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Welcome to Ute Country
“It is good to be children
sometimes, and never
better than at Christmas
when its mighty Founder
was a child Himself.“
— Charles Dickens
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Spinney

The Thymekeeper

On Deck

Once a town

Water is life

by Linda Bjorklund

by Mari Marques Worden

D
T

his month’s cover is of Avery and James
Martin sitting on Santa’s lap at Christmas in Divide. The gaze between Santa
and James is so breath-taking even Avery
patiently waits it out. To see this gaze, is to
see the real magic of the holiday season. We
would like to thank Santa Don Butzlaff for
making Christmas in Divide photos with
Santa a success!
We have a magical December issue for
you. We have a beautiful poem written by a
reader who hasn’t penned a poem in over 40
years! Read and enjoy for yourself on page
27. There are many stories of people helping
people; people helping animals, and people
helping communities. We have reminders of
the importance of water both by the Thymekeeper and a brief update from Diana CrowWheel. We will learn more from Diana next
month. She needs a little time to process
the incredible experience of supporting the
Water Protectors. Even though we live in
the midst of such adversity, it is especially
heart-warming to know so many folks are
willing to sacrifice in order to make their
voices heard. Water is life!
We have a few new photos for Critter
Corner. Will you take photos of your indoor
or outdoor animal friends? We’re happy to
print them, just email to utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com or snail mail to POB 753,
Divide, CO 80814.
We love to hear from you. Do you have
comments, questions, or an article for
consideration? Please send to us via email to
utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com or snail
mail to POB 753, Divide, CO 80814.
Happy Holiday Season and Happy New
Year to ALL, from Ute Country News!
Thank you,
— Kathy & Jeff Hansen
A special thanks to all listed here for their
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uring this giving season, I recall the
greatest gifts I ever received from my
herb teachers were the lessons of mindfulness and gratitude. Mindfulness and gratitude go hand in hand. One inevitably leads
to the other. To think and feel deeply in the
understanding of how our actions or inaction affect other people, as well as all living
beings on this planet is mindfulness. Once
this is understood, the connection between
ourselves and Nature become apparent.
So deeply ingrained into our psyche was
this lesson that we found every outing in
Nature to be an experience in gratitude. We
gave thanks to the trees for giving us oxygen
and medicine. We gave thanks to the plants
for giving us food and medicine. We gave
thanks to everything from the pollinators to
the minute organisms living in the soil that
help our food and medicine to grow.
Most of all, we gave thanks to the waters
that sustain us all.
Water is life. It’s one of the first vital
things we come to know as human beings in
the womb.
As an herbalist, I am a steward of the
Earth. My deep and undying love for this
planet has instilled in me a great sense of
responsibility to the sustainability of our
Mother Earth and her natural resources.
Much like the Native Americans, who are
also herbalists, we understand the importance of clean water for every living being
on this planet. The importance of clean
water for our continued existence is vital
and not to be underestimated.
I’d like to turn our attention toward the
water at this time.
I remember an incident back in the early
‘80’s on a hot summer day at the flea market. You could literally see the waves of heat
rising up off the black asphalt. Back then we
didn’t have the option of bottled water and
knowing full well that a fountain soda would
not quench my thirst I blurted out the words,
“I bet if I set up a table right here I could
sell ice water for a buck a cup and probably
get rich.” This very statement earned me a
badge that day. Everyone around me looked
as if I said something so unbelievable that
it hurt their ears and they were suddenly
concerned about my mental state. Sell WATER? Unheard of, no one will pay you for
a cup of water. Period. Utter nonsense. My,
how times have changed. Suffice to say if
I’d taken the idea and ran with it, I probably
wouldn’t be here writing this.
What seemed ludicrous to everyone around
me, seemed perfectly realistic to me. There
has always been this inherent knowing inside
of me that water is the most precious gift the
Earth has given us. This was reaffirmed during a day long trip in the Sedona desert many
years later with herb school. I found that it’s
nearly impossible to carry enough water on
your person to spend several hours in the hot
desert sun. At least that was mine and a dozen
other herbalists experience that day. I’m
pretty sure this was part of the lesson plan.
In most areas of the United States it is
taken for granted that you can simply turn
on the tap and expect clean clear water to
pour forth in abundance. We use water for
everything from washing our face to flushing
our toilet and cleaning our houses. Americans
water their lawns, wash their cars, shower on
a daily basis without a second thought given
to where that water came from, how much is
being used, or where it’s going to. I call this
mindlessness. We as humans tend to fall into
this state on a regular basis as long as nothing
comes along to disrupt our flow, so to speak.
It’s only when something so vitally important becomes unavailable or undrinkable that
we stand up and say hey! What happened?
When it’s too late.

Water security?

For some people, security is found in the fact
that almost everywhere you go there is bottled
water for sale. Cases and cases line the grocery
store shelves. From convenience stores to big
box stores, bottled water is everywhere.
Here are a few facts regarding bottled
water that one should be mindful of:
1. The production of water bottles uses 17
million barrels of oil a year, and it takes
three times the water to make the bottle as
it does to fill it; and that doesn’t account
for the transportation and disposal.
2. The U.S. drank 9 billion bottles of water in
2008, at an average of 30 gallons per person.

(More than milk and beer, believe it or not.)
3. Tap water is approximately 560 times
cheaper than bottled water and a lot of
that bottled water admittedly comes from
a tap. The bottling companies are basically selling convenience and have had to
admit in many instances their water comes
from a public water source. When you see
PWS on the label that’s what it means,
there is nothing special about the water.
4. Tap water is regulated by the EPA for contaminants, bottled water is not. Despite the
bad rap that tap water got from the bottled
water industry, scientific testing proved
bottled was no safer than tap, depending on
where you live of course. The residents of
Flint Michigan would not agree.
5. Of the 30 billion plastic water bottles
sold in the United States in 2005, only 12
percent were recycled. According to Doug
James, a professor of computer science at
Cornell University and a recycling advocate, that left 25 billion bottles “landfilled,
littered or incinerated.”
6. Recycled plastic bottles can only be reused in non-food products.
7. In reality, there is no way for bottled water
to be as environmentally responsible as tap
water.
Currently water is becoming the topic of
discussion all over the world. These days
many people are experiencing water issues for
one reason or another. Whether it be drought
or contamination, people are starting to wake
up to the truth that clean water can no longer
be taken for granted. In fact, many are waking
to the truth that water should be protected.
Our brave brothers and sisters across this
nation who stand in protest of pipelines deserve our utmost respect and gratitude at this
time. They truly are Water Protectors, and as
we all know, pipelines leak. If you’ve ever
spilled oil on the Earth or in the ocean you
know it can’t be thoroughly cleaned up.

Where has all the moisture
gone?

As I sit here in the third week of November wondering where the moisture is, I turn
my thoughts to the spring flowers; the many
plants and herbs that won’t be growing due
to lack of moisture. Although many commuters are happy with no snow, the impacts
will be far reaching for the Nature lovers
and the wildlife in the area.
It seems the Earth is changing. There is
either too much water with unprecedented
flooding in some places or too little elsewhere.
Seventy percent of the water in the U.S. is
used for farming. Consider that most of our
food is grown in California where the land is

F

considered desert. If anything has changed
the lay of the land in this country it’s farming and agriculture.
The Ogallala aquifer lies underneath
eight states and is estimated to be the size of
nine Lake Eries. Per the documentary titled
Watermark, as of 2013 we have already used
two out of three of those lakes. This is not
only because of replenishment issues but also
because we, in America, are using more water
than we ever have before. Parts of this aquifer
are in a rapid state of decline. Perhaps it’s
time to rethink our processes when it comes
to water use. We can all start on a small scale
by using water filters and re-usable drinking
containers as opposed to bottled water.
Other ways to conserve water include:
• Taking shorter showers
• Not filling the sink up all the way when
washing dishes
• Saving the rinse water to be used as gray water
• Don’t leave the water running unnecessarily for example when brushing your teeth
• Capture the water that runs while waiting
for the hot water to be heated
• Re-use your gray water for watering plants,
flushing toilets, and many other uses
• Fix your leaky faucets or toilets
• Clean your sidewalks and driveways with a
broom, not the hose (or use gray water)
• Run the washing machine and dishwasher
only when you have a full load
Now seems like a good time to start.
No matter what holiday you celebrate in
December, I encourage everyone this giving
season to practice mindfulness and gratitude;
perhaps a New Year’s resolution to be more
mindful. I don’t care who you are, you have
an impact on others and if you are struggling with what to give this season, I have a
suggestion: give thanks. From the bottom of
your heart, give thanks.
Mari Marques is a Certiﬁed Herbalist and
owner of The Thymekeeper. For questions or
more information contact: Mari at mugsyspad@aol.com or 719-439-7303. Mari is available for private consultation or private classes.

Upcoming Thymekeeper Events

S

NOW OPEN

pice up your holidays! Let’s get together and make some mulling spice bags for your
holiday cider or other holiday recipes. We’ll talk about some different uses and medicinal benefits of the age old tradition of using spice bags. We’ll also have mulled wine
and juice on hand for tasting. These spice bags make awesome inexpensive holiday gifts
in addition to making the whole house smell seasonally delicious. The Thymekeeper will
be available on Sunday, December 4th from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. to help put yours together.
Suggested donation is $10 per person. Spices will be available for purchase. The Thymekeeper is located at 1870 County Road 31 Florissant, CO.

ive brothers and one sister of the Spinney
family came to Colorado in the 1870s
and homesteaded a large ranch that extended
about five miles along the South Platte River.
Benjamin Spinney was the primary family
member, and his sister Viola was married to
Jerome Harrington whose ranch was established upstream from the Spinney holdings.
One of their first endeavors was the Spinney & Harrington sawmill, into which they
put a shingle and lath mill in 1879.
In 1882, Benjamin became the sole
owner of the ranch after he bought out the
interests of his brothers, who mostly lived
in Colorado Springs. That year Benjamin
hired surveyors to lay out boundaries for an
irrigating ditch, which would allow him to
grow several hundred acres of hay. On his
ranch a herd of some six or seven hundred
head of sheep were located.
In 1884, Spinney announced that he had
disposed of his entire flock of sheep making a good profit off the deal. He did not
consider sheep, however, to be a preferable
investment to cattle.
In 1885 Benjamin’s brother Anson B.
Spinney, a medical doctor, came to the Spinney Ranch and purchased a half interest in
it. The brothers planned to make a trip to
Texas to buy cattle for the Ranch.
Ranchers frequently were caught in differences between cattle and sheep, some battles
ensuing over use of the ranges. But in 1899 an
agreement was reached wherein boundaries
were established between sheep and cattle
ranges, which seemed to settle the arguments.
Meanwhile, the Colorado Midland Railroad was built in 1886, extending from Colorado Springs, through the Spinney Ranch,
over Trout Creek Pass, into Buena Vista, then
on to Leadville and points west. The Denver,
South Park and Pacific had established a
narrow-gauge railroad from Denver to the
mining communities and Leadville in 1879,
but the Midland used standard gauge tracks,
which the owners thought would be more
likely to extend beyond state borders and connect to other railroads, like the Rio Grande.
The Midland tracks went through several
railroad tunnels as they passed through the
valley that would eventually become the
Eleven Mile Reservoir. One of the features of
the Midland was called the Wildflower Excursion train. On a Sunday afternoon travelers
could take the train from Colorado Springs,
through the tunnels, and stop at a station
called Idlewild. At that particular stop the
wildflowers were abundant and ladies in their
long dresses could step off the train and pick
armloads of the colorful bouquets. Photographers were on hand to take their pictures.
The passengers would get back on the train,
which then went to the Spinney station, where
the railroad had built a wye so the train could
turn around and head back to the Springs.
On October 25, 1888, the Fairplay Flume
reported that there had been an “Accident
on the Midland” the previous Friday, at the
Platte River bridge about seven miles west of
Spinney. The east-bound express, consisting of
a baggage car, a day coach and two sleepers,
was approaching the bridge when the engineer
spotted a cow lying on the track. Before he
could react to stop the train, the engine passed
over the cow, but when one of the sleeper cars
struck it, the rails split and the train was pulled
onto the bridge over the ties. The first sleeper

car went into the ditch and the second
sleeper car went down into the river.
The passengers, many of whom
were about to retire for the night,
were shaken up. Some were injured,
but none seriously. The Traffic
Manager, who was following the
train in his own special, was right
behind. After he saw that the passengers were all extricated and their
injuries looked at, he served them
coffee and brandy from his private
car. A telegram was immediately
sent to Colorado Springs to request
a car to be sent to the scene to
transport the passengers back home.
While they were waiting for rescue,
the passengers were warmed by a
campfire.
B. F. Spinney from “Portrait & Biographical Record
In July of 1890, the Flume
reported that Benjamin Spinney
of the State of Colorado”.
had gotten himself into trouble. He
had bargained with a young Texas
story hotel was built, as well as a grocery
cowboy to purchase a herd of Texas
and general merchandise house.
cattle. Benjamin paid a small down payment,
A new Concord stagecoach was purchased
but for some reason refused to pay the balto be used on the Balfour-Spinney stage
ance of the $2,000 they had agreed upon.
line and it was christened by taking a party
The young Texan, whose name was later
revealed to be Joe Harris, was determined to get of ladies and gentlemen from Spinney to
Balfour, driven by R. R. Spinney, one of the
the money owed him. He showed up at a field
other Spinney brothers.
at the Harrington Ranch, where Benjamin was
Town lots were held out for sale. A barber
working. Armed with a revolver, Harris walked
shop and meat market were planned for the
Spinney to the Harrington house, where he told
town. A saloon was also to be built.
Benjamin’s brother-in-law that the two of them
In May of 1901, the Flume reported
were going on a camping trip. If the money apthat the County Sheriff had gotten a rush
peared in the bank by a certain date, Benjamin
telegram from Spinney to come at once,
would be returned home. If not, neither he nor
that there was all kinds of trouble there.
his body would ever be seen again.
The sheriff immediately got on the first
Although the Harringtons argued about
train out. When he arrived at the Spinney
whether Ben was worth the money, they
station, he found that the wife of the agent
eventually paid it. The ‘camping trip’ turned
there had taken the entire savings of the
out to be some 75 miles distant near the
family and bought a new ‘sky piece’ leaving
town of Meeker in western Colorado. When
her husband with very little in the way of
Harris learned from his brother that the
sustenance. The sheriff heard the evidence
money was in the bank, he released Ben.
and found in favor of the lady, who said
After Benjamin returned from his harshe had not had a new hat for 10 years. The
rowing experience, he told his family that
sheriff got back on the train and went home,
they had subsisted on oatmeal and dried
confident that justice had been served.
grapes and slept on the ground every night.
Dr. Anson Spinney, who had taken up
He had been gone 21 days.
residence in Colorado Springs, passed
Back in Meeker, Joe Harris was arrested
away in 1902.
and charged with kidnapping. He apparently
Benjamin Spinney passed away in 1908.
tried to escape from jail, but was caught
The Flume reported on April 5, 1907, that
before he could get away. He was sent back
to Park County, where the locals here treated “It is understood that the same company
which has an option on the Hartsel property
the case with some amusement. The Judge
is also likely to purchase the Harrington and
remarked that he was thinking of making
Harris the chief collector for his agency. The Spinney ranches. Should this deal be conlast report was that Spinney’s friends did not summated, it will be by far the largest ranch
deal made in this part of Colorado.”
know if he intended to prosecute his captor.
The federal government decreed in 1918 that
In 1892 Dr. Anson B. Spinney quitthere was to be only one railroad line and the
claimed his interest in the Spinney Ranch
others, including the Colorado Midland, were to
back to his brother Benjamin, along with
disband and remove all their trackage. This was
five irrigating ditches and decrees for 648
also the demise of many of the towns along the
cubic feet of water.
railroad lines, including the town of Spinney.
Two years later the mining settlement at
Since the railroad owned the property, the ownBalfour promised to be so successful that the
ers opted to burn all the buildings down in order
train stations at Spinney and Hartsel began
to avoid paying the taxes on them.
competing over the Balfour travel. Benjamin
There is nothing left of Spinney, the town,
Spinney planned to lay out a townsite and
but in 1979 the City of Aurora purchased
build a hotel to accommodate what he thought
5,300 acres of land to construct the Spinney
would be a coming boom of travelers.
Mountain Reservoir which would provide a
A plat for the town of Spinney was filed
water storage facility to meet their projected
with the county on March 21, 1894. The
water system demands.
town was to be located on the opposite side
The reservoir is now a prime fishing spot
of the South Platte River from the Spinney
for tourists and residents.
Ranch, a few miles away. A two-and-a-half
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Fallen
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to Life

ASPEN
GROOVE
CREATIONS
UNIQUE LOCALLY MADE
HOME FURNISHINGS
AND GIFTS

December Hours:

Wednesday thru Friday 11-6,
Saturday 9-6

110 W. Midland Ave
Woodland Park
719-963-7067

60montesanom@gmail.com

Laura Owens
Your specialist for rural mountain properties
in Southern Park & Western Teller Counties.

