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“Sports teaches 
you character, it 
teaches you to 
play by the rules, 
it teaches you to 
know what it feels 
like to win and lose 
— it teaches you 
about life.”

— Billie Jean King
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The photograph of the statue of the Vic-
tor Penguin Hockey Club on our front 

cover was taken in 2018. We felt it paired 
well with the quote because after 11 
months of Covid, we are beginning to see 
professional sports, as well as high school 
sports being offered, although with modi-
fi cations. This shows we are indeed capa-
ble of learning how to deal with this tiny, 
but oh, so very powerful virus. It is our 
hope and intention to continue to modify 
our behavior as this virus also changes 
through mutations. There is no question 
this virus commands our attention and re-
spect. As we take to heart the message to 
wear a mask and social distance to protect 
our fellow human beings, the virus loses 
its grip and we gain a meaningful connec-
tion by respecting each other.

Our February issue has many articles 
that depict respect. Read An artist at work 
– Linda Rous by Urban Turzi to learn 
about Faceless Dolls and how they were 
inspired by the various Nations of Linda’s 
ancestors. Cooperating with counties for 
egress gives an example of how counties 
can work with Coalition for the Upper 
South Platte to clear trees, making sub-
divisions fi re wise. Evernight by Gilrund 
the Historian presents a fi ctional piece 
that shows how a community of fairies 
cooperates to save one of their own. We 
hope you enjoy the articles within these 
pages and take to heart the message that 
we all matter.

The photos of your animal friends mat-
ter, too! Please share with our readers! 
Feel free to email them or snail mail them 
to POB 753 Divide, CO 80814 or drop 
them off at Shipping Plus in Divide M-F 
9-5:30 p.m.

Thank you,
— Kathy & Jeff Hansen
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It’s not that often that I meet an artist 
whose career is rich with experiences. 

Interviewing Rudi Mergelman was a joy. 
I could only imagine his childhood living 
on ranches with cowboys and horses to 
paint. Many artists have created western 
paintings, but not many have lived it and 
you can see the difference. He doesn’t 
interpret western art, he lived it.

When you view his work, you can see 
it was created by an artist with great talent 
and knowledge. His work is clean and clear 
and shows great knowledge of his subjects. 
His colors are illuminated with strong natu-
ral light and his subjects are crisp and clear. 
It’s as if you were there. A result many 
artists strive to achieve but not all do. 

You know you’re a successful artist 
when you don’t depend on a gallery to sell 
your work, the work sells itself and you 
build a clientele of buyers who keep com-
ing back. Thank you, Rudi, for sharing 
your passion with us.

How long have you been painting?
 I received a paint by number set when 

I was in the sixth grade. I started one 
of the panels and never fi nished it using 
the numbers. I asked for more paint and 
plain canvases and started fi guring things 
out on my own. School teachers helped 
me and I was lucky enough to have some 
local artists who gave me good advice. 
I was raised in Gunnison Colorado, the 
heart of open range cattle country. Both 
sides of my family were homesteading 
pioneer ranchers. I grew up in town but 
spent all the time I could on family and 
friends’ ranches. I had real cowboys for 
my heroes and love the western culture 
and lifestyle. I was always intrigued by 
the wildlife around me and fi nd them to be 
great subjects to study and paint. I guess 
I express my obsession with cowboys and 
critters in my art. If I couldn’t paint them, 
I probably wouldn’t paint.

Who inspires you to create?
 I am inspired by the challenge to por-

tray my subjects artistically and authenti-
cally for others to enjoy and appreciate. 

What is your favorite subject and why?
 My main subjects by choice are the 

contemporary American cowboy and 
north American big game.

What is your favorite medium, and 
have you tried others?

 The main body of my work is in oil 
paint. I do use acrylics and watercolor on 
occasion. I also sculpt using clay or wax 
using bronze or cold cast material for a 
fi nal product. I was in the graphics busi-
ness for years and used many mediums 
for many purposes. Oil works best for me 

and I prefer a clay wax 
mix for modeling. I like 
to work on stretched 
a canvas, but panels 
are fi ne also. I like a 
medium textured gesso 
ground to paint on.

Did you see yourself as 
an artist as a child?

 I always was inter-
ested in art. I was fortu-
nate to have family and 
friends encourage me. 
I never got to study art 
seriously until college. 
It is funny that a lot of 
the material they pre-
sented at college didn’t 
make sense until years 
later when I started to 
really concentrate on 
making my work go on 
to higher levels. I don’t 
care how talented one 
is, art is a learned skill 
that requires many 
hours at the easel 
producing work 
that shouldn’t be 
framed.

What do you ex-
perience emotion-
ally when creating 
art?

 I compare art 
to music. A music 
student puts in 
a lot of hours 
under instruction 
and practice before their fi rst concert. 
Successful art students are no different. 
My artwork is very representational and 
doesn’t require a lot of cerebral imagina-
tion. Time in the studio is my favorite time 
and I hope each day brings better work 
than the day before. That doesn’t happen 
often enough, but I keep going back.

What was your most diffi cult painting 
to make?

 The most diffi cult pieces I work on are 
the ones I didn’t plan well or think out 
enough. I have learned you don’t have to 
paint the whole western hemisphere for 
the background and if you are going to 
paint great herds but the way back in the 
composition. I really don’t recall my most 
diffi cult painting but paintings with bad 
design and poor references usually end up 
being very frustrating.

What is your most favorite part of 
painting?

 Painting the main subject matter is al-

ways enjoyable but putting it 
into a proper background and 
creating and overall success-
ful piece is the fi nal reward. 
Going out and getting refer-
ence material is very enjoy-
able and gives me motivation 
to do new work.

What’s in the future for 
you?

 I am now retired from 
day jobs and have all day to spend in the 
studio doing what I wish. My daily goal 
is to produce some artwork each day. 
This could be all day at the easel or doing 
some of the peripheral jobs in the studio.

 I have been fortunate enough to make 
my living as an artist. I have taught 
secondary art in the public schools and 
worked in the graphics art fi eld both in 
the toy and gift business. I have worked 
for a commercial sculpture company and 
owned my own gallery. I have been in gal-
leries in Colorado, New Mexico and Wyo-
ming. The biggest reward of my career is 
all the wonderful people my wife Darleen 
and I have met. The art world small or 
large is full of special people with a com-
mon love for that thing we call art.

 At the present time I do not have a gal-
lery affi liation. Art sales are mostly from 
previous collectors or connections over 
the social media. My studio is in our home 
in Florence.

You can reach Rudi by Facebook.

A Look Inside the Artist
Rudi R. Mergelman, artist
by Mary Shell
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 Adopt Me 

I’m an older gal. I’ve been through some 
struggles and I’d love nothing more than a 

nice family to call my own. I’m very sweet and 
I love people, but I’d rather not be picked up. If 
I sound like I’d be a wonderful addition to your 
home, give my friends a call at 719-686-7707 
to schedule a meeting. TCRAS is located at 308 
Weaverville Road in Divide.

This space donated by the Ute Country News to promote shelter animal adoption.

Snowbell
by TCRAS

Continuing down Currant Creek past 
Job Kester Sweet’s place, the next 

early homesteader was Captain William 
Bainbridge White. The Captain was born 
in Pennsylvania in 1813.

White’s grandfather and great grandfa-
ther were born in Ireland and the family 
immigrated to PA sometime in the early 
1850s. The Captain’s father, Jacob, one of 
three children, married twice. First to Jane 
Mary Morrow and they had one son born in 
1801, the same year Jane died, most likely 
in childbirth or complications thereof.

Jacob married Elizabeth “Betsy” Mitch-
el, his second wife, in 1801, and they had 
eight children, Hugh, John, Thompson, 
Elizabeth, William Bainbridge., Mary, 
Jane and Nancy between 1802 and 1821.

Interestingly, the Captain’s brother 
Thompson married three times. Thomp-
son’s fi rst wife was Martha Curry and they 
had three children: Hugh, Mary Margaret 
and Elizabeth. Elizabeth was born 1839 
and died in 1840 and her mother Betsy 
died in 1840 as well.

Thompson’s second wife was Sarah 
Fulton and they had six children: William 
Henry Fulton, Elizabeth, Albert Wheeler, 
Martha Jane, Clara and Nancy. Elizabeth 
died at 6 years old, Albert Wheeler died 
at 18 years old, Clara died at 25 years and 
Nancy died at 9 years.

Thompson’s third wife was Nancy J. 
Boone and they had no children.

William White spent his early life river-
boat freighting on the Ohio River learning 
the country from Virginia to the wilder-
ness regions of Kentucky, Indiana and 
Illinois. White met and married Sabina 
Breckenridge Roland in 1839 or 1840. 
The Roland’s were one of the prominent 
VA families. Sabina was born September 
8, 1822 in VA.

The couple had six children: John Ro-
land, Emma, Josephine, Jacob B., William 
Delos and Henry Lewis. White traveled 
quite a bit and he did not see his son Jacob 
until he was almost four years old.

From a riverboat, White became a 
sailor and soon was the Captain of a small 
sailing vessel, which arrived in Australia 
in 1848. Upon hearing of the discovery 
of gold there, White joined a group who 
hiked across the continent on a fruitless 
prospecting venture.

In 1849, White found himself in San 
Francisco at the height of gold fever there. 
After prospecting and working the mines 
for a few months, White returned to his 
family in PA.

The 1850 United States Census has White, 
a farmer 36 years old, living in PA with 
Sabina, 26, and their children John, Emma, 
Josephine, Jacob and William D. White’s 
nephew, his brother Thompson’s son, Hugh, 
14 years, is also living with them.

Next door lived White’s father Jacob 
and mother Betsy, as well as their daugh-
ter Nancy (1817-1859), whose condition 
is listed as “idiotic.”

Sometime in 1850-1851, White moved 
to Ipava, IL, where his last child, Henry 
Lewis was born October 6, 1851.

Interestingly, Job Kester Sweet was in 
Pike County, IL in 1840 and in the late 
1840s-1850s ran a tannery and shoe factory 
in Lewiston, Fulton County. Lewiston is 
only a few miles from Ipava and William 
White and his family most certainly knew 
Job and John Sweet. The Captain was in 
Ipava until 1866 and his daughter Josephine 
married Obed Garwood there in 1864.

By 1865, Job was proprietor of the Ipava 
Hotel. The 1860 population in Ipava was 
only 299. White and Sweet both home-
steaded almost next to each other on Cur-
rant Creek and both were patented in 1882.

Although White failed to fi nd his for-
tune, he defi nitely had gold fever and was 
one of the fi rst to Colorado in 1859, at 46 
years old, when gold was discovered. He 
settled in California Gulch (Leadville) and 

helped to organize the fi rst hydraulic min-
ing operations in Colorado. White also ran 
a branch store for Stevenson and Curtis, 
merchants whose supply depot was in 
Cañon City. White is still living in Cali-
fornia Gulch in 1861.

The Captain’s fi rst son, John Roland, 
died in Ipava in November 1864 and his 
second son, Jacob B., died in 1868.

