fairy or elf houses.

Recently, I was intrigued when I learned
about a friend and a family member intention-
ally sprinkling some happier, magical elements
into this difficult time by engaging in creating
homes for tiny fairies in their yards or gar-
dens. Then I found out, it’s a thing. One friend
creates them with her grandchildren. What a
great creative outdoor activity to help engage a
child’s imagination (and a grandmother’s too)!
The idea is to collect natural items to create
homes for tiny fairies. The process is designed
to be open-ended, free of time expectations or
stress, and the house itself can be however sim-
ple or elaborate as wanted. There are a couple
of rules, what the creator collects and builds
with has to be natural and gathered in a way
that does not destroy or hurt anything in the
process. This project allows the builders to get
to know their natural environment, to notice, to
touch, and to imagine in happy ways. For in-
stance, did you know it is entirely possible for
a pine nut to become a pot roast, or for twigs to
be formed into bunk beds? This engaging out-
door activity originated on islands off the coast
of New England. Similar to fairy houses, Car-
men creates elf houses also built with natural
materials focusing on the Earth element. She
suggests including all four elements, fire, water,
air and earth to create a complete house.

If you have been wanting to step away from
some of the drama and cares of our current
circumstances or are looking for one-of-a-kind
meaningful Christmas gift, a visit to Carmen
and Michael Kuhns’ ElIf House would be a great
idea. It definitely rekindled my inner child and
reminded me to use my imagination to disengage
from negative thoughts and situations that might
arise. It also reminded me of how powerfully art
can be used to express emotion and create con-
nection and hope. The best way to reach Carmen
and set up an appointment to visit the EIf House
is to call 505-382-4412. Guests are welcome at

Elf house in a log (above).
Cover: Carmen Kuhns at the door of the Elf } :
House +*
some of the art collectibles can be seen on their b7
Legends of the Forest Facebook page. :
Resources:
Brian Froud’s World of Faerie
Faeries of the Faultlines as Observed & Docu- «
mented by Iris Compiet
Brian Froud's Faeries’ Tales by Brian and
Wendy Froud A
Fairy Houses (The Fairy House Series) written &4
& illustrated by Tracy Kane '\ .
Fairy House Handbook by Liza Gardner Walsh { :
The Magical Healing Powers of Fairy Houses
by Meredith Reed https://vaptplay.wordpress. *
com/2013/08/08/the-magical-healing-power-
of-fairy-houses-2/

Quote:

“Even with all the difficult challenges the hu-
man race is currently facing, you can still dream,
you can still create, you can still believe.”

— Carmen Kuhns

Jokes from laffgaff.com, scarymommy.com
and finfriends.com:

Q: What do you call a philosophical fairy?
A: Thinkerbell

Q: What do the best dancing dragons train to
compete in?
A: A Talon Show

Q: What does a mermaid wear to math class?
A: Algebra

Q: What are Santa’s elves favorite type of
music?
A: Wrap

Challenge:

Disconnect from challenging circumstances
and avoid negative mental ruts through creative
pursuits that include natural elements. Building
a fairy house from gathered natural materials is
one way, or it might be fun to design something
unique such as a wreath or centerpiece with
leaves, pine cones, nuts and seeds that have
recently fallen all around us. Maybe design and
bring to life an indoor fountain with water cas-
cading over beautiful stones? Carving something
from dead wood or stacking rocks from your e
yard into artistic sculptures are a couple of easy ¥4
ways to connect with nature and keep creative ¢
juices flowing. The combination of imagination
and nature can be fused intentionally to create
powerful benefits during this challenging time!

Editor’s note: Ute Country News first covered
Legends of the Forest in our September 2019

by Jessica Stevens

orning sunlight filtered through

the tall narrowleaf cottonwoods.
Songbirds chirped and trilled in the boughs
laden with the fluffy cotton of late spring
as some drifted like snow to the new grass
below. Children crunched across the crack-
ling gravel of the playground, screaming
in mirth. The wooden picnic tables lay
burdened with colorful cloth and boasted
of birthday delicacies: buffalo wings, fries,
hamburgers, candy and cake. We played
wholesome games of old, like Red Rover
and The Ground is Lava, until we were
breathless. Sitting at the delightful tables,
we ate to our little hearts’ content. My
friend began to open her presents, every-
one’s attention rapt with her joy.

“TWAA!” the atmosphere split. Shreds
of joy flitted around and dissipated. Heads
turned in alarm, searching for the intrud-
ing noisemaker. Upon a green trash can
nearby perched a most beautiful bird,
its black plumage divided by iridescent
wings and marked by white bands, staring
with dark, intelligent eyes. The magpie
gazed straight into the heart of the party,
glided to the festive table, and lit upon a
glittering present. She shrieked into the
silence once more... “TWAA! TWAA!
TWAA!”...as if scolding us for having not
invited her or thanking us for letting her
gatecrash, then plucked up some French
fries and lifted herself to the heights from
whence she had flown.

Laughter rent the air as we exhaled
surprise at the magpie’s boldness. A few
more times throughout the morning she
flew down to gather leftovers abandoned
at the picnic tables.

This was my first real encounter with a
black-billed magpie: a medium-sized bird
with mostly black plumage, marked with
white bellies, shoulder and wing patches,
iridescent blue-green tailfeathers and iri-
descent primaries. The distal end of their
wings are marked white as well. Black-
billed magpies can grow up to two feet
long and have a clear staccato “ka-ka-ka”
or “twa-twa-twa” call.

There are many kinds of true magpies
throughout the world, but only two in
North America. One lives in California
and is called the yellow-billed magpie. The
other is referred to as the black-billed mag-
pie and inhabits the continent from Canada
to New Mexico and from California to
Nebraska. They prefer riparian zones, away
from vast plains and very dense woodland.
Magpies love mountainous regions because
the ecology is so rich: plenty of loose
woods to hide in, small fields to soar over,
and streams of cold water to drink. These
magpies are different than their cousins
because they have iridescent and fluffier
plumage, which causes their beak to look
shorter than the Eurasian magpie. They

Beasts of the Peaks

The opportunistic empath

often walk along the ground instead of hop
like many birds do. Black billed magpies’
calls also sound more like a raven than its
Eurasian and African cousins.’

Every place on earth has its scavengers.
On the plains of Colorado and the Midwest,
those birds are the common grackle, which
sound like an ambulance in the sky. New
York and other cities have pigeons. The
Rockies, though, have the magpie. They
could eat anything, as their name sug-
gests. A magpie’s Latin designation is pica
hudsonia. There is a medical condition,
usually caused by a nutritional deficiency,
called “pica.” It is when a person craves dirt,
rocks, or other non-food items. Magpies will
indeed eat almost anything, and so they are
named. Pica comes from the Greek word
“cissa”, which devolved to “pica” then “pie”
(as in pied piper), which means mottled. It
was a European habit in the 14th and 15th
centuries to name birds with human names,
and these birds were first called Margarets.
Shorten that to Maggie then again to Mag,
and that’s how we have the name “mag-
pie.” It is unclear where the name hudsonia
derives, though it probably comes from
the region they were first noted or even the
person who named them.

These beautiful birds are monogamous,
finding a mate around two years of age.
The male dances elaborately to attract a
female, and the two begin life together.
Pairs build a domed nest out of mud,
twigs, pine needles and grass. Occasion-
ally, a pair will dispute where the nest
should be made and both independently
start one, only until one concedes and
joins the other. “Divorces” have been
observed between magpies, and it seems
that the magpies in Alberta have a higher
divorce rate (63%) than the magpies of
South Dakota, who only have an 8%
divorce rate. Perhaps it’s the higher taxes
in Canada. Who knows!

They breed between March and July
and usually have one clutch per year but
will try again if the first fails. Magpies
will mob intruders, then fight fiercely.
They can even recognize individuals out
of a crowd and have been recorded attack-
ing only those who have disturbed their
nest on previous occasions. Mated pairs
will have six to seven eggs per clutch,
which are greenish gray and flecked with
brown. After hatching, young birds learn
to fly within four weeks and leave home
after two months. Interestingly, though
magpies will eat nearly anything, parents
only feed their babies animal matter, like
meat. After magpie pairs leave their nest
to build a new one elsewhere, the old nest
is often occupied by other predatory birds
like owls and hawks. Though magpies
keep together in groups during all times
of year, they do not roost together in trees.

WANT TO BE A BETTER VERSION OF YOURSELE?

Discover Your Own Path, so You can Feel More Comfortable,
Confident & Peaceful. You will learn valuable tools & how to use them to
Make a Difterence in Your Life. Get New Perspective Quickly.

o RN o Psychotherapist o Brain Injury Specialist
o PLT (Past Life Regression Therapy) ¢ Healing from Trauma
o Quit Smoking Hypnosis (and other habits)

» EMDR (Eye Movement Desensitization Reprocessing) ¢ Hypnosis

Find Hope, Freedom & Peace.

Cell: 719-510-1268
Web: journeyscounselingcenter.com
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Each has its own branch.

Carrion birds tend to have an unpleasant
reputation. We see them through the eyes
of Poe, harbingers of death or bad luck.
Magpies are a member of this family of
birds, the family corvidae, which includes
ravens, Crows, treepies, and jays. It is the
family most known for their vulgar habit
of scavenging carrion, trash, and debris
and are associated with death and creepi-
ness. Some people unofficially call a group
of corvids a “murder.” What a wonderful
frame to look at them through. Though it’s
unfortunate that they have such a disturb-
ing status, their eating habits are real.

One snowless winter afternoon as a child,
I was playing with a hammer and some
nails. From the piflons came the trademark
call of the magpie, followed by that of a
Steller’s jay. The magpie flitted to the porch
railing, eyed me for a moment, then hopped
down, snatched a piece of my Labrador’s
food from her bowl, then launched itself
back into the tree to eat it. The jay followed
suit, and they took turns filching the food
for half an hour then flew off. Such corvids
will eat almost anything. Plants, berries,
nuts, bugs, small rodents, other birds, pet
food, roadkill, garbage, and even debris in
fecal matter. They like to make thousands
of caches in their territory, falsifying some
to fool those who may be watching. It turns
out that magpies, like owls, discard pellets.
One can discover what a bird ate by what it
leaves in its pellets.

Being an opportunist has its advan-
tages and its faults. Though humans have
encroached on magpie’s territory for hun-
dreds of years and hunted them thorough-
ly, both out of annoyance and pleasure,
their population remains strong. They can
be harmed by pesticides on crops or cattle
dips, but they also do harm to crops and
can cause problems amongst livestock if
they are too numerous. “[Magpies] are
bold, entering tents to steal food or take
it by hand,” Lewis and Clark noted while
on their travels. Back when the West was
wild, magpies traveled with wolf packs
and on the backs of bison. When the bison
became scarce, they adapted to cruising
on the backs of cattle, to pick the ticks and
peck the sores. In the early 1900s, they
were plentiful enough that they became
a pest and bounties of one cent per egg

or two cents
per bird were
made. They
moved into
cities to forage
the backyards
and pilfer gar-
bage bins.

Isn’t it
interesting
that some
of the most
intelligent creatures are also those found
slopping around in the trash, like pigs and
corvids? Corvids are possibly the most in-
telligent birds on earth. In fact, a Eurasian
magpie is the only non-mammal to have
passed the mirror test. This test analyzes a
creature’s ability to recognize themselves
in a mirror and use that mirror to accom-
plish a task (like remove a colored dot
from its breast). Some have even created
tools to accomplish a task, like extracting
an insect from a tree, as the crow can.

To complement their mental strength,
corvids are also surprisingly empathetic.
Many different species, especially the
black-billed magpie, have been observed
holding funerals for their dead. A group of
magpies may see a dead magpie and stand
guard over it all day, while calling out
and eulogizing in honor of the deceased.
They’ve even relocated carcasses of
departed magpies to sheltered places to
protect it from scavengers or the elements.
These dead magpies are not always even a
member of the mourners’ family.

When the shutdowns first began, hu-
manity rejoiced at the falling crime rates
and pollution. Sadly, not long after those
drastic reductions, violent crime and hatred
launched even higher than before and
continues to climb. Tensions on the highway
have sharply increased, and I even find
myself sometimes feeling anger towards
fellow drivers or strangers on the internet.
However, we all need to remember...an
angry person across the screen is human too.
That “horrible” person who flipped you off
in traffic is human, too. Next time, instead
of indulging the urge to retaliate, take a mo-
ment to explore, whether with your search
bar or imagination, the other person’s jour-
ney. Perhaps that enraged person’s mother
is unresponsive, cancer sapping her life, as
they sit next to her, feeling helpless and lost.
Perhaps he just lost his job and has four kids
to feed and one on the way. Perhaps she
feels unloved and all alone.

Magpies perform funerals and show
respect for other magpies simply because
they share the same taxa. Maybe we
should remember to be kind to strangers
simply because they are our kind. It’s time
to start showing others the same compas-
sion we hope to receive ourselves.