Visit our
new office:
2863 County Road 46
Florissant, CO
One mile west of Florissant
on the corner of Hwy 24
& County Road 46

719.748.1212

Toll Free 866.802.3677
laura@saddleuprealtyco.com

www.saddleuprealtyco.com

FILL UP SPECIAL

VOLUME DISCOUNTS

Fill your tag
Out Your Back Door!
Diane Beaumont
LMB100019059
NMLS ID: 247026

“Your Lender For Life!”

Conventional, Jumbo and FHA
VA and Rural Development Loans
— No Money Down.
300 Sunnyglen Court
(Re-Max Building)
Woodland Park, Co. 80863

Specializing in Mountain Property Financing for Teller, Park, Summit and El Paso Counties.

719.687.2112

Ark-La-Tex Financial Services, LLC dba Benchmark Mortgage NMLS ID: 2143

Wildhorn Lots 3 and 4 Block 3 #1
are now available for purchase!

County road in the front, BLM in the back,
and the CREEK is FLOWING
Please call Jodie Noel before it’s gone!

720-789-2152
Fathom Realty
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Find out for yourself why Teller
County calls C.W’s Plumbing
for all their plumbing needs!
Now Offering Boiler & Hot Water Heat Service!

• Water Heaters

• Tankless Water Heaters
• Boiler Installation
• Gas Pipes - Old & New
• Kitchen Remodel
Plumbing

C.WÕ s

• Bathroom Remodel
Plumbing

Plumbing LLC
Master Plumber ~ 39 Years Experience
Licensed & Insured
USMC Vietnam Vet

719-687-4122











Service & Installation

• Tubs / Showers
• Frozen Pipes & Sewers
• Winterizing Guaranteed

Residential
Commercial

Accidents & Personal Injury, Wrongful Death
Insurance Bad Faith
Real Estate, HOAs, Water Law
Contracts & General Business Law
Domestic Relations, Divorce, Child Custody
Criminal Defense, DUI, Felonies, Traffic, DOW Cases
Estate Planning & Probate
Non-Profits and Charitable Organizations
Drone Law—Start-up Businesses, FAA, Privacy Cases

For More
or or
a Free
call:
For Information
More Information
a FreeConsultation
Consultation call:
Anderson
& Hughes, P.C. 719-539-7003
Anderson & Hughes, P.C. 719-539-7003
www.anderson-hugheslaw.com
www.anderson-hugheslaw.com
73857385
W. Highway
50,50,
Salida,
W. Highway
Salida,CO
CO81201
81201

Time for a year-end
investment review
W
ith the holiday season upon us, you may
well be busier than usual. However, by
spending a few minutes reviewing your investment scenario of this past year, you can see
where you’ve been, where you might be going,
and what you need to do to keep moving forward toward your long-term financial goals.
So, as you look back at 2016, pay close
attention to these elements of your investment picture:

Performance

Reviewing your investment performance
over time is important in helping you determine
if you’re on track to achieve your financial
goals. So, in evaluating how your investments
did in 2016, ask yourself some key questions:
How did your investments do relative to their
performance in past years? If there was a big
difference, what might have accounted for it?
Were your returns relevant to your long-term
goals? In other words, if you have already established a return rate you’ll need to reach your
goals — and you should indeed set such a rate
— were your actual returns “on track” to help
you make progress toward your objectives? Just
as importantly, were your return expectations
realistic, based on your investment mix and the
market environment?

Investment mix

If you are a diligent investor following a
well-designed strategy, you probably started
out in 2016 with an investment mix that
reflects your risk tolerance, time horizon,
and short- and long-term goals. But over
time, your investment mix can change, even
without your having done so on purpose. If
you owned a certain percentage of an asset,
such as growth stocks, and those stocks appreciated in price substantially, they could
take up a larger percentage of your portfolio
than you had intended, thereby exposing you
to a higher risk level than that with which
you are comfortable. So now that the year is
coming to a close, examine your investment
mix to see if it needs “rebalancing.”

Contribution levels

Are you taking full advantage of your

401(k) or other employer-sponsored retirement plan? Specifically, if you got a raise this
past year, did you boost your contributions
to your plan? The more you invest now, and
throughout your working life, the less likely it
will be that you have to play “catch up” in the
years immediately preceding your retirement.

The more you invest
now, and throughout
your working life,
the less likely it will
be that you have to
play “catch up” in the
years immediately
preceding your
retirement.
Mistakes

We all make mistakes in every walk of
life — including the way we invest. In
looking back over 2016, can you spot some
investment mistakes you might have made?
Did you temporarily “bail out” on investing
immediately after the “Brexit” vote, only
to find, a few weeks later, that the markets
had soared to record highs? Did you act on
impulse and buy a so-called “hot” stock
that turned out to be inappropriate for your
needs and risk level? While mistakes like
these might be costly in the short term, they
can ultimately prove invaluable — if you
learn from them.
We’re just about ready to turn the page on
the 2016 calendar. So, as you review your
investment decisions for the past year, try to
determine what worked, what didn’t, and what
you can do to improve your results in 2017.
This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by Paula Hunt, your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor.

What’s on your bookshelf?
by Polly Roberts

O

WOODLAND COUNTRY LODGE
Serving Food 4-8pm Daily

Book your Party Today.

Call 719-687-6277

December Entertainment Schedule
1.................... CARI DELL
2............. MARK EDENS
3......................KARAOKE
7..........................OAKLEY
8........ 6 STRING DAVE
9.............................HOWIE

10...................KARAOKE
14................KIM E. COX
15................. CARI DELL
16.......... MARK EDENS
17...................KARAOKE
21.......................OAKLEY

22..... 6 STRING DAVE
23.........TRICIA PARISH
24...................KARAOKE
28................KIM E. COX
29...........MIKE SUNJKA
30.......... MARK EDENS
31...................KARAOKE

For more info call (719) 687-6277 • www.woodlandcountrylodge.com
723 U.S. Highway 24 West • Woodland Park

ne might think that my home is full
of books, stacked on every available
surface, piled in every corner. But I’m not
a “stuff” person — everything I own and
treasure could fit into the back of a pickup
truck. (My husband, however, is another
story; moving his possessions requires a large
moving van). What books I do own are much
more to me than the pages and printed words
— they are memories. On my bookshelf are
reminders of times past, of people and events
in my life that I can’t, and won’t, let go.
I have my grandmother’s well-worn and
stained 1950 edition of the Betty Crocker
Picture Cook Book. It brings back memories
of standing next to her in her kitchen watching her magically whip together flour, sugar,
and butter without the use of measuring cups
or spoons to create a heavenly berry cobbler
or pie. The memory is so strong that I can
almost smell what’s baking in her oven.
Next to it on my bookshelf is a copy of the
Centennial (1907-2007) Faygo® Sodapop
Recipe Book. I was a board member of a
professional landscape group in Michigan
and at one of our more contentious meetings,
a member of the group suddenly burst into
song with the lyrics from the Faygo® Redpop
commercial from our youth. We laughed until
we couldn’t breathe. The recipe book was a
parting gift from my landscape friends when I
re-located back to Colorado.
There is a copy of Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker’s autobiography on my bookshelf. My
father was an antique car enthusiast and his
1925 Rickenbacker 4-door Brougham was his
baby. When there was a car show coming up,
all four kids were each assigned a wheel and
we would diligently polish the wood spokes

under my father’s watchful eye.
I have the entire Little House on the Prairie series, the original copies that I received
when I was a child. I actually re-read those
now and then, curled up with a blanket just
like I did many years ago when I needed to
escape to my bedroom away from my crazy
brothers and sister.
I also have the entire Harry Potter series,
as do both of my sons who were huge fans.
There was no getting away from buying
three copies of the book; one for each of us. I
refused to stay up to purchase the new book
when it was first released at midnight, but
I was willing to get up early to drive to the
store to buy three copies and lots of snacks.
One of my sons would start reading the new
book aloud on the drive home, then everyone
settled in to read on their own. It was an event
at our house — we read all day.
The books that belong to my husband
are mostly hockey-themed, One Hundred
Years of Hockey, Nineteen: A Salute to Steve
Yzerman, 99: My Life in Pictures: Wayne
Gretzky, and the like. There is also a copy
of Hockey for Dummies that I purchased
when we first started dating. I can recall him
telling me early on in our relationship about
how he first came to love hockey, standing
in front of the garage door at his childhood
home in Detroit while his older brothers
hurled hockey pucks at him. He played
recreational hockey for almost 40 years as,
no surprise, a goalie.
Sometimes it is not the contents of a book
that touches us, but what a book represents.
My bookshelf holds the past; it is the scrapbook of my life.
What’s on your bookshelf?

A Guffey Christmas

“Your Ultimate
Kitchen Outfitter”

by Flip Boettcher

photos by Flip Boettcher

Come see all the great
Home & Holiday Décor
we have for you.

I

f you are looking for something to do for
the holidays, Christmas in Guffey could
be just the thing. Strictly Guffey and The
Bakery at Strictly Guffey, both housed in
one building located just south of the Guffey
School on Main Street, will be having an
Open House on Sunday, Dec. 11 from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Local artists will be giving demonstrations
throughout the day and there will be discounts
offered in the gift shop, Strictly Guffey, which
features only local Guffey artists.
The Bakery will be featuring holiday dessert specials as well as samples, hot chocolate
and cider, according to owner Dana Peters.
At 4 p.m. there will be a community tree
lighting and caroling. The tree is a live
tree located between Strictly Guffey and
the school. The tree will be decorated with
lights and ornaments made by the school
students. Strictly Guffey and The Bakery
are open Wednesday through Sunday from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. for breakfast and lunch.
On Dec. 5, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., the
Freshwater Saloon, located on the south side
of Guffey on 8th Street, will be having a
tree lighting as well with ornament making,

Gift baskets also available.

Located downtown Woodland Park
(next to the Antler Arch – Hwy 24)
719-748-1134 or 719-439-0964

Strictly Guffey owner Dana Peters in her old shop before moving to her new location on
Main Street.

tree decorating and
lighting, according to
Freshwater so-owner
Betty Cain. The
Freshwater is open
Wednesday through
Sunday.
The Rolling
Thunder Cloud Café,
located on Canon
Street which parallels
Main Street, features
an artisan’s gallery
for gift shopping as
well as their smoked
meat specialties and
Wayne’s famous pies.
Wayne and Geordi
Walston are owners of
the Café. Café hours
Dana Peters on the right with Donavon Johnson in front of are Saturday through
Strictly Guffey and The Bakery on Main Street. Wednesday from 8

a.m. to 4 p.m.
Also in Guffey is the Bull Moose Restaurant and Bar, located on Canon Street
and 8th Street, across from the Freshwater.
The Bull Moose has gourmet meals, a full
bar and live entertainment. Fall hours are:
Friday open at 5 p.m., Saturday open 11
a.m., Sunday open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Monday open at 5 p.m. Call 719-689-4199
or visit their website www.thebullmooseinguffey.com.
Strictly Guffey offers classes and workshops, too. The December classes will feature: Introduction to Silver Jewelry on Dec. 4,
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.; Coloring on Fabric on Dec.
17, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and Setting Stones in
Silver Jewelry on Dec. 18, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Contact the shop for more information: 719286-8589 or strictlyguffey@gmail.com.
“Join us for the fun and get your gift shopping done in Guffey at the Open House.”
said Peters.

Love Patience Acceptance
Respect Humor Community
404 N. State Highway 67
PO Box 4777, Woodland Park, CO 80866
719-687-3000 • www.daybreakadp.com
Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

Your Teller/Park County

Door Design Consultant is:

Andrew Sample 719-290-8550
email: andrew.aod@hotmail.com
Ask for Teller/Park County Discount

www.WeDoGarageDoors.com

719-538-9900

New Doors • Broken Springs
• Broken Cables •
Sales • Service • Installation
Emergency Service 24/7
4336 N. Nevada Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80907
*Intersection of Garden of the Gods Rd. and Austin Bluffs Pkwy*

136 W. Highway 50, Salida, CO 81201
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Water is Life

LOVE-LIGHT-PEACE!

Come see us at the Christmas Boutique!
December 10th • 9am-4pm

Water Protectors continue to stand strong

Park & Recreation Building • 575 Ash Ave • Cañon City

Gift Ideas at Hilltop

by Kathy Hansen

photos by Diana Crow-Wheel

CHRISTMAS GIFT BUNDLE

2-3/4 lb. New York Strip Steak
4-6 oz. Bacon wrapped Pork Chops
2-16 oz. Rib Steaks

SPECIAL GIFT PRICE:

49

$

99

$11.09/lb.
5lbs total
to ensure we make it special, please call ahead and give our elves plenty of time.

TRIM-THE-TREE SNACK PACK

1/2 lb. Jalapeno/Swiss
SPECIAL GIFT PRICE:
1/2 lb. Capicola
1 lb. Genoa Salami
$ 99 $7.63/lb.
2.5lbs total
1/2 lb. Sharp Cheddar
ANYONE WOULD LIKE A HILLTOP GIFT CERTIFICATE!

Organic Foods | Local Produce | Gluten-Free | Grass-Fed Beef | Pet Food

719-687-9851

790 Red Feather Lane • Woodland Park
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 10am-5pm

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!

Gold Hill Wine & Liquor
Wine and Beer tasting
every Friday 5-7pm.
Free food and music.
Gold Hill South Shopping Center
797 Gold Hill South • 719-687-9149
Check us out on facebook@ GoldHillLiquor.com

FOR COST-EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING
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A yurt is like living in the lap of luxury...
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The Ute Country News is
delivered to every box holder in
Divide, Florissant, Lake George,
Guffey, Hartsel and Jefferson. That’s NEARLY 7,000
Teller and Park County residents every month!

The
Short
Drive
That
Goes
A
Long
Way!

Specialist in Asian Antiques
103 W. Main St. • Florence, CO

... compared to makesift tarp dwellings that can be the only respite from the North
Dakota November wind

$129.99

Make your own
wine from your juice
or our juice kits!
Great Gift Ideas!.