In 1866, White, 53, his wife Sabina, 
44, and sons Henry, 15, and William D., 
16, crossed the prairie from IL to Lake 
County, Colorado in a schooner drawn by 
oxen, settling in California Gulch.

Henry’s fi rst job in Colorado at 16 years 
was as a pony express rider for two years, 
carrying the mail from Buckskin Joe (Alma) 
over Mosquito Pass to California Gulch, 
down the Arkansas River to South Arkansas. 
Snowshoes were required in the winter.

Henry then went to live in California 
Gulch for a year and then moved to Hard-
scrabble Creek, southwest of Cañon City in 
1869, to work for H.M. Burroughs where 
he met and married Sarah Morford, sister 
of J.B. Morford, in February 1871. The 
Morford’s were an early, prominent Cañon 
City family. Henry and Sarah had six 
children: Annie, 1872-1874; William B., 
1874-1923; Curtis H., 1876-1893; Arthur 
E., 1886-1890; Gertie Estella, 1890-1891; 
and Baby H., 1891; all between 1872 and 
1891, all within 19 years. The only child to 
survive very long was William.

The 1870 census lists the Captain 
still living in Lake County with Sabina, 
William D., Henry, Oliver B. Maxwell, 
Missouri and James McPhelmy, Ireland. 
All the men are miners. The Captain’s real 
estate worth was $200 and his personal 
worth was $4,500.

The year 1871 saw White on Currant 
Creek and his son Henry moving there af-
ter he married Sarah. In 1873, Job Sweet 
arrived on Currant Creek.

In 1873 White’s son William D. mar-
ried Mary Jane McCandless, 1856-1941, 
daughter of Florence, CO’s founder James 
McCandless, in Leadville. The couple had 
10 children; Verdie S. 1873-1901; Elwood, 
1875-before 1885; Elwood’s possible twin 
Emma Roann, 1875; Mary Josephine, 
1877-1892; James Obed, 1879-1933; Wil-
liam, 1881-1949; Bonnie Lenora, 1883-
1977; Henry Bert, 1885-1946; Edward, 
1889-1962; and Pauline, 1894-1894; all 
between 1873 and 1894, 21 years.

William D ran a large wholesale meat 
market in Maysville near Salida in the 1800s 
and raised fancy horses. The 1885 Colorado 
census has William living in Maysville with 
his mother-in-law, wife and seven children 
running a meat market. The Panic of 1893 
wiped him out. William D was Chaffee 
County commissioner in 1886-1893.

The Captain and his son Henry are 
active in the South Park Cattle Growers 
Association (SPCGA) and White is the 
vice president in 1876. In 1877, White 

opened a freight offi ce and store on his 
homestead and had the Kester post offi ce 
there until 1880 when it moved down-
stream to Dell’s.

White’s homestead was right on the Cur-
rant Creek Wagon Road from Cañon City 
to Fairplay and contained an old cemetery 
with evidence of some old gravesites, but 
the fi rst recorded burial was that of one 
year old William Albert Lloyd in 1879. 
Baby Lloyd’s parents were William and 
Jane. Their daughter Ida married Elijah 
Hammond, Annie Bender’s cousin. The 
next burials were James, 11, and Julia, 
6, Beery in 1881. William Beery had the 
homestead just below Currant Creek Pass.

The early 1880s were busy along Currant 
Creek and for the White’s. The 1880 census 
has stock raiser William, 65, living with 
Sabina, 54, son Henry, 26 and daughter-in-
law Sarah, 25, on Currant Creek. Henry and 
Sarah’s two sons, William, 6 and Curtis, 4 
are also living with them. The Captain was a 
witness on Hannah Hammond’s homestead 
up the creek along with Job Sweet.

At an 1880 Christmas party, as reported 
in a January 1881 Flume, Henry White 
got a silver pocket watch from his mother 
Sabina. The Christmas party was hosted 
by J.B. Morford, Henry’s brother-in-law, 
of 31-Mile Creek. “A good supper was 
furnished and games played.” Henry, Mrs. 
Dell and W.B. Davids provided the music.

In February 1881, White, acting as Jus-
tice of the Peace, married Bill Hammond, 
Annie Bender’s brother, and Mary “May” 
Dell in Kester.

In December, Henry is one of the signers 
of the 54 stockmen’s petition to Board of 
Cañon City protesting the fi ning of cattle run-
ning loose in town. Henry is mentioned as the 
treasurer of the SPCGA at meetings which 
were held at White’s in 1881 and 1882. 

A December 1881 Fremont County 
Record reports that J.B. Morford, White’s 
son-in-law, of Kester is buying large resi-
dence lots from E.N. Rouse in south Ca-
ñon for $800, just across the First Street 
Bridge. Morford is moving his family to 
town and erecting buildings on the lots.

White’s son Henry is in Salida helping 
with his brother William’s meat market in 
1881 to 1884. Job Sweet sold his Currant 
Creek homestead in 1881 and moved to 
Buffalo Springs.

In 1882 the Kester post offi ce moved 
back up stream from Dell’s to Smith’s; 
Smith bought the Sweet place. White, 
69, proofed his 160-acre homestead and 
had Bill Hammond, William Beery, Ed 
Mulock and J. Eddy as witnesses. In 1884 
Henry moved to Cañon City.

The 1888 SPCGA meeting was held at 
Littleton’s in Kester and there was an in-
teresting note in the November Flume. On 
November 30, the Union Pacifi c railroad 
and all lines between Denver and the Mis-
souri River were selling excursion tickets 
to Kansas City and back for $10. One 
had to go on the 30th, but could return 
anytime within 15 days.

At 77 years old, in 1890, the Captain 
moved to Cañon City.

To be continued

Currant Creek Characters
Captain William Bainbridge White part XI
by Flip Boettcher
photos courtesy of the Cañon City History Museum.

Captain William Bainbridge White.

Sabina Breckenridge Roland White

The photo you left
from gold rush days
turned up today.
It lasted over a century.

I would say go
to Cripple Creek,
again, grab
some gold.
Have some fun – 
ride a burro,
and look down 
the winding trail,
to a time that didn’t 
last long enough.

Photograph courtesy of the Cripple Creek District Museum.

Brothers
by Steven Wade Veatch

We have talked about forest health 
and the need to protect our homes 

from the wildfi re threat that is prevalent 
in our area. Seeing the photos of this past 
summer’s fi res in Colorado, California 
and Oregon certainly highlights the reality 
of living in the wildland urban interface. 
In addition to protecting our homes, it is 
important to have a plan for evacuation 
if necessary. An evacuation route, and an 
alternative route, should be familiar in 
anticipation of an emergency exit.

Often the road right-of-way in local 
subdivisions has been dedicated to the 
county but left without maintenance of 
hazard trees and vegetation. We only need 
to see the videos of cars escaping wildfi re 
to understand the need for maintenance of 
the area adjoining the roadway. The road-
way adjacent area should be viewed with a 
critical eye to anticipate a hazard that may 
block the road for egress in an emergency.

It is important to identify property 

and right-of-way boundaries, and gain 
permission from the government agency 
responsible for the roadway before remov-
ing hazards. Often the right-of-way is also 
where power lines and other utilities are 
installed, often requiring a contractor to 
professionally address hazard trees.

The Coalition for the Upper South 
Platte (CUSP) partnered with area sub-
divisions to work on their egress routes. 
Arabian Acres in Teller County enlisted 
property owners for right-of-way work ad-
jacent to their properties. Sixteen property 
owners participated, with the anticipation 
that others having seen the work complet-
ed will join the effort in the future. CUSP 
also anticipates 2021 right-of-way hazard 
removal in areas of Park County and ad-
ditional locations in Teller County. 

We appreciate the support of Teller 
County Offi ce of Emergency Management 
and Public works, as well as fi re districts to 
identify vegetation needing to be removed.

Cooperating with counties 
for egress
by Coalition for the Upper South Platte

https://www.saddleuprealtyco.com
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Clearpane LSD may be fantastic for 
cosmic insights into the nature of 

our dynamic reality. However, from my 
personal experience, when speed was used 
as a carrier, all sorts of paranoid delusions 
can arise.  When we are deluged with too 
much stimulus, mixed with dubious inten-
tions, we can come to believe all manner 
of things with no basis in fact. 

The brain is a pattern discerner. This 
is apophenia, the tendency to perceive a 
connection or meaningful pattern between 
unrelated or random things. The term was de-
veloped by Klaus Conrad, who was studying 
the “unmotivated seeing of connections” in 
patients with schizophrenia. Statisticians refer 
to apophenia as patternicity or a “type I er-
ror.”  Neil deGrasse Tyson has a Master Class 
in Apophenia. To avoid sloppy thinking and 
falling for conspiracy traps, he suggests being 
skeptical; learn to recognize your own cogni-
tive bias (cognitive dissonance prevents us 
from accepting facts counter to our beliefs); 
and analyze your assumptions. How can we 
distinguish truth from fi ction? Do you trust or 
distrust the world around you?

As I ponder this, my newsfeed proffers a 
talk by Susan Carnicero of QVerity, an ad-
visory agency of deception detection com-
prised of former CIA and NSA analysts (no 
relation to QAnon, I hope). She outlines 
several points to tell if you are hearing a lie 
or, as they say, alternative facts. 
1) Analyze versus speculate. 
2) Be cognizant of your own bias or pre-

disposition. 
3) Notice evasiveness, when the question 

is not directly answered. 
4) Raise a red fl ag if responses become 

aggressive with greater attempts to con-
vince rather than to convey information. 

5) Pay attention to exclusionary qualifi ers 
and non-verbal cues, especially when 

combined with one or more of the above. 

My friends used to tease me that I have 
a built-in B*llsh*t detector. My daughter 
learned the hard way that the truth always 
shows up around me. When I asked her 
how she knows the truth, she says she con-
siders source, context, and implications and 
intention. Who is providing the informa-
tion? What is the whole statement or story? 
Is it a hypothesis which has been scientifi -
cally tested and proven in fact? What result 
is the speaker trying to achieve? This last 
is an important signal for me. How does 
the statement make me feel? Do I react 
with fear and anger or does it evoke love, 
harmony, and peacefulness?

How do we know the truth? Having 
been “gaslighted” by a narcissistic parent 
and kept off balance by an alcoholic part-
ner, I was in my 40s before I developed 
a self-referral system which anchors a 
grounded view. Byron Katie’s four ques-
tions in The Work are extremely helpful to 
discover the thoughts and beliefs we are 
reacting to and reveal a clearer picture. 
We can learn to identify our intuitive re-
sponses. For me it’s like the gong of an in-
ner silent bell. Something “rings true” and 
I feel like I’ve always known that. There 
is a resonance. Others report defi nite body 
sensations: tingling and goosebumps; 
heaviness or lightness; tension in the 
stomach or shoulders versus open hearted 
relaxation; constricted breathing or a deep 
exhalation of calm. It behooves us to trust 
our “gut feelings.” Listen to our hearts 
and really allow ourselves to be guided to 
feeling GOOD more and more, not scared 
or angry. Joseph Campbell was on to 
something with “Follow your bliss.” 