Grannys’ High Altitude Super Hemp
The Purple Building in Lake George

Industrial Hemp Cultivation and Retail Store

We grow and produce our unique one-of-a-kind
hand crafted small batch

CBD Whole Plant Extract
CBD Pain and Skin Salves
Hemp Tea

We grow all our hemp organically right here in Lake George
WE SHIP ALL OVER THE COUNTRY

Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm
719-748-4736 grannyshemp.com
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by Catherine Rodgers

here are 42 miles of interconnected

tunnels under, through and between the
villages in the Gold Camp District. Imagine
on snowy days we could traipse through the
subterranean passages, a constant 58 degrees,

P A RT F IT \. lit by fiber optics cabling in the sun. We could
: visit one another; stop to listen to the buskers

. - where two drifts meet; admire the crystal

Would you like some extra income? vughs of amethysts otherwise destroyed in

Do you enjoy talking to people? blasting for gold. Why do we fixate on one

The Ute Country News is seeking an Advertising precious ore among all the gifts thrown out of

Salespersol] for Woudlal_id Park area. E_xperlem_:e the Earth’s flaming womb? The same fire cre-
helpful, but will train. Basic computer skills required. . o
Good communication skills and ability to identify |  2tes galaxies and burns within each. For are
potential markets helpful. Generous commissions. we not born of Earth and star fire, a twinkle
Established accounts offered. Call us at in the eye of the gods?
719-686-7587 or send letter of interest and Johnny Nothaus used to say he grew
resume to utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com. oranges and grapefruit trees underground
at the Ajax. A tour of the Cresson Project
mentioned the intensity of the heat increas-
es the further down the mine digs toward
the magna. Just visualize reclamation plans
that include underground orchards and
hydroponic greenhouses from the water
currently pumped down the Carlton and
Moffat tunnels. Instead of rock farming we
could grow our own food year-round with-
out worry about fire or drought, plenty to
share and market. We could even have our
own hot springs like the Utes used to here
200 years ago. Today in Pagosa Springs
they not only have hot springs spas, but the
geothermal waters have been used since
1982 to heat the homes there thanks to a
Department of Energy grant, as well as to
heat community greenhouses.

A previous mine Environmental Supervi-
sor waved his enchanted sprayer and behold,
a magic carpet was sown at the Rubie and
at Globe Hill (sic, Hole): Bachelor Buttons,
vivid orange California poppies, toadflax or
linaria in pastel rose and violet, red corn pop-
py of Flander’s Field fame covering memo-
ries of those who’ve gone before (sleep, like
Dorothy, in the field of oblivion, sleep). Such
sweet dreams among the copious quantities
of wild mustards rape and other cruciferas
(4- petaled, rugged crosses). Now we are told
that yellow toadflax is considered a noxious
weed. Wild mustard is not only highly inva-
sive but may be poisonous to livestock, as
well as elk and deer. One of my herb books
describes wild mustard as a pasture cleansing
plant, so perhaps, like the willow and quaky,
it will draw out the poisons and render the
land pure once more. Maybe we will become
a canola producing region, harvesting the
rape covering the rape. We are always learn-
ing from our mistakes.

Since then, Gary Horton has spread
Colorado natives for the mine, more ben-
eficial to wildlife such as penstemon, flax,
woods rose, milk vetch, yarrow, cinque-
foil shrub, fringed sage which comprise
the about 30% of the mix. The rest are
forbs like wheatgrass, needlegrass, red
top and fescue, and alas, 10% is Bromar
Mountain Bromegrass. The bane of our
native plant communities is the ill-advised

NEWSPAPER

Tumbling Trout
Fly Shop

Black Friday Only

/7 am - 3 pm
Full Starter Package

$370
(720) 363-2092

FILL UP SPECIAL
VOLUME DISCOUNTS

Globual
Propdane
\q\/\/\/
S‘$2.1_9_9 i
Galion

500 GALLONS PLUS

(303) 660-9290

Family Owned Business

ARE YoU AND YOUR VEHICLE READYFOR WINTER TRAVEL SEASON?

Over 32 Years in Teller County! Teller County’s Oldest Family Owned & Operated Alignment & Tire Center!

Most Major Tire Brands Now Available
o Mufflers & Custom Exhaust e Wheel Balancing e Brake Service
e Genherul Automotive Repuir e Curs ~ Trucks ~ 4x4’s ~ Motor Homes

220 S. Burdette, Woodland Park, CO WITH COUPON

10/ OFF
719-687-2446 W -T=1
ST Menrisese.

ON ANY SERVICE
OVER $100

Musings Along the Way

Speak our Godness into goodness

Smooth Brome grass whose rhizomes
have gained an irreversible foothold and
spread into very large monocultures.

On our walks these blustery and sunny
days of fall, it occurs to me that we could
gather our rosehips and hops while we
may. Gather the currants, wild raspber-
ries and thimble berries, oat grass and side
winged granny, senecios, elder berries,
fireweed fluff and Indian paintbrush seeds
— gather the seeds like Persephone and
give them as gifts to the mine’s reclama-
tion project. Years ago, I filled a large paper
sack and gave it to John Hardaway who
sneered but that was then and this is now.

Of course, we don’t need permission to
plant the seeds everywhere ourselves. To
return the land and ourselves to our natural
state, look beneath your feet and lift your
eyes to the sky. See the circling red tailed
hawk, messenger of the Moon Goddess.
Let us humbly ask forgiveness for our
plunder and gather the gifts with thanksgiv-
ing. Render unto Earth the things that are
Earth’s, to God the things that are God’s.

The Bristle cone pines, spruce, ponderosa
and scrub oak that we see are but 100 years
growth — recovering from the rampage
of miners and vengeful Utes who burned
15,000 acres when forced from the healing
waters of the hot springs, away from the
sacred overlook of Pisgah. We still can see
300 miles of the beauty before us, around
us, above and below us. Beauty abounds,
and rebounds from the scars we carve. We
beat a tattoo on the breast of the Mother;
“improving” or proving manliness?

Man, the tool maker, the change agent
leaving no stone unturned in his quest to
dominate the earth, he must make meek the
raging forces of nature, subdue the primi-
tive and conquer the primeval yearnings of
the heart, clutter the silence with his trucks
and chainsaws for the almighty dollar. At
least Western man, the rugged individual,
the cowboy, the prospector who saw an
“empty land” as his manifest destiny, but
not the indigenous people who had lived in
harmony with the land for millennium.

Today the catastrophic changes in our
climate and cascade of lost species call for
a new evaluation of what constitutes best
use of our natural resources. When will we
see that a bigger hole in the ground — an
inverted ziggurat to the gods of the under-
world — utterly disrupts the ecosystem
wherein we live and breathe and have our
being? To say nothing of the bears, bats,
and bugs poisoned and starved.

Sometimes I feel like a voice crying
in the wilderness. One Sunday I took the
day off at Bison Reservoir, my preferred
place of worship, to relish the glory that
God has made and commune with the
ineffable stillness. I never heard the beeps
of backing trucks, the clinking of the cash
registers or slot machines as I counted
myself rich with golden doubloons of the
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Laura Owens

Your specialist for rural mountain properties
in Southern Park & Western Teller Counties.

aspen. Such colors! Maroon, burgundy,
scarlet, gold where the sun filters through
leaves grander than stained glass. What
cathedrals exist on this mountain!

I am satisfied. This bounty of beauty is
enough. Content with myself and at peace
with my neighbors, I am surrounded,
enfolded, supported, protected by the light
and love of God right where I am. I am
safe in a loving and kindly universe. I am
at home and it is good. Every plant ally 1
need to nurture myself through the changes
in my life self-sows in my garden, drawn
to my door: wild Artemisia or mugwort
for sweet dreams; yarrow to fight inflam-
mation and depression; mountain self-heal
for IBS; hops and oat grass for tranquility;
comfrey or boneset for protein; toadflax for
bioflavins; shepherd’s purse for the heart;
tradescantia or spiderwort reflecting the
balance of body mind and spirit. Nature
has brought me a garden far beyond what
I could design. Looking at what “weeds”
are drawn into my garden, I ask what is the
gift? I wonder at the wisdom that placed
them and me here, to discover and harvest
as needed. I cannot control, manipulate, or
force others to see that what is growing all
around us is what we need. But I can invite
you to look, to realize that when we ask, all
that and more is given. Listen!

What would it feel like to live a holy
life? To live life wholly? How would we
be with one another if we looked for the
spark of God within each, the revelation
of the One within who doeth the work?
How would changing our focus from the
outward consumption of goods to the
inward manifestation of Good involve the
whole, highest and best for all concerned?

At this time of Thanksgiving, it is up to
each of us to speak our Godness into good-
ness. We have the power through our word
to intend, to turn our hearts’ yearnings into
form: to see windmills and solar panels on
the talus of waste rock; to see greenhouses
and homes heated with the earth’s magna; to
see bounty where there is abuse. Let’s see a
happy village, people dancing in the streets,
with plenty to eat and share in a feast. Let’s
tell stories around a crackling fire, recall-
ing the grace of this day. Let each of us do
the work of our heart’s calling, in love with
life, awed by the glory of the Maker’s hand,
thankful for the gifts we give and receive.
Each of us is a unique boon unto the All.
Let’s raise our eyes to the mountains and
glimpse eternity. Inspirit who we truly are
and declare our thanks for infinite blessings.

Editor’s note: We are delighted to print
this piece written 20 years ago as these
powerful words hold true and remain
relevant as humankind continues to weigh
monetary profits over every form of life on
this Earth. Will this generation have the
courage to hear and heed these words? It
is up to you!
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Longtime Guffey resident remembered

by Flip Boettcher
photos by Flip Boettcher

atricia “Pat” Ann Ownbey was born

February 5, 1938, near the end of the
Great Depression and the Dust Bowl, in
Denver and was adopted by Walter and
Verna May Tracy. Pat passed away Sep-
tember 17, 2021, in Canon City after hav-
ing lived in the Guffey area for 76 years.

Pat came to Guffey in 1945 to live with
Art and Lozelle West. Lozelle was Pat’s
20-year older sister. They lived next to
the Guffey post office. Pat jokingly said
when she got to Guffey there were only
14 people living there and they were all
related. Art owned a sawmill at the Guffey
turn off at State Highway 9.

Pat’s mother, Verna May, moved to
Guffey in 1951, met and married Buford
Dell and they lived on Main Street.

Pat and her horse spent lots of time to-
gether and rode all around the area. They
rode to remote ranches and stayed several

days to a week helping out.

When Pat married Frank Ownbey in
1958, they bought the 110 Main Street
house from Buford, who moved next
door into the Airstream trailer. Pat and
Frank added the crystal rock chimney to
the house with rocks from Buford and his
father Alfred’s Betty Mine southwest of
Guffey, where Pat had worked. Pat had
three children, Bonnie, John and Susan.

In 1960 the couple started a small snack
store in the old Guffey jail and in 1961,
they built the building next door on the
north and started a general store, complete
with gas pumps and called it Frank’s Ser-
vice, although they did not do car repair,
but did fix flat tires, Pat said. They sold
the store in the 1970s to local resident Bill
Soux, who probably named it the Guffey
General Store.

They moved from 110 Main Street to
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Pat Ownbey on the porch of one of the old bulldmgs in Alhambra Pat used to play in
the buildings at Alhambra when she was growing up.

the newly developed Pike Trails Ranches
subdivision west of Guffey in 1979. They
bought their property in 1977. The couple
was among some of the first property
owners and residents of Pike Trails.

Sometime before 1970, 4,000 acres for
the Pike Trails Ranches subdivision was
purchased from Johnny Harvey by land
salesman David Holcomb and developer
Steve Ness. It was part of the vast Harvey
Ranch which was purchased in 1964 from
the estate of Gene Rowe. The first filing
was in 1970.

Pat and Frank built their house in Pike
Trails and Pat had an egg business, selling
eggs from her chickens. Pat was a nurse
at two hospitals. She became an EMT and
volunteered on the 4-Mile Fire Depart-
ment. Pat also did a lot of home health
care for seniors in Cafion City.

Frank passed away in 2002 after 43
years of marriage. Pat stayed in their house
and was forced to semi-retire because of
health reasons the last several years.

Pat volunteered at the Homestead
House in Cripple Creek giving tours and
history of the house, which was a brothel
owned by Pearl Deville and catered to
the wealthiest miners during the town’s
heyday. Pat loved giving the tours.

Pat was active in the 4-Mile Church and
is buried in the 4-Mile Cemetery beside
Frank. They share a headstone.

The community will sorely miss Pat
Ownbey and a large part of the area’s his-
tory went with her. Pat was very helpful
to this author and supplied a lot of historic
information to me for my articles about
the area. I will really miss her and thank
her for all she gave me.

Keeping you and

your loved ones
COmfortable
since 1938.

Thanks for being a
CORE member.
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Have a cute critter? Send us your favorite
critter photos and we'll feature them here
in the Critter Corner! Indoor or outdoor pets
or wild critters are what we’re looking for. We
will not accept any photos depicting cruelty or
harming animals in any way. Email your critters

to utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com. Be
sure to include the critter’s name
as well as your name.

ara had been Queen of the Kingy—:
dom of Weils for seven years -
when the Borish Kingdom had

attacked them. The Borish king wanted
the wealth of the Kingdom of Weils.

agely attacked the Weils’ kingdom and
the two had fought for three years. =+

Many lives were lost on both sides as
the battles raged nearly every day.