$129.99

A good selection of different beer kits, from ales to lagers.
Lots of books for new ideas.
ALL YOUR BAKING NEEDS: HERSHEY’S BAKING CHIPS
• TONE’S SPICES • ANISE OIL • GLUTEN-FREE INGREDIENTS

1409 SOUTH NINTH ST.
CANON CITY, COLORADO
(719)-275-2822
HILLTOPMARKET.NET
Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-7pm • Sun 10am-5pm WE ACCEPT COLORADO QUESTCARD AND MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

find it in

Florence
Antique
Mall

You can find us at over 160 distribution points and
newspaper boxes from Manitou Springs to Breckenridge
including Cripple Creek and Victor. You can also find us in
Fremont and Chaffee Counties from Florence to Salida,
including Buena Vista!
Look for the boxes as blue as the Colorado sky! That’s a total
distribution of 16,000 papers a month. Call 719-686-7393, or email
us at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com for more info or to reserve
your advertising space.

in the SkillsUSA Robotics Urban Rescue
Challenge this spring which will be held
in late February at Pikes Peak Community
College.”
Next year the Colorado Springs Metro
Area is going to set up their own hub and
volunteers are needed to help the BEST
Robotics organization organize the competition. WPHS Robotics team is also looking for mentors to help in its activities. If
interested in being a mentor or sponsoring
the team in their next robotics competition,
please contact Gary Adamson, gadamson@
wpsdk12.org or 719-686-2144.
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Food
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Legends & Lace antiques

The Rare, The Unique & Everything In Between
131A West Main Street
Florence, CO 81226
Custom Lamp Shades
719-784-2274

Hand Sewn
Consignments Welcome
Sarah@HatsandShades
BySarah.com

Formerly Iron Gate - New Owner
Great Vendor Booth Rates

CHAFFEE

24

�

CUCINA PRO PIZZELLE IRON ........................ $49.99
IMPERIA PASTA MAKER ............................ $69.99
CUCINA PRO RAVIOLI MAKER TRAY (makes 12) ... $18.99

HILLTOP HAS BEER & WINE KITS

itol
“the antique cap
of Colorado”

Distribution
Points

• The neighbors who get the mail while you’re on vacation
• The hairdresser who rescues you before the class reunion
• The sweet friend who pours you coffee when you are grouchy
• Any special person deserves a special “Thank-You”

Colorado’s
best
kept
secret!
LORENCE

F

The Box!
EL PASO

LAKE

Fairplay

80456
Jefferson

oodland Park High School’s
Robotics Team recently participated in the BEST (Boosting
Engineering Science and Technology) Robotics Competition where
they were awarded 3rd place out
of 19 teams; just one slot from
qualifying for Regionals.
The theme of the competition
was “Bet the Farm” and featured
an Agribusiness model of competition. It was held at Englewood
High School.
“Our team worked in class as
well as every Saturday for six
weeks to build their robot,” said
Gary Adamson, WPHS teacher and robotics coach. “We had over 36 members show
up to the competition on Game Day.” Also
coached by Armando Quintana, WPHS
Robotics team was sponsored by BELFOR Property Restoration out of Colorado
Springs and HDAero Engineering based in
Woodland Park.
“We would like to extend a huge thanks to
BELFOR Property Restoration and HDAero
Engineering for their contributions as it
really helped in supporting our team,” Adamson added. “We are planning to compete

This sign says it all.

INSID

285

WPHS Robotics Team
wins 3rd Place
W

Vendor Space Available

Breckenridge

9

iana Crow-Wheel was willing to travel
to North Dakota to support the Water
Protectors on November 20, 2016. She provides a brief update on the Dakota Access
Pipeline, which is intended to cross under
the Missouri River twice and Mississippi
twice posing a threat to Mother Earth’s water supply. Look for our update next month.
The Water Protectors peacefully protest to
protect the water and to uphold their rights
to the land, even though imminent domain
has already been declared.
The Water Protectors peacefully protest in
frigid conditions. Makeshift shelters, tipis,
and yurts offer a break from the never-ending
wind. The only source of heat is bon fires.
All food must be brought in. They sacrifice
comforts of home to stand united in greater
numbers so their voice cannot be denied.
If you cannot go there in person, you can
still help. Conserve water. Contact your
representatives and let them know you can
live six minutes without air and only three
days without water. Say a prayer for the
Water Protectors and for Mother Earth. Drop
a donation at One Nation Walking Together
3150 N. Nevada Avenue, Colorado Springs,
CO 80907 Tuesdays through Fridays.
The message is simple: water is life!

ThinkE

SUMMIT
�

D

Peaceful protesters on the line.

19

Come IN & SEE all the wonderful selections available

B H
lue

Blue Spruce Gallery
Art and Antiques

“The Best of Both Worlds”
Fine Art and Crafts,
Select Antiques in a Victorian Setting

205 West Main, Florence, CO
719-784-1339 bluespruceart.com

Taking Orders for Smoked Prime Rib for Christmas

401 East Main Street Florence, CO 81226 719-784-7500

eron

Antiques, Arts & Gifts

Barb
Folger

125 East Main Street
Florence, Colorado
blueheron125@gmail.com
Like Us on
719-784-7398
Facebook Website: www.williesantiques.com

Heartland Antiques & Gifts

Antique Warehouse

Vintage Lighting &
Western Accoutrements
Virginia Lindley-Brunn • Michael Brunn

110 E. Main Street • Florence, CO

TINY DETAILS
BY
P
orcelain Affair

EST. 2012

• Antique Dolls •
• Dollhouse Accessories •
• Handmade and Vintage •

719.372.1016 • mvh876@gmail.com 305 W. Main Street • Florence • 719-289-5196
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Stegosaurus: Colorado’s State
Fossil

A Mountain Seed:
Listen

by Jessica Kerr

T

he morning is quiet; the bright landscape
lies under a hushed silence. Sunlight
dances in bright beams off of the glowing
snow, thick upon the ground. Snow-clad fir
trees, most finely dressed and gargantuan in
height, tower above the icy streets. Houses
line the road, silent too, except for the warm
light smiling from small windows.
Chimneys puff smoke into the frozen
air. The breeze blows frosty crystals off of
the branches of trees and sets them into a
dance. Suddenly, a branch gives way and the
powder falls to the ground, thumping softly.
The branch bobs up and down, shaking off
the last remnants of frost. It stands out stark
green against its snow covered brothers.
My feet sink into the soft powder. As I step,
the zig-zag soles of my boots leave impressions and the snow crunches softly. The
antique sleigh bells I’ve tied to my boots jingle
softly. Exhaling, my lungs push warm air into
the chilled atmosphere. It hangs in front of my
nose for a moment before disappearing.
Frolicking by my side, Ryley pulls and
tugs on his leash, leaping to and fro friskily,
disturbing the fresh snow. He is a full-blood
border collie, the color of rich chocolate, and

by Destin Bogart
full of energy. He leaps, he bounds, and he
pauses — front legs on the ground, tail in the
air, wagging slightly. The snow on his face
gives him a mask like a robber; his whiskers
quiver and he looks me intently in the eye. A
small woof and he bounds off again.
From down the alley children’s voices
shout and giggle. They, too, are wearing
snow boots, warm coats, and brightly colored hats and gloves. A handful of children
and their parents pass us on the sidewalk.
They look down and point: Ryley’s feet
prance in the snow, partially because of the
powder, but mostly because of the vibrant
red shoes he is wearing.
“Look, mom! He’s got shoes like a sled
dog!” a child shrieks in delight.
The child’s father chuckles. “He’s even
prancing for you!”
Yes, my dog is wearing snow boots. They
prevent frostbite and frowns.
It must be 20 degrees outside, but even so, I
am warm because of my thick hat and my boots
that jingle. Suddenly, a sharp skirling noise
bursts from across the street. Ryley wheels
around to look, and so do I. At the small yarn
and gift shop, a man stands holding a bagpipe:

tartan, kilt and all. We stand for a
few seconds, listening and observing. Ryley quickly loses interest,
and resumes sniffing at the ground,
ears pinned back in annoyance at the
highland music. I, however, pause
and listen. I love bagpipes.
We walk on. Even further down
the street more people mill about,
crossing the road and going from
building to building, brightly
dressed and cheerfully talking. I
keep on walking with Ryley by my
side, taking him out for his midmorning bathroom break. Later, I
plan on joining the gawkers and the
shoppers, the cheery and the jovial.
It is the day of the Christmas
Opening.
On this day, the first Saturday in
December, shops open and entice
chilled visitors with the inviting
warmth of their offices, hot apple cider and cocoa, and special
chocolate candies. One building
is set aside, filled with twinkling
Christmas trees. Bright orange strips of paper

Community Fellowship of Christians,
Lake George, Colorado

presents a Christmas musical:

Stegosaurus stenops, from
the Late Jurassic of North America,
pencil drawing by Nobu Tamura.
Image license through the courtesy
of Creative Commons.

A
are sold by the forest service, eager to be
wrapped around the trunk of a wild Christmas
tree. Musicians play on the street corners and
people everywhere can be heard laughing.
When it gets dark, illuminated floats are pulled
down Main Street and the clopping of hooves
echo around the old buildings.
After Ryley’s walk, we go inside. I undo
his harness and remove his red boots. Pulling my fingers from their warm gloves, I
dry his snow-drenched fur with an old green
towel. Quickly, I run upstairs and grab my
wallet, pull my gloves back on, and rush out
the door. Closing the garden gate, I glance
at the living room window and I can see
the white stripe on Ryley’s face, his nose
pressed up against the glass, fogging it. If
only I could take him everywhere with me.

Everything important
we have to learn for
ourselves: love, hope,
kindness, generosity,
faith, peace, joy... no
one else can teach
it to us; we have to
catch it for ourselves.
As I walk, I can hear the bagpipe birl and
drone. Snow crunches crisply below my feet.
Jingling, the bells on my boots sway to the
rhythm of my stride. With friends, I skate and
slip on the ice-covered street and we tumble
together into a small, cozy bookstore where
we will search for the perfect gift.
Something I hadn’t fully realized then
was how much of a gift we already had. Bil
Keane, the man who is responsible for the
funny Family Circle cartoons, has said it
well: “Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a
mystery, and today is a gift from God; that is
why we call it the present.”
It is a true gift to the soul, being raised in
the most beautiful part of God’s creation...
surrounded by soaring peaks, towering trees,
and swirling snow.
We can all simply know things. Ideas
and opinions can be given to us and we can
know them in our head, but it is only after
experience that we can truly have a sense
of knowing in our hearts. It is one thing to
simply know, another to understand. It must
become a part of who we are. Everything
important we have to learn for ourselves:
love, hope, kindness, generosity, faith,
peace, joy... no one else can teach it to us;
we have to catch it for ourselves.
This time of year we are pressed to look
only at the surface. So in this time of year,
when so much grabs for our attention,
remember one thing: we are also coaxed to
believe the unbelievable. This season of hope,
I urge you to think about those important
things. Forget the lights, the sounds, the gifts,
and yes, even the snow which we wait for
so eagerly. Forget all of that. Focus on the
inside, on the things you have yet to learn
with your heart. Focus on finding the unbelievable. Take advantage of the silence snow
provides to listen. The silence is there if you
are willing to see it. Let your heart listen this
Christmas — for who you are meant to be.

s the state dinosaur of Colorado and one
of the most iconic members of Dinosauria, Stegosaurus has earned this spot due to
its fascinating history and its large number
of fossil remains that allow paleontologists
to understand more about Stegosaurus than
other dinosaur genera that have a more fragmentary fossil record.
The first remains of Stegosaurus were uncovered during a period in the late 1870s known as,
“The Bone Wars,” which intensified the collection efforts between two rival paleontologists
— Othniel Charles Marsh and Edward Drinker
Cope. Marsh initially discovered Stegosaurus
in 1877 near Morrison, Colorado. Marsh first
thought those remains belonged to a turtle-like
animal, but soon revised this finding as more
Stegosaurus fossils were unearthed.

O.C. Marsh’s 1891 illustration of
Stegosaurus ungulatus. Paleontologists
now place the arrangement of the back
plates in two alternating rows and
oriented vertically.
The largest Stegosaurus could stand four
meters (12 feet) high at the tallest back plate
and could reach lengths of up to nine meters
(~30 feet). But the size alone is not what sets
Stegosaurus apart from the other animals it
shared its ecosystem with; rather the plates
that line the spine of Stegosaurus make this
dinosaur recognizable to everyone. Yet the
plates remain an enigma; paleontologists
have put forth many theories regarding how
the plates are positioned. When Othniel
Marsh first found the remains, he thought the
plates lay flat against the body like the armor
of a Pangolin (looks like a scaly anteater).
Through the years, paleontologists have refined the theory regarding the exact configuration of these plates, which went from two
lines of identical plates on the back, to one
row of plates that alternate. Scientists now
place the arrangement of the back plates in
two alternating rows and oriented vertically.
What these plates were used for is still up for
debate and has remained so since the animal’s
discovery. Robert Bakker, a world-renowned
paleontologist and curator of the Houston
Museum of Nature and Science, speculates the
plates of Stegosaurus were the inside, or core,
of a bigger plate made of keratinous material.
Bakker also suggests these plates were semimovable and the animal used them as a defense,
splaying them out to the sides to deter predators
from coming too close. Other scientists have
claimed the back plates were used to attract a
mate or to control body temperature.
Even if the plates of Stegosaurus were not
used for defense, Stegosaurus carried with
it four spike-like osteoderms (bone embedded in the skin) on the end of its tail. These
spikes (informally called thagomizers) bent
out to the sides and backward and were
likely an incredible defense against many
large predators of the Morrison Formation.
In 2014, Robert Bakker found a large open
hole in the lower-front portion of the pelvis of
a mounted Allosaurus skeleton at the Glenrock
Paleontological Museum. The hole fits the tail
spike of a Stegosaurus. This is evidence of
just how formidable the tail of a Stegosaurus
was as a defensive weapon when it struck

the crotch of an Allosaurus. Evidence suggests bacteria, broken bone, and other debris
remained in the wound, causing an infection
that eventually killed the animal. According to
Robert Bakker, “A massive infection ate away
a baseball-sized sector of the bone, probably
this infection spread upwards into the soft
tissue attached here, the thigh muscles and
adjacent intestines and reproductive organs.”
The brain of Stegosaurus, although not
quite walnut-sized, was unusually small
compared to its body mass. So far, Stegosaurs claims the smallest brain size to body
mass of any other dinosaur. This small
brain presented a problem — how could it
survive without more intelligence? It seems
the large plates on its back and the spikes
of its thagomizer were keys to its survival
against predators. Also, Stegosaurus behavior played a role. Paleontologist Matthew
Mossbrucker discovered in 2007, footprints
of adult, juvenile, and hatchling specimens
in the Morrison Formation that suggest
Stegosaurs stayed together in small groups,
most likely for protection against predators.
Stegosaurus is the rhinoceros of the Late
Jurassic as it was both an herbivore and highly
dangerous to anything it perceived as a threat.
Stegosaurus died out near the end of the Jurassic, leaving only fossils and footprints as a
reminder of its existence. However, paleontologists can, using fossils and a little bit of educated guesswork, begin to understand how this
animal behaved, how it lived, and how it died.
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Community Fellowship of Christians
39633 Hwy. 24, Lake George • 719-748-5552

Christmas Eve
Candle Light Service

at Community Fellowship
of Christians,
Lake George, Colorado.

We invite you to join
us as we celebrate
the birth of our Lord
and Savior,
Jesus Christ.
Service begins at
6:00 p.m. with
refreshments
afterwards.

D

estin Bogart is 16 years old and
ever since he can remember he has
had a passion for paleontology. He is an
Earth Science Scholar with the Colorado
Springs Mineralogical Society and is a
junior IB World Student at Pueblo West
High School. Destin is planning a career
in vertebrate paleobiology.
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617 West Midland Ave.
Woodland Park, CO

Kendall Sigmon • Store Manager

(719) 217-6799
Swedish • Deep Tissue • Aromatherapy
Hot Stones • Skin Care
Credit Cards Accepted

Certified Medical
Massage Practitioner
Licensed Esthetician
Licensed & Insured

www.AutumnLeavesMassageTherapy.com
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Andersen
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PAck n shiP

743 Gold Hill Place, Woodland Park, CO 80863
Phone: 719-686-5577 Fax: 719-686-5578

info@AndersenPackNShip.com • www. AndersenPackNShip.com

PAck • shiP • Print • Plus
other business services
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Matt Keuhlen
General Manager

9

DominoÕ s Pizza
Inﬂated Dough, Inc.
605 W. Midland Ave.
Woodland Park, CO 80863
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Cell: (719) 306-3747
dp6355cos@hotmail.com

615 West Midland Ave. • Woodland Park

Phone for show times: (719)687-3555
4

12

Jen LeFevre, M.Ed.