In some sense, the internet is a global 
consciousness, with an Artifi cial Intel-
ligence (AI) regulating what it deems 
important per the consciousness of its 
programmers and the popularity of posts. 
As my grandmother would say, take eve-
rything with a grain of salt. There is such 
an overload of information that we tend to 
fi nd what we are looking for, again thanks 
to the AI feeding us more of that. I have 
had so much trouble understanding where 
some people are coming from, that I be-
gan asking, sincerely, what do you believe 
to be going on? The questions that beg to 
be answered are what is the basis of your 
assertion? Where is the evidence? Is there 
any scientifi c and factual proof for this? 
But beliefs are often not based on reason.

When there is a shared psychosis, 
promulgated by a prominent infl uencer, 
we teeter along the edge. I refer you to 
Scientifi c America’s interview with foren-
sic psychiatrist, Dr. Bandy X. Lee for her 
book Profi le of a Nation. For our healing 
as a nation to take place, we need to create 
a sense of belonging and dignity. We need 
to include and really hear the wounded-

ness that is being acted out by our trauma 
bodies. Until the causes of separation 
and otherness are addressed, we will stay 
divided by opinions instead of embracing 
our common humanity and spiritual val-
ues.  I mean, when did it become alright 
to shoot someone you disagree with?

Perhaps the most fascinating article 
I have read, and reread, is “A Game 
Designer’s Analysis of QAnon” by Reed 
Berkowitz. He defi nes how QAnon is “a 
game that plays people” guided by puppet 
masters who have pre-seeded the conclu-
sion with a breadcrumb trail away from 
reality. He points out the dopamine rush 
that results from AHa moments, even if 
those inferences follow from coordinated 
propaganda and well-funded media cam-
paigns by authoritarian interests. 

“People like Roger Stone, Paul Mana-
fort, Steve Bannon, Michael Flynn, 
William Binney, Steve Pieczenik, Robert 
David Steel, (and/or Jared Kushner, Dan 
Scavino, and Brad Parscale), drawing on 
strategies outlined by Jeff Giesea, Chuck 
Johnson, and Micheal Aquino, used com-
panies like Psy-Group, WikiStrat, Black 
Cube, and Cambridge Analytica, to devel-
op a strategy to drive support for Donald 
Trump.” — research by Daniel Morrison 
in “‘Qanon’ is Propaganda, and we know 
who’s responsible” November 2020.  

Berkowitz continues, “Q is a fi ctional 
character” like the mysterious stranger 
who serves as a plot device to indoctrinate. 
Do your own research means “Don’t trust 
other people. Don’t trust institutions. Listen 
to me.” “Only I can fi x it.” Which leads 
to feeling a part of a community: “You 
are special.” “The implications in the Q 
prompts are one sided and designed to cast 
doubt, not to offer proof.” In following the 
breadcrumbs, one is led not by facts but by 
innuendo and insinuating questions. Hence 
adherents feel satisfi ed that they are not 
only solving a puzzle, but “solving reality.” 
There is no way to prove a negative.

There are ways to help each other fi nd 
our way home, to reconnect with our 
hearts. I love the Jefferson Starship song, 
“If only you believed like I believe, we’d 
get by. If only you believed in miracles, so 
would I.” Using our powerful imaginations 
to realize a vision of wholeness, happiness, 
integrity and harmony, we can create a dif-
ferent, peaceful outcome where all thrive. 

Lately I realize that I need to get away 
from this screened reality. Go sit on a rock, 
feet on the earth, eyes on the clouds and 
the sky. Take a deep breath. Remember to 
keep coming from that place of love within 
where we live in eternity. Shine our light.

BUT...            We’re NOT just a Vape Shop

719-888-9523
104 E. Midland Ave.
Woodland Park

@MountainVaporLounge 

New Hours: 
Mon-Sat 9am-8pm 
and Sun 10am-6pm 

THR (Tobacco Harm Reduct ion)

Let’s talk about Let’s talk about 
CBD for you CBD for you 

and your pets!and your pets!
We have various types 

of CBD isolate 
(THC-free) Broad 

spectrum (THC-Free), 
Full Spectrum (.3%)

Learn the doTERRA 
Difference!

Experience a FREE 
Biofeedback 
Scan and Sample 
doTERRA CPTG 
essential oils

We Moved!
Now at 

104 E. Midland
  Next to Judge’s CharGrill

   - Premium Vape Products
   - Quality CBD & Accessories
   - Quality Essential Oils

   - Aromatherapy Supplies
   - Education & Advocacy

BUT...
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loved  loved 
one  one 
you  you 

care!care!

Your #1 Vaping Source Your #1 Vaping Source 
in Teller Countyin Teller County

Premium 
Vape Products

Moose is Loose Event Moose is Loose Event 
February 13-28February 13-28

Specials & Promos!Specials & Promos!

Make a  Make a 
New Year’s New Year’s 
ResolutionResolution

To perform that much needed 
mitigation in 2021

Let us help with your  Let us help with your 
mitigation projectmitigation project
BEFORE: AFTER:

BEFORE: AFTER:

These are just some of the many mitigation 
services we offer.  Call today to find out more!

719-687-6811

• Chipping
• Needle Raking
• Forest Floor 

Clean-Up

• Slash 
Removal

• Pruning
• Fire Mitigation

Musings Along the Way 
Distinguish truth from fi ction
by Catherine Rodgers

“Those who can 
make you believe 
absurdities can 
make you commit 
atrocities.” 

— Voltaire

 Adopt Me 

Meet Charlie Brown! This big, lovable hunk is a 
Rottie/Mastiff mix. He could be your next hik-

ing buddy. He’s only 4 years old. Charlie listens very 
well. He is microchipped, neutered and current on all 
vaccinations. Charlie is best as an only dog. Contact 
719-587-9663 (woof) or fi nd us at PetCo 5020 N. 
Nevada in Colorado Springs every Saturday 10:30-
3:30 p.m.

This space donated by the Ute Country News to 
promote shelter animal adoption.

Charlie Brown

by SLV Animal 
Welfare Society

FILL UP SPECIAL
VOLUME DISCOUNTS

With a heavy heart, the Old Home-
stead House Museum Board has 

decided there is no way to host Pearl’s 
Follies, 2021 with COVID-19 restrictions. 
Don’t despair; we will return bigger and 
better than ever.

The Board of Directors would like to 
encourage those who support us and our 
event to consider becoming a member or 
donating instead. The memberships levels 
are: Pearl’s Girls at $100; Hazel’s Callers 
at $50; Inda’s Dust Bunnies at $35; and 
Pay the Monday Fine at $20. All mem-
berships include free admission, some 
gift shop discounts, event discounts and 
notifi cations of special programs. You join 
online at www.oldhomesteadhouse.com 
or mail your check and contact informa-
tion to Old Homestead House, POB 268 
Cripple Creek, CO 80813. Cash donations 
can also be accepted. We appreciate your 
support through these tough times.

Built in 1896 by the famous madam 
Pearl DeVere to service the powerful 
men of the Cripple Creek mining district 

who became rich during Colorado’s Gold 
Rush, this historic building has been 
beautifully preserved through the support 
of local resident and businesses. Today 
the tour guides of the house are local resi-
dents who keep the story of the Old West 
alive through the stories they share about 
the lives of the women who worked in the 
brothel and of the gold miners who made 
Cripple Creek famous.

FMI Charlotte 719-689-2485, 719-689-
9090 or oldhomestead@hughes.net.

Pearl’s Follies
Fundraising option
by Charlotte Bumgarner



Page 8 - UTE COUNTRY NEWS - February 2021 February 2021 - UTE COUNTRY NEWS - Page 9Page 8 - UTE COUNTRY NEWS - February 2021 February 2021 - UTE COUNTRY NEWS - Page 9

Have a cute critter? Send us your favorite 
critter photos and we’ll feature them here 

in the Critter Corner! Indoor or outdoor pets 
or wild critters are what we’re looking for. We 
will not accept any photos depicting cruelty or 

harming animals in any way. Email your critters 
to utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com. Be 

sure to include the critter’s name 
as well as your name.

Critter Critter 
Corner Corner 

Hey, do you have any snacks? Hey, do you have any snacks? 
— Cathy Kelsay, Divide, CO— Cathy Kelsay, Divide, CO

Buck stopping by to say Good Buck stopping by to say Good 
Morning — Monica DeLuca, DivideMorning — Monica DeLuca, Divide

A Buena Vista Destination

127 S. San Juan Ave • Buena Vista, CO • 719-395-6868

Facebook: The Book Nook 
Website & online inventory: 
www.thebooknookbv.com
EMAIL: owenkath64@gmail.com

GAMES, PUZZLES, TOYS, ART SUPPLIES,  
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES

 SCIENCE & ART KITS & ACTIVITY BOOKS
BOOKS FOR ALL AGES & INTERESTS

SUPPORTING HOME-SCHOOLERS
IN-STORE AND CURBSIDE SERVICE

Auto Body and Paint Repair • Insurance Claim Estimates

WE DO IT ALL!

FREE 

Estim
ates!

WE DO IT ALL!

FREE 

Estim
ates!

Hundreds of Satisified Customers
Boat Repairing & Refinishing

Plastic & Fiberglass Repair
RV Body & Frame Repair
All Insurance Companies

All Types of Painting
Hail Damage Repair
Auto Glass Service

Quality Work Since 1974!

Collision Center
Divide

178 Weaverville Rd., Divide

(719) 687-7683

Open Monday-Friday 8am-6pm

404 N. State Hwy 67, 
Woodland Park, CO 80866

719-687-3000
www.daybreakadp.com

Love  Patience  Acceptance
Respect  Humor  Community

Re-Opening 

February 1st 
limited spaces 

available

Want new flooring  Want new flooring  
& Carpets?& Carpets?

Let us make it easy!Let us make it easy!

Stevens Stevens 
Carpet Carpet 

PlusPlus
Your Local Source  

For All Your Flooring Needs

Visit our showroom—Visit our showroom—
Professional, Personal Service,  Professional, Personal Service,  

Quality Products, Trusted Name BrandsQuality Products, Trusted Name Brands

Competitive Pricing—Competitive Pricing—
All right here for your convenience!All right here for your convenience!

No dealing with city trafficNo dealing with city traffic

One Stop • Full Service Shop—One Stop • Full Service Shop—
Owners Justin & Barbara StevensOwners Justin & Barbara Stevens

18109 Teller CR 1, 
Florissant, Colorado
Call for your free estimate 

719-822-6822
Visit our showroom  

10-5 weekdays 
Saturday by Appointment

Daisy was a very busy, young fairy 
girl. She lived with her mom and dad 
in a beautiful tall pine tree near the 

edge of the forest.
 Her parents didn’t understand why she 

hadn’t found a mate yet. But she was only 
seventeen summers old, yet most of the girls 
that age had mates. Daisy didn’t seem to be 
unhappy; she collected nectar and pollen 
along with the rest of the girls and she laughed 
and sang silly songs right along with the rest. 
She just hadn’t found the right boy yet.