Jackil, the King of the Borish king-
dom, really didn’t care about the loss
of life; he just wanted the wealth of the

to get it. SR AR {
He pa1d the ultlmate price and st111

didn’t gain the Weil’s Kingdom’s go]d
It was during the last battle in the

swamps of Marcea, that Jackil lost his %

life as he led his men across the marsh-
es in an attack on his enemy. His horse
stumbled in the muck and mire of the

swamp and Jackil was thrown from his

mount to land in a pool of quicksand.

Because of the heavy armor that he
was wearing, his men couldn’t get to
him in time to save him and he sank |
quickly and was drown. 3

His generals tried to continue the |
fight, but the soldiers had lost their =
leader and wouldn’t fight. They turned -

their backs and went back home to the1r

W # the queen, “What

General Yarkof was hav1ng nothing e

to do with defeat. Although he couldn’t
- looked down at the

- floor and then raised

own lands. ¥ W

get his troops to fight the Weils’ forces,
he had another way to defeat the Weils

Kingdom; he would use Dark Magic. -

He had used it before in battle when
things weren’t going as he wanted.
Now he would use it again, but in a dif-
ferent way. r

He went to the Witch of Sisak. Slsak

was an evil place in the dark woods of
Borland, and he offered her much gold
to cast a spell that would destroy the

Kingdom of Weils. T

The witch had worked for the Gen-
~ sacrificed?”

eral before and trusted him. She spent
several days and finally, after searching
through all her old tomes and scrolls

of magic, she came up with a spell

that would affect the entire Kingdom
of Weils. Its people would lose their
desire to work and prosper and soon the
kingdom would fall and then the Borish
Kingdom could just walk in and take
what they wanted.

The General was pleased by the
witches planned spell and after she cast
the spell, for payment he killed her and
kept his gold.

The fighting was done, but Sara had
noticed that things weren’t as they
should be in the palace but couldn’t
figure out just what it was. The courti-
ers were acting strangely, as though
they didn’t want to be in the presence
of their Queen.

Finally, she asked the Royal coun-
cilor what he thought should be done,
for he had noticed it too.

“It’s not anything that you have done,
My Queen. The people, too, seem to
have lost their drive and the happiness
that was theirs is lacking. You have

- you can. But there is something wrong
_ still. I am not a magician, but even
- I can sense that there is Dark Magic
£+ involved here. Something must be done
When he found that he couldn’t win
Sara’s heart with courtship and combine
the two kingdoms in marriage, he sav-

A cilor returned and bowed to the Queen -
- as he prepared to report what he had
- found out from the magicians.

- and it will demand a sacrifice to drive it
Weils kingdom and would do anything

- sacrifice.” 4

~ cilor didn’t want to answer, for he

‘manded that the councilor face her and

* what must be sacrificed! Otherwise
- how can [ help my subjects?”

'( Queen and said, “Your Majesty, it
- must be you that prov1des

. yourself! You must be the sac- :
~ rifice or the spell shall never be

Just stared at the man for a few mo-

solution to the Queen’s problem

As they entered the magician’s work-
_ shop, the magician’s bowed and asked
. what the Queen’s decision was. . ;
"?‘ “Her Majesty is willing to be
changed,” replied the councilor as the
Queen handed a magrcran the carved
box.
“Hold the stone in your bare hands

-~ 80 Very sorry I w1sh that it could be me
instead.” S
“When must th1s be done‘7” asked the
queen. .\ : i
The councilor looked at the Queen in
. amazement, “Then you are w1111ng to -
~ do this thing?”

“My kingdom’s people come ﬁrst
councilor. Yes, I will do what must be
done. You will act in my stead, until I =~
return to myself. Rule wisely.” . started moving his hands in a partlcu-

Sara rose from her chair and started larly strange pattern in the air.
for the door of her quarters and the Sara stood holding the diamond in her
. councilor followed as they walked to . hands as tears rolled down her cheeks.
- the Royal Treasury. :
~ Once there, the guard opened the ]
door and the Queen walked inside to
find a small, ornately carved box, which

helped the people in every way that

quarters and gently knocked on the
door and she said, “Enter.” = = ¢
“« “I have your answer, My Queen,”
- said the councilor, “The Court Ma-
. gicians were not happy with their
 task, but because you ordered it, they
complied. Here is their answer, “To
secure your kingdom and your life, this
is what must be done. You are to find
your favorite jewel and with it in your
possession, go to the Court Magicians.
They will place a spell upon you that
will put you into that jewel. When that =
is done the curse that has been placed
away,’ rephed the councﬂor “A great +. upon your kingdom will start to fade. =
' The only problem is that they don’t == = *
-~ know the true strength of the curse, and ) ; f
because of that they can’t tell you how 3 /. she opened to show a large crystal- clear
~long you must remain in the jewel. My ' ', v diamond to the councilor. +\ he called for one of the guards to fetch
- Queen, it may be just a matter of hours, H b This 16 what Tvalus most orall o - the Royal Armor maker. S
or it could be years; they just can’ttell, * ' my jewels,” she said, “I will take it with . The man was led to the Queen’s
even using their considerable powers.” / { us to meet the magicians. When the chambers where the Court Councilor
 Sara looked at the Court councilor |  spell making is finished, put it in a safe - told him what must be made.
with shock on her pretty face. ' -~ place until my return.” . “It must be a metal box, fit for the
. “This is the only solutlon that they “It shall be done, My Queen replled most valuable of the Queen’s posses-
have?” she asked. S L= -+ the councilor, as the two turned and left __sions. This must be protected atall =
The councilor 1ooked down at the 23 .| the treasury to continue down the hall costs,’
ﬂoor and answered ina sorrowful X to where the Court Magicians were ' Then he showed the armor maker the
still  working to find a different glittering diamond. A i
. = The man looked carefully at the ¢
~+. diamond and then sa1d “It shall

3

to block its presence in the kingdom. I
will speak with the Court Magicians,” _". :
replied the Royal councilor
- It was a few hours later that the coun- -

- “What must be done?” she asked. i
“It is a deep Dark Magic, My Queen

~ floor and the Queen was gone. = !
. The councilor picked up the dramond

- “What must be sacrlﬁced‘?” ; %3
The Queen could tell that the coun-

turned away, he could not face his
queen with the answer that he had to
give. A ¢
The Queen walted and ﬁnally de—

give her an answer. 5
“Answer me, councilor, I must know

The councilor turned to face th

. the sacrifice.” e : i f
“Me?” replied & t was three days o constant
am I to give?”

The councilor ~ * it to the counc1lor for his ap

& proval. ieeete e '
It was a large chest made of
gold-plated ironwork. Thin bits
¥ of metal twisted into “S” shapes,
all connected in ways to make a

his head and with tears in  + \ %
his eyes replied, “It must be

B cover that had a pointed top. The

broken and the kingdom will fall. I 5 sl Bingedia the botim snii

Sara, the Queen, was shocked when
she heard the councilor’s answer and

e g in its mouth. ;

2 The inside was lined in a shrny
~ blue cloth and the diamond itself

- would be suspended in a silver

i circle held up with gold beaded

ments. ! !
There was sadness in her voice as
she spoke again, “How am I to be

The courtiers were shocked as
they listened to what was being
said and there was much quiet
whispering going on.

“Your Majesty, for that answer
I must, again, consult the Court
Magicians. They are the only
ones that can answer that ques-
tion.”

‘Go, and speak to them,”
said the Queen, “When you
find out what must be done,
come back and tell me.”

The councilor quickly
turned and left the throne
room as the Queen looked
down at her hands in deep
thought, and the throne room
cleared quickly of the courtiers.
Never had there been such a demand
made of a ruler in this kingdom. Ther
was much to be spoken of by the my express permission. However,

e I ,,  T — ,&;'_ 5. e P 22 :
courtiers. {' | - \should you ever hear a voice
h

It was several hours before the f § 1 ' coming from this room, you
e 2
A

the front above one of the golden
lion heads.

The councilor took the chest

that contained the crystal dia-

mond and opened it as the

armor maker left the room.
Then he placed it in the silver
circle; it fit perfectly.

The councilor closed the
chest and snapped the latch, then
carried it down to the Royal
Treasury. The guard opened the
door; the councilor carried the
box to the most carefully con-
cealed place in the large room and
set it down.

As he returned to the guard at
the door, he said, “You are to guard
this room with all of your strength
and skill. No one is to enter without

councilor returned to the find that are to open the door imme-
the queen had left the throne room
and was in her quarters.

diately. Is that understood?”
The guard nodded his head

Suddenly the diamond dropped to the i

> directed the councilor. TNRYE

A be done.” & v

. ~ work for the armor maker until
- he had it finished and brought =

at various places on the sides there
was a golden lion with an iron r1ng x

chains. There was a gold latch on

'~ in understanding as he took his position

in front of the door. =
Every day, the Court councilor went

to the golden chest to see that it was

still there. Some days he would open

it just to make sure that the crystal dia-

mond was there. S
It was after the first two years that he

Your Majesty,” said the maglclan as he - noticed that there were small diamonds

- under the crystal diamond. He men-

tioned it to the Court Magicians and
asked them what they might be.

- The chief magician looked closely
at the little diamonds as he waved his

 hand over the chest.

with a soft cloth that he found on a table o < fcaTS,

and carried it to the Queen’s quarters, as

shed by the Queen in her present state,”

. answered the Court Magician.

“Tell me the present state of the curse
on the kingdom,” asked the councilor.

- The magician closed his eyes and
stayed that way for about a minute be-

- fore opening them and answering, “The

- curse is weakening, but still too strong

_to release the Queen.”

“How much longer, do you think it
will last?” asked the councilor.
I don’t know,” was the sad reply.
The Court Councilor checked the

. golden chest every year for several

years as the kingdom slowly grew and
prospered under his rule. Each time,
he found another small diamond tear

~under the crystal d1amond that held the

Queen. ¥
Eight years had passed when the

. guard heard a women’s voice behind

the treasury door and quickly opened it.

rectangular chest with a rounded There, stood Sara his returned Queen.

The guard dropped to his knees and
the Queen touched his head and told
him to rise. The guard proudly walked
with his queen down the hallway to the

throne room and watched as the old
- Court councilor bowed low to his queen

as she took the throne.

- “Welcome home, Your Majesty,” he
said as the tears welled up in his tired

old eyes.

For as long as the Queen lived, the
kingdom prospered greatly.

The golden chest was kept for years
as a reminder to the court of what their
Queen had done for her people.

The crystal diamond and the smaller
tears were still in the chest the last
it was seen. Would there still be any
magic in the diamond that held the
Queen? Who knows? Magic is a strange
and wonderful thing. It has been a long
time and the kingdom is now long gone.
Perhaps there is still magic in the dia-
mond. How does one know?

~The End~

Chuck Atkinson of Como, CO enjoys
writing fiction stories and treasure
hunts for the children at his church.
We are pleased to have him contribute
to the only fiction in our Ute Country
News.
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your community

And The Award Goes To... Mary Blelz

n September 1st, our own Mary Bielz

was awarded Colorado Association
of School Board’s (CASB) prestigious
McGuffey Award during the 2021 Fall
Regional Meeting in Pueblo, CO.

The CASB McGuffey Award honors
unique board members who bring com-
mitted and passionate service to their
board work. Every district has the oppor-
tunity to submit one board member each
year. Honorees are recognized at CASB’s
Fall Regional Meetings and featured on
their website, through social media, and
during CASB’s 81st Annual Convention
December 2 - 4, 2021.

For anyone who knows Mary Bielz, she
is a force to be reckoned with. She brings
an energy and unwavering commitment to
any project or role she takes on. Her time
as President of the CC-V School Board
has been no exception.

Besides assisting with the writing of the
RISE Grant, which resulted in a $1.5 mil-
lion grant award to the CC-V School Dis-
trict; Mary has been instrumental in the

purchase and planning of our mini-facto-
ry, the future site of our Building Trades
Program, which will provide affordable
housing options for our community.
Mary, a former CC-V Art Teacher of 23
years, has made the communities of Crip-
ple Creek, Victor and the school district
her life’s work. From crushing aluminum
cans to fund school district initiatives
to being the Founder and Chairman of
the Board for the Community of Caring
Foundation, Mary does work that makes a
real difference and will continue to do so
for many years to come.

Trailhead Townhomes

nnovative design and its potential to house

multiple workforce families lead Habitat
for Humanity of Teller County’s (HFHTC)
Trailhead Townhomes to be the first build
of an initiative with Build With Strength
— a coalition of the National Ready Mixed
Concrete Association (NRMCA).

Thanks to Build with Strength and
the Colorado Ready Mixed Concrete
Association (CRMCA), HFHTC is fast
approaching completion of the first two
units of Trailhead and is welcoming the
neighborhood’s first Homebuyer Partners.
The partners are members of Woodland
Park’s vital workforce who have com-
mitted hundreds of hours of sweat equity

working alongside volunteers to construct
their homes.

The homes are constructed using ICFs
(insulating concrete forms). ICF is an
innovative, resilient, and sustainable
construction method and one of the best
performing building systems available
in the market today. This is particularly
important in Woodland Park given the
wildfire threat.

We look forward to a ceremonial
dedication, to celebrate homebuyers,
invaluable contributions of CRMCA
and volunteers. Trailhead Townhomes
are located at 700 Valley View Drive in
Woodland Park.

Watch out — the Posse is comin’
The 1894 Labor War, Qa presentation by Gary Horton

free presentation on the 1894 Labor

War will be hosted by the Victor
Lowell Thomas Museum Saturday, Nov.
6at1l am.