16

Massage Therapist LMT, BCTMB
ACSM Certified Exercise Physiologist EP-C

28

Swedish - Thai Yoga - Chair
Deep Tissue - Sports - Pregnancy
Myofascial Release

18

Merry Christmas from our family to yours.

Gold Hill Wine & Liquor
Tastings, Food, and Music
Every Friday 5 to 7 PM

Gold Hill South Shopping Center
797 Gold Hill South

719-687-9149

36

47

37

49

Gold Hill
Wine &
Liquor

Rock Shop

Experience the Difference

620-217-1033
zenjenmassagetherapy@gmail.com

Pet
Portraits

719-799-0802
35

26

15

8

Art Classes

Art School
and
Gallery

The Sherwin-Williams Company
717 Gold Hill Place, Woodland Park, CO 80863
sw7371@sherwin.com
Ph: 719-687-6800 Fax: 719-687-4509

Jennifer E. Gould, LMT

Above the
The Game Store
Ground

Gems and Minerals • Mine Direct Wholesale to the Public

729 Gold Hill Place
(City Market Parking Lot)

633 W. Midland Ave.
Woodland Park, CO

Hours: Tuesday-Sunday 10am-6pm

29

Cake decorating
party options
PARTY ROOM with

Birthday, Baby/Wedding Showers or Meeting.

Contact us for more details!!

5

HAIR CUTTING FOR MEN.

13

“QUALITY SERVICE YOU
CAN’T REFUSE!”
WISE GUYS!
BARBER
SHOP

719-687-4094

110 South Elm • Woodland Park, CO
Jeff Nudiano • Thomas Carmody
Open Monday-Friday 9am-7pm
Saturday 9am-3pm • Sunday 10am-4pm

Discounts for Active Military, Police, and Fire Personnel.

~ Kenpo Martial Arts

19
31

~ Personal Training
~ HIGH Intensity
Boxing Self
Defense Classes
~ 30 Minute Workout
~ Boxing Basics

The Premier Self Defense & Personal Training Studio in Teller County

735 Gold Hill Pl S • (719) 930-6365

40

Duracoat / Cerakote
& Hydro Dipped Camo’s
Custom Made Kydex
Holsters and Knife Sheaths
Ammo, Tactical Gear
and Accessories.
FFL Dealer, Seller
and Trader in Firearms

759 Gold Hill Place SoutH
Woodland Park • colorado • 719 686-5699

50

Teller
County
Republicans

783 Gold Hill Place
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AmeriCorps serves
Habitat’s Clock Tower
A

Happy Holidays
from Woodland Park School District

Family Restaurant

team of AmeriCorps National Civilian
Community Corps (NCCC) members is
serving with Habitat for Humanity of Teller
County to renovate an old hotel into nine,
affordable housing condos for local families.
The group of 11 young adults arrived on November 4th and will
be serving in Woodland Park
through December 16th.
While in town, the
AmeriCorps NCCC
team is assisting
Habitat for Humanity of Teller County,
whose mission is to
bring people together
to build strength,
stability, and self-reliance through shelter.
Habitat for Humanity
is a non-profit organization that provides their new
homeowners with no or low
interest financing. Their commitment to building decent, stable housing
provides homeowners with stability, dignity,
health and safety, and increases educational
and job prospects.
Over the course of this six-week project,
this AmeriCorps NCCC team will be involved in various aspects of home renovation at Habitat’s Clock Tower Condos build
site at 222 E. Henrietta Ave in Woodland
Park, Colorado, including dry walling,
painting, flooring, interior trim work, setting
doors, setting cabinets, siding, and landscaping, for the nine units for local families.
“Habitat applied for a team to facilitate
a concerted effort to get the project done
as soon as possible to get families in their
homes,” said Violet Hanratty, Habitat for
Humanity of Teller County’s Volunteer
Coordinator.
“When many question what the youth of
today are doing for America, I get to see it
firsthand everyday through the actions of
AmeriCorps NCCC! I experience these hardworking young people giving of their hearts,
hands, & their voices to make a better place
to live for their fellow human beings. They
have come from every corner of America to
our little community to give nine families a
very special place to call HOME”, said Jamie
Caperton, Habitat’s executive director.
The AmeriCorps team also participated in
Habitat’s Colorado Gives Day campaign rally
at the Clock Tower Condos project on Tuesday, November 29th. Colorado Gives Day is
a one-day online fundraising campaign taking
place throughout Colorado on Tuesday, December 2nd, encouraging Colorado residents
to give where they live during the year-end,
holiday season.
The November 29th rally, was held in
conjunction with the nationwide Giving
Tuesday celebration and was be led by Habitat’s executive director, Jamie Caperton and
Woodland Park’s Mayor, Neil Levy.

AmeriCorps NCCC first served with Habitat for Humanity of Teller County in 2015.
Since then, two teams previously served
more than 6,000 hours with the organization.
While here they will also volunteer their
time with many other worthwhile
non-profit organizations in the
Woodland Park community
including the Lighter Side
of Christmas Parade,
Holiday Home Tour,
and others. “When
you see them, please
thank them for their
generous service to
our community,” said
Caperton.
This is the first of
several projects to
be completed by this
AmeriCorps NCCC team.
They began their term of
service on October 11, 2016
with three weeks of training at the
Denver regional hub. After December 17th,
they will travel to a series of other six- to
12-week projects in communities throughout
the Central and Southwestern United States.
They will graduate from the 10-month program on July 14, 2017.
AmeriCorps NCCC is a full-time, residential, national service program in which
up to 2,200 young adults serve nationwide
annually. During their 10-month term, Corps
Members – all 18 to 24 years old – work on
teams of eight to 12 on projects that address
critical needs. Traditional NCCC members work on a variety of different six- to
12-week-long projects related to natural and
other disasters, infrastructure improvement,
environmental stewardship and conservation, energy conservation, and urban and
rural development. Members of FEMA
Corps, a branch of NCCC, focus their projects exclusively on emergency management
work in partnership with the Federal Emergency Management Agency. The Southwest
Region campus in Denver is one of five
regional hubs in the nation and serves eight
states in the central and southwest parts of
the country. The other campuses are located
in Baltimore, Md., Vinton, Iowa, Vicksburg,
Miss., and Sacramento, Calif.
In exchange for their service, Corps Members receive $5,815 to help pay for college,
or to pay back existing student loans. Other
benefits include a small living stipend, room
and board, travel, leadership development,
increased self-confidence, and the knowledge that, through active citizenship, people
can indeed make a difference. AmeriCorps
NCCC is administered by the Corporation
for National and Community Service. The
Corporation improves lives, strengthens
communities, and fosters civic engagement
through service and volunteering. For more
information about AmeriCorps NCCC, visit
the website at www.americorps.gov/nccc.

American Legion Post 171’s
Home restoration project
by Rich Ingold and Steven Wade Veatch

Andrew Smith and members of the American Legion, standing in front of Smith’s
Cripple Creek home, are checking out the progress of making his home habitable.
Andrew is the second person from the left.

T

he Victor–Cripple Creek American
Legion Post 171 has a proud tradition
of serving veterans in the community since
1934. Most recently, Post 171 took on their
biggest challenge yet. They are helping
Andrew Smith, an honorably discharged
four-year Marine Corp veteran with a 100
percent disability. Andrew is also the sole
legal parent of his seven-year-old son who
has muscular dystrophy.
In the recent past, an organization came
to help him refurbish his house. They did a
partial job and left the house uninhabitable.
Andrew and his son are currently living with
Andrew’s mother in Oklahoma, but they want
to return to their home in Cripple Creek.
Post 171 is leading the project of restoring
Andrew’s home and making it handicap accessible for his son. This project will involve
a lot of work by licensed tradespeople and
experienced volunteers, building materials,
and financial resources.

Post members are currently raising funds
and working on the house. Work has already
begun to bring the lot up to grade and minimize the length of the handicap ramp while
complying with ADA requirements.
His experiences in Iraq forever changed Andrew’s life, and with the added responsibilities
of raising a child with a disabling disease, it’s
our turn and our privilege to extend a helping
hand to him. Post members are working hard
and looking forward to the day when Andrew
and his son will be able to return home.
Any help others can provide in supporting
this important work or in spreading the word
about this project will be one more step
toward Andrew and his son returning to their
home in Cripple Creek.
Donors may make a tax-deductible
donation to the American Legion Post 171,
P.O. Box 604, Cripple Creek, CO 80813 or
visit the Go Fund Me site at https://www.
gofundme.com/7h-Andrews-home.

WPHS Cheerleaders
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Winter ducks and geese
by Jeff Tacey

photo by Jason Havens

Merry Christmas!
From all of us.

We will be Closed Christmas Day, Re-open Monday at 6am

Weekly SpecialS:

Mon – Salisbury Steak
Tue – Monterey Chicken
(Nov. 22nd to Dec. 27th)
Wed – Italian Specialties

Thu – Corned Beef Rueben
Fri – Papa Bear’s Meatloaf
Homemade Soups Daily!

111 E. Midland Avenue • Woodland Park • 719-687-5912

Massage
Chairs

W

ith it finally getting colder and duck
season closed in Teller and Park Counties as of November 28th it’s time to hunt
eastern Colorado. Duck season opens again
here on December 24th, but the water is frozen by then. You have until January 29th to
hunt ducks and February 12th to hunt geese.
In Northeast Colorado try Atwood SWA
(State Wildlife Area) on the South Platte
River, which has one-half mile of river access to hunt ducks and geese. Bravo SWA,
just to the east has six miles of river bottom
to set decoys. If the area reservoirs are
frozen, the waterfowl will frequent the river
more. Years ago a friend and I shot mergansers and wood ducks here.
A favorite of mine in this area is North
Sterling State Park. The southeast corner of
the reservoir has a walk-in area where pass
shooting is good for Canadian geese; 1,000
to 5,000 can winter here each year. First and
last light are your best times.
In Southeast Colorado try Rocky Ford
SWA, decoying and calling on the Arkansas
River will bring in ducks. Meredith Reservoir also holds ducks and geese. Find some
brush or tall grass to hide in and set your
decoys.
The east end of John Martin Reservoir is
a state park and the west is a SWA. A lot of

25% discount on all chemicals & filters
Bring in this ad to showroom to receive discount.

The author with three mallard and two
green winged teal.
waterfowl winter here. Hunting can be quite
good with some research.
Queens SWA has five reservoirs which
have good duck and goose hunting. Decoying, pass shooting are popular and pit blinds
are available.
Check the 2016 Colorado Waterfowl
guide and cpw.state.co.us/regulations for
rules at SWA and state parks.
Remember: the worse the weather, the
better the waterfowl hunting.
Maybe I’ll see you out there.

WPHS Cheer Team includes: Back Row from left: Rebecca Loy, Brooke Stein, Aurora
Betley-Rodabough, Lexus Ramirez, and Ava Kilby.
Middle Row from left: Head Coach Nicole Geniesse, Taylor Langlois, Lilian Rodarte,
Jadyn Bogenholm, Brooke Bowman, Mackenzie Mitchell, Abby Kiedinger, and Assistant
Coach Stefanie Merson.
Front Row from left: Cole McMurtry (co-captain), Julia Jones, Morgan Van Camp
(captain), Mackenzie Merson (captain), and Lauren Lambert (captain).

W

oodland Park High School Cheerleaders were named the Colorado Springs
Metro League 4A Champions in a recent
cheer competition held at WPHS. Competing against seven other teams, they were
judged on a 2½ minute routine to include
a 1-minute cheer that promoted crowd
involvement and a 1½ minute routine incor-

porating jumps, stunts, pyramid building,
and dance.
The team also won 2nd place at Rumble
at the Rockies competition at Air Academy
High School in Colorado Springs and will
be competing at the state level against 45 4A
and 5A co-ed cheer teams on Dec. 9 at the
Denver Coliseum.

Surf in the Wolverine
All Weather Pool!
Learning How To Surf In A
Swim Spa | Arctic Spas
View on www.youtube.com

6480 N. Academy Blvd.,
Colorado Springs

719-264-0112

WE GIVE SPECIAL DISCOUNTING TO MILITARY, POLICE, FIREFIGHTERS, EMERGENCY PERSONNEL & TEACHERS.
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WE BEAT MAIL ORDER PRICES

EVERY DAY
Local Gunsmith has over 50 Years Experience & Great Prices
NRA Conceal/Carry Classes
Ammo • Accessories
Military Surplus
Tactical
Target & Hunting Weapons
FFL Transfers
Insured

Open
Mon - Sat 9 - 6

687-3900
102 West Midland
(across from Hungry Bear)

SEND ‘EM... SHIP ‘EM... BUY ‘EM HERE!

Family Birthing Center receives
high marks in CDC survey
H
eart of the Rockies Regional Medical Center’s Family Birthing Center
exceeded both state and national standards
on a nationwide survey of maternity care
practices conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
Every two years, the CDC administers
the Maternity Practices in Infant Nutrition
and Care (mPINC) survey to all hospitals
and birth centers in the U.S. and its territories that routinely provide maternity care.
HRRMC was one of 2,582 facilities that
responded to the mPINC survey in 2015,
representing 82 percent of facilities across
the nation that provide maternity services.
The CDC calculated scores for every facility
and state and recently released that data. HRRMC’s total mPINC score was 90 out of 100,
an increase of six percent over 2013. Across
Colorado, the average score was 63 and the
national average mPINC score was 79.
A facility’s mPINC score is an overall
quality score that averages seven sub-scores
in areas such as labor and delivery care,
postpartum feeding of breastfed infants,

breastfeeding assistance and staff training.
Hospital routines can help or hinder new
mothers and babies while they are learning to
breastfeed, according to the CDC. Birth facility practices that create a supportive environment for breastfeeding begin prenatally and
continue through discharge. These practices
include newborns’ skin-to-skin contact with
their mothers, hospital staff teaching about
breastfeeding, and hospital staff encouraging
mothers and babies to room together.
“I am very proud of this accomplishment. It is a complete team effort involving
the physicians and nursing staff here in the
Family Birthing Center who are all very
committed to introducing and helping with
breastfeeding,” said Judy Smith, manager of
the Family Birthing Center. “We all spend
time on education and research to be sure we
are offering the most up-to-date information
and techniques to the moms.”
For more information about HRRMC’s
Family Birthing Center, call 719-530-2277
or visit hrrmc.com.

CSHF elects 2017 board ofﬁcers
T

he Colorado Springs Health Foundation has elected its 2017 slate of board officers:
Chair: BJ Scott, Secretary: Jon Medved, Treasurer: R. Thayer Tutt.
Other trustees include Kathy Boe, Debbie Chandler, Lynette Crow-Iverson, David Lord,
Zach McComsey and Mia Ramirez.
During 2016, its first year of grant-making, Colorado Springs Health Foundation awarded
44 grants totaling more than $2.6 million to El Paso and Teller County organizations and
collaborative efforts focused on improving access to care; addressing the primary care and
psychiatric provider workforce shortage; preventing suicide; or expanding school-based
healthy eating or active living initiatives for children and families.
The Colorado Springs Health Foundation was established in 2012 through the lease of
Memorial Health System to University of Colorado Health. The Foundation’s mission is to
provide grants that target immediate healthcare needs and encourage healthy living.