Well, there was a Ring Dance in two 
weeks, perhaps she would fi nd “Mister 
Right” at the dance, that’s when it usually 
happened.

The Elders had been in a meeting and a 
rumor was going around that there was a 
strange human who had passed traveling 
north toward the polar regions. It was said 
that he had magical powers and could do 
things that had never been done be-
fore. At least that’s what Juniper 
had told Daisy as they gath-
ered pollen together.

“What did he look 
like? “Daisy asked 
as she placed 
more pollen in 
her leaf sack.

“Well, 
I didn’t 
actu-
ally see 
him 
my-

self,” 
re-
turned 
Juniper 
as she put 
some pollen 
in her own 
leaf sack, “But 
Rose told me that 
she had heard from 
Amber that he was tall 
dark and handsome and he 
had long fl owing black hair 
down to his shoulders.”

“Sounds like Oakland, the boy that 
lives over near the pond in the meadow,” 
replied Daisy, “If he wasn’t already taken, I 
would be looking forward to dancing with 
him at the Ring Dance.”

“Can he do magical things that the other 
boys can’t do?” asked Juniper.

“I don’t think so, but Rose’s description 
sounds like him, except, he isn’t a human,” 
replied Daisy.

The talk went on like that for the rest of 
the pollen hunt until the leaf sacks were full 
and the two girls fl ew home to their trees.

The pollen and nectar collecting went 
on for the next two weeks until it was time 
for the Ring Dance in the meadow. This 
would be the last one for the fall season for 
the snows were soon to come and most of 
the fairy people would be staying in their 
homes in the trees deep in the thick forest 
for most of the winter.

It was a good time for the fairy girls to 
fi nd a mate, for then they could be alone in 
their own tree home for the winter and get 
to know each other really well.

Daisy didn’t fi nd a mate, so after the 
dance she went home to stay with her par-
ents for the winter months.

“Don’t worry, Daisy,” said her mother as 
they fl ew home to the tall pine tree, “There 
is always another Ring Dance.”

“Yes, I know, Mom, but I would like to 
fi nd a good mate.”

“Well, Chip is a good boy,” replied her 
mom.

“Yes, but he drinks too much nectar and 
acts really silly when he does.”

“Well, how about Sage, he’s a good-
looking boy and strong too. Have you seen 
him carrying those huge 

buckets of nectar home to his 
parent’s tree? I don’t think even your father 
could lift buckets that size.”

“Yes, he is a really hard worker, Mom,” 
responded Daisy, “But he smells funny after 
he does those sorts of things. He needs to 
take a swim in the pond after he works so 
hard. Yuck!”

The next day was the fi rst snow of the 
winter season and it was a hard snow. All 
the fl owers were covered as was the grass. 
The pond was frozen solid and the grass 
ring for the Ring Dances was completely 
covered in the heavy snow.

Daisy slept most of the day and when she 
awoke things didn’t feel right. She couldn’t 
tell just what was wrong, but something was 
wrong.

She fl ew down to her parent’s room and 
knocked; there was no answer. She called 
out, “Mom, Dad, are you all right?”

No answer.
She opened the door and looked inside. 

There was no one there.
She fl ew down to the kitchen and looked 

at the table. If they had left for a while, they 
would leave a note for her, but there was no 
note. Off to the lower rooms for storage, no 
one was there.

“Where could they be?” she thought 
and the strange “Wrong Feeling” became 
stronger.

Daisy fl ew out of the tree and it was then 
that she noticed that it was still dark as night 
and very cold. But she knew that it was 
daytime. It should be warmer too.

That was the “wrong feeling” that she 
had, so she headed to the tree of her friend 

Juniper. She hovered at the window of 
Juniper’s room high in the pine 

tree and looked in the room. 
She couldn’t see anyone, 

so she tapped on the 
glass.

No response.
Daisy fl ew 
down to 

the front 
door 

and 

knocked, 
then 

waited.
Nothing!

Daisy called 
out, “Juniper, are you 

home?”
No answer.

Again, and again she called with 
no answer.

Then it was off to Rose’s tree, which 
was just six trees away. She fl ew up to her 
bedroom window and looked inside. There 
was no one there.

Down to the front door she fl ew and 
knocked loud.

No response.
Daisy was starting to get scared. Where 

was everyone?
She started fl ying from tree home to tree 

home and there was no one at home. She 
fl ew to the Elders meeting tree, thinking that 
there might be an emergency meeting or 
something. There was no one there.

“WHERE IS EVERYONE?” she shouted.
Daisy didn’t know what to do. Everyone 

was gone but her!
Then she remembered old Vilna, the 

ancient one. She was just about the only hu-

man that the fairies had anything to do with 
and she was very wise. Vilna would know 
what to do.

Vilna lived in an old house on the other 
side of the fairy woods and it would take 
some time to get there, so Daisy started 
fl ying as fast as she could through the fairy 
woods. She watched in the darkness, as she 
fl ew, to see if there might be another fairy 
somewhere in the woods.

At last, she saw the old house of Vilna the 
ancient one and she fl ew right in the open 
window and called out Vilna’s name.

The old woman was just fi nishing her 
lunch and looked up to see Daisy fl ying 
through the window.

“Welcome little one,” she said with a 
smile, “Why have you come to see old 
Vilna?”

“Daisy fl ew up and landed on the table in 
front of the old woman.

“Everyone is gone from the fairy village 
and the fairy forest. Do you know where 
they have gone?”

“Yes, I do, and I am surprised that you 
are here. All your people have fl own south 
where it is warmer because a terrible thing 
has been done. You, Daisy, are the only one 
that can undo what a Sorcerer has done to 
our earth.”

“What am I to do?” asked Daisy.
“You must fl y north and fi nd the place 

where the sorcerer lives and make him 
release the sun or we shall all freeze. I don’t 
know what he will require of you, but you 
must do it for your people’s sake.”

Daisy needed nothing more to be said. 
She took to the air and fl ew out of the old 
woman’s home and started north.

She was never seen again.
It was a year later that Juniper and Rose 

joined all the other fairies as they stood 
before the monument that had been erected 
in the fairy forest. On it was written in stone, 
a tribute to Daisy, this is what it said:

EvernightEvernight
This can’t go on foreverThis can’t go on forever
This darkness and this cold.This darkness and this cold.
The stars above are lovely,The stars above are lovely,
But even that gets old.But even that gets old.

The sun must come up someday.The sun must come up someday.
Or soon we all shall freeze.Or soon we all shall freeze.
Oh, please, return the sun to us,Oh, please, return the sun to us,
Creator, if you please.Creator, if you please.

She must find the sun herself.She must find the sun herself.
But first she must get help.But first she must get help.
She’d go into the forestShe’d go into the forest
And find a friendly Elf.And find a friendly Elf.

The Elf Folk and the FairiesThe Elf Folk and the Fairies
All live on friendly terms.All live on friendly terms.
So, if their help was neededSo, if their help was needed
To them she always turned.To them she always turned.

She searched and searched the forest,She searched and searched the forest,
But much to her dismay.But much to her dismay.
There were no Elves to help her’    There were no Elves to help her’    
They all had gone away.They all had gone away.

What shall I do? she wonderedWhat shall I do? she wondered
Now, where shall I go?Now, where shall I go?
I really must find someoneI really must find someone
Before it starts to snow.Before it starts to snow.

She wandered through the forestShe wandered through the forest
Seeking for some placeSeeking for some place
To hear a friendly voiceTo hear a friendly voice
Or see a friendly face.Or see a friendly face.

Soon she found Old VilnaSoon she found Old Vilna
The ancient one, so old.The ancient one, so old.
She would have the answerShe would have the answer
Or so she had been told.Or so she had been told.

“Vilna, the sun has gone away“Vilna, the sun has gone away
What ever shall we do?”What ever shall we do?”
“You must find the sun for us,“You must find the sun for us,
Or else we all are doomed.”Or else we all are doomed.”

“Where am I to look, old one?“Where am I to look, old one?
I really cannot seeI really cannot see
How looking for the sunHow looking for the sun
Has to do with me.”Has to do with me.”

“You are the only fairy“You are the only fairy
Left to fly about.Left to fly about.
The others have all left, you knowThe others have all left, you know
They could not hear your shout.They could not hear your shout.

The sun was stolen days agoThe sun was stolen days ago
By evil one, so bold.By evil one, so bold.
And you must get it back for allAnd you must get it back for all
To drive away the cold.”To drive away the cold.”

“Where must I look, oh ancient one,“Where must I look, oh ancient one,
I haven’t got a clueI haven’t got a clue
Where anyone could hide the sunWhere anyone could hide the sun
I don’t know what to do.”I don’t know what to do.”

“Go to the north, oh little one,“Go to the north, oh little one,
Where cold does always reign.Where cold does always reign.
Release the into the sky, the sunRelease the into the sky, the sun
So, we’ll be warm again.”So, we’ll be warm again.”

The fairy flew into the skyThe fairy flew into the sky
And to the north she went.And to the north she went.
She flew all day and flew at nightShe flew all day and flew at night
That’s how her time was spent.That’s how her time was spent.

Ever, always, looking downEver, always, looking down
For a glowing spot.For a glowing spot.
There had to be a greener placeThere had to be a greener place
She knew the sun was hot.She knew the sun was hot.

But all she saw was snow, you seeBut all she saw was snow, you see
It covered everythingIt covered everything
She had to find the sun real soonShe had to find the sun real soon
Or there would be no Spring.Or there would be no Spring.

Day and day the fairy flewDay and day the fairy flew
Ever, always north.Ever, always north.
She soon became so wearyShe soon became so weary
She nearly lost her course.She nearly lost her course.

And then she saw the glowingAnd then she saw the glowing
That shine could not be hidThat shine could not be hid
The sun was hidden in the iceThe sun was hidden in the ice
That’s what the sorcerer did.That’s what the sorcerer did.

The sun should melt the ice, she thoughtThe sun should melt the ice, she thought
That’s what it seems to me.That’s what it seems to me.
The spell on it was very strongThe spell on it was very strong
As strong as strong can be.As strong as strong can be.

Then down she flew, the fairyThen down she flew, the fairy
To set the prisoner freeTo set the prisoner free
And make the earth warm up againAnd make the earth warm up again
For everyone, you see.For everyone, you see.

She flew into a giant caveShe flew into a giant cave
And the first thing that she sawAnd the first thing that she saw
She saw the evil sorcererShe saw the evil sorcerer
And she was held in awe.And she was held in awe.

“I’ve come to set the sunshine free“I’ve come to set the sunshine free
To him she then declared.”To him she then declared.”
The sorcerer was astonishedThe sorcerer was astonished
That she even dared.That she even dared.

“You are too small a creature“You are too small a creature
To try to fight with me.To try to fight with me.
Why, if I had the notion,Why, if I had the notion,
I’d turn you to a bee.I’d turn you to a bee.