Lookout the Posse’s comin’— The
Labor War of 1894 — will be enacted by
Gary Horton of Victor, who researched
and developed the presentation on behalf
of the Cripple Creek District Museum. He
will share that presentation at the Victor
Lowell Thomas Museum Nov. 6, 2021.

The 1894 Labor War that began with un-
rest over wages was a five-month strike by
the Western Federation of Miners in Cripple
Creek and Victor. In January 1894, some
Cripple Creek mine owners, who together
employed one-third of the area’s miners,
announced a lengthening of the workday to

Gracie

Gracie is a 5-year-old female Labrador

retriever mix who was surrendered to the
shelter for adoption late this summer. She was
extremely nervous in the kennel environment
and quickly getting more and more nervous in

Ad 0 p‘t M e by Ark Valley Humane Sociep,

ten hours (from eight), with no change to
the daily wage of $3 per day. When workers
protested, the owners agreed to employ

the miners for eight hours a day —but ata
wage of only $2.50. A strike ensued.

The strike was characterized by fire-
fights and use of dynamite. It ended after
a standoff between the Colorado state
militia and a private force working for
owners of the mines. It resulted in a vic-
tory for the union.

The presentation is free and open to the
public however, seating is limited. Please
sign up for the event in advance, at Vic-
torMuseum.com. Reservations are highly
recommended. Donations to the museum
will be accepted in lieu of a ticket fee.
FMI, see VictorMuseum.com.

woy

our care. Our amazing Behavior Lead, Jenna,
got to work to create a training plan to help
Gracie overcome some of her anxieties. With
continued work from our staff team and volun-
teers, Gracie started to grow more comfortable
in the shelter with each passing day. We’ve
gotten to know the goofy and playful side of
Gracie and love every day we get to spend with her.

She was eventually placed into foster with one of our seasoned dog volunteers where
she only continued to improve. She’s pictured here on one of her many hikes with her
foster mom. Gracie is now up for adoption, and we’re looking for a dog savvy family who
would be willing to give this sweet pup a second chance at love. If you’re interested in
meeting Gracie we ask that you start by filling out an adoption application on our website
at this link: https://www.ark-valley.org/adoption-matchmaker-application/

This space donated by the Ute Country News to promote shelter animal adoption.

Formalities of flushing

by Coalition for the Upper South Platte

No one wants to think about their toilet,
right? Just flush it and forget it. We
often take for granted that it will all be
handled. BUT, we all have a responsibility
to be respectful users of our waste disposal
system. This is an easy way to be part of
the solution to watershed health, not part of
the problem. Regardless of your connec-
tion to a central sewer system or a septic
system, there are some basic rules:

*DON’T flush prescription (or other)
drugs. Contact your local police or
sheriff for takeback programs.

*DO use water efficiently. High-efficiency
toilets, faucets, and showerheads will
reduce excessive water use.

*DON’T use your toilet as a trash can.
“Flushable” wipes aren’t flushable!
They cause havoc in treatment plants
and septic systems. The same goes for
grease, cat litter, solvents... you know
what we mean.

*DO be sure that guests, renters (both
long and short term), and other family
members are well informed about keep-
ing the treatment systems functioning.

Septic systems need just a bit more
attention. It doesn’t need to be expensive,

but maintenance is undoubtedly less
costly than a failed septic system.

Obituary

Rodney Lee Verhey

odney Lee Verhey was born in Albert
ea, Minnesota on May 21, 1952, and
joined the Lord September 13, 2021.

Rod moved to Colorado Springs in
1961. Colorado was the place he called
home for the remainder of his life. He
proudly served his country by joining
the United States Army right after high
school. Following his service in the Army
he became a jack of all trades. There
wasn’t a whole lot he couldn’t fix or build.
He was known for his magical touch
when it came to remodeling.

Rod married his soulmate, Babby
Bryce, on July 15, 1999. He was a
faithful and loving husband. You could
always find the two of them hand in hand
watching the Broncos game and cheering
loudly. His love for the Broncos is one
of the many things he passed down to his
nieces. He was like a second dad to them,
and they adored him.

Anyone who knew Rod was touched by
his kindness, humor, and mild tempera-
ment. He was there for you if you needed
a helping hand, a shoulder to cry on or
just someone to listen. He was never
quick to judge anyone. His contagious
laugh and big smile would brighten up
any room. He was the person you wanted
to be around. You would be hard pressed
to find anyone that didn’t just enjoy his
company. He’ll be remembered for his
love of animals and the great outdoors.
He loved going on deer rides with his

*Know where your septic system is and
what type of system you have.

Inspect and pump your system regu-
larly. This requires a professional, and
frequency will depend on the type of
system. Newer systems with mechani-
cal components may need maintenance
yearly. Average household systems need
to be pumped every 2 to 3 years.

*Resist the urge to get all your laundry
done in one day. Excessive water all at
one time will stress the system, and not
allow it to process the water properly.

*No grease, no oil, no solvents down the
drain.

«Just because you have a garbage dis-
posal, it doesn’t mean that you should
use your sink to dispose of household
garbage! Use your garbage disposal
very minimally; scrape dishes into the
trash before rinsing them in the sink.

*AND, even more important, limit your
water use.

*Renters, houseguests, teenagers (you
know who you are!) must understand
the rules for a happy septic system.

These are simple things that we all can
do for the health of our environment and
rivers. Yes, that simple flush or junk down
the drain can have long-term impacts.

brothers He hked to hunt but loved to go
fishing the most. Rod was always happy if
he had a pole in his hand and a good dog
by his side. His dog Bella was his most
loved companion. Rod’s love of music
was no secret either. He enjoyed almost
every genre. Being outdoors, listening to
good music, playing the spoons, and sing-
ing along with his brothers by a campfire
was always a joyous time.

His passing has left a hole in so many
hearts that nothing will ever be able to fill.
However, knowing that he is dancing and
fishing with all the loved ones we have
lost is refreshing and brings some peace.

He is survived by his loving wife,
Babbys; sisters, Sheryl Higgins and Sue
May; brothers, Ronald and Mark Verhey;
as well as his many nieces and nephews.

Online condolences at holtfamilyfuner-
alhomes.com.
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Shlpplng
cPlus=A

Your Full Service Shipping & Business Center

. UNITEDSTATES
Il’p '\“

POST/.\L SERVICE
52 County

Road S5, Divide
(Behing Divide Market,
Next to Russ’ Place)
Z719-686-7587
ShippingPlusCO@gmail.com
www.shippingplusco.net
Holiday Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-5:30pm
Sat, Dec4 & 11 10-1pm
Closed Dec 17 & 24
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FedEx Express
FedEx Same Day
FO, PO, SO, Extra Hours
2Day & 2Day AM
FedEx Express Saver

FedEx Ground
FedEx Ground® Contiguous US
FedEx Ground® AK and HI

UPS
UPS Ground Shipping: ........cccevvvvrrnennennn 12116
UPS Next Day Air: ......cocceveeeiiineneeiieennes 12/16
UPS 2nd Day Air: ....eevvieeeeeeiee e 12116
UPS 3 Day Select: .........ccevrrivveerniiennnnns 12116

USPS Domestic Mail

(excluding Alaska & Hawaii)
USPS Retail Ground® Service
First-Class Mail® Service
Priority Mail® Service
Priority Mail Express® Service2
(Days modified to match days
we are open for business)

Hotchkiss

Real Estate Broker

(719) 359 1340

National Forest, 9 Acres
5300 SF home bordering National Forest, very private but only a
few minutes from pavement west of Lake George. 5 bedrooms,
8 baths, large loft, separate apartment. 3 car garage plus large
barn. Beautiful setting. MLS #5452240. $995,000

80 Acres, 4700 SF Home

Fenced, barns plus studio/workshops. Beautiful home with
three levels, fireplace, decks & porches & views. Private yet con-
venient location in Park County. $1,100,000.

This is one of the hottest markets seen

$2,295,000 - 77 ACRES
5700 SF Swedish cope log home, 5 bdrms, 5 bath, 3 car garage
plus horse facilities and additional barn. Great Pikes Peak views,
national forest adjacent. Top of the line quality throughout, in-
cluding an outstanding gourmet kitchen. Off paved road, pri-
vate yet close in. Shop, greenhouse, storage.

Lakeside Custom Home
North of Woodland Park, on 1.20 acres in a gated community. 2242 SF
home w/3 car garage, creeks/lakes in front of home with national forest
surrounding neighborhood. Main level living, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths,
large loft, custom kitchen, great storage. MLS # 8700332. $725,000.

in a long time, and a great opportunity

for sellers right now. Call me if you're considering selling your home.

LenoreHotchkiss@gmail.com

www.LenoreHotchkiss.com
P.O. Box 526 * Woodland Park, CO 80866
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FILL UP SPECIAL
VOLUME DISCOUNTS

RNVAVA VY
§\$21 9'972;
g <
— Gallon

500 GALLONS PLUS

W\
(303) 660-9290

Family Owned Business

Paintings by
Mary Shell

T

ven

Canon Framing
414 Main St. Canon City

For info call Mary 719-371-5405

ADEMY
STAR
ATTOO

10- 6 TUESDAY
TO SATURDAY

500 E. MIDLAND
AVE.

“|woodland Park Colo.

687-8181

BULLARD
CUSTOM TILE

719-800-21%

Serving the beautiful Pikes Peak Region!

Custom Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
“We add the Vabue to your Vision!

Free Consultation for your Project

Alhambra

by Flip Boettcher
photos by Flip Boettcher

ith the discovery of gold in Cripple

Creek by Bob Womack in 1890, the
hordes of prospectors and miners came.
Soon most of the mining claims were
taken up, and folks started heading west.

The wagon road from Cripple Creek
went up West 4-Mile Creek, over the
southern slopes of 39-Mile Mountain and
down to the Currant Creek drainage, fol-
lowing an old Ute Indian trail.

According to Harry Epperson, Colo-
rado As I Saw It, 1943, some enterpris-
ing person announced there was gold 40
miles to the west of Cripple Creek. In a
somewhat flat, meadow area, one person
stopped to camp. More folks stopped and
Alhambra sprung up overnight. The town
was platted in 1895.

The geology of the area was similar
enough to that around Cripple Creek to
encourage exploration for gold and other
minerals. Nearby Freshwater Gulch was
explored and development was started
there soon to become Freshwater, platted
in 1896. The adjoining Soda Water Gulch
with its soda springs was also explored.

In the mid-1890s, the Alhambra Town
and Land Company was formed. The com-
pany prospected the area, located some of
the best property and formed the Alhambra
Mining District and platted the townsite.
The first mining patent was for the Pill
Placer Mineral Patent in September 1896,
just north and adjoining the townsite.

According to Mr. B. Hopkins in the
February 28, 1895 Aspen Daily article
about Alhambra, “The camp is situated in
the southeast corner of Park County. The
first lot was sold February 18 and there are
60 or 70 tents and houses occupied on the
townsite, and numbers of others over the
camp. After tramping over the hills for the
past four days I find the surface formation
very similar to that at Bull Hill at Cripple
Creek and especially on Wildcat Mountain.”

Mining and town companies were noto-
rious for bilking the miners with high rents
and land prices as well as high costs for
food and supplies at the company store.

In March, there was some trouble with
the town company locating new claims in
the area, doing little work on them and not
recording them. With the deluge of miners
and prospectors to the district, some of
them started working locations claimed
by the Alhambra Company, which the
company protested.

The prospectors organized with the
intention of defending their claims,
according to a March 10, 1895, San
Francisco Call article. The headlines ran:
WAR AMONG MINERS LIKELY. THE
NEW CAMP OF ALHAMBRA, COLO-
RADO, MAY HAVE BLOODSHED
OVER CLAIMS. PROSPECTORS ARE
ARMED TO RETAIN POSESSION OF
TOWNSITE.

There was also a problem with the

A couple of the old buildings left at the Alhambra townsite.

company not spending their own money
but spending the money from the sale of
their lots. A March 23 issue of the Summit
County Journal stated that this would not
stand up to a thorough investigation.

In spite of all the problems, by the end
of March 1895, there were 200 residents
in town, mostly “housed in their tents and
cabins waiting for the warm weather,”
stated the Summit County Journal. In the
March 26 issue of the Salida Mail, W.M.
Jenkins wrote, “The sale of businesses
and lots is progressing. 56 residents and
business lots sold in two days ranging in
price from $15 - $25 each.”

The town has three stage lines, one
from Cafion City and two from Cripple
Creek. There are also three livery stables,
two butcher shops, two assay offices,

a large hotel and lodging house, two
saloons, a feed store and a lumber yard in
town, stated Jenkins.

These early mining camps were very
wild, rough and lawless. In a letter dated
February 24, 1895, from Fremont County
Bank cashier R.S. Lewis to John Reeves
Witcher, 4-Mile Creek rancher, Lewis
states, “Friend John, we heard the other
day that you were killed in a shooting
scrape at Alhambra. Now John I felt very
badly about it — and very happy today, to
hear it contradicted. I don’t want to med-
dle, but you must take care of yourself —
there is a tough crowd around new camps,
and you must be careful.”

The town of Alhambra lasted only a
year at best, as the gold was hard and
scarce to get. In 1896 the town was sold
to the Andesite Gold Mining and Town
Company, who according to a Denver
Times article said, “the company had done
1200 feet of developmental work and
considerable ore was exposed.”