Law Office of

Kirk Garner
Family Law Attorney and Mediator
- Divorce
- Child Custody
- Child Support
- Relocation
General Civil Practice
- Contract Disputes
- Landlord/Tenant

Office located in the Pikes Peak Credit Union

719-687-6869 Woodland Park
4 Mile Auto Repair

720 W. Midland, Suite 201

HRRMC celebrates Milk
Donation and Outreach Center
H
eart of the Rockies Regional Medical Center is pleased to announce the
grand opening of their Mothers’ Milk Bank
(MMB) Donation and Outreach Center.
The new location is in the hospital’s Family
Birthing Center. An opening celebration was
held on Thursday, Nov. 10, 2016.
Dan and Megan Lombardo of Salida took
part in the opening and shared their personal
experience with MMB in Denver following
the birth of their daughter in 2013. “My milk
didn’t exactly come rushing in to greet her!”
said Megan Lombardo. They started to use
a supplemental nursing system with donor
human milk until Lombardo had an adequate
supply of her own. “Not only did MMB help
us when we needed it the most at the beginning, but they helped us go on to continue to
successfully breastfeed exclusively.”
HRRMC is one of two rural Colorado
donation and outreach centers for MMB, a
Colorado-based, nonprofit program benefiting
women and babies nationwide. Mothers in
our region can make a difference in babies’
lives by donating their excess milk to MMB.
HRRMC’s Family Birthing Center staff
will safely ship the milk donations to
MMB’s Denver facility, where it is pasteurized and distributed to babies across the

country whose mothers cannot supply sufficient milk for their needs.
“We are honored to be part of this amazing
program,” said Family Birthing Center Manager Judy Smith. “Donor human milk saves
the lives of fragile infants, and we are grateful
for the women who so generously donate.”
To learn more about MMB and its efforts to
provide milk to babies who need it nationwide,
visit www.milkbankcolorado.org. Women interested in giving the gift of donor human milk
may fill out the donation screening form on
MMB’s website or call 303-869-1888. For more
information about HRRMC’s milk donation and
outreach center opening, call 719-530-2417.
A nonproﬁt program of Rocky Mountain
Children’s Health Foundation, Mothers’
Milk Bank (MMB) collects, processes and
provides human donor milk to babies across
the country. Babies who receive the milk may
be premature or have severe illnesses and
need human milk to thrive. MMB consistently
provides more milk to neonatal intensive care
units than any other nonproﬁt milk bank in
North America and adheres to the strict guidelines of the Human Milk Banking Association
of North America. For more information on
MMB, visit www.milkbankcolorado.org.

IREA joins other utilities in
of Woodland Park Complete Auto Repair & Service Specialists warning of scams
719-687-1110 • 1027 E. Hwy 24 (next to Safeway fuel station)
Get ready for winter road conditions I
BRAKE
SERVICE

20

$

OFF

Regular Price

Any Brake Service of $10000 or More
Offer expires 12/31/16. Must present coupon to get this offer. Most vehicles. One coupon per customer per vehicle.
Minimum purchase of $100 required before sales tax and disposal fees. May not be used in combination with other coupons. No
other discounts apply. Will be deducted from participating retailer’s price at the time of purchase. Savings off regular price
or advertised price. Fluid disposal charge may apply. Additional charge for shop supplies, up to 7% or
$25 maximum, may be added. See store for complete details. We are a Napa Auto Care Center.
Financing now available w.a.c.

ntermountain Rural Electric Association
has joined dozens of electric, natural gas
and water providers in designating the third
Wednesday in November as Utilities United
Against Scams Day.
Utilities United Against Scams Day, which
fell on Nov. 16 this year, aimed to promote
customer awareness of the many scam attempts made by individuals impersonating
utility company representatives. Increased
awareness will help safeguard utility customers, which include people across all regions
and demographics. Scams in recent years have
increasingly taken the form of phone calls in
which the scammer, posing as a utility employee, threatens to disconnect service unless immediate payment is made, typically in the form
of prepaid debit cards. Scammers often target
commercial operations such as restaurants and
retail stores at peak business hours, during

which owners and managers cannot risk losing
electric, natural gas or water service.
As part of the effort to prevent scams,
IREA offered several precautions and tips:
• Do not assume the name and number on
your caller ID are legitimate.
• Never wire money to someone you
don’t know.
• IREA never demands a prepaid debit
card or money order to avoid immediate
disconnection.
• Immediately contact police and your utility if
you believe you have been targeted by a scam.
IREA is happy to provide additional information regarding both the Utilities United Against
Scams campaign and fraud prevention in general.
Feel free to contact Josh Liss, IREA Corporate
Affairs Manager, at 720-733-5543 or jbliss@irea.
coop if you would like more information.

Buying Mount Shavano’s Summit
by John Cameron

A

land purchase is set to close on some of
the highest real estate in the country. If
approved, Colorado Fourteener Initiative,
a Golden conservation organization, will
become the private owner of the summit of
14,325-foot-tall Mount Shavano.
Few people can say they own the top of
one of Colorado’s highest peaks, said Lloyd
Athearn, executive director of Colorado
Fourteener Initiative.
“Our goal with the purchase of the land is
the same as our mission across the state —
to provide sustainable summit routes to the
state’s fourteeners,” he said.
The purchase of about 40 acres of patented mining claims that include the summit
could provide legal access for hikers visiting
the top of the peak for the first time in more
than 100 years.
Hikers reaching the summit by way of the
standard route have likely trespassed unknowingly across the private mining claims.
“Right now the sellers are conceptually on
board with the idea of us purchasing the land
and have committed until the end of February
to close on the sale of the land, pending Colorado Fourteener Initiative board approval,”
said Athearn, who said he is optimistic about
the outcome of the land sale.
Mount Shavano can be seen from Salida and
is the southernmost fourteener in the Sawatch
Range. It is a prominent peak in the Upper
Arkansas Valley and consists of land predominantly managed by the U.S. Forest Service.
The process of purchasing the summit of
Mount Shavano has been several years in
the making, said Athearn.
A realization that the summit was privately held came about when the condition
of the current trail leading up to the peak
had deteriorated. An unplanned “social
trail” leading to the summit across private
property has experienced severe erosion in
sensitive alpine tundra, Athearn said.
During a 2011 assessment of summit trails
by Colorado Fourteener Initiative, the access
to Mount Shavano was given a grade of “F.”
Later assessments would downgrade that
rating even further to an “F-.”
Plans by the U.S. Forest Service to
improve the trail were put on hold because
the land was privately held, so Colorado
Fourteener Initiative set out to contact the
landowners and purchase their mining
claims, said Athearn.
Staff members at Colorado Fourteener
Initiative were able to track down the owners,
who lived in Colorado, Florida, and Arkansas
and held three key mining claims that are
without road access and reached only by hiking. “We ended with an Arkansas phone book
and called everyone with a name similar to
that of one of the owners,” said Athearn. After many tries, a living relative of the original
owner of a crucial claim was located.
After some convincing, a deal between the
three owners and CFI was reached, he said.
“We wanted them to know that we intended to buy their land so that we can build a
new summit trail on the mountain and have
no intentions to mine any of the parcels,”
said Athearn.
“We have the anticipated $40,500 needed
to buy the mining claims making us the
private owners of the land,” he said. The
transaction, if completed, would work out to
roughly $1,000 per high alpine acre.
In September, Athearn hiked the steep
trail up the side of Mount Shavano to see the
property for himself.

A map provided by Colorado Fourteener Initiative shows a proposed reroute for the standard summit trail of Mount Shavano. After
trail improvements are made, Lloyd Athearn, executive director of Colorado Fourteener Initiative, said nearly 40 acres of privately
held land, indicated by yellow lines, would be given to the U.S. Forest Service. courtesy of Colorado Fourteener Initiative.

Julie Anderson, a hiker from Salida, takes in the views near the summit of 14,325-foottall Mount Shavano. The summit of the peak could be privately owned by Golden
Conservation group Colorado Fourteener Initiative through a land deal expected to
close early next year. For more than 100 years, hikers reaching the summit by the
standard route have had to trespass across private mining claims, likely unknowingly.
photo by John Cameron.
The land in question stretches across a
gentle saddle just below the final summit. A
steeper portion of land, where the bulk of the
erosion problem exists, is just below the saddle
at the top of the steep drainage that forms the
familiar “Angel of Shavano” snow formation.
“We had some analysis done to ensure
that the mining claims are not subject to
some environmental concern,” said Athearn.
Mining in the area does not appear to have
taken place in many years, if at all, he said.
While further researching the property, maps showing private land on Mount
Shavano had proven to be inaccurate. “I was
able to find, after scouring the side of the
mountain, a property corner indicated with
an old wooden survey post from 1902. The
revelation meant that even more of the pri-

vate land would be in sensitive areas crucial
for summit access than previously thought,”
Athearn said, noting it was an exciting find
for the conservation organization.
Funding for the land was secured through
multiple private means. The estate of Boulder
outdoor enthusiast Michael O’Brien and the
Fort Worth nonprofit Meta Alice Keith Bratten Foundation pledged a combined $35,000
for the acquisition. Additional funds came in
the form of micro donations, said Athearn.
Colorado Fourteeners Initiative plans to
work with the U.S. Forest Service to establish a sustainable route to the summit of
Mount Shavano for public access.
“Once we have completed the trail reconstruction and restoration process, CFI plans to
donate these lands to the U.S. Forest Service

so that they become part of the publicly
owned fourteener trail system,” said Athearn.
Even after the land is handed over, not all
of Colorado’s fourteener summits would be
on public land.
Culebra Peak, a 14,053-foot summit near
the New Mexico border, is the only other
privately owned fourteener summit. The
peak is within the 77,000-acre Cielo Vista
Ranch, and Texas millionaires Bobby Hill
and Richard Welch, who own the ranch,
charge hikers more than $100 each to attempt to reach the summit.
“We don’t have any intention to mine the
land or limit public access,” said Athearn.
Colorado’s 54 peaks that are 14,000 feet
or higher attract thousands of hopeful hikers
each year. In 2015, an estimated 260,000
hikers visited the state’s highest peaks.
The Sawatch Range, during the same
year, saw approximately 95,000 hikers, and
Mount Shavano alone saw 5,000 to 7,000
visitors in 2015. Summit totals for the peak
are harder to estimate because the summit is
often hiked along with nearby Tabeguache
Peak, 14,155 feet.
For their part, Chaffee County commissioners elected to contribute $2,500 to trail
reconstruction underway on Mount Columbia and other trails in Chaffee County during
a meeting at the end of October.
“We are excited to own the summit of one
of these peaks, even if only for a few years,”
said Athearn.
If the purchase is approved CFI board
members, hikers on Mount Shavano will
see few changes in the coming years.
Because much of the reroute and trail
improvements would take place on federal
land, changes to the trail will undergo an
environmental impact study and procedures
dictated by the National Environmental
Policy Act, said Athearn.
“We are interested to see what can be
learned from a comprehensive study of the
area and would follow those recommendations on the privately held land,” he said.
Following the assessment, which could
take up to two years, trail construction on a
new summit route would begin.

Merry Christmas from our family to yours
please come by and visit us!

UTE PASS GIFTS &

TRADING CO.

GEMS

• holiday hours: open 7 days per WeeK in december!
• uhaul dealer - above Ground Water tanKs
• carry the finest feed for your pets and livestocK
• propane sales • chainsaW sharpeninG

LARGE
SELECTION OF
CHAINSAW
CARVINGS,
ROCKS AND
GEMS

8775 & 8785 W. Hwy 24-Cascade

• rocks and gems
• gold panning supplies
• metal art
• gifts
• handcrafted art
• custom signs
• outdoor furniture and
aluminum animals

(719) 687-6371

www.utepasstrading.com
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Just The Facts

CUSP’s impact
to continue

hat would our watershed look like if
CUSP didn’t exist? An important practice for every nonprofit organization is to
take an objective look at their organization
and judge success, or lack thereof, by asking
this type of simple, honest question.
This past April, CUSP’s board and staff
did just that during a two-day Strategic Planning retreat, deep in the heart of the Hayman
burn scar at Lost Valley Ranch. Before
we could move forward with
updating the plan, it was vital
that we ask that question.
We answered it by viewing a data-driven picture
of CUSP’s work over
two decades. It showed
profound evidence of the
positive impacts CUSP
has had in the Upper South
Platte watershed and beyond. Our past success drives
our future projects.
A tour of the Upper South Watershed shows an active and vibrant environment where people live, work and play. The
1.6 million-acre watershed is home to many
flora, fauna and aquatic species; a diverse
range of businesses and industry and fewer
than 50,000 year-round residents. However,
thousands upon thousands of people come
to the watershed to recreate and millions of
people depend on the watershed for their
home water use.
CUSP’s work restores and renews our
watershed. From post fire restoration to
resilient forest projects; flood mitigation and
well sampling projects; environmental education projects for local youth and engaging
policy makers and politicians, CUSP takes a
holistic approach to protecting our precious
natural resources.
some highlights of this work from 2016
include:
• Bringing in more than $1 million dollars in
federal and state grants

CUSP
Revenue Streams

by James W. Hagadorn, Ph.D.
• Expanding work in the northern watershed
and opening the Bailey Slash site
• Partnering with Colorado Springs Utilities
on Waldo Canyon Fire projects
• Managed more than 80 volunteer projects
• Community Mitigation Assistance Team
(CMAT) deployments:
• 14 days on the Cliff Creek Fire in
Jackson, WY
• 10 days on the Junkins Fire in Westcliff,
CO
• local Fire response:
June – 3 fires, Florissant and
4Mile
October – 2 Fires, NE
Teller and Florissant
How does CUSP accomplish this? Much of
our funding comes from
government grants, most
of which require matching
funds. Our work is also supported with foundation grants and
corporate giving as well as with donated
services, program and service fees, and with
contributions from generous and consistent
donors like you.
Without the 22 percent in personal donations, contributions, volunteer (in-kind)
services, foundation and corporate grants,
we could not access millions of dollars in
government grants. The Program & Service
Fees (e.g., neighborhood chipping and slash
sites) allow us to bring subsidized programming into the watershed to further benefit
our community.
At CUSP, we leverage every donation we
receive to maximize our donors’ investments
in our organization. In turn, these donations
allow us to bring tax dollars back into our watershed for both large and small scale projects.
In keeping with our mission and intent of best
serving our community, more than 95 percent
of the funds we receive go to on-the-ground
projects, approximately 3 percent goes to general operating and administration and less than
2 percent is used for fundraising.
We hope you will consider supporting
CUSP with a donation to our End of Year
fundraising campaign. Donating to CUSP is
easy. We gladly accept checks made out to
CUSP and mailed to CUSP, P.O. Box 726,
Lake George, CO 80827; or online donations on the CUSP page at Colorado Gives
https://www.coloradogives.org/CUSP/
overview. If you donate on Colorado Gives
Day (Tuesday, December 6th), you help
increase CUSP’s share of the Community
First Foundation and First Bank’s $1 Million
Incentive Fund.
From all of us at CUSP, we wish you and
yours a happy holiday season and a healthy
and prosperous New Year.

Holiday safety hint:

Any Two
Family Size Pizzas
Excludes Mini Murph®, FAVES®
and Desserts. Fresh Pan in Large only.

6

$

OFF

REGULAR
MENU PRICE

Limited time offer. Limit 3. Not valid with other offers.
Valid only at participating locations. Coupons cannot be sold,
transfered or duplicated.

Any Pizza, Any Size!
Includes Pizzas on Gluten Free crust.
Gluten Free crust at participating
locations and in Medium only.
See store for details. Excludes Mini
Murph®, FAVES® and Desserts.
Fresh Pan in Large only.

2

$

OFF

REGULAR
MENU PRICE

Limited time offer. Limit 3. Not valid with other offers.
Valid only at participating locations. Coupons cannot be sold,
transfered or duplicated.

PUEBLO/HWY 50 • 1617 Hwy 50 W, next to Albertsons • 719-595-0444 • Store #06058
COLO SPRINGS/S ACADEMY • 2460 S Academy Blvd, Academy & Astrozon • 719-392-7222 • Store #06045
PUEBLO/S PRAIRIE • 840 S Prairie Ave, next to Fairgrounds • 719-561-3999 • Store #06047
COLO SPRINGS/N CIRCLE • 1203 N Circle Dr, next to Safeway • 719-637-9777 • Store #06058
COLO SPRINGS/N POWERS • 2888 N Powers Blvd, next to Safeway • 719-597-7222 • Store #06022
COLO SPRINGS/DUBLIN • 1708 Dublin Blvd, Dublin & Academy • 719-598-8383 • Store #06006
WOODLAND PARK • 300 U.S. 24, Main Street U.S. 24 • 719-686-9776 • Store #06073

� Government Grants
� Donated & In-kind services
� Foundation & Corporate Grants
� Contributions & Donations
� Program & Service Fees

Temperatures are dropping and woodstoves are getting fired up. We are in a
winter drought cycle and this can cause
special problems with the use of wood burning stoves and fireplaces. Please, be careful
about what you burn in your stove and
fireplace. Items like paper and cardboard
release embers from your chimney that can
readily ignite fires in dry grasses and trees
around your home. Please recycle, rather
than burn, wrappings and boxes from Christmas presents.