But since you are so very braveBut since you are so very brave
To face a man like meTo face a man like me
I think I’ll make a trade with youI think I’ll make a trade with you
To set your sunshine free.To set your sunshine free.

Here you will stay alwaysHere you will stay always
Right here next to me.Right here next to me.
If you will agree to thatIf you will agree to that
I’ll set the sunshine free.”I’ll set the sunshine free.”

The fairy looked about herselfThe fairy looked about herself
And thought of home and friendsAnd thought of home and friends
She never ever gave a thoughtShe never ever gave a thought
Of how her life would endOf how her life would end

But now it came to her at onceBut now it came to her at once
Her forest and her flowersHer forest and her flowers

The meadows and mountainsThe meadows and mountains
Where she would fly for hours.Where she would fly for hours.

It all would freeze and turn to iceIt all would freeze and turn to ice
If she did not stayIf she did not stay
The price was high, so very highThe price was high, so very high
The price she had to pay.The price she had to pay.

“I will stay, oh evil one,“I will stay, oh evil one,
Now release the sun.Now release the sun.
Give back the warmth to everyoneGive back the warmth to everyone
Yes, each and every one.”Yes, each and every one.”

The sorcerer he waved his handThe sorcerer he waved his hand
Back to the sky it flewBack to the sky it flew
To bring the warmth back to us allTo bring the warmth back to us all
To all not just a few.To all not just a few.

What happened to the fairy?What happened to the fairy?
Where is she today?Where is she today?
Is she in the freezing cave?Is she in the freezing cave?
Was she forced to stay?Was she forced to stay?

I don’t think so, I think she’s goneI don’t think so, I think she’s gone
But where? I hear you say.But where? I hear you say.
You’ll have to look around a bitYou’ll have to look around a bit
You’ll find her here today.You’ll find her here today.

She’s wearing purple garmentsShe’s wearing purple garments
Her wings are gold and redHer wings are gold and red
She’s not beside the ice and snow,She’s not beside the ice and snow,
A crystal sphere instead.A crystal sphere instead.

Keep her always near youKeep her always near you
Wherever you may roamWherever you may roam
She’ll always be rememberedShe’ll always be remembered
Here in her mountain home.Here in her mountain home.

One of Elders was reading the writing on 
the monument to the other fairies as they all 
stood looking at the beautiful stone wall that 
had been created by fairy magic.

On the top, at the middle there was a 
crystal globe that contained Daisy. She had 
been put in the globe by the evil sorcerer 
when she had tried to escape after the sun 
had been returned to the sky.

It was just too much for her to stay with 
the evil sorcerer when the fl owers and rivers 
and green grass and trees returned with the 
warm sun, she wanted to go home and be 
with her parents and all her friends.

When the fairies had returned, they had 
been contacted by old Vilna and she had told 
them what happened to Daisy and she told 
them what they would have to do to get her 
back. She gave them some special words that 
when combined with the fairy magic, would 
make the evil sorcerer leave the north forever.

It wasn’t long before a group of fairies fl ew 
to where the sorcerer was in his frozen cave, 
and used the special words with the fairy 
magic, and the sorcerer vanished in a moment.

But what he had done to Daisy remained 
and the crystal globe was brought back to 
the fairy forest and given to her parents.

The tears fl owed for a long time until one of 
the elders decided to make the memorial wall 
and have the globe put on the top, so the fairies 
would not forget what Daisy had done for them.

Days passed and the full moon rose in 
the night sky for the fi rst Ring Dance since 
the return of the sun to the sky. The fairies 
all formed a ring by holding hands and then 
started fl ying in a circle over the green grass 
ring on the meadow.

Higher and higher they fl ew singing a 
magical fairy song of love, when suddenly 
there in the middle of the fl ying ring ap-
peared Daisy and she was singing and fl ying 
right along with them.

She had been released by the magical 
fairy song that was being sung at the ring 
dance. She was the same colors that she had 
been when she was a captive in the globe. 
She was beautiful and it wasn’t long before 
she was a happily mated fairy to one of the 
handsome fairy boys.

~ The End ~

EvernightEvernight by Gilrund the Historian
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Community Partnership Family Resource Center
11115 W. Hwy 24, Ste 2D, Divide, CO 80814

www.cpteller.org • 719-686-0705

EARLY
CHILDHOOD

February Playgroup
Join us for a Valentine’s Day Party!

We’ll decorate sweet treats, play fun games 
and create a holiday craft.

All tiny cupids & little sweethearts invited.

For more information Call (719) 686-0705 or email Jessica@cpteller.org

WHEN:  
Sat., Feb. 13th, 2021

WHERE: 
Pikes Peak  

Community Club 
11122 US-24 

Divide, CO 80814

The Teller County Farmers Market As-
sociation (TCFMA) board of directors 

writes to thank the community for its sup-
port over the past 30 years. But all good 
things must at least change, so as we enter 
the 31st season, June 4-Sept. 24, 2021, we 
will need to do so with additional board 
members, offi cers, and volunteers, a new 
market manager, and perhaps some new 
vendors joining our awesome Vendor List 
from past years. 

We are currently seeking a market 
manager. See the end of this letter. We are 
also seeking board members as several 
have moved or retired. Contact us if you 
are interested in pursuing the possibility. If 
you have an organization that would be in-
terested in helping run the Farmers Market, 
please contact us to discuss possibilities. 

We will be opening the website to take 
Vendor Applications for Summer 2021 in 
early March. Keep an eye on our Face-

book page and the TCFMA website. 
The Woodland Park Farmers Market 

has been in operation since 1990, and an 
award-winning market for the past two 
decades, both statewide and nationally. The 
TCFMA board would love to hear from 
you as to your overall perceptions of the 
Market, how much you value it, and how 
you might see it continuing and adapting 
during a time of uncertainty and change. 

Thank you, all! 
The TCFMA Board of Directors

Market Manager position: Open 
until fi lled. Part time year-round. On-
site Fridays, June-October. Contact Joe 
Davis at 832-483-6958 or email: info@
wpfarmersmarket.com. Qualifi cations 
include people skills, organizational 
abilities, attention to detail and com-
puter skills.

Teller County Farmers Market
Thanks and a request

Katee says that there has never 
been a more critical time for us 

to help make sure that no one has to 
choose between feeding themselves 
or feeding their pets. She wants to 
thank everyone who is continuing 
to support the Pet Food Pantry with 
donations so that her canine and 
feline friends can stay at home with 
their families. She knows that they 
will comfort their owners during this 
diffi cult time.

You can drop off donations at 
TCRAS, Blue’s Natural Pet Market 
or the UPS Store located in the Safeway 
Shopping Center. You can also donate on-
line, www.PetFoodPantryTC.com. Thank 

you for your support!
Katee’s friend Zeus has asked her to be 

his Valentine and she said, ‘Yes.” Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

Where is Katee this month?
Staying home

 Adopt Me 

Special home needed for a bonded pair! 
Belle & Autumn have had a rough start 

to life and are looking for a very special 
home to show them love and patience. 
Autumn is a beautiful 3-year-old Domes-
tic Longhair mix who can be quite the 
lover once she has warmed up to you. Her 
sister, Belle, is much more shy and prefers 
the company of other felines over humans 
at this time, but is slowly learning to trust 
people in a patient foster home. This pair 
is bonded and looking for a home together, as Belle is very dependent on her sister. 
Since they are shyer than most, they will need to go to a home with no young children. 
If you have a patient and loving heart and want to give these cats a second chance at 
love, please fi ll out an adoption application here: https://www.ark-valley.org/adoption-
matchmaker-application/. We are located at 701 Gregg Drive in Buena Vista and our 
phone is 719-395-2737.

This space donated by the Ute Country News to promote shelter animal adoption.

Belle & Autumn

by Ark Valley Humane Society

“I am not what has happened to me. I 
am what I choose to be.” 

— Carl Jung

Do you believe the quote by Carl Jung 
to be truthful and accurate? If you 

responded ‘yes,’ then you are well on your 
way to becoming a more empowered per-
son who can make well-defi ned choices in 
your life. However, if you answered ‘no,’ 
then you will be at the mercy of others 
who will try to control and manipulate 
you. What Dr. Jung is implying is that 
whatever we believe about ourselves 
becomes the life we live. In other words, 
a negative attitude will create a negative 
life, whereas a positive frame of mind 
creates more of the same. Our mindset is 
a combination of our thoughts, opinions, 
and beliefs — that focal point through 
which we view the world.  This, in turn, 
becomes the fi lter through which we 
perceive the circumstances which have a 
direct effect on how our life unfolds. This 
article will consider the power of “If only” 
— two powerful little words that can hold 
a signifi cant infl uence on the quality of 
the life we choose to live.

Consider this phrase: “If only I ____ 
then I could ____ which will make me 
happy.” The words you use to fi ll in the 
blanks can determine how much satisfac-
tion and joy you encounter in life.  

We all experience the “if only” mindset 
from time to time. It generally stems from 
a place of frustration and desperation. We 
want to achieve a sense of happiness, yet 
“no matter what I do, happiness seems 
to elude me.”  The problem with the “If 
only” way of thinking is that it takes us 
away from reality, thus making us believe 
the ever-present lie that we won’t be 
happy or successful until something else 
happens. This way of thinking reinforces 
the belief that we are worthless, insignifi -
cant and powerless — “If only….” What a 
terrible message we give ourselves!

At the core of the “if only” mindset is 
a sense of hopelessness implying “I’m 
unhappy where I am — I’m miserable 
because of my choices — I’ll only be 
happy if…” When we concoct the perfect 
scenario that we believe will somehow 
make our lives different or better, we 
deceive ourselves. We falsely believe that 
whatever is happening to us is causing 
our lack of success and fulfi llment.  “If 
only someone would fi x my problems, 
life would be so great.” This is untrue.  
Simply imagining how something could 
be different will not make it happen.  

“If only” thinking is always personal 
— it is about ME, and what I want so that 
I can feel better and avoid pain. The prob-
lem is that the nature of “if only” think-
ing produces anxiety, so when we feel 

anxious we tend to seek out ways to avoid 
the discomfort, thereby scheming to hide 
the pain with behaviors such as overeat-
ing, drinking, drugs, working excessively, 
or spending hours on social media. On the 
inside, there may be a sense of emptiness 
or loss that we are trying to fi ll. The more 
we believe the “if only” viewpoint, the 
worse it gets because this mindset often 
breeds and reinforces a sense of worth-
lessness.

I recall a friend of mine bemoaning 
his misfortune to me by proclaiming: “If 
only I had money, I could enjoy my life.” 
Later, when a business venture succeeded 
beyond his dreams and he made a fortune, 
he complained, “If only I had a little free 
time, I could enjoy my money.” Follow-
ing that declaration came “If only I had a 
loving relationship, I could really enjoy 
what I have.” 

Clearly each “if only” generates another 
“if only.”

My friend continues to remain trapped 
in this negative belief even though he 
has experienced much outward success 
because he secretly seems to consider 
himself to be a failure or even an impost-
er. Changing the negativity bias in which 
he views himself is an inside job as he has 
to be the one to make the changes if he so 
chooses. I am aware that he struggles due 
to his internal beliefs; therefore, what I am 
able to do as his friend is accept him for 
who he is and remind him that suffering is 
an option, not an obligation. 