The Andesite Company was started
by two pairs of brothers, the Moeller’s
of Cincinnati, OH and the Morath’s of
Guffey. The company was incorporated
in 1900 and consisted of the 160 acre An-
desite Placer and 10 lode claims located
in the Red Ruth Mining District, which

adjoined the Alhambra Mining District

on the south. In April 1901, undeveloped
10-acre mining claims were being sold for
$10,000 each.

The company had grand plans; planning
to exist for 20 years. They were go-
ing to develop the townsite and sell lots
built with model homestead cabins they
would furnish. The town name was to be
changed to Andesite, but never was, as the
company became more interested in min-
ing and the townsite remained undevel-
oped and the name remained Alhambra.

By April, the company had drilled a 750
foot tunnel, the Morath Tunnel, into Wildcat
Mountain with crosscuts to access the lode
claims. There were also plans to have the
surface lode claims developed by lessees
with fair royalties to the company, of course.

The company got their mining patent in
April 1902. This was considered the very
best title a mining company could get.

A May 1903 Flume article mentioned
that the “Morath’s have returned from Ne-
vada and resumed work on their property
at Alhambra.” J.B. Donaldson was working
a mile and a half north of Alhambra for a
Pittsburg company and was getting “good
stuff,” assaying out at $20 - $74 per ton.

The first mining patent in the area, the
Pill Placer, was sold in 1907 for back
taxes. In a 1908 Flume article an unknown
four-year-old child named Margaret of
Alhambra was sitting with her grandmoth-
er watching the mountains. They were
covered with white, misty clouds floating
about over the top of the range, now and
then revealing a peak. “Oh grandma,” she
exclaimed, “the mountains are wiping
their noses.”

The last of the Moraths and Moellers
left the area by 1909. People still lived in
Alhambra and some mining and homestead
claims were started in the 1910s and 1920s.

Sometime in the 1930s, a widow from
Colorado Springs named Leona Maley
Allen acquired the property and must have
worked the Morath Tunnel. Allen sold
the property to Walt and Amy Cisar who
owned a 5,000 acre ranch in the area from
about 1942-1952, according to Guffey
resident and veterinarian Dr. Amy Mason.
Amy Cisar is Mason’s grandmother.

Mason remembers her dad saying he
had played in the old Alhambra town
buildings as a boy. Pat Ownbey, a long-
time Guffey resident, also remembers
playing around in Alhambra growing up.

Allen retained the mineral rights and
access to the walk-in gold mine when she
sold the property to the Cisars. According
to Mason, Mrs. Cisar and Mrs. Allen built
a small tarpaper shack near the tunnel en-
trance and Mrs. Allen would visit every so
often. Remnants of the shack still remain.

Doctor Morgan Berthrong then ac-
quired the 5,000 acre ranch and named it
the Many Hills Ranch.

The property finally became a subdivi-
sion. There are still one or two buildings
left standing today in Alhambra and the
old Morath Tunnel entrance was filled

Cripple Creek
Fluorite from
the Shelf Road

by Ben Elick

his fluorite specimen was found

outside of Cripple Creek, on the Shelf
Road. These specimens of purple fluorite
can be found throughout a greater area,
known as the Cripple Creek Mining Dis-
trict. The fluorite from the district can be
found in massive form (without crystal-
line structure) or in crystalline form, with
light to dark purple colors. This fluorite is
often referred to simply as Cripple Creek
fluorite because of its abundant presence
in the district. Finding this fluorite while
mining was often met with excitement, as
gold-rich telluride minerals form in veins
near the purple fluorite. Purple fluorite
was a likely indication of gold-bearing
minerals, although fluorite specimens
that did not contain gold-bearing miner-
als were considered worthless. Therefore,
these specimens would commonly be
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View of the top of the fluorite specimen.
Scale for size. Photo by Kaitlyn McGann.
Cover: The Shelf Road fluorite specimen
is on display at the Western Museum of
Mining and Industry. The specimen may
have been brought to the Shelf Road area
through the development of the Roosevelt
Tunnel that drained water from the district
mines. Photo by Kaitlyn McGann.

discarded in the mine dumps along with
the other waste rock.

Where is Katee this month?

uring November, Katee and her

friend Baylee will be collecting
food and treats from businesses and
friends.

Katee wants to thank everyone
who continues to support the Pet
Food Pantry with donations so that
her canine and feline friends can stay
at home with their families.

You can drop off donations at
TCRAS, Blue’s Natural Pet Market or
the UPS Store located in the Safeway
Shopping Center. You may also donate
online www.PetFoodPantryTC.com.
Thank you for your support!

Happy Thanksgiving from the Pet Food Pantry

Find unique Christmas gifts for everyone on your list!
A wide array of talented artisansand.crafters will showcase
their work during The/Heart.of Christmas.
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* Holiday Farmers’ Market*
9am - Tpm
November 20, 2021

Seasonal Vegetables from Greenhouse, Hoophouse
& Field; Eggs, Cheese & Meat; Bread, Pies & Pas-
tries; Jams, Honey, Candy & Pickles; Salsa; Crafts
& Miscellaneous items; Hot Food & Drinks.
Seasonal Specials
Rain, Snow, Hail or Sunshine!
| Hennetta !
Ute Pass Cultural Center
210 E. Midland Avenue
Woodland Park, CO 80863 ——

N. Fairview!

|

7 ] 9'400'9986 Bie‘wett)?ﬁsosaGCmlef -

wpfarmersmarket.com
info@WPFarmersMarket.com

Farmers
Assaciation arket

PA CHRISTMAS MUSICAL FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY

DEGEMBER 10-12

Tickets:

Adults—$35

Youth (ages 5-12)—$20
Children (under four)—free
For more information, visit
HeartOfChristmas.org/Ute

or call 719-635-1111.

CHARIS

BRIRBHIZIE B CHONI S I"NENGRE

800 Gospel Truth Way,

3:D Design & Estimate Avallable

bullardcustorntile.com - bulardcustomtile@gmail com

Woodland Park, CO 80863

A at S Thousands of beautiful Christmas lights will grace this winter wonderland experiencel

in long ago. The townsite is regaining a
more natural look. The townsite is located
on private property.

The remains of the tar paper shack built by Amy Cisar and Mrs. Allen near the entrance
to the Morath tunnel at Alhambra.
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A Cripple Creek Profile:

Frank Finegan and His Requa Savage Mine

by Steven W. Veatch

Francis “Frank” Finegan (1835-1914)
was an adventurer who fought in the
Civil War. He was among the first group

to arrive at the goldfields of the Cripple
Creek mining district, where he located
and patented several mines. Stockholders
elected him president, treasurer, and gen-
eral manager of the Requa Savage when he
incorporated the mine on April 26, 1894.

Finegan left enough of a record to trace
his interesting journeys and see the stormy
corners of his life. He was born in 1835 in
Loughrea, County Galway, Ireland. In 1854,
he sailed out of Liverpool to New York
City. He then left New York City and lived
for a time in Hartford, Connecticut, where
he worked as a stonecutter and mason. He
moved to California in 1857 and mined on
the American River, the site of the original
1848 gold discovery in California. One year
later, he sailed to Australia and farmed near
Ballarat. With three partners, he located a
gold mine near there. The partners worked
it until 1859, when they sold their interests,
each pocketing $35,000 — a whopping
$1,091,375 in 2020 dollars.

Finegan left Australia and returned to
California for a few months in 1860. He
then moved to New York City. On April
12, 1861, at 4:30 a.m., while Finegan was
fast asleep, Confederate General Beaure-
gard ordered his gunners to open fire on
Fort Sumter, South Carolina. Cannons
roared like a crack of thunder. Explosions
lit up the darkness and smoke settled over
the fort. Thirty-four hours later, the be-
sieged Union garrison raised a white flag
and surrendered. The Confederates com-
mitted an act of war that forced President
Abraham Lincoln to act. Two days later,
Lincoln called for volunteers to fight in a
war to preserve the Union.

Finegan answered Lincoln’s call. He
joined the 69th New York Regiment that
month and was mustered into service for
three months. The 69th Regiment was part
of the Irish Brigade, which at the beginning
included the 63rd, 69th, and the 88th New
York Regiments and the 28th Massachusetts
Regiment. The 116th Pennsylvania Regi-
ment, made up of Irishmen from Philadel-
phia, was added during the fall of 1862.

The Irish Brigade quickly built a reputation
for fierce fighting on the battlefield, and
Finegan found a passage into hell when he
fought in many of its engagements.

The 69th New York Regiment fought
in the First Battle of Bull Run under the
command of General William T. Sherman.
During that battle, Confederate forces
took Finegan prisoner. The Confederates
released him on parole (Both sides had no
means to take care of prisoners; Grant later
stopped the practice of releasing prisoners).
Once released, Finegan reenlisted for three
years and returned to the battlefield.

Finegan saw combat at the Battle of Fair
Oaks (Henrico County, Virginia) on May
31 and June 1, 1862. It was there that he
saw the use of Union balloons, some reach-
ing altitudes of over 1,000 feet, to report
enemy positions and direct artillery fire.

Later, at the Cornficld Battle of Anti-
etam (September 17, 1862), Finegan went
down hard with a savage head wound
while carrying the flag. Almost 8,000 Un-
ion and Confederate soldiers were killed
or wounded in the Cornfield Battle.

Finegan fought in the Battle of Gettys-
burg (July 1 - 3, 1863), where he witnessed
horrific sights. He surely would have heard
flags flap in the wind and bullets whizz
by. The air was heavy with the scent of
blood. There were fields of slaughtered
and decaying bodies everywhere. While
marching down a road jammed with troops
and shining bayonets, he doubtless heard
the cries of the wounded and the amputees,
and then noticed a heap of amputated legs,
feet, arms, and hands under a tree. During
the Civil War, doctors performed a lot
of amputations to prevent wounds from
becoming infected. Antibiotics used to kill

germs had not been invented yet. Gettys-
burg was the bloodiest clash of the Civil
War and came with a high casualty list for
both sides: 7,058 died; 33,264 wounded,
and 10,790 went missing. As the war con-
tinued to intrude into his life, Finegan was
becoming a hardened fighter who learned
his skill on the battlefield.

Finegan, who was likely detached from
the 69th Regiment, took part in the siege of
Vicksburg (May 18 - July 4, 1863) as Grant
directed artillery fire at the city. The air
burst into flames as the shelling continued,
and then Grant’s army relentlessly attacked
the city for over 40 days. Eventually, the
food and supplies ran out, forcing the
soldiers and citizens of Vicksburg to eat
mules and rats. The Confederate forces at

1T he Requa Savage mine. A miner, named “Big Swede " stands by an ore cart under the
headframe of the mine. Courtesy of the Cripple Creek District Museum. CCDM A §315.

2 Battle of Gettysburg. Painting by Thure de Thulstrup.
Original scan: Library of Congress. Public Domain.
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Grouse Hil W
3 Map of the Cripple Creek Mining
District, 1896. A red arrow points out
the Gold Dollar mine. The Requa Savage
mine is just north of the Gold Dollar. The
town of Arequa is underlined in red.
Map source: Hoyer-Millar, C. C., 1896,
The Cripple Creek Gold-Fields, Colorado,
U.S.A: London, Eden Fisher & Co.

Vicksburg surrendered on July 4, 1863.
Amid the broken bricks and fires, a few
homebound citizens must have watched
through shattered windows as the Union
forces marched by.

Finally, Finegan survived two later
battles: the Battle of the Wilderness (May
5-7, 1864), in Spotsylvania County, Vir-
ginia, and the Spotsylvania Court House
Battle (May 8 - 21, 1864).

Finnegan was among many who
witnessed the great suffering, horror,

madness, and destruction of the Civil War
that resulted in a horrific cost of life in the
nation’s bloodiest war — at least 750,000
soldiers died, hundreds of thousands of
others were wounded in battle, and an
unknown number of civilians perished. An
estimated two percent of the population
was killed. The Civil War set four million
slaves free, brought the downfall of the
Southern planter aristocracy, and preserved
the Union as one nation, indivisible.
Having miraculously survived these
bloodbaths, Finegan returned to New
York City, where he mustered out in June
1865. After he left

This discovery set in motion the establish-
ment of the Requa Savage mine, in which
Finegan was the driving force. Finegan in-
corporated the Requa Savage so optimists
could invest in the mine. Now there were
funds to hire engineers and miners and to
buy machinery to develop it.

Some maintain that Finegan named the
mine after “Uncle” Benjamin Requa, an
early settler or for the nearby Requa Gulch.
The gold mine was near Arequa, one of the
oldest towns in the district. By 1896, the
town of Arequa, named after Ben Requa,
included the “A” as the first letter of its
name, as seen in the map in graphic 3. The
Requa Savage was on the north side of the
Gold Dollar mine (see map graphic 3).

As time passed, the Requa Savage
became known as a modest producer.
According to the Mining and Engineer-
ing Journal (1910), the Requa Savage
mine, in 1910, shipped two carloads of
ore assaying at one ounce per ton. Other
carloads yielded less gold, but the mine
produced $100,000 that same year.

The passage of time would not be kind
to Frank Finegan. He fought cancer but
lost that battle and died on October 22,
1914, in Colorado Springs, at 79. His fam-
ily buried him in the Evergreen Cemetery.