A sincere Thank You
by Annie Durham, ABCD Campaign Chair

A

s campaign chair of the Always Believe
in Children Drive Committee and an
employee of Cripple Creek-Victor School
District RE-1, I would like to take this opportunity to extend my very sincere thanks
to those community members who expressed
their support for our students and schools by
voting in favor of 3A.
My husband and I are lifelong Colorado
natives and have lived in many parts of
the state, and we have resided in Cripple
Creek since the summer of 2013. We feel
extremely fortunate to have made the decision to move here as we have discovered a
community that truly feels like home. I have
been working at CC-V Jr./Sr. High School
since the Fall of 2014 (special education,
music and drama departments), and it is so
much more than a job for me: this school is

Richard Sopris
in Early Denver

Rise and fall of the Rockies

by Coalition for the Upper South Platte

W

A FOUNDING SON OF COLORADO!

my second family. It is for this reason that I
am so grateful to have had the opportunity
to work on this campaign alongside some
wonderful volunteers.
Despite 3A not passing, our resolve as a
district to continually strive to improve the
overall educational experience of our students is by no means diminished. It is true
that, as a district, we will need to significantly tighten our financial belt as we will
have to dip into our reserves again next year
in order to continue operating. However,
we are also very encouraged by the fact that
there are so many in this community who
DO support the growth of our schools. It is
with that fact in mind that I look forward to
what we can and will accomplish as a community for the betterment of our students in
the future.

by Linda
Bjorklund

C

olorado has some of the strangest mountains and plains on earth. Its tectonic
history underpins our ski industry, groundwater supplies, soil, and national parks.
We even have a couple of hidden mountain ranges, whose whereabouts are revealed
in rock outcrops that millions of people
drive by every day. These mountains were
once as big as the Andes, and corrugated our
state 300 million years ago when Colorado
was a warm, tropical locale that straddled
the equator. One range called Uncomphagria
(rhymes with sangria) loomed over western
Colorado. The other, called the Ancestral
Rockies, towered over central Colorado.
Tropical weathering and millions of years
of erosion eventually beveled the peaks of
these mountains. Their relicts live on, though.
The pebbly remnants of Uncomphagria
make up much of the red dirt and rocks of
southwestern Colorado. The sedimentary
remains of the Ancestral Rockies make up the
Flatirons, Red Rocks Amphitheater, Roxborough Park, and Garden of the Gods. The most
famous leftovers of these mountains make up
the Maroon Bells. To get these bottom-of-themountain sediments up to the top of Maroon
Peak, another mountain-building interval
occurred hundreds of millions of years later.
Movement of earth’s tectonic plates squeezed
our modern Rocky Mountains into existence,
opening them upward like an accordion.
What about those diamond-shaped peaks
coveted by skiers and outdoorspeople? They
owe their origin to ice ages that occurred
during the last couple hundred thousand
years. That’s because as snow builds up on
mountaintops, it compresses and eventually
becomes ice. If enough of it accumulates, and
if it persists for millennia, it forms a glacier
which then flows downhill like molasses. But
glaciers chisel a path through mountains like
an ice-cream scoop carves through ice cream.
The areas left between the glacial scoops
formed the pointy peaks and knife-sharp
jagged ridges that adorn our favorite ski and
mountaineering epicenters. They also created
all the depressions that became our alpine
lakes, like Turquoise Lake near Leadville. As
glaciers moved downhill and combined with
one another, they bulldozed long valleys with
flattish bottoms. In some cases we’ve shored
up their bulldozed piles of debris with dams,
turning them into drinking water reservoirs.
We also have two sets of mountains that
break tradition. That’s because they don’t
have pointy peaks, but rather are flat-topped.
The most famous of these is near Coors
brewery. Not too long after the dinosaurs
bit the dust 65 million years ago, a volcano
northwest of Golden spewed hot lava. It
flowed southward, filling up valleys like a
lake. Over time, the mountains surrounding this cooled lava lake eroded away, but
the hardened lava rock was durable, and
protected the underlying strata from erosion;
thus formed North and South Table Mountain. The same thing happened in an area
between Steamboat, Meeker and Glenwood
Springs. It formed our other rule-breaking
mountain range, called the Flat Tops.
So why do we have so many fourteeners,
even compared to volcano-rich places like
California and Washington? You’d think
that only the edges of continents, where
the tectonic plates are ramming into one
another, would have giant mountains, like
the Himalayas, Andes, and Alps.
Moreover, why are our “plains” a mile high?
It’s because about 10 million years ago,
Colorado and vicinity began to be uplifted
like rising cake batter. Rivers and glaciers
cut downward into the rocks and sediments
underfoot, exposing them and sculpting the
landscape we have today. In some cases,
big piles of sediment were washed out onto
the plains, creating the largest reservoir of
groundwater in the U.S. — the Ogallala
aquifer. Where rivers got “stuck” in our
mountains’ resistant bedrock, they cut deep vshaped chasms like Royal Gorge, Glenwood
Canyon, and Black Canyon of the Gunnison.
Just last year, scientists figured out why this
happened. Water from a melting tectonic plate
that long ago got shoved under North America
percolated upward beneath what’s now our
High Plains. It transformed the overlying
minerals and rocks, making them less dense.
Colorado became more buoyant, rising like a
marshmallow floating on the earth’s inner hot
cocoa. Nature’s erosional processes did the rest,
with rivers, wind, and ice dissecting the landscape and redistributing its sedimentary bounty.
The Rockies will still periodically be

rom Gregory’s
Fpector
Diggings prosto Denver

mayor, Richard
Sopris left an indelible mark on the
Mile High City and
Centennial State.
Read more of the
unsung life and accomplishments of this
Captain, Mayor, and Colorado Fifty-Niner.

Satellite view of Colorado with the Uncompahgre Mountains in the distance and the
Ancestral Rockies in the foreground, separated by inlets of a vast sea that covered
most of North America. See animation of how Colorado evolved during this interval at
https://vimeo.com/coloradoigp Image: P. Weimer.

E-book available through Barnes & Noble and
Amazon. Hardcopy is available at both the
Museum and the Ranger Station in Fairplay
or visit www.lindabjorklund.com

Happy Holidays from

Divide

42 Years of Quality Work!

Collision Center

Auto Body and Paint Repair • Insurance Claim Estimates

WE DO IT ALL!

Hundreds of Satisified Customers
Boat Repairing & Refinishing
Plastic & Fiberglass Repair
RV Body & Frame Repair
All Insurance Companies
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This is what it would look like if you were standing at the foothills of the Ancestral
Rockies, hundreds of millions of years ago. Wander through this landscape at https://
vimeo.com/coloradoigp Image: P. Weimer.

178 Weaverville Rd., Divide

(719) 687-7683
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Bird’s eye view of the Gore Range, 20,000 years ago, when glaciers dominated our
mountains. Silverthorne is at the bottom of the image. See https://vimeo.com/coloradoigp
for an animation of how Colorado evolved during the ice age. Image: P. Weimer.

Woodland Park
Pawn and Loan

421 E. Hwy 24 Woodland Park, CO 80863 (719) 687-7473
(across the street from Sonic)

Bird’s eye view of the Gore Range, 13,000 years ago, after glaciers retreated from their
peak at 20,000 years ago. Silverthorne is at the bottom of the image. See https://vimeo.com/
coloradoigp for an animation of how Colorado evolved during the ice age. Image: P. Weimer.
punctured by volcanoes and cracked apart
by tectonic movements, but not in our lifetimes. Yet our mountains and plains are still
gently rising. As a result, the Rockies are
slowly eroding away and being deposited on
the high plains, making our landscape less
lumpy over time. But don’t worry, you’ll

still have plenty of time to bag some peaks
before the Rockies end up in Kansas.
James Hagadorn, Ph.D., is a scientist at
the Denver Museum of Nature & Science.
Suggestions & comments welcome at
jwhagadorn@dmns.org
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Day Trippin’ With Karen
Travels in the Arkansas River Valley

new and used books,
journals, cards, maps,
local and regional
authors, gift items.

A place to gather, to browse,
to explore, to reach out, to find
great literature and good reads!
Dies Librorum/ Day of Books
Sat., Dec. 10th • Noon-8:00 PM

Meet and Greet 10 authors! Enjoy 15% off
their books! Refreshments and Appetizers

135 F Street in downtown Salida, CO

719-539-9629
www.thebookhavenonline.com

Open
tly
Nigh m
p
9
0
4:3

Every hour is Happy Hour
$3.75 House-Made
Margaritas
and $2.25
Well Drinks

Friday-Saturday

$
Prime Rib
1295
$ 95
Roasted Sirloin
8
starting at

by Karen Earley

photos by Karen Earley

Is your Christmas shopping done? Are
you driving straight home and not stopping
because it’s dark? Are you starting to feel
that “holiday stress?” You’re not alone, and
this season there is hope…Don’t worry! Be
Happy! Start Day Trippin with Karen, in
the Arkansas River Valley.

T

ry a new café for brunch. Take a gallery tour of creative art and bookshops.
Enjoy Christmas shopping in some of the
most eclectic and traditional stores, hunt for
stocking stuffers and that perfect gift. Then,
reward yourself with a sumptuous dinner
and top it all off with beer tasting amongst
the locals! This will be a great trip to relieve
some of that stress, get the shopping done,
and have fun while you’re at it!
This trip starts at seasons café, 1110
E. Hwy. 50, where what-you-see is whatyou-get. Owners Kristofer Sackett and Julie
Kimbrough are proud to say it’s from “Farm
to Table” for both herbivores and carnivores
and that makes for unbeatable taste. Talk
about shopping local, they literally know 75
percent of their farmers personally. Seasons Café also supports the Salida School’s
garden. They purchase food daily after the
school cafeterias are supplied. At harvest
time, Julie, Kris and their staff are out there
with the kids pulling up vegetables!
Kris and Julie started Seasons three years
ago and their goal was to create a relaxing
atmosphere with healthy and delicious fun
food like; Cat Head Biscuits & Gravy, Green
Eggs and Hash, Crème Brule French Toast,
Rocket Fuel, Quinoa and Street Tacos. Don’t
forget about lunch, with choices like Green
Chili Popper Grilled Cheese, Bison Burgers

starting at

Sunday-Thursday

Filet Mignon

starting at

9

$ 95

All dinners served with salad, house dressing,
baked potato & French bread

Salida • www.quincystavern.com
710 Milford & Hwy 50 • (719) 539-3059

Where
Home
Happens!
Your hometown gourmet
kitchenware store.

• Specialty Linens
• Gourmet Foods
• Green Cookware
• Unique Gadgets & Electrics
• Gifts Galore

148 F Street • Historic Downtown Salida
719-539-2655 • SalidaMixingBowl.com

or Veggie Packed Farm Fresh Salad. Seasons Cafe offers craft cocktails made from
Colorado spirits and local beers. Enjoy a
Mountain Mimosa or a Bloody Mary with
your brunch. If you’re on the run, you
can call in or text to have them start on
your ‘to go’ order. 719-530-9525. www.
seasonssalida.com
The salida Mixing Bowl, located at
148 F Street, is “Where Home Happens!”
Touted as your hometown gourmet kitchenware store, it’s also a great place to shop for
super gifts. It’s clear why they were voted Best
Gift Shop by the Mountain Mail several years
in a row. The Mixing Bowl says it best, “We
make great cooking and dining happen for you
with our big city selection of cookware and
electrics, colorful table settings, southwestern
flatware, gourmet foods and state-of-the-art
gadgets. Explore our new bath and home accessories as well. Enjoy our exceptional service,
free gift wrapping, bridal and personal gift
registries,” (What a great idea!)
By the way, I second the “exceptional
customer service.” Owners Katy and Bob
Grether have a friendly and diverse staff.
They actually partner with the Starpoint
agency in hiring adult sales associates with
disabilities. According to Katy, “With the
help and supervision of a job coach which
Starpoint provides, our staff learns the fundamentals of retail sales and other skills that
are transferable to employment and social
opportunities throughout the community. “
Salida Mixing Bowl is open every day,
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sundays
noon to 4 p.m., 719-539-2655 . salidamixingbowl@outlook.com
Brodeur Art, at 133 E. 2nd Street, is
exciting, charismatic, colorful, and whimsical for starters. Paulette Brodeur is “one of
the original Salida artists-a handful of funky
folks who, over the past 20 years, descended
on this sleepy mountain hamlet looking for
inspirational views and cheap rent, and ended
up turning the whole town around, and one of
the founders of Salida Artists.” Excerpt from
Online History, brodeurart.com.
Her past is extraordinary as we continue
to learn about her history; “Brodeur spent
much of her youth in Europe, but her art
career can be traced back to when she took
private lessons with renowned Ft. Worth,
Texas artist Josephine Mahaffey. Mahaffey, unbeknownst to the then 10-year-old,
entered one of brodeur’s early paintings, an
acrylic titled “The Circus” into the Texas
State Fair where the painting was awarded
second place. She later attended the Art
Institute of Dallas and moved back to Paris
for a while, being introduced to Parisian art
museums and design houses.
Her artwork includes; Fun, Landscapes,
Sports, Pet Portraits, Day of the Dead, Abstract
and Expressionistic. The Gallery is open on
Monday, Friday, Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. and
Sunday, noon to 4 p.m., and by appointment.
You can also see Brodeur art at Café Dawn,

The fermenters are busy at the
Hubbub Brewery.
drop in for a coffee! The Gallery also features
Linda Heltzel’s Functional Art Quilts. You can
stop by on Monday’s to see Linda or call her
cell, 719-942-3170. For more gallery info go
to www.brodeurart.com or call 719-221-1272
eye candy, Art and Treasure, located
at 118 North F Street, has something for
everyone. According to Nikki and Kristen,
the Gallery is considered “a crazy little combination of Art and Treasure from Salida and
around the world.” You will find paintings
by local artists, some very sweet jewelry,
pottery, woodcarvings, handmade drums,
jewelry-made from Mt Antero Aqua Marine,
vintage pin up girl art, puppets, and Native
American and Day of the Dead pieces.
Eye Candy will be the featured gallery
for Salida’s “2nd Saturday Gallery Tours,”
December 10 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. All of
the galleries will be open for touring. At
Eye Candy in addition to displaying the art
represented by over 40 professional artists,
they will be showcasing renowned painter
Garrett Suydam, of Denver.
You are invited to drop by and meet some
of the artists, Jimmy Descant, Stan Cymansky, Kristen Hamilton, James Brown and
featured artist Garrett Suydam. Take in the
festivities and enjoy refreshments. For more
information call 719-539-2250 or email
4eyecandy@earthlink.net.
Quincys Tavern, 710 Milford Street,
Salida (off Hwy. 50) has an ambiance from
continued on next page

Pet portrait from Brodeur Art.
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Paulette Brodeur relaxes in her studio/gallery, Brodeur Art.
the past. With lounge type tables and chairs,
a sunken bar, and romantic lighting, it takes
you back to the good-ol’-days when the
owner’s Grandfather remembers, “you could
get a simplistic menu that features a quality
meal at an affordable price!” Moreover, at
Quincys, it’s always Happy Hour with house
made Margaritas $3.75 and well cocktails
$2.25. Along with manager, Amy Ringer,
you’ll find warm and friendly staff. It doesn’t
take long before they know you by name.
Here’s the simplistic menu: Sunday thru
Thursday, Filet Mignon Dinner; starting at
6 oz. for $9.95. Friday and Saturday, Prime
Rib Dinner starting at 8 oz. for $12.95, or
Slow Roasted Sirlion; 7 oz. $8.95. Dinners include baked potato, wedge salad with specialty
house dressing and French bread. Hours are
4:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
What a fabulous concept by the owners of
Quincys. Check out their history at Quincystavern.com. For more information call
719-539-3059. You can also find Quincys in
Buena Vista and Leadville.
What’s the Hubbub? Why is it the talk of the
town? The question is the answer. Congratulations to Hubbub Brewing, 248 W. Hwy 50,
on their Grand Opening! This a perfect last
stop for the day trip. Time to do some beer
tasting, relax and rest on our “shopping done”
laurels! If by chance we forgot something,
Hubbub has some great gifts, too.