Here are some common ‘If only’ state-
ments:

“If only I could fi nd a soulmate, my life 
would be fulfi lled.” 

“If only my lover gave me more sex, I 
wouldn’t be frustrated.” 

“If only I could lose some weight, I’d feel 
better about myself.”  

“If only I made more money, I wouldn’t 
have to live in such a dump.” 

“If only I had more time, I would exercise 
more regularly.” 

“If only I was more confi dent, I could get 
a promotion.” 

These phrases are just some examples 
of how the “if only” thoughts sound like.

Among the ways to counteract the “if 
only” mindset is to fi rst become aware 
when it is happening. When the “if only” 
thought enters your mind, it is impor-
tant to pause, to give yourself a breath, 
and to acknowledge that the moment 

has occurred with a compliment. Prais-
ing yourself for detecting the criticism 
reinforces your awareness. What I usually 
say to myself is “Good catch, Barbara.” 
Another phrase that I use is “Good for 
you, Barbara for noticing.” Find a phrase 
that is meaningful for you. 

Another option for counteracting 
negativity is to become curious instead of 
critical. Include the concept of “I won-
der…” when fi guring things out. This will 
enhance curiosity and hinder criticism.

Become an observer of your thoughts. 
Zoom out to sever the oppressive connec-
tion with the negative mindset — as if you 
are behind a camera watching yourself. 
By doing so, this makes it easier to 
recognize when your “if only” program is 
starting to play. This distance can provide 
you with a more objective perspective 
which then will support clearer thinking 
and greater choice.

Another tool you can use is to incorpo-
rate more information into your outdated, 
obsolete programming. Remind yourself 
that every human is hard-wired with a 
negativity bias formed thousands of years 
ago when it was essential for the survival 
of the human race. Today, there is no 
longer the necessity for this way of think-
ing, and our evolved brain can more read-
ily interrupt the negative programming. 
It is important to be persistent in seeking 
new ways of supporting positive ways of 
thinking as you participate in life. Change 
is a choice which requires constant work. 
Even with repeated effort, you can expect 
that there will be some missteps along the 
way, but it is imperative not to become 
discouraged, and to continue practicing as 
these missteps simply inform you that you 
are striving to make adjustments in your 
encoding.

Contentment starts from where you are 
in the present moment and not in the past 
or the future. The excuses you have con-
tinually made are no longer valid when 
you adjust your expectations. By altering 
your perception, it changes your attitude 
which is the key to being more comfort-
able and enjoying life.  It is benefi cial to 

work with what you have and who you are 
presently.   

Say instead: “Since I am/have ____ I 
can ____.”

The following are some examples:

Since I live in the mountains, I can enjoy 
nature and get exercise at the same 
time.

Since I am good with numbers, I can 
succeed at completing an accounting 
degree.

Since I survived a terrible childhood and 
am now really happy, I can be there for 
others to help them heal their past. 

Since my kids are grown and I really 
enjoy children, I can offer my services 
at a daycare center.

Changing your mindset initially can be 
diffi cult, yet it is one of the most power-
ful approaches you can take to experience 
comfort and happiness. Keep practicing 
so you can learn to recognize when the 
“if only” mindset is revealed. As with all 
emotions, negativity is instantaneously ex-
perienced as a body sensation — such as 
a pounding heart, tight muscles, a knot in 
your gut, etc. Once you notice the physi-
cal manifestations of the emotions your 
body is trying to communicate, it will 
enable you to reset your programming to 
start seeking out the positive. By chang-
ing your perspective, you are able to gain 
a new outlook which then can produce a 
more happy and confi dent life.

Barbara Pickholz-Weiner, RN, BSN, 
CACIII, MAC, EMDRII is the program 
director of Journeys Counseling Center, 
Inc. At Journeys we teach you tools, skills 
and help you discover resources to live 
the most effective life possible. We guide, 
support and coach you along the path you 
desire, to become the best version of your-
self. To contact Barbara, call 719-687-
6927 (offi ce) or 719-510-1268 (cell).

Life-Enhancing Journeys
If only…
by Barbara Pickholz-Weiner, RN, BSN, CACIII, MAC, EMDRII

Have a Paint 
Party at HOME.

EASY ONLINE FUN 
ART CLASSES 

with MARY SHELL
NO MORE DRIVING FAR AND 
SPENDING TOO MUCH FOR A 
PAINT PARTY. NOW YOU CAN 

DO IT AT HOME AT A 
FRACTION OF THE COST

AND INCLUDES ALL MATERIALS 
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME!

FOR MORE INFO E-MAIL MARY SHELL

paintwithmary@yahoo.com

“I cannot endure to waste anything so precious as 

autumnal sunshine by staying in the house.”
— Nathaniel Hawthorne

September 2021
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October 2021
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January 2022
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
26 27 28 29 30 31 1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31 1 2 3 4 5

Labor Day

September Equinox

Show Your 
Support 
for the Ute 
Country News
by Ordering 
your 2021 
Calendar!
Featuring the 
cover photos 
and quotes from 
every 2020 issue.

G r e a t  G i f t  I d e a !
For Yourself Or Someone Else!

Send $14.95 to:
Ute Country News Calendar

PO Box 753, Divide, CO 80814. 
Also available for purchase at Shipping Plus in 

Divide, CO (behind the Market at Divide).

Only
$ 1495

https://www.healthmarkets.com/local-health-insurance-agent/craigcherry/
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FILL UP SPECIAL
VOLUME DISCOUNTS

 

 

 
 

Looking to maintain balance in your home the next several 
months? Let us be your child’s learning facilitators. We will 
guide your child (1st-5th grade) through his or her school 
curriculum in a safe and structured learning environment. 

Your facilitator will be a trained, background-checked, 
health-checked, passionate, and empowering instructor who 

will be there to support your child.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our goals are to provide families with: 
· Structure for your kids’ school days. 
· Support with his or her online schoolwork. 
· �ngaging and active breaks throughout the school day such 
as shelter building, challenge courses, wildlife education, 
arts and crafts, and much more� 
· �ptional before- and after-school care for added flexibility 
for working parents. 

 
 

 

Contact us today at                                           
GOLDEN BELL CAMP                                                    
to reserve your spot! 

Phone | 719-687-9561 

Website | www.goldenbellccc.org 

Email | holly.riffe@goldenbellcamp.org 

 

 

�reat 
�alue�� 
��5 per 

day 

 

Space is limited. Reserve your spot today.

FirewoodFirewood 
Log Load,  Log Load, 

3 Cord Load 3 Cord Load 
$450.00$450.00

Aspen Spruce MixAspen Spruce Mix
Free Delivery Free Delivery 

Call or Txt Call or Txt 
719/395/6253  719/395/6253 

Cash OnlyCash Only
Delivery Available  Delivery Available 

in March / Aprilin March / April

Butcher Butcher 
BeefBeef

$675.00 Per Quarter $675.00 Per Quarter 
Free DeliveryFree Delivery

Grain FinishedGrain Finished
Hormones Never Hormones Never 

UsedUsed
Call or Txt Call or Txt 

970/964/8950970/964/8950

719-687-9851
790 Red Feather Lane • Woodland Park

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 10am-5pm

Organic Foods | Local Produce | Gluten-Free | Grass-Fed Beef | Pet Food

WE HAVE HEALTHY CHOCOLATES!

CELEBRATE THE ONES YOU LOVE!CELEBRATE THE ONES YOU LOVE!

Most Major Tire Brands Now Available
  • Mufflers & Custom Exhaust • Wheel Balancing • Brake Service

• General Automotive Repair • Cars ~ Trucks ~ 4x4’s ~ Motor Homes

Jamie Schumacher              

220 S. Burdette, Woodland Park, CO

719-687-2446
Mon-Fri 8-5:30

10% OFF 
LABOR

WITH COUPON

ARE YOU AND YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR WINTER TRAVEL SEASON?

SCHUMACHER’S
Alignment & Tire Center

 ON ANY SERVICE 
OVER $100

Over 32 Years in Teller County! Teller County’s Oldest Family Owned & Operated Alignment & Tire Center!

I am proud to introduce you to an artist I met 
at the Denver Indian Market about four 

years ago. I was strolling through the maze 
of booths looking at various forms of Native 
American Art when I came to a screeching 
halt as I saw a table full of what I thought 
were Kachina dolls, never expecting I was 
about to get a lecture that would pin my ears 
back. “These are not Kachinas you twit, they 
are Faceless dolls.” I am a fast learner, some-
what of a poor listener but fell in love (not 
romantically) with this very humorous and 
highly talented LADY… Linda Rous. I want 
to share my knowledge with others about this 
very special person, so what follows is what 
I learned from this artist. I sent this special 
lady a list of interview questions but she tells 
the story about herself best with the following 
answers to questions (not shown) to her:                               

“After retiring from 45 years of art 
shows coast to coast and border to border, 
I had to have a creative outlet. I always 
liked three-dimensional work and picked 
up a block of balsa wood. I really like the 
Kachina dolls of the Hopi, Navajo and 
Apache but I have no connection to any of 
those peoples. My ancestors, the Iroquois 
(they call themselves “Haudenosaunee,” 
meaning People of The Long House), are 
well known for their no face dolls of corn 
husks. I had no desire to work with corn 
husks so created my own style of no face 
doll. No one makes them like I do; a style 
between Hopi Kachina and Iroquois corn 
husk. Forty-fi ve years as a traditional oil 
painter with specialty in portraits and 
wildlife. My family is mostly Irish but 
a great-great grandmother married an 
Onandaga (one of the six Iroquois tribes) 
on my mother’s side. I am not on any 
tribal role. My maternal grandfather had 
Native ancestors from Alabama. I don’t 
know any more than that. Grandmother 
was told not to tell anyone she was Indian 
when she went to school and grandfather 
would not speak of his Native background.

“I started carving when I retired from 
the art shows — about 14 years ago. Shows 
were on the decline, safety on the road was 
becoming an issue and I had a health set 
back that made travel more diffi cult. A crea-
tive person needs an outlet. You can’t keep it 
bottled up inside. And, I am fascinated with 
dolls as miniatures of people. When I was a 
little girl, money was not available for the 
dolls I wanted. Mother always found dolls 
for holiday and birthday but they were not 
what I would have chosen.”

What is your strongest memory? 
“Positive: My mother — Negative: abuse 

from a step-father (read my book, Evidence 
of God from Amazon). Abuse led me to feel 
inadequate and very self-conscious. I was 
part of the bussing from the Kennedy ad-
ministration. When I got off the bus with the 
black kids at an affl uent white school, I was 
no more accepted than they were. I spent my 
spare time from study hall and after school 
in the art room. In my junior year, I majored 
in art and minored in business. I was barely 
an average student but made straight A’s in 
art. You are always drawn to what you do 
well. My art teacher set enough of my work 
aside to create a portfolio that he submitted 
to the Columbus College of Art and Design 
which got me a scholarship that I never took 
(also in my book).”