History records that, over time, Finegan
was one of several prominent men associ-
ated with the Requa Savage mine. Records
show that by 1912, the One Hundred and
One Mining Company owned the mine.

In 1913 The Mining Investor reported that
Democratic Colorado State Senator Louis
A. Van Tilborg (1870-1937) worked the
Requa Savage mine for a short time. Van
Tilborg, a druggist and an assayer, was the
mayor of Cripple Creek from 1907 until

the Army, Finegan
returned to Australia
once again. He settled
in Victoria, where he
worked in contracting
and building. Then,
in 1874, he moved to
San Francisco where
he worked as a stone-
cutter and mason.

In 1880, he moved
once again, this time
to Colorado Springs,
Colorado. He started
a building business
and lived at 225 S.
Cascade. In 1881, he
was elected alderman
and served six years
on the city council of
Colorado Springs.

In the shadow of Pikes Peak, peripatetic
Finegan was becoming restless; excite-
ment was absent in his life. This was
about to change in 1891, when gold fever
from the Cripple Creek mining district in-
fected Finegan. The only cure for him was
to come to the district and step into min-
ing. About the time Finegan arrived in the
district, a prospector, with the swing of
his pick, revealed a streak of bright gold
ore at a spot on the side of Beacon Hill.

4. View of Beacon Hill. A red arrow shows the location of Arequa.
Date mid-1890s.
From the Olla Burris collection, Cripple Creek District Museum.

1911. He served in the Colorado legisla-
ture from 1911 to 1914. The presence of
gas forced Van Tilborg to suspend work at
the mine. Once the mine resolved the gas
issues, production resumed under the lease
of Kermit MacDermid, of the C.K. and N.
Mining Company. By this time, the Requa
Savage’s surface plant included a shaft
house equipped with a steam hoist and
electric compressor.

Although the Requa savage mine

continued on next page

5 View of the Requa Savage mine. Ten miners pose in front of the mine.
Courtesy of the Cripple Creek District Museum.

claimed a small area of land, it boasted
five shafts. By 1914, the main shaft
reached 700 feet deep. A crew of miners
disappeared down the main shaft at the

start of each shift and then drilled, blasted,

and mucked in the shadows of the mine as
they followed the occasional blossom of
gold ore in barren rock. By 1914, the Re-
qua Savage was owned by Rainbow Gold
Mines Company. Rainbow Gold then
leased it to another operator who, based
on reports of good gold ore, planned to
expand the development of the mine.

A new group of investors reincorpo-
rated the Requa Savage Gold Mining
Company in November 1915, as the
Requa-Savage Mines Company with of-
fices at 112 N. Tejon Street in Colorado
Springs. A report showed the mine was
producing ore in 1929.

1!"‘ /
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According to The Mining Journal
(1935), Commonwealth Gold leased
the Requa Savage mine. Mr. Wellington
Symes, who was the president and general
manager of the property, subleased it to
a group in Denver; and Andy Vidgen,
the mine superintendent, purchased new
machinery to increase ore production.

As the years passed by, the ore decreased
until the mine became unprofitable. The
owners then closed the mine. Today, as
you drive on Highway 67 between Cripple
Creek and Victor, you will pass where the
town of Arequa and the Requa Savage
mine were once located. Both places now
exist only in the pages of history. We are
reminded of Frank Finegan and how he
emerged from obscurity and left his mark
on time through his Civil War exploits and
his ownership of a Cripple Creek mine.
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TOMMY KNOCKER
TRADING POST

WE BUY AND SELL PRECIOUS
GEMS & GOLD NUGGETS

SPECIALISING IN MINING AND

PROSPECTING ANTIQUITIES

ONLINE SALES
@FACEBOOK
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Your Full Service Sthpmg e’r Busmess Center

52 County Road 5
(Behing Divide Market, Next to Russ Place)
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719-686-7587 - Open M-F 9-5:30
ShippingPlusCO@gmail.com - www.shippingplusco.net outet
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EYLEAP

warmth in every home

calor en todos los hogares

Need help heating your home
this winter? @it

LEAP can help.

LEAP puede ayudarlo.

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
NOVEMBER1- APRIL 30

ACEPTANDO SOLICITUDES 1NOVIEMBRE - 30 ABRIL

LEAP, Colorado’s Low-income Energy
Assistance Program, helps eligible
Coloradans with winter home heating costs.

LEAP, El Programa de Asistencia para Energia para Hogares de
Bajos Ingresos de Colorado, ayuda a los residentes elegibles de
Colorado pagar una parte de sus gastos de calefaccion de invierno.

1-866-HEAT HELP

(1-866-432-8435)
www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap

&Y

at Tamarac Business Center in

Center in Cripple Creek.

COLORADO
Office of Economic Security

Division of Food & Energy Assistance

Applications can be accessed online
or at your Teller County DHS office

Woodland Park or Aspen Mine

Wooden Scroll Art-Wooden Bowls-and Much More

by Melissa Traynham

he Buena Vista Chamber of Com-
merce celebrated one of the newer
businesses in BV in September with a
commemorative ribbon cutting ceremony.
The evening was full of supporters,
patrons, and friendly staff. The restaurant
was bustling and owner, Candice Bryans,
was right there with her staff serving up
delicious wine and food. Candice told
our Facebook Live audience about the
amazing selection of wines and about the
various specials weekly. These specials
change giving people a chance to experi-
ence different tastes and styles of wine.
“We are so excited to have the Cellar
on Railroad as a member of our Chamber
family. We love what they are providing

Obituary

John Murray

ohn Murray escaped this mortal coil on

Tuesday, September 14, 2021, at the
age of 68. The family is convinced he left
us on purpose due to a lack of engaging
entertainment as Netflix seems to have run
out of interesting programming; also, cha-
rades is extremely difficult for someone
with Lou Gehrig’s disease.

John leaves behind his loving wife
Linda, three children — Zach, Kayla and
Jackson, a sister, a brother-in-law, and a
Bohemian sister-in-law (currently trave-
ling the country performing a sock-puppet
musical recreation of Hotel Rwanda);
two horrible, ill-mannered, snack-stealing
dogs; two garbage cats and an exceed-
ingly charming snake.

John was a devoted husband, doting
father, and caring friend to many.

Tolerated by most of his colleagues,
John was an audio engineer and teacher
for more than 40 years. His career ambi-
tions started early when he tore apart his
stereo as a six-year-old so he could figure

Junior
Achievement’

of Southern Colorado

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

We are seeking community volunteers
to teach valuable Financial Literacy,
Entrepreneurship, and
Career Readiness skills to students alll
across Greater Colorado!

Virtual & In-Person Opportunities Available

The Celar on Raoad

to the community and visitors with their
indoor/outdoor seating, along with its
relaxing and sophisticated ambiance. We
look forward to supporting them in any
way we can,” stated Melissa Traynham.

The Buena Vista Chamber of Com-
merce offers ribbon cuttings to new
members or any member that is opening
in a new location. Their mission is to sup-
port economic vitality through advocacy
and partnerships. They do this through
marketing, programming, events, and col-
laboration with other entities.

FMI on the Buena Vista Chamber of
Commerce www.buenavistacolorado.org
or call 719-395-6612.

out exactly how it worked. That curiosity
led him down a path to collaborate with
giants in the industry as he specialized in
tuning and designing large sound systems
all over the US and also internationally.

In lieu of flowers, we ask that you make
a donation in John’s name to the ALS
Therapy Development Institute. https://
www.als.net/news/als-tdi-joins-forces-
with-duke/

John’s humor, intellect, beaming
personality and kindness will be sorely
missed.

In today’s world it seems like some
people have become more self-centered,
uncaring, cruel and cold-hearted — a
place where diverse cultures and races are
feared and despised. How do we avoid
becoming anxious, angry or disheartened
at the hatefulness and viciousness that

is so evident in our society? The shift to

a lack of acceptance of the differences
between us is causing more anxiety, hos-
tility, rage and depression. As I searched
for solutions to this problem, it became
evident that simple acts of kindness may
be part of the fix because it can have

a positive impact on both the person
receiving the kindness as well as on the
person who is being kind. When we take
the time to be kind to others, the giver
and the receiver BOTH reap the emotional
dividends. Did you know that being un-
kind actually hurts oneself? Not only does
it hurt the person to whom we are unkind,
but it likely violates one’s own morals or
values. It is true that at times it is difficult
to be kind to some people especially when
they act mean and egotistical where you
might think, “Why would I ever want to
show any kindness to such a horrible hu-
man?” The truth is that even if you never
get any appreciation back, you can still
feel good about the actions you took.

Were you aware that kindness can help
reduce stress and improve emotional well-
being? The brain rewards us when we do
kind things. Biologically, when you comfort
someone who is suffering, your brain
releases oxytocin, a hormone which helps
us bond or connect with others along with
making us feel more trusting, generous, and
friendly. Additionally, kind actions signal
our brain to release serotonin and dopamine,
two chemicals involved in creating helper s
high which has been shown to lessen pain,
depression, anxiety and can boost our sense
of happiness and satisfaction. As a result,
kindness makes us feel like we belong to
a community. Knowing we are bonded to
those with whom we live and work can help
neutralize feelings of loneliness which can
negatively impact our mood.

Offering compassion can make a
significant difference, understanding that
giving kindness changes each person. It is
important to note that kindness is differ-
ent from being soft or mushy; it is about
behaving in a benevolent way.

According to a Mental Health Founda-
tion survey, two-thirds of those surveyed
acknowledged that when others are kind
to them or when they were kind to others,
it had a positive impact on their own men-
tal health. Just under half of respondents
noted that when they were kind to them-
selves, it had beneficial effects (see UCN
article “Because I am Worth it” September
2021). The research also reveals that there

4 .

W Life-Enhancing Journeys
Kindness — doing good does you good!
by Barbara Pickholz-Weiner, RN, BSN, CACIII, MAC, EMDRII

are definite favorable benefits from acting
with kindness towards others, too.

Focusing on a community view of
kindness, almost three quarters (72%)
of those surveyed said they believe it is
important that we learn to be kinder as a
society (even more so since the coronavi-
rus pandemic).

“A life not lived for others is not a life,”
observed Mother Teresa. It is unnecessary
to be as selfless as Mother Theresa, how-
ever, there may be truth to this concept.
Acts of kindness can make us feel grate-
ful, empathetic, and unselfish. These are
positive feelings that give us a sense of
belonging, attachment and community.

Kindness means that we can act in a
selfless manner by considering others’
well-being. When you support a friend
through a tough time or help a stranger,
you can feel a sense of purpose which
may enable you to realize your own good
fortune in relation to others (I prefer to
avoid comparisons yet it is a part of the
human condition). Doing good deeds
for others may help you to have a more
positive outlook about your own circum-
stances.

Acts of kindness

Be kind to your loved ones

1. Reach out to a friend whom you have
not spoken to for a while or check
in with someone you know is going
through a tough time.

2. Send a card or letter to a special person
— a handwritten one always feels more
impressive. It is unnecessary to say any-
thing in particular; you are letting them
know that you are thinking of them
which is a simple and kind gesture.

3. You likely know someone with young
children who could benefit from some
time out. Instead of saying, “Let me
know if ever want me to babysit,” offer
a specific day or time. Allow your loved
one to have some time to themselves.

4. If you feel uncomfortable telling those
close to you how much you love and
appreciate them, show them kindness
through your actions. There are many
ways to help and here are a few ideas
— assist with household chores, offer
to make dinner or share a cup of tea,
ask about what is happening in their life
without interrupting, etc.

5. Forgive someone who may have hurt
you or with someone whom you may
have a strained relationship.

Show kindness at work

1. Make an effort to get to know a new
member of staff. Remember what it felt
like to be the new person.

2. Strive to say hello to your colleagues
and ask how they are.

TIME TO ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY MEATS

2 M

Mauntain Naturals

@@mm

Y MAKKET

Organic Foods | Local Produce | Gluten-Free | Grass-Fed Beef | Pet Food

719-687-9851

790 Red Feather Lane ¢ Woodland Park

Hours: Mon-Fri 2am-7pm « Sat 9am-5pm ¢ Sun 10am-5pm

CELEBRATING 29 YEARS!
OUR CUSTOMERS ROCK! THANK YOU!

3. Learn to listen, reassure, and respond. It
is okay to tell your workmate you need
to think about what they are asking then
get back to them later.

4. Say “thank you” to a coworker who has
helped you.

5. Praise a colleague for something they
have done well.

Acts of kindness in public places

1. Smile. Never underestimate the power
of smiling at a stranger (this might be
awkward behind a mask; however, your
eyes do reflect your smile).

2. Be observant and offer help where you
can. If you see someone struggling,
lend a helping hand.

3. If you see trash lying around, do the
right thing and pick it up.

4. Wish a stranger good morning or
afternoon.

5. Offer an unexpected compliment to a
stranger (“cool shoes...”).

6. Be a considerate driver. Let someone in
front of you if they are signaling their
intention to move into your lane.

7. Spare some change when you observe
someone in the supermarket short a cou-
ple of dollars and you have the means to
share, give it freely without expecting
anything back then tell them they could
do the same for someone else when they
are able to do so — pay it forward.