Marketing Director, Eric Ramsey, shares
the Hubbub story, “Hubbub Brewing began
when friends and brewing colleagues Mike
LaCroix and Tom Price, previously of Amicas
Pizza and Brewpub, joined forces with Scott
Bouldin, founder of the brew house at Moonlight Pizza. The desire was to take what they
had learned from their previous careers and
grow it into a full service production facility.”
A love of the craft, and other people’s love
of the beer, clearly inspired these intrepid
entrepreneurs to strike out on their own and
grow the business!
A tasting room and beer garden will feature up to 16 fresh craft beers on tap. “This
will be a place where people can come and
enjoy a variety of fresh brewed craft beers
in a relaxing environment. We want people
to feel comfortable here.” says CEO Mike
LaCroix. With the mountain view, sunny
showroom, table top seating and long tasting
bar, it’s an ideal place for that.
Finally, let’s talk beer; Helles, Coconut
Milk Stout, X-Ray IPA, Hefeweizen, Robust
Porter (Yum!), Green Chile Ale, Fresco
y Seco, and American ESB to start. To
schedule a tour call 719-539-5428. www.
hubbubbrewing.com
If you are interested in being featured in
a day trip with Karen, email her at coloearleys@gmail.com
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Shade Hunters

The Fragile Edge
Handpainted Glass, Knives and Gifts

by Danielle Dellinger

We last saw Bender and Time Warp in
November 2016’s issue, on pages 20 & 21,
“Return.”

Mari Marques

1870 CR 31 • Florissant

719-439-7303
mugsyspad@aol.com
thethymekeeper.com

Herbs & Oils • Folk Remedies
Private classes available.
C h e c k O u t O u r H o l i d ay S p e c i a l s !

The Sudsey
Pup Grooming Salon
719-313-1755
BIG or small... We Do Them All!
180 N. Hwy 67 • Woodland Park
(behind Big D Motor Sports)

Hours: Tue-Fri 9-4 • Sat 9-2
Sheree Sanchez Owner/Stylist

$5 Nail Trim
Ask About Our
Obedience/Rally
Classes
Walk-ins
Welcome

Critter
Corner

Blythe — Monica DeLuca,
Divide, CO

B

ender smiled at Time Warp, the question of accompanying her to the market
having amused her. But she was more
amused by how nervous Ti was. She didn’t
answer for a moment, watching as Ti began to
wring her hands together.
“Sure. I’ll come,” she finally said. “I know
where it is.”
Ti’s face lit up with delight. “Great!” she
exclaimed.
Bender chuckled and started down the
street. Time Warp followed, admiring her. She
admired the way she carried herself, strong and
tall. She admired the way the confidence radiated off of her. She admired her ebony skin.
She admired how gracefully she walked. They
walked for a few more minutes, and eventually
the sound of music drifted up the brick street,
bouncing off of the brick buildings.
They stepped out onto the main street of the
market and looked around at the many vendors
with large crowds bustling around them.
“What’re you in the mood to get?” Bender
asked, looking at Time Warp.
Ti shrugged. “Some bread, maybe, and
clothes.”
Bender nodded and turned right down the
street, leading the way to the nearest clothing
vendor. Ti stayed on her heels, not wanting
to get separated. A sweet scent wafted off of
Bender, but Ti couldn’t place it. She’d never
smelled anything like it before. Bender suddenly stopped and Ti nearly ran into her.
“I think this is your style,” Bender said,
pointing to a multicolored dress with a skirt
that flared out.
How did she know? Ti had instantly been
drawn to that dress before Bender had said
anything.
Bender smirked when she saw the look of
confusion on Ti’s face. “I guessed right?”
“Y-yeah,” Ti stammered, stepping forward
and rubbing the skirt between her fingers.
“I think it’d look good on you,” Bender
whispered in Ti’s ear.
A warm light glowed inside of Ti’s soul at
the whisper of Be’s voice in her ear. “Then
I’ll get it,” she said, taking it off the peg. She
paid for it, and then tucked it under her arm.
“You should put it on,” Be suggested.
“Isn’t it a bit fancy for this place, though?”
Ti asked, looking down at the dress and then
up at Bender.
“Not at all. It’ll help you to fit in.”
Time Warp briefly debated, then went to an
appropriate place to change. When she came
back, she saw Bender burst into a grin that
made her eyes smile.
“It’s perfect!” Bender squealed giddily.
Time Warp blushed and smoothed down the
skirt some. “Yeah?”
“Absolutely.” Bender took a step forward
and then abruptly stopped, looking over Time
Warp’s shoulder. “Time Warp saw her expression, and she started to turn when Bender
grabbed her hand and started running.”
Time Warp stumbled a little, but quickly
regained her balance as she kept up with
Bender. “What’s wrong?” she asked.
“Shade Hunters,” Bender said hurriedly,
yanking Ti down a side street.

“What’re those?”
“They hunt auras, collecting the powerful
ones for themselves.”
“What are auras, and what happens when
you lose your aura?”
“An aura is a bioenergy field that is made
of many different layers and colors. An aura’s
shape looks similar to an egg that surrounds
the entire body, and if you lose it you start to
question your identity, and become very submissive. You blindly follow others because
you still have a need to fit in and an identity.”
Time Warp glanced over her shoulder in
time to see figures dressed in white chasing
after them.
“Are there weak auras? What about them?”
“The Shade Hunters use those people with
weak auras as their slaves. Their job is to
either lead the Shade Hunters to powerful
auras, or try to turn someone into a slave by
weakening their aura.”
“That’s insane! How do they capture—”
Before she could finish her question, she felt a
searing pain in her back that almost immediately rendered her paralyzed. She fell to the
ground, her body rigid.
“Ti!” Bender shouted, whirling around. She
stood over Ti’s body to protect her, a hand
outstretched in front of her, pointing at the
Shade Hunters. “You will not get her!”
The Shade Hunters stopped and got into a
V formation. They remained silent, and then
began to march toward the two women.
“Cease your march!” Bender shouted.
They kept coming.
Bender shut her eyes, gathered her strength,
and then a deep red light sprang out from her
body in an egglike shape, curved forward
around her like wings, then shot out thousands of beams at the Hunters. They raised
their arm guards and the beams were deflected off of them. The beams ricocheted into the
nearby buildings, causing chunks of brick to
smash to the ground.
Bender merely intensified her glare and
her aura flared out more, this time wrapping
around the Shade Hunters’ necks. They made
quiet choking sounds, but then one of them
pulled out a staff and struck the beam around
his neck, causing Bender’s entire aura to
disappear. She dropped to her knees beside
Time Warp.
The Shade Hunters closed in around them.
Bender put her body across Ti’s to protect her.
“M-my hand,” Ti grunted. “T-take it.”
“What?” Bender hissed.
“Do i-it.”
Bender grabbed Ti’s hand firmly where it
was on the ground.
Ti watched as a Shade Hunter started to
lean down toward her, his reflection growing
bigger and bigger in her eyes. She suddenly
felt a rising charge of power inside of her,
and in the next moment there was an explosion that rocked the street and sent the Shade
Hunters flying back in different directions.
When the dust settled and Bender could
see again, she realized that she and Ti were
sitting in a crater five feet deep. She carefully
got to her feet and began to drag Ti out of the
crater. Once safely out of it, she picked Ti up
and ran as fast and far away as she could from
the street. She finally stopped running behind
a cemetery. She set Ti down, looking at her
back to see what she’d been hit with.

It was as thin as a pen with an orb on the
top that had an orange color that was slowly
glowing brighter the more the orb was filled.
“It . . . hurts . . .” Ti gasped, sounding faint.
“I’ll get it out somehow,” Bender said
quickly. She closed her hand over the orb,
willing the orange glow to return to Time
Warp. After a minute she peeked under her
hand and was disappointed to see that the
orange was still in the orb.
“H-h-hurry . . .” Ti breathed listlessly.
“I’m trying!” Bender exclaimed, this time
attempting to just pull out the instrument.
It wouldn’t budge.
Bender knew she was too late when Time
Warp suddenly went limp. Then, the instrument fell away of its own accord.
“Ti,” Bender said frantically, shaking her.
“Ti, wake up.”
It took a moment, but Time Warp finally sat
up. She was pale, like she had no soul. Bender
exhaled, her eyes wide with worry.
“Let’s get you up,” she said, getting to her
feet, pocketing the aura collector instrument
and holding her hands out to Ti.
“Okay,” she said weakly, lifelessly as she
sluggishly got to her feet with Bender’s help.
Bender didn’t know where to go, but she
knew they had to keep moving so the Shade
Hunters couldn’t collect Time Warp’s aura or
make her a slave. She put her arm around Ti
and started leading her to the more vacant part
of town. She watched Ti out of the corner of her
eye, amazed at how she was now like a zombie.
She even shuffled along like one. The new dress
was now tattered and covered in dust.
As they walked, the sounds of a lively
city faded and were replaced by the sounds
of coughing, crying, and yelling. They were
entering the slums, an area where few dared
to go because of how dangerous and sickly
the people unfortunately stuck there were.
Bender steered them down by the river, which
smelled of feces and dead fish.
Time Warp gagged at the smell, having to
stop and hurl in the bushes.
“I’m sorry,” Bender said. “This will have to
do for now.”
“It’s okay,” Ti meekly responded.
Hearing Time Warp speaking with such
smallness flared Bender’s anger. She wanted to
rain fire down on the Shade Hunters. She didn’t
know Ti that well, true, but she knew enough to
know that such a strong woman didn’t deserve
this. She told Time Warp to sit down, and then
she pulled out the aura collector and stabbed
it into the ground. She moved a few feet back
from it, firmed up her stance, pointed at it, and
let her fury build inside of her.
“Ti, touch the orb,” she demanded, and Ti did.
Bender stared at the orange glow, willing
it to bend to her will, to allow her to manipulate it, to allow her to free it. When nothing
happened after a couple minutes, she dropped
her hand, let out a feral yell, then picked up a
rock and hurled it into the water. The splash
startled a bird into the air.
After several more attempts, Bender sat down
exhausted. The putrid smell of the water burned
her nostrils and made her stomach swirl. She
looked over at Time Warp, and noticed
that she was staring at the orange glow.
Bender blinked. Maybe there was a bit of
her aura left in her. She crawled over to
Time Warp.

“What’re you doing?” Bender asked.
Time Warp shrugged, not looking at her.
“Do you want it? Do you want what’s in
the orb?”
It took her some time, but Ti finally nodded.
Bender glanced around them, and she
happened to see a group of Shade Hunters
quickly approaching. She didn’t know why
they risked coming here, unless they knew
there was something special about Time
Warp. She narrowed her eyes and glared at
them, then put Ti’s other hand on the orb and
put her own hands over hers.
“You have to want it, Ti. You have to take
it back. It’s yours and no one else’s. You have
to fight for it,” she said. “Close your eyes and
take back your identity.” She watched as Ti
closed her eyes and seemed to go to her happy
place. She worried that she’d lost her, that
she’d just gone over the edge into the abyss.
“Come on,” Bender muttered to herself.
“Come on.”
Nothing happened for what felt like eternity, but then an orange glow expanded out
underneath their hands and it grew brighter
with each passing second. Bender noticed that
it was starting to travel up Time Warp’s arms,
to her shoulders, and then down to her heart.
The light was soon so bright that Bender had
to shut her eyes and turn her head away. When
she opened them again and looked back, Time
Warp was on her feet facing toward the Shade
Hunters. It looked like there was fire coming
out of her body and surrounding her. She let
out an ear-splitting shriek, thrust her hand out
toward the Hunters, and they were immediately incinerated into nothingness, not even ashes.
A stillness closed in around them. Time
Warp turned around, an expression of shock
on her face. “What . . .?”
Bender smirked. “You just learned how to
take back your aura and bend it to your will.
Well done.”
Time Warp looked down at her hands. “I
never knew that was possible.”
“Well, it’s part of my ability, so I’m
telling you it is.”
Ti raised her eyes to Bender.
“Thank you.” She knelt in front of
her and grabbed her hands. “You
saved me.”
Bender shook her head.
“You saved yourself.
You’re so strong. You can
definitely withstand a
lot happening to you.”
Time Warp suddenly
leaned forward
and pressed their
lips together. It
was a kiss
unlike
anything
she’d
ever
felt.
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She swore she saw the creation of the universe in her mind’s eye. She swore she could
feel the pulse of the universe in her veins.
She pulled back after eternity had flown by
and looped back around to the beginning. She
gazed into Bender’s eyes, then shyly looked
away, embarrassed by what she’d done.
“I’m so sorry,” she stuttered, moving back.
“That was out of line.”
Bender smiled. “Don’t apologize. I’ve been
wanting to do that since you made that crater
in the street.”
Ti blushed, glancing up at her. “Really?”
“Yeah. The strength of your power is such
a turn on.”
Ti giggled, unable to look at her. She quieted after a minute. “Do you feel like we were
meant to meet?”
Bender thought, and then nodded. “I do. When
I first saw you, there was this draw to you.”
“It feels like it was part of a plan.”
Bender smiled. “Yes. A very intelligent
plan.” She got to her feet. “Would you like to
go to dinner with me?”
Time Warp jumped happily. “I’d love to!”
she said excitedly.
Bender unabashedly took her hand and
led her out of the slums to a quaint part of
town. They stopped at a very French-looking
building, and were seated outside on the patio.
Two white candles were lit in front of them,
and Time Warp watched the flame flicker in
Bender’s eyes. She felt that the world was
revolving around them. Not in an egotistical
way, but in a way that felt they had powers that

could combine together to control the world.
As the sun set, violin music began to play.
Time Warp forced herself to eat her food and
not be distracted by Bender who was fading
into the shadows because her skin was so
black. It felt like she was growing larger than
life to encompass Ti and the rest of the world.
Dessert was eventually placed before them,
a banana split set in a crystal dish. As they
shared it, they each touched their finger to
the crystal and a spark of their aura flashed
against it, briefly lighting up the dish.
They eventually left the restaurant and
began meandering through the streets, enjoying the night together. They soon could hear
people yelling for help, and the smell of
smoke choked them. They went running and
found an orphanage on fire. A frantic woman
grabbed at them when they came upon the
scene of a building fully engulfed.
“The newborn baby! She’s inside! Help
her!” the woman screamed.
Bender and Time Warp sprang into action,
darting into the doomed building. They followed
some wailing upstairs. There was a baby bundled
up in a crib with its mattress on fire. When they
got a better look, they saw a baby with a bubble
around it and black static lines dancing around
the inside of it like a plasma globe.
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318 Victor Ave. ~ Victor, CO
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Putting the “unity” back in community

Live in Ute Country part time but want the mountain living all the time?

Take us with you!

Dash Hanging With New Sister
Izzy — Monica DeLuca,
Divide, CO

H

ave a cute critter? Send us your favorite
critter photos and we’ll feature them here
in the Critter Corner! Indoor or outdoor pets
or wild critters are what we’re looking for. We
will not accept any photos depicting cruelty or
harming animals in any way. Email your critters
to utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com. Be sure to
include the critter’s name
as well as your name.

Fill out this form and mail it back to us with your payment of $36 for your 1
year (13 issues!) ﬁrst-class subscription.

Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________
mail to:
Ute Country News, PO Box 753 • Divide, CO 80814

10% OFF
Entire Order
expires
02/01/17

719-687-0415
520 Manor Court • Woodland Park
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Shelley
Morningsong, 2016’s
Native American
Artist of the Year,
wrote a song for
ONWT’s fundraiser.