What was your goal of the dolls? 
“My goal is to create a bridge of under-

standing between cultures. There is a huge 
gulf of understanding between cultures. The 
folk stories behind the dolls draw people 
and explain Native culture, morals and art. 
I have not carved for several years as I have 

taken up Christian writing. When I carved, 
it was near obsession. I carved at night in 
front of the TV to be with my husband. Dur-
ing the day, I burned, painted and adorned 
the dolls in my home studio. I made time for 
research of various tribal historical cloth-
ing, patterns, colors and folklore characters. 
The studio was the parlor of a 150-year-
old house with tall windows on two walls. 
Sometimes I played native music and some-
times listened to books on CDs. To create 
my dolls, I would not do without my paring 
knife or balsa wood. With carpel tunnel, I do 
not have the strength in my hands to carve 
any other wood. Every time I carved a doll, 
researched a doll or saw a western movie, I 
had 10 new ideas for dolls. Dream project 
is Shape Shifters. I wanted to create a line 
of Shape Shifters with heads of animals 
sculpted from clay, using taxidermy animal 
parts and high detail in fantasy clothing 
with tribal designs and colors. I completed 
one, Turtle, and started another, Bear. This 
project is at a standstill. I would like to 
fi nish the bear some time. I had ideas other 
ideas as well, for a crow, cougar and a wolf. 
What I liked most was the detail. I really en-
joy making miniature adornments: bow and 
arrows for Hiawatha, snowshoes for Kiviuq, 
cradle boards for tribal Mothers, shields, 
pottery, spears, knife sheaths and even a tiny 
Sun Face Kachina for a Hopi doll.

“Challenges with the dolls were getting 
them correct in historical accuracy. I took 
great pride when Native Peoples were able 
to identify with a doll. I had great times 
telling their stories to the kids. I have also 
spent hour upon hour looking at books 
fi lled with pictures of other doll maker’s 
creations. Lots of memorable responses: 
When people relate to tribal dress or a folk 
character from a story they have heard. 
The “oohs” and “aahs” along with “wow” 
echo in my memory. Then there are those 
who will stare, from a distance, because 
the reality of a realistic character doll with 
the absence of a face is “creepy” to them. 

“I closed my web site after I stopped 
carving. My dolls are for sale in the gift 
shop of Standing Bear Museum in Ponca 
City, OK. Others are listed at etsy.com un-
der “My People dolls.” I can be contacted 
any time if you have a particular charac-
ter or tribal affi liation you are interested 
in. Happy to share pictures of over 550 
dolls; most of which are sold. Many dolls 
were sold internationally: Australia, 
Canada, Germany, UK, Ireland, and 
Spain along with Alaska and Hawaii.

“Among my dolls, “My People” there are 
six tribes: Cradle, Worry, Skinny, Shortie, 
Maid & Warrior and Chief & Princess. There 
is also a soft sculpture doll for little girls, 
called Grandmother. Red Moon Powwow is 
one of the Princess dolls. The dolls range in 
size from 1 x 2 x 4” up to 3 x 3 x 18”. I can 
carve the smallest in less than an hour. It 
can take days or even weeks for a Chief or 
Princess. The larger the doll, the more detail 
in each step of the process. After carving, 
a doll gets a light sanding, mostly on the 
face. I don’t want to erase all knife marks. It 
then gets clothing and design drawn on and 

burned with a wood burning tool. The wood 
is then sealed. The doll goes to a painting 
table where traditional colors are applied to 
the design carefully so as not to cover any 
burnishing. Depending on the size of the doll, 
details and small items might be added. On 
larger dolls, I did hand beading. The entire 
process will also vary according to my daily 
routine, drying time and whether or not I had 
a deadline to meet with an order. If I worked 
nonstop, eight-hour days, Red Sun Pow Wow 
(see above) probably took a month from 
block of wood to fi nished doll.

“I grew up white in a black inner-city 
neighborhood in the Midwest. Grandmother 
passed on what little I ever heard about 
Indian heritage. When I moved west of the 
Mississippi, the people were more obvious 
and there was something about nature, the 
earth, which “called” to me. My wildlife 
paintings began taking on a native theme. 
I am aware of the major Iroquois reserva-
tion (“rez”) in Canada. Individual tribes of 
the Iroquois nation have land in New York. 
There is a Seneca powwow in Ohio. Out here 
where I live, in Oklahoma, two of the tribes 
have remnant in the northeastern part of the 
state as represented by a casino of the Seneca 
and Cayuga (I think). At population peak, 
the Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) ranged from 
Niagara across New York, Pennsylvania and 
the Ohio Valley so there could be powwows 
and Indian lands/rez anywhere in that area.

“The Iroquois are mainly known for the 
corn husk no face dolls and their unique style 
of beading, called “puff beading.” There are 
also the masks which are not created as art 
for a market. They are strictly ceremonial but 
a great form of creativity. It is integral the 
dolls remain traditional with hand carving to 
keep the custom of an imparted spirit to each 
doll so each is an individual.

“My art evolved from classroom cubism 
to clumsy experimentalism in subject and 
medium. From there, a journey of decades 
to fi nd my style, subject and medium (I think 
I tried them all). My style was traditional, 
my subject was nature and my medium was 
oils. I fi nally got to work in 3-dimension 
with the dolls. (I tried to move into porcelain 
35 years ago but timing was not right.)

“I have no idea of anyone with the inter-
est in making this doll by traditional stand-
ards. I have been approached over the years 
to have it mass produced, embedded with 
semi-precious stones and made from molds. 
I totally refused every offer.  The whole idea 
is to create each doll as an individual by 
imparting a personality from me by every 
stroke of the knife. This is a labor of love 
NOT monetary gain. This is a traditional art 
form. I am willing to teach any native per-
son my traditional process. I love life. Life 
is a gift from our Creator. Every day holds 
the possibility of new adventure and more to 
learn. Life inspires art. Every decade of my 
life there was a major change in my art.”

I am proud to introduce you to an artist I met I am proud to introduce you to an artist I met I taken up Christian writing. When I carved, 

One Nation Walking Together
An artist at work – Linda Rous
by Urban Turzi

Red Sun Fancy Pow Wow Dancer
Cover: Artist Linda Rous

Various Dolls

KHEN Food Program
The Salida community raised approxi-

mately $600 to help KHEN Commu-
nity Radio’s ‘Pack the Backpack’ program 
during the online Salida Soup event on De-
cember 17, 2020. The station is providing 
a bag of nonperishable food to area kids 
experiencing food insecurity that they can 
take home when school meal programs are 
unavailable. Packs will be distributed every 
Friday at the KHEN studios, 123 East 
3rd St. Salida Soup, a monthly program 
created by the Partnership for Community 
Action (PfCA), has assisted a variety of 
local organizations or individuals and their 
projects in the Upper Arkansas River Val-
ley since 2015. The PfCA took the popular 
potluck-based fundraiser virtual in March 
2020, and foresees the online aspect con-
tinuing into 2021.

KHEN Executive Director Chris Vann 
advised that more than 37% of Coloradans 
are struggling to afford food during the 
pandemic, up 26% from a year ago, with 
families and people of color hit the hard-
est. “Reduced services at schools and 
the closure of school districts throughout 
Colorado has meant the loss of free and 
reduced-price school meals for more 
than 350,000 students,” Vann said in a 
statement. “Studies show lack of adequate 
nutrition in childhood can have long-term 
impacts on health and well-being long 
into adulthood.”

FMI khen.org and Salidasoup.org.

The PfCA’s new peer-to-peer 
online meetups encourage 
connection
The PfCA is rolling out two new online 

meetup options, as well as opportuni-
ties for the community to create peer-to-
peer meetups of their own. The Spectrum 
Alliance meetup happens each Monday 
night viz Zoom, starting at 6 p.m. Partici-
pants access the event via the link on the 
website at goPfCA.com/peertopeer. “This 
meeting is for the LGBTQIA+ community 
and their allies, giving them a chance to 
check in on any issues they may be hav-
ing, connect with new and old friends, or 
share any accomplishments or other good 
news,” said Jimmy Sellars, PfCA director. 
“One of our goals is to address feelings 
of isolation within the rural LGBTQIA+ 
community, so this meetup is specifi cally 
for that. And because it is online, anyone 
with an internet connection can access it.”

Another of the new meetings is geared 
toward connecting young trans people. 
Trans Youth Weekly is a meetup hosted by 
young people, for young people, happen-
ing every Thursday via Zoom, starting at 
5 p.m. The hour-long chat hopes to offer 
support and resources for transgender 

kids and their friends. 
“As we move into 
the new year, we’re 
hopeful to include 
discussions with health 
care professionals, 
mental health workers, 
and others that might 
answer any questions 
these young people 
might have,” said 
Mark Monroe, deputy 
director of the PfCA.

Perhaps the most 
interesting aspect of 
the new peer-to-peer 
meetups is that the 
PfCA will help folks 
start one of their own, 
in any fi eld of interest, 
by providing train-
ing and support to 
get started, as well as 
marketing assistance. 
These meetups would 
be accessed via the 

PfCA website as well, appearing on the 
organization’s calendar of events. FMI: 
goPfCA.com.

Bookmarks & Burritos is back!
It began as a project to link art and lit-

erature. The reboot of the Bookmarks & 
Burritos program still seeks to encourage 
school-age kids to investigate important 
topics like history, volunteerism and 
mental health. The new program is even 
more simple: kids choose a book from 
an array of titles relating to that month’s 
theme from the participating libraries’ 
Bookmarks & Burritos display; they read 
and return it and get a voucher for a free 
burrito at either Mo Burrito in Salida or 
Pancho’s in Buena Vista. A list of partici-
pating libraries can be found at goPfCA.
com/bookmarks.

PfCA Labs
The other programs they are excited 

about in 2021 are the PfCA Labs; op-
portunities for the community to assess, 
experiment with, and build new programs 
related to Advocacy, Design, Cultural 
Empathy, and Storytelling. The Advocacy 
Lab (goPfCA.com/advocacy-lab) focuses 
on developing a dynamic leadership pro-
gram, form educational opportunities for 
citizens to learn about interacting with their 
government to actualize change, and creat-
ing inventive school-aged programs on 
self-advocacy and government structures. 
The Design Lab (goPfCA.com/design-lab) 
is where discussion occurs about a variety 
of projects, including youth education in 
the implementation of the arts in business, 
a working lab for community design as-
sistance, and design and strategic plan-
ning training, while the Storytelling Lab 
(goPfCA.com/storytelling-lab) is the result 
of 20+ years of interviewing people on a 
multitude of topics. The PfCA believes “we 
can build a better world through storytell-
ing.” The Sister City Lab (goPfCA.com/
sister-city-lab), according to Jimmy Sellars, 
“was developed to create an innovative 
community ‘hub’ model or toolbox that can 
be easily funded, trained, and delivered to 
communities that need the most help, and 
are missing the tools they need to build 
their better futures. Khihihi, our inaugu-
ral testing site in the Kanungu District, 
south-western Uganda, is currently being 
assessed.”