8. Help someone getting bullied. The
person being bullied likely feels alone
and since bullies tend to have an over-
bearing personality, by you standing
beside someone who is being bullied, it
can reduce the momentum and possibly
stop the bullying from happening.

Recognize that kindness can thrive online.
The digital world can be a lifeline as

well as a place to feel connected. Using the

internet means we can spread a little kind-
ness from the comfort of our own home.

1. Leave a supportive comment on some-
one’s Instagram.

2. Take time to reach out online to people
you have ignored.

3. Write something nice or encouraging
on a post you appreciate.

4. Review your favorite podcasts.

5. Share a message of love/support on an
App on which you communicate.

6. Offer to share your technology skills
with antitechnologists.

7. Extend support to colleagues who may be
unfamiliar with videoconferencing or new
software that you have already mastered.

8. Consider what you share — look at the
source of the post, and the tone. Avoid
it if it is unkind. If something could
upset others and you feel you need to
post it, use a content warning.

November 2021 - UTE COUNTRY NEWS - Page 21

Reserve Some Energy for Yourself
It is important to avoid wearing your-

self out doing for others. When feeling

depleted, it is time to take a step back.

Although acts of kindness for other people

can make us feel good, we might consider

why we are doing it. Ask yourself, “What
is my motive or reason for doing so much
for others...?” It is easy to give away

all our energy, especially if there is an

overpowering need for approval, respect or

admiration, which we are unable to give to
ourselves so we unconsciously look to get

it from others. Leave enough kindness for

yourself — benevolence starts with you.

1. Take care of yourself by reading to
exercise your mind or going to the gym
to exercise your body.

2. Tune out the inner voice of judgement
and comparison and listen to the voice
that says you are enough.

3. Prioritize some “me” time so you can
relax and reflect on how you are feeling
now and how your day or week has
been so far.

4. Turn off social media channels for a
day or even a week.

5. Have patience with stressful people.
This is a good deed both for the person
you are displaying patience towards as
well as for yourself. Remember, they
have to live with themselves and you do
not. Choose to act with tolerance and
understanding instead of anger. This will
benefit you by keeping your blood pres-
sure lower and your stress levels down.

6. Treat yourself to something small
such as buying or planting flowers.

7. Do something you enjoy like listen-
ing to a favorite song or dancing in
your kitchen (even if you look like an
“epileptic chicken” like my husband —
Sorry Mark but it is true).

8. Spend time in nature.

Acts of kindness make the world a
happier place which can uplift us all. Start
by practicing kindness with words and
actions. The benefits of helping others last
long after the act itself for those offering
kindness as well as for those who benefit.
Try kindness for a change. It is less
expensive than antidepressant medication
and only has positive side effects. Doing
good does you good!

Barbara Pickholz-Weiner, RN, BSN,
CACIII, MAC, EMDRII is the program
director of Journeys Counseling Center, Inc.
At Journeys we teach you tools, skills and
help you discover resources to live the most
effective life possible. We guide, support and
coach you along the path you desire, to be-
come the best version of yourself. To contact
Barbara, email Journeyscounselingctr@,
gmail.com or call 719-510-1268 (cell).
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 Doubile yiaur-impact by donating teday.
Your donation will be matched p to
$33.750.00 thru December 311

IndyGive!/ONWT & mail to:
ONWT/3150 N. Nevada Ave.
Colorado Springs, CO 80907

Make a Difference!
Donate at:
indygive.com/ownt or
make check payable to:
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AVAILABLE
VIRTUALLY

3 Mental Health Crisis Planning
workshop 6-8 p.m. Pre-regis-
tration required call 970-823-
4751 or visit namichaffee.
org. No need to feel power-
less when a crisis arises.
Participants will learn about
causes of a mental health
crisis, how to recognize signs
of a crisis and steps to take
to de-escalating techniques,
communication and advocacy
skills, community resources,
problem solving and crisis
prevention, as well as how to
create a crisis plan.

11 Raising Children Made Easy
— Conscious Discipline Par-
ent Night with Amy Speidel
7-8 p.m. Committing to teach
instead of judge. Practicing
the tool of positive intent
becomes more doable when
we apply that message to
ourselves. Please send in your
questions (anonymously if
you prefer) or share what’s on
your mind during the session.
Register at https://forms.gle/
jhq7HFBHnrnpDaSx9 Regis-
ter as soon as possible before
11/08/2021. Zoom link sent to
registrars the day before the
event. Questions? Email Kris-
ten at kvalett@ccecc.org. The
Chaffee County Early Child-
hood Council is dedicated to
meeting the needs of young
children and families prenatal
through age 8, and those who
serve them. FMI www.ccecc.
org or 719-221-5114.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

2 Crossroads of Parenting &
Divorce 4:30-8:30 p.m. Teller
County Court approved co-
parenting class. Registration
fee required. FMI Michelle@
cpteller.org.

4 Circle of Parents Kinship
Connection 5-6 p.m. via
zoom. Are you raising your
grandchildren or kin? Do you
feel like you are raising them
alone? A place where you can
find and share support. FMI
AmyS@cpteller.org.

» FREE Yoga with Leah 10-11
a.m. Mondays, via zoom.
FMI Jamie@cpteller.org.
FMI on CP programs 719-
686-0705.

* NAMI COLORADO: http:/
www.namicolorado.org/

* Suicide prevention: https://
suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
or 1-800-273-8255

BUENA VISTA

6 UAS Club Central Colorado
9-10:30 a.m. at Central Colo-
rado Regional Airport. FMI:
719-581-2010 or ccuasclub@
gmail.com. Meets every first
Saturday, usually at Central
Colorado Regional Airport.

6 BV HOPE is having a Hope
Bags event at Clearview
Community Church. Bring
items to pack bags for human
trafficking survivors. Email
buenavisahope@gmail.com for
details and list of items needed.

20 Christmas Fair at BV High

School 559 S Railroad 9-3
p-m. BV HOPE will be there!

21 BV HOPE is the non-profit
that will be receiving the
donations from the Knights of
Columbus breakfast 8-11 a.m.
at St. Rose of Lima.

CANON CITY

LIBRARY

3 Free Legal Clinic 2-5 p.m. Call
for appointment 719-269-9020.

13 Between the Covers local au-
thor meet and greet 10-2 p.m.

* B.0.0.K. Babies on our Knees
Monday 10:30 a.m.

« Story time and craft Tuesday
and Thursday 10:30 a.m.

« Virtual story time Wednesday
10:30 a.m.

* Lego Club Ist Friday each
month 3-4 p.m.

* Break out box 2nd Friday each
month 3-4 p.m.

* Filler Friday (different activity
each month) 3rd Friday each
month 3-4

¢ Chess Club Wednesday 2 p.m.

* New Neighbors Genealogy 1st
Friday 1 p.m.

» Metaphysical Group 2nd and
4th Saturday 10:30 a.m.

¢ United Health Care 2nd and
4th Thursday 9:30 a.m.

* Fremont Brain Injury Support
Ist Tuesday 12:30 p.m.

All at 516 Macon Ave. FMI
719-269-9020.

CHIPITA PARK
6 Chipita Park Association’s
17th Annual Fall Arts &
Crafts Fair 9-4 p.m. Sat &
10-3 p.m. Sun. at Marcroft
Hall 9105 Chipita Park Road.
Admission is FREE! Wide
selection of fine arts, crafts,
gifts, baked goods, and lunch
available. Ute Pass Historical
Society will be there offering
many books and 2022 Calen-
dars. FMI 719-465-2892 or
deeannbr@gmail.com.

COLORADO
SPRINGS

BROADMOOR

9 King & Country

21 Trans-Siberian Orchestra 3
p-m. & 7:30 p.m.

26 Disney on Ice presents
Dream Big 7 p.m.

27 Disney on Ice presents Dream
Big Il am., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.

28 Disney on Ice presents Dream
Big 11 am., 3 p.m.

CRIPPLE CREEK

2,4,9, 11, 16, 18, 30 Senior
Club House 10-2 p.m. Games,
crafts, snacks socializing, Bin-
go at 10:30 a.m. in the dining
room. The Aspen Mine Center
is located at 166 E. Bennet
Ave. FMI 719-689-3584.

4 American Legion Post 171
meeting 6 p.m. at 400 E.
Carr Ave. Hot dogs and
refreshments 5 p.m. weather
permitting.

6 Watch out - the Posse is
Comin’ see page 14.

11 American Legion Post 171
will hold a Veterans Day as-
sembly for students at CC-V
Jr/Sr High School 10:30-
11:30 a.m. The assembly will

~OUT AND ABOUT~

Check out these activities going on right here in this area. If you know of an activity we should include, please call us at 719-686-7587 or email us at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com.

include several guest speakers,
as well as a Q&A opportunity
for students. Although CC-V
is unable to invite the entire
community due to limited
capacity, all CC-V Veteran or
active-duty parents or family
members are invited to attend;
please email Annie Durham to
be added to the list adurham@)
ccvschools.com.

17 Career Exploration Fair 2-4
p.m. see page 7.

26-Dec 31 Thin Air Theatre
presents A Cripple Creek
Christmas Carol through Dec
31. FMI 719-689-3247 or 719-
689-6402 or buttetheater.com.

* GED Classes 1-3 p.m. FMI
Michelle@cpteller.org.

PARKS N REC

CC Parks and Recreation

¢ Adult Co-Ed Softball Leagues,
Mon.

 Aikido-Martial Arts, Mon-
Wed-Fri.

* Archery Classes, Open Shoot-
ing (all ages) Fri.

« B-Boy/Break Dance Classes
for beginners, Wed & Fr.

 Cornhole Team Play, Fri.

« Silver Sneakers Group Exer-
cise Mon-Wed-Fri.

« Senior’s Walkabout Tues.

* Taekwon-do for Adults and
Kids, Tues-Thurs.

* Moving for Wellness Dance Ex-
ercise for Adults Tues-Thurs

* Women’s Bible Study, Wed.
FMI 719-689-3514.

DIVIDE

* FREE Yoga on Mondays with
Leah 10-11 a.m. at Pikes Peak
Community Club. Limited
class size, doors lock at 10
a.m. Bring your own mat and
props. All levels welcome.
FMI Jamie@cpteller.org or
719-686-0705.

LITTLE CHAPEL

FOOD PANTRY

8, 22 This is a drive-up distribu-
tion, and to make sure to
avoid traffic issues our distri-
bution times are:

Last name beginning with:
A-H  3:30-4:30 p.m.
1-Q 4:30-5:30 p.m.
R-Z 5:30-6:30 p.m.

FLORENCE

6 Veterans Day Recognition at
Florence Pioneer Museum and
Research Center 100 E. Front
St 11 a.m. weather permitting
to honor the 35 fallen men of
eastern Fremont County from
WWIL. Penrose and Pueblo
VFWs and Florence American
Legion will participate in the
program. Coffee and cookies
afterward. The museum will
be open by donation for the
day. FMI www.florencepio-
neermuseum.org.

FLORISSANT
3-13 Pikes Peak Historical Soci-
ety Auction see page 5.

FOSSIL BEDS

5 Night Sky Program 7-9 p.m. meet
on the front patio of the Visitor
Center. FMI 719-748-3253.

Holid

@%TWEE%

Fine b Anukiy;

Home

10 am. — S pm.

Tur |

@

GRANGE
13 Pine Needle Basket Class

9-12 p.m. We also offer
needle felting, gourd art, glass
painting and more. Please
reserve your spot.

24 FREE Thanksgiving dinner

6-9 p.m. Come in, eat, and
enjoy live music or stop

by for take-out. Dinner is
traditional Thanksgiving with
turkey and all the trimmings.
Volunteers to help us are
always welcome!

» Community Yoga class on

Mondays 9-10:15 a.m. Dona-
tions accepted. FMI yoga@
reneerudolph.com

FMI or to register call 719-
510-2325.

LIBRARY
SAVE the DATES: Dec 2-4

Build a Gingerbread House!
Turn in your house Dec 2-4,
to the library. For details
and contest entry form go to
lightersideofchirstmas.com
under the Holiday Activi-
ties or either library. Theme:
“Season’s Reading.”

GUFFEY

LIBRARY
2 Walking Talking Threads

12:30-3 p.m. Meets every
first Tuesday of the month.
Take a nice brisk walk around
Guffey Town and meet back
at the library to crochet, knit
and talk away.

6 Annual Guffey Library Silent

Auction begins! Avoid city
shopping craziness. Find
unique and handmade items
donated by wonderful, local
community members and help
support the Guffey Library.
Bid the “buy it now” price
and the item is yours. Bids
close 3 p.m. on Dec. 4.

29 Guffey Literary Society 1-3

p.m. Book choice for Novem-
ber is News of the World by
Paulette Jiles. The Guffey Lit-
erary Society is a wonderfully
dynamic and diverse group.
All are welcome to join.

FMI 719-689-9280 or
Guffeylib@parkco.us.

SALIDA

28 Christmas Fair at the Elks

Club 148 E 2nd St 10-3 p.m.

WOODLAND
PARK

13 Holiday Bazaar, Bake Sale

and Craft Fair by WP Senior
Center (SE corner of Pine &
Lake St) 8-1 p.m. You will be
sure to find some great deals
on holiday decorations, local
arts and crafts and home-
made yummy treats for your
holiday entertainment. All
proceeds support activities
and programs of the WP Sen-
ior Citizens Club — Retired
on Exprired.

13 Join us for our monthly

meeting of Citizens’ Climate
Lobby. Find out what we can
do to mitigate the catastro-
phes heading our way through
global warming. We meet the
second Saturday 11 a.m. at

Tree Lighting 5 p.m.

cians play.

" MANITOU SPRINGS

26 Meet Santa 3-5 p.m. at the town clock followed by the Annual
27 Meet Santa 12-2 p.m. downtown TBD while Strolling Musi-

28 Strolling Musicians downtown 12-2 p.m.

The Woodland Park Library
218 E. Midland. Please RSVP
pjpotsticker@gmail.com.

28 Art Walk 11-1:30 p.m. Studio
Tours 10-2 p.m. Starting
location is 400 West Midland,
Suite 120. Artists Sunday is a
national program to support
local arts. A map is also avail-
able at soarwithnetworkfund-
raising.org.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

9-Dec 14 Cooking Matters
for Parents of Preschoolers
5-7:30 p.m. at Mountain View
United Methodist. Learn how
to prepare healthy meals that
kids will eat. Hands on work-
shop. Take home groceries
to practice the recipes. Meal
and childcare provided. FMI
Michelle@cpteller.org.

17 Good Vibes Festival 4-7 p.m.
at WP Middle School. Join
WPSD and CPFRC for a fam-
ily fun evening with dinner,
giveaways, hands on activities
and freebies. FREE, all ages.
FMI Jamie@cpteller.org.

* GED Classes Mondays &
Wednesdays 5-7 p.m. FMI
Michelle@cpteller.org.

* Playgroup Mondays & Wednes-
days 9:30-11 a.m. at The Re-
source Exchange 509 Scott Ave.,
Suite 203. Parent or caregiver
with children ages 5 & under.
FMI Jackie@cpteller.org.

* FREE Yoga Tuesdays and
Thursdays 4-5 p.m. at Moun-
tain View United Methodist
Church. Limited class size.
Doors lock at 4 p.m. Bring
your own mat and props. All
levels welcome. FMI Jamie@
cpteller.org.

FMI on CP programs 719-
686-0705.

LIBRARY

10 The American Revolution:
The Winning of a Nation
presented by Gary Penley 3
p.m. Mr. Penley will discuss
the causes, victories, losses,

struggles, hardships, and the
great triumph that led to the
birth of our nation.

* SAVE the DATES: Dec 2-4

Build a Gingerbread House!
Turn in your house Dec 2-4,
to the library. For details
and contest entry form go to
lightersideofchirstmas.com
under the Holiday Activi-
ties or either library. Theme:
“Season’s Reading.”

NONPROFIT COOPERATIVE
9 Monthly meeting 9-10:15 a.m.

via zoom and in-person. This
is where nonprofits share
information and develop col-
laborations for future activi-
ties. Email iwantto@soarwith-
networkfundraising.org.

10 Teller County Young

Professionals Networking at
Reserve Our Gallery 6-8 p.m.
Free! Please register at reser-
veourgallery@gmail.com or
text “tcyp” to 833-763-0494.
Definition of Young Profes-
sionals: Young at heart, 21
years old and up, people who
are in the business sector.

11 Round Table Discussion 6-8

p-m. Mushrooms with Gale

Motter at Reserve Our Gal-

lery. Fee $10. FMI 719-401-
2301 or reserveourgallery(@,
gmail.com.

All events located at 400 W.
Midland, Suite 100.

* SAVE THE DATE - Dec 5

Fundraiser to benefit the Kahl
Family and Divide First Re-
sponders 1-4 at the Historic
Ute Inn at 204 W. Midland
Ave. There will be a silent
auction, food and The Electric
EBT Blues Trio will perform.
Donations accepted by Lyn
Hinkle 719-233-0509, Mary
Oliver at liveyourstorywell@
gmail.com or Wendy Turner,
coltynscue@yahoo.com and
also accepted at https://go-
fund.me/c4289894.

|

//(719) 687-1180

Mueller State Park

Mueller State Park invites visitors to
come out to the park to enjoy the
peace and quiet the winter months can of-
fer! Hiking goes on year-round and once
the snow arrives, come out for snowshoe-
ing, skiing and sledding! Mueller is open
every day for outdoor activities and the
Visitor Center is open every day 9-4 p.m.
except Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.
See you on the trails!

1 Hike: Elk Meadow* to Murphy’s Cut
meet 8:30 a.m.

6 Farewell to Fall Forest Bathing/Shin-
rin Yoku Walk 10:30-1 p.m. meet at
Visitor Center patio.

6 Nature Crafts 2 p.m. at Visitor Center.

8 Hike: Cahill Cabin and Pond meet
8:30 a.m. Camper Service Parking.

15 Hike: Osborn Homestead Loop meet
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8:30 a.m. Camper Service Parking.

20 Hike: Geer Pond meet 9:30 a.m. Lost

Pond TH

Center patio.

22 Hike: Outlook Ridge* Loop meet

8:30 a.m.

*Indicates to meet at the Trailhead (TH)
of the same name.

20 Animal Antifreeze meet 2 p.m. Visitor

Mueller events are free. However, a $9
day-pass or $80 annual-pass are required
to enter the park. FMI 719-687-2366.

26 Hike: Elk Meadow* to Murphy’s Cut

meet 8:30 a.m.

27 Hike: School Pond* meet 9:30 a.m.

— UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS —

Sharpening: Chainsaw Loops

Qualified mechanic Reasonable Rate

A &
g Hitchin’ Post Trailer& Tractor Sales & —

2. 719-748-8333
www.hitchinposttrailers.com

SR N"V4
€ N2/

est. 1964
k Fairplay, Colorado

=5
Qct/@\ £
%12 T 218-556-3809

i i 4 MOy, CIGAR AND SIPPING LOUNGE )
v < A
Husqvarna Repair & Service @) ) Vo INDOOR GOLF SIMULATOR Jim Wright, DVM
: GUIDED FLY FISHING ANIMAL CARE CLINIC

640 Route 285
unit C e Fairplay

at the Sinclair Station

Hours: Mon.-Sun. 9am - 7pm

www.rockymtncigarco.com

J

(719) 748-3048
(719) 337-9822

Veterinary Practice
Small Animals * Equine and Livestock
Small Animal Surgical & Hospitalization Facilities Available

39609 Hwy. 24 « Lake George, CO 80827
Serving Teller, Park, Douglas, & El Paso Counties

Reach over 32,000 readers in Teller, Park,
Fremont, Chaffee, and EI Paso
Counties every month!

Your Ad Here

for as little as $30.04 a month*
Call 719-686-7587 or
email: utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com

for more information and advertising deadlines.
*nre-paid 6-month contract rate.

MUSIC LESSONS

Violin, Beginning Guitar
and Mandolin

FLIP: (719] 429-3361
flip@ghvalley.net

Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Montana

Ray Leist

Office: (800) 833-9997
Cell: (720) 600-1244

email: ray@findssa.net

website: www.steelstructuresamerica.com

BUCKSTITCH SADDLERY

Handmade Saddles, Tack & Other Gear

RICK FAVINGER

40025 Hwy 24
PO Box 220
Lake George, CO 80827

B R K KL AR

Phone: (719) 660-4488

Email: buckstitchsaddlery@hughes.net

ANIMAL

GREGORY S.

312 W. Hwy. 24 e Box 5999
Woodlund Park, CO 80866

Compaggion %

HOSDITAL

COOPER, D.V.M.

(719) 687-6000
gcompussionunimalhospitul@ymail.com
mycompussionanimalhospital.com

 The House Tairy,

v cleaning § Handyman Services
Property Care and Management
> we oo the worke

o Quality Senvice from deep cleaning

S Affordable Rates :* to all repairs

o References available x ,

S weekly - Biweekly - Monthly  CArMEN and Mike
o Reliable « 505-382-4412

we service all Teller Count
Woodland Park, Divide, Florissant and quffey

LEL]

Wendt « Owner

719-748-3328

1900 CR 31, Unit B « Florissant, CO

Paradise Gardens
Forty Years of I Iig]l-A/h'iut/e, Organic and Native

Gardening in Florissant, Colorado

"The Plant Laa’y"
Ka.ren Anclerson

) 719.748.3521
Planl’La(lySpealas@‘g'mail.com
By Appointment Only, Please

PHONE (719) 687-9645
CELL (719) 291-4731
www.woodlandroofing.com

——

WOODLAND ROOFING COMPANY
COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE
53 YEARS OF SERVICE

STEVE BARRINGTON: OWNER
E-MAIL: steve@woodlandroofing.com

P.0. BOX 9002
WOODLAND PARK, CO 80866

/-\ Shannon Lemons, DVM
FELLER PARK

Veterinary LService

Elevate your Veterinary Care.

Accepting
Care Credit

Large and Small Animal Medicine and
Surgery, Specializing in Dentistry

719.687.2201

1084 Cedar Mtn. Road e Divide ® www.tellerparkvet.com

Journeys

Counseling Center, Inc.

"We are here to help you create your best life possible”
Barbana Pechholy Weiner

750 Hwy 24, Ste 120, Woodland Park, CO 80863
Cell: 719-510-1268
journeyscc@aol.com

RN, CAC [, MAC, EMDR

Classic or New
Domestic
Foreign
4 - Wheel
Trucks
Jeeps

Nationa Insttute for
AUTOMOTIVE

Woodland Park, CO.
80863

(719) 687-0001 fgatnis>
“Klome Yom st

Did you enjo

what you read?

Please thank

John E. Fox
Broker Associate, MRP, SRES

Real Estate

United Country Timberline, Inc.
Cell: 719-440-7787

Office: 719-687-3678 ext. 217
jfox.re.co@gmail.com

11511 US W Hwy 24

Divide, CO 80814

Independently owned & operated

Insurance
18 no

Accident! ‘

Your FIRST choice for insurance in the high country!

South Park Insurance
551 Front Street, Fairplay, Colorado ¢ 719.836.2980
www.insurance-southpark.com e emccuallum@crsdenver.com
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Aspen Leaf Bakery & Ccy% ]U: ‘
Pastries & Pies ’ 103 Vllltage 103 W Main Street,

"o
'.n "y,

@}5\_ 90 -

Soup & Sandwiches

Florence, CO 81226
Market (719) 784-7303

Soft Serve Ice Cream

W
visten, Espineza % / mwi%
g e G B an.@*@—\%a
113 Main Street, Florence, €O 81226 s
Phone: (719) 784-3834 |L. Facebook.com/103 Vintage Market i

“Layaway /2 Down Blue Spruce Gallery
One Day Refund, Art & AnthueS

Clothing & Curiosity Exchang_e
or Store Credit Only “The Best of Both Worlds”

~ Retro, Jewelry Fine Art arts and Crafts,

Costume, Name Select Antiques
Brands

vick;y Huffman = 3 in a Victorian Setting

| Hdaogist o WL 205 W. Main, Florence, CO 81226
e e o2 ' 719-784-1339  bluespruceart.com

retromall2@yahoo.com Soln e

.' Find it at FCC : ‘ “ T[QUE
|7 W | EH@USJE

\V,V Vintage & S4r#u/ Lighting

J INE Western Accoutrements

BEER 124 E. Main St. « Florence, CO
Where you can find almost BN M?fg_%'ﬁ%gggNCE’ e 719.372.1016 « mvh876@gmail.com

Lo D G I N G ANYTHING www.facebook.com/findalmostanything Tue-Sat IOam_SPm’ sun 1 1 am_spm

GALLERIES
MUSEUM
HISTORIC . T —
THEATER P, . 719-784-7434

BAKERY TR oo
CBD WELLNESS '
PRODUCTS 115 E. Man Sreee i e s

FLorence, COLORADO P aes) =24

The Short Dr e, 3l L reams

Boutique, Gifts, Accessories, Gallery and More

A Long Way/i | (119 764 7664 719-280-3345

KOPPERKETTLECO@GMAIL.COM 120 East Main St., Florence, CO

FOOD

ONSIGNMENT

Floreneg Flippi 1 :
orence Fiippins Pecdier B I

Florence, CO. 81226 118 W. Main St.
Florence, CO 81226

Gifts, Lay Away, 2 LARRY NELSON + 719-338-1628

Gift Wrapping y“"(ﬁx NATIVE AMERICAN
& : JEWELRY

Darlene Colyer 115 E Main Suite #16 (S5 ' - 5 Oo
Specializing in Men’s hair Florence, CO 81226 N ] o

! 4 Call: (719)280-7226 [ : o F F Y
118 E. Main St . s
Tuesday- Friday 9am-4pm Saturday 10am-3pm PTEomRTS™ o

719-784-7141 . Elorence, Colorado 81226
Mary McGrail - Owner bakersrackallthingskitchen@gmail.com mainstreetbarber54@gmail.com 132 E. MAIN ST. FLORENCE, CO

Jewelry@Cabochons¢Minerals [
Stone Decore»Much More

Roger & Kathryn Duncan w O Open
122 E Main St. : 7 days
info@fccgemco.com Florence, CO 81226 ,, Antique Mall S(COODS a wee
Florence, Colorado 81226

WWW. fgcgemco com 719-430- 6935 —

719.784.3797 1 1
ICE CRERHI PRRLOR - FLORFICE. CO =