The Partnership for Community Action 
(PfCA) creates tools to assist in strength-
ening the community’s shared voice and 
offers opportunities for the community 
to work and play together. FMI: hello@
gopfca.com or call Jimmy or Mark 719-
221-9893.

PfCA Expands Community 
Support Programs

KHEN Community Radio’s Suzi Mishmash gets cozy with 
the PfCA Big Check for the $600 donation raised by the 

community during December’s Salida Soup. The money will 
go toward the station’s Pack the Backpack food assistance 

program for kids in the area.
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An early photograph of Pikes 
Peak Avenue in Colorado 

Springs, taken by A. J. Harlan in 
the mid-1890s, has survived over 
12 decades. Pikes Peak and Cam-
eron Cone are in the photograph’s 
background. The muddy street, 
trolley tracks, and trees draw 
the viewer’s eye down to where 
the fi rst Antlers Hotel sits. Pikes 
Peak and Cameron Cone refl ect 
in a shallow pool of water from a 
recent rain shower in the center 
of the photograph’s foreground.

The photographer, A. J. 
Harlan, operated a photography 
studio in Cripple Creek. He 
roamed around the area and 
photographed many of the iconic 
spots of the Pikes Peak region.

~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~~OUT AND ABOUT~
Check out these activities going on right here in this area. If you know of an activity we should 

include, please call us at 719-686-7587 or email us at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com.

VIRTUALLY
• Art Show and Online Sale from 

eight artists at facebook.com/
CrippleCreekArtAlliance pro-
moting art in the Cripple Creek 
area. Runs through February.

• Rampart Library District:
www.rldvirtualprograms.weebly.
com. Includes:

• Story Time Wed at 10:30 a.m.
2 WP Book Club 10:30 a.m. Febru-

ary book: Britt-Marie was Here
by Frederik Backman. FMI 
719-687-9281 ext. 169.

3 Not So Young Adult book club 11 
a.m. February book: Frankly in 
Love by David Yoon. FMI 719-
687-9281 ext.116.

8 Let’s Read Amok! Readers club 
11 a.m. Theme: Color. FMI 719-
687-9281 ext. 116.

11 Senior Circle Book Club 10:30 
a.m. February book: The Exiles
by Christine Baker Kline. FMI: 
719-687-9281 ext. 103.

17 Florissant Bookworms 10:30 
a.m. February book: The Book 
of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate. 
FMI 719-748-3939.

CAÑON CITY
LIBRARY
3 Free Legal Clinic 2-5 p.m. Call 

719-269-9020 to be added to 
the list.

• Story Times on Mon, Tues and 
Thurs at 10:30 am.

• Our Book Sale is restocked daily 
and runs through February. We 
are still accepting books in good 
shape, no old text books or 
encyclopedias, please.

• Food for fi nes! We are accepting 
non-perishable food items for 
fi nes. If you’d like to donate and 
do not have a fi ne to pay, we are 
a drop off for Food Pantry of 
Freemont.

CRIPPLE CREEK
27 Commodities will be distributed 

9-2 p.m. at the Aspen Mine 
Center. FMI 719-689-3584.

• GED Classes on Mondays 2 p.m. 
FMI Amy Stewart 19-686-0705.

DIVIDE
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
13 Group Connection — Cre-

ate Valentines 11-12 at Pikes 
Peak Community Center Bldg. 
Families will remain socially 
distanced at tables while they 
create valientines and enjoy each 
other’s company. FMI Jessica@
cpteller.org or 719-686-0705.

• GED Classes Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m. FMI Amy 
Stewart 19-686-0705.

MUELLER STATE PARK
6 Hike: School Pond and Stoner Mill 

meet 9 a.m. at School Pond TH.
6 Hug a Tree — Winter survival 

for kids meet 2 p.m. at Visitor 
Center

7 Wildernessing — Wind 11 a.m. 
meet at Outlook Ridge TH

7 Snowshoe Hike meet 11 a.m. at 
Homestead TH

13 Animal Antifreeze 2 p.m. meet 
at Visitor Center patio.

20 Hike Rock Pond meet 9 a.m. at 
Rock Pond TH

21 Winter Wonder Forest Bath-
ing Walk 12-2:30 p.m. meet at 
Outlook Ridge TH
Mueller events are free. A $9 
day pass or $80 annual pass is 
required to enter the park. FMI 
719-687-2366.

FLORISSANT
GRANGE
6 Pine Needle Basket/Craft 9-12. 

Bring your project or start new. 
Beginners welcome.

13 Valentine DRIVE THROUGH 
Brunch 10:30-12. Drive-up and 
we deliver to your car. Suggested 

donation $10. Reserve your spot 
for either event 719-748-5004.

LIBRARY
11 Free Legal Clinic 2-5 p.m. Call 

719-748-3939 to be added to 
the list.

• Take and Make Kits. Pick up a 
Take and Make Craft Kit for 
kids, teens and adults.

MANITOU 
SPRINGS

13 Carnivale weekend begins. We 
are promoting a “Create your 
own Carnivale in Manitou 
Springs” by inviting guests to 
come and enjoy a brass band 
in the roundabout downtown 
at noon, followed by enjoying 
some “sweet deals” at restau-
rants and retailers. FMI: www.
manitousprings.org.

SALIDA
6 UAS Club meets at Anderson Law 

Group offi ces, 7385 W Hwy 50 
at 9 a.m. We’ll also be broadcast-
ing via Zoom. Our guest speaker 
is Chris Robertson of Colorado 
State University. He founded 
their Unmanned Aerial Systems 
program and will tell us all about 
it, along with our regular fare of 
industry and legal news. FMI: 
ccuasclub@gmail.com. 

10 Free Legal Clinic at the library 
2-5 p.m. Call 719-539-4826 to 
be added to the list.

WOODLAND 
PARK

6 Come join us for a time of music, 
refreshment and fellowship at 
Sister Friends of Teller County 
10-noon at CSCS 1003 Tamarac 
Parkway. Tessa Swearengin will 
speak. FMI cherylbirch@icloud.
com, www.sisterfriends.co.

• GED Classes Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 5 p.m. FMI Amy 
Stewart 19-686-0705.

LIBRARY
Take and Make Kits. Pick up a Take 

and Make Craft Kit for kids and 
teens.

Readers: COVID-19 changes daily. Please follow CDC 
guidelines (cdc.gov) and your county’s health depart-

ment. Were you expecting to see your event listed and 
didn’t? Please email utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com. 

Aaron Wendt • Owner

719-748-3328
1900 CR 31, Unit B • Florissant, CO

HIGH ALTITUDE SPIRITS
Hangovers Installed and Serviced

Main Street
Fairplay

Jake & Jennie
Ph. (719) 836-3155

MUSIC LESSONS
Violin, Beginning Guitar 

and Mandolin

FLIP: (719) 429-3361
flip@ghvalley.net

We do the work  
from deep cleaning  

to all repairs

We service all Teller County
Woodland Park, Divide, Florissant and Guffey

Carmen and Mike
505-382-4412

Cleaning & Handyman Services
Property Care and Management

Quality Service

Affordable Rates

References available

Weekly - Biweekly - Monthly

Reliable

South Park Insurance
551 Front Street, Fairplay, Colorado • 719.836.2980
www.insurance-southpark.com • emccallum.spis@crsdenver.com

Your FIRST choice for insurance in the high country!

Finding Good 
Insurance 
is no  
Accident!

GREGORY S. COOPER, D.V.M.

312 W. Hwy. 24 • Box 5999
Woodland Park, CO 80866

(719) 687-6000
gcompassionanimalhospital@gmail.com

mycompassionanimalhospital.com

ADVANTAGE TAX PREPARATION

Mark Mandler

Individual • Family • Small Business • Non-Profit Agencies

Phone: 303-730-3652      6325 W. Mansfield Ave #211
Fax: 1-888-730-6925              Denver, Colorado 80235

advantagetaxprep@centurylink.net

640 Route 285  
unit C • Fairplay 
at the Sinclair Station

218-556-3809

CIGAR LOUNGE
INDOOR GOLF SIMULATOR

GUIDED FLY FISHING

Hours: Mon.-Sun. 9am - 7pm
Owner: Scott Gardner

719.687.2201
1084 Cedar Mtn. Road • Divide • www.tellerparkvet.com

Shannon Lemons, DVM

Accepting 
Care Credit

Large and Small Animal Medicine and 
Surgery, Specializing in Dentistry

Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Montana

Ray Leist
Office: (800) 833-9997
Cell: (720) 600-1244

email: ray@findssa.net
website: www.steelstructuresamerica.com

 Adopt Me 

Our sweet Baja is ready to come into your home! 
She’s a goofy girl about a year old. She likes other 

dogs and would do well with older children in the home. 
She’s an enthusiastic and exuberant dog who can be 
a little too much for younger children. To meet Baja, 
contact AARF through our website aarfcolorado.com or 
719-761-5320.

This space donated by the Ute Country News to pro-
mote shelter animal adoption.

Baja
by AARF

CC-V Schools 
receive 
$1.49 million
by Jeff Mosher

Cripple Creek-Victor School District is 
excited to announce that it is a recipi-

ent of funding from the Response, Innova-
tion, and Student Equity (RISE) Fund to 
innovate and transform public education. 
The RISE Fund was announced by Gov. 
Jared Polis in September and made avail-
able to high-needs school districts, charter 
schools and public institutions of higher 
learning throughout the state. CC-V is 
receiving $1,491,200 to create a commu-
nity wide “skills to employment” program 
for both youth and adults. The program 
will combine relevant, purpose-driven 
classroom instruction with paid workforce 
training that is linked directly to immedi-
ate employment opportunities. The goal is 
to skill and reskill the population for liv-
able-wage, in-demand jobs that will also 
support general economic development. 
All the grant recipients were chosen by a 
group of parents, students, and education 
leaders. “Cripple Creek-Victor School 
District is incredibly grateful to Governor 
Polis for releasing the RISE Grant and 
to the panel of reviewers for recognizing 
our passion,” said CC-V School District 
Superintendent Miriam Mondragon. “This 
endeavor isn’t just about a CTE* program, 
it is a shift in how we educate our youth 
and strengthen our community.” 

*Career and Technical Education

An early view down Pikes Peak Avenue
by Steven W. Veatch

The Antlers Hotel is at the west end of the street. 
General William Jackson Palmer, the founder of 
Colorado Springs, built the Antlers in 1883 with 

Castle Rock Rhyolite. The hotel burned down in 1898 
and was rebuilt. Photograph by A.J. Harlan. From the 

Eugene L. Glew photograph collection, courtesy of 
the Cripple Creek District Museum.
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TOMMY KNOCKER 
TRADING POST

WE BUY AND SELL PRECIOUS 
GEMS & GOLD NUGGETS

SPECIALISING IN MINING AND 
PROSPECTING ANTIQUITIES

ONLINE SALES 
@FACEBOOK