One Nation Walking Together
What’s in a song?
by Kelsey Comfort

C

an music inspire a movement? Well,
let’s take a look at an important decade
for music — the 1960s. An article published
by Rolling Stone on Aug. 23, 1990, titled
“Bob Dylan, the Beatles, and the Rock of
the Sixties” states that during the 1960s,
“For a long and unforgettable season, it was
a truism — or threat, depending on your
point of view — that rock & roll could (and
should) make a difference: that it was eloquent and inspiring and principled enough to
change the world — maybe even to save it.”

History has shown us that music can be a
powerful force. Or at the very least, music
can bring attention to an important issue. Just
look at John Lennon’s “Imagine,” Edwin
Starr’s “War” and Buffalo Springfield’s “For
What It’s Worth.” These songs and many
more like them were influential and impactful
and they are still remembered today.

Although rock ‘n’ roll may flow in and out
of the mainstream, and music trends come
and go — it’s difficult to deny the importance of any type of music.
ONWT is fortunate enough to have a
powerful song written and gifted to the organization by 2016’s Native American Artist
of the Year, Shelley Morningsong. The song
is titled “One by One.”
“This song speaks of helping our Native
youth one by one, one at a time in order to
assist and help them to succeed in life. To
help them believe in themselves and to know
they have a blessed future before them.
This was a perfect fit I felt for One Nation
to have this song because this is what they
do. They have helped many, many children
and families to have hope and to believe in
themselves,” Morningsong said.
Everyone at One Nation believes in Morningsong’s message, and this holiday season we’re
asking you to believe it too. When Morningsong
sings, “one by one we can make a difference”
be inspired and join us for our winter fundraiser
— our One by One Campaign.
Join the movement so that you can make a
difference today. The Native Americans that
ONWT serve face many obstacles and chal-

lenges both on and
off the reservation.
The statistics alone
are shocking.
In 2014, according to the United
States Census
Bureau, 28.3 percent of single-race
American Indians and Alaskan
Natives lived in
poverty, the highest
rate of any race
group. The national
average was 15.5
percent. Additionally, according to Indian
Health Service, for American Indians and
Alaskan Natives, the suicide rate is 160
percent higher, the diabetes rate is 280
percent higher and chronic liver disease and
cirrhosis is 470 percent higher.
One Nation makes a difference in the lives
of 30,000 to 40,000 people every year by
loading 53-foot semi-trucks that deliver up
to $2 million worth of donated goods to reservations annually. Also, through ONWT’s
food sustainability program Native families

Firekings Firewood!

Oak
Ash
Pine

3/4 pine 1/4 oak cords
Call for pricing!
Delivery and stacking available

719-494-5589

on and off the reservations are provided with
chickens, coops, feed
and direct support to
create a continued
source of food and
potential income.
Donate to ONWT’s
One by One Campaign
so that one by one
with your help, we can
continue to make an
even greater impact.
Please consider making a special year-end
donation or a recurring
donation of $25, $50 or $100 to help us meet
our goal. We simply cannot do it without
each one of you.
Now through Dec. 31, your donation will
be matched up to $14,000. To make your
difference in the lives of those we serve,
donate at www.onenationwt.org or mail your
donation to:
One Nation Walking Together
3150 N. Nevada Ave.
Colorado Springs, CO 80907

Lighter Side of Christmas kicks off holiday season
“R
ockin’ Around Your Favorite Park”
will honor Grand Marshals Neil
Levy, Sally McCracken and Jean Rodeck at
the 28th Annual Lighter Side of Christmas
Parade scheduled for Saturday, December 3
at 6 p.m. in downtown Woodland Park.
The theme this year celebrates the 125th
Anniversary of the City of Woodland Park
and the 100th Anniversary of the National
Park Service. Friends of the Florissant Fossil
Beds were selected as the beneficiary for the
parade. They have been actively engaging
local businesses in sponsorships for the
holiday event for the past few months. Proceeds raised by the fundraising effort will go
towards education programs surrounding the
local 34 million year old fossil park.
The Grand Marshal title will be shared this
year by Levy, representing the City of Woodland Park, and McCracken and Rodeck for their
contributions to the Florissant Fossil Beds.
Neil Levy, currently the Mayor of Woodland
Park, has been active in the community since
1991 when he started working at the Swiss
Chalet. He took over ownership of the restaurant in 1999 and moved to Woodland Park
with his family. Watching him in action at the
restaurant during the lunch rush; he is a perfect
host attending to everyone who enters the door.
“Family is my biggest focus and I hope to be
a grandpa one day,” according to Levy. “As the

For more information on how you can
help, email ofﬁce@onenationwt.org or
call 719-329-0251.
ONWT continues to accept donations
speciﬁcally for the Water Protectors at
Standing Rock.

Learn how moose deal with winter.

BPEEC’s Holiday
open house and
tree cutting
B

eaver Ponds Environmental Education
Center located at 2234 Busch Run Road
on Sacramento Creek off CR14 near Fairplay
will be open on December 10th from 11a.m.
to 3p.m. Join Beaver Ponds for some outdoor
family fun during their final open house of
the year. FREE guided tours in December
will focus on winter ecology and how animals
adapt to winter environment with a focus on
beavers, moose and other animals.
“In addition to free guided tours, folks can
make an old-fashioned memory with their
family cutting a holiday tree,” explains Krissy
Barrett, Program Coordinator for Beaver
Ponds. “You can enjoy the camaraderie of
finding, cutting, and hauling out a tree for
your home. It helps us too, as Beaver Ponds
regularly thins trees as part of our forest
management program. We’ll lead you out to
the tree thinning area and you may select your
tree.” A donation of $25 or more is requested
for each tree. Bring your skis, snowshoes, or
winter boots (depending on snow levels).
Happy Holiday Alpaca cards will also be
available for sale along with winter caps
and alpaca yarn. For a small fee, interested
folks can make a balm out of hand-pressed
tinctures from medicinal plants found on
the Beaver Ponds property. As always, farm
fresh eggs will be available for sale (while
they last!). All sales benefit BPEEC.
There is no need to preregister, just plan to
swing on by!
The mission of Beaver Ponds Environmental Education Center is to provide
environmental education that gives individuals of all ages the tools and knowledge they
need to become better stewards of the earth.
For more information about Beaver Ponds
please visit www.beaverponds.org

Drive Smart
W

oodland Park High School held its annual Drive Smart campaign to educate
students about smart driving without any
distractions. The week included presentations, simulated games, crashed car examples, and positive messaging, to all students.
Woodland Park Police Department, NE
Teller County Fire Department, CDOT, and
other volunteers helped make the week-long
event a success!

mayor of Woodland Park, I love being able to
represent and lead the community of Woodland
Park. It definitely has its challenges!” Levy
added. “I recognize that I’m not the smartest
guy in the room, but I can identify who that guy
is and find a way to make things work.”
Coaching two of his sons on the WPHS
baseball team is another activity he enjoys when
not at one of his two restaurants, the second
being the Pepper Tree in Colorado Springs. “I
think my dad would be proud of me. He thought
it was incumbent of us to give back to the community. I wish he was around to witness this.”
Sally McCracken arrived in the Woodland
Park area over 20 years ago. As an educator for over 57 years, she knew she wanted
to work with kids and served as teacher,
principal and assistant superintendent during
her career. “Every trip to Colorado, I’d hike
another mountain and visit the Florissant Fossil Beds. I knew I wanted to be an interpretive
ranger at the park,” she said. Not only was
she an interpreter for 20 years, McCracken
also served on the board of the Friends of the
Florissant Fossil Beds for 16 years.
In 2008, McCracken was flown to Washington, DC to receive the George B. Hartzog
Award for Outstanding Individual Volunteer of the Year for the entire National Park
Service. “Jeff Wolin was on vacation at the
time and flew to DC for the event to support

me,” she said. “I am so honored to have been
the recipient of that award. It was a highlight
of my life.” In 2008, McCracken was also
instrumental helping to bring Richard Louv to
the Pikes Peak Region to support “No Child
Left Inside.” Support from WPRE2, Catamount Ranch and Aspen Valley Ranch locally
have helped bring all kids K-5 in the area to
have experiences in the outdoors. “The Park
Service and kids are my passion,” she added.
Jean Rodeck was only 8-years old when
she told her mom she was going to work
in museums in the National Park Service.
Forty-two years later, she has more than
fulfilled that promise. Rodeck has served
as a regional curator in two regions and has
worked in all of the NPS Divisions in the
National Park Service. Of the 412 parks,
she has worked on 100 of them and visited
all but 56 of the 412 to date. “I had to visit
some over and over and they keep adding
more,” she laughed. “What a terrible life!”
As an interpretive planner, Rodeck had to
take whatever resources were in the park and
figure out the best way to present that information to the public so they would get the best
experience from their visit. “I think every park
should have an introduction film at the visitor
center so people know what they’re coming to
see,” she said. Rodeck retired from the NPS in
2002 and finished her career as the superinten-

Sally McCracken and Jean Rodeck will
serve as co-Grand Marshals along with
Mayor Neil Levy at this year’s parade.
dent of the Florissant Fossil Beds.
The Lighter Side of Christmas Holiday
Treasure Hunt is in full swing. LSOC Gold
Sponsors will have clues each week for those
treasure hunters searching for the hidden
fossil. The prize is a holiday basket valued
at over $1,000 with gifts provided by local
businesses. Other events include the annual
Coloring Contest, Gingerbread House Contest and Crazy Hat Contest. Information on
these and other holiday events are available at
www.lightersideofchristmas.com.
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Stack
up!
S

tudents from Columbine Elementary School participated in sport
stacking to help set a new STACK
UP! Guinness World Record. On
Nov. 17, 2016 thousands participated
in the “World’s Largest Sport Stacking Event” by up stacking and down
stacking various pyramids for at
least 30 minutes, all combined with
a variety of fitness activities.
Sport Stacking has been termed
a “track meet
for your
hands at
warp speed.”
This was the
10th anniversary of this
event and
Columbine
has participated in all
of them.
“I love
stacking for
its benefit
to improve
reaction time,
hand-eye
coordination,

Book review

Considering home school option?
concentration and
focus,” said Ms. Julie
Cutting, Columbine
Physical Education
teacher.
Last year, 618,394
stackers participated
internationally to
break the previous
year’s STACK UP!
record of 592,292.

by Kathy Hansen

B

eing a parent is tough. It’s probably the most important
job you’ll ever have. Assuring your child has the best
education possible can be a challenge for a myriad of reasons
and factors. Good teachers can be hard to find, especially in
Colorado which ranks 42nd in teacher wages. Private schools
can be expensive and require long commutes. What about the
option for home schooling? Where does one begin?
Lisa Powell authored an incredibly comprehensive book
entitled, Home Education For People Who Don’t Practice
It. The book is intended to provide answers to some of the
most commonly asked questions about home schooling. The
answers are objective and non-biased; Lisa takes great care
in respecting that each family is unique, has their own needs,
values, and priorities.
Lisa had taught in public school setting for several years
before she became a parent. Her background helps the reader
understand the obligation the school system has to support
the students within a district and helps the reader understand
how to navigate the system.
There is an entire chapter on law. She begins at the federal
level and moves the reader to learn about the laws applicable by state. She even touches on truancy and how laws are
enforced.
There is a very interesting chapter, Disabilities and
Health that I would recommend to any parent who has
such considerations. She covers how kids get evaluated;
in some situations a teacher may spot an issue a parent
may miss and conversely, how a parent may pick up

Construction site visit

Fundraiser at
Summit
K

A

group of 2nd graders from Gateway Elementary Schools recently visited the construction
site of the new Aquatic Center which is being built right next to their school. Gateway students participate in a Think Tank curriculum each week. This young group of students, known
as “Excellent Engineers,” are all interested in building. Construction workers shared blueprints;
explained how a building is constructed; and answered questions from the students.

Spotlight on the Divide Chamber

E

ach month we feature our new and renewing members of the Divide Chamber
of Commerce. Please consider joining Divide Chamber and you can see your
name listed here in the future - www.dividechamber.org.
� Oldtree soaps & Candles: 719-466-0196 or http://mkt.com/oldtreesoapsandcandles.
com. Hand-made soaps, candles, lotions and pet shampoo.
� Cripple Creek Care Center: 719-689-2931 or www.cc-care.org. Nursing home
community.
� A.s. Gillespie & Associates, Inc.: 719-426-0757. Construction consulting.
� Ute country connection.com: 719-687-2172 or www.UteCountryConnection.com.
Community website.

iwanis K-Kids (Young Leaders Helping
Others) at Summit Elementary held a
fundraiser of selling donuts and coffee before
school to support the Colorado Blue Shield
Project Team. The mission of this project is to
provide protective gear to local law enforcement to be safe while on duty. The K-Kids
presented their donations to Teller County
Sheriff’s Department on Nov. 29, 2016.

New Certiﬁed
Diabetes
Educator
at HRRMC
J

on Fritz, wellness supervisor at
Heart of the Rockies
Regional Medical
Center, recently
became a Certified
Diabetes Educator®
(CDE®). Fritz successfully completed
the certification
exam for diabetes
educators administered by the National Certification Board for
Diabetes Educators (NCBDE). Candidates
must meet rigorous eligibility requirements
to be able to take the exam.
Currently, there are about 19,000 diabetes
educators who hold NCBDE certification.
It is estimated that there are 1,600 diabetes
patients to every one CDE.
Certified Diabetes Educators provide oneon-one sessions and group classes to help
individuals with diabetes or prediabetes better
understand how food, medicine, activity, and
illness interact and change over time. The CDE
educates and supports people affected by diabetes to understand and manage the condition.
These classes are usually covered by insurance.
HRRMC hosts diabetes self-management
education classes the first four Mondays of
even months (excluding December) from
noon to 1:30 p.m. in the hospital’s secondfloor conference rooms. For more information or to register for a class, contact Jon
Fritz at 530-2057 or jon.fritz@hrrmc.net.

on something subtle as they spend more
time than a teacher of a larger class possibly could. There are also pros and cons
to consider about “tagging” a student
with a condition and various ways that
can play out. The argument of whether
home schooled children get sick more or
less frequently is an interesting read.
Perhaps what was most impressive was
to learn how many support materials and
curricula there are available. Lisa includes a
brief description without becoming a catalogue commentary. It was surprising to learn
how many options there are for the student
who may need a little extra help in a particular subject, like math.
There is a section on Testing and Evaluation and Post-secondary education that
were each very interesting. It was good to
know there are resources available for the
parent to assure they are on-track with their
home schooling program, as well as being
able to identify strengths and weaknesses
that need tending to. Customizing the curriculum to foster a particular area of interest is an option
the home schooler may have more than in the traditional
classroom.
Best of all, Lisa provides the reader with 10 pages of

resources.
Parents who are curious about home schooling can certainly learn a lot from reading Home Education For People
Who Don’t Practice It by Lisa Powell. The book can be
found on Amazon.com.

Our kids make
positive choices
Did you know…
4 out of 5 Teller County teens
do NOT drink alcohol.

Parents…listen to your kids,
and talk with them about
making healthy choices.
Brought to you by North Teller Build a Generation
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Legion Post 171
FILL UP SPECIAL American
Serves youth and elderly during holidays

VOLUME DISCOUNTS

by Steven Wade Veatch and Rich Ingold

N

OLGA DAICH

ovember and December are busy
months for the Cripple Creek-Victor
American Legion Post 171 as they serve the
Gold Camp in several important ways.
The Post’s work started early Thursday
morning, November 10, 2016 at the Cripple
Creek – Victor High School when students,
faculty, and veterans arrived for the annual
Veteran Day convocation. Following the
opening ceremonies, members of the post
addressed the assembly with messages of
patriotism and service to both America and
the community. The students were told “To
be born free is an accident, to live free is a
responsibility, and, to die free is an obligation. So use your hard-won freedom to make
good life choices.”
The juniors were reminded to submit their
applications for the upcoming American Legion
Boys and Girls State Scholarship program.
After the convocation, the Post 171 members visited the grade school where they
handed out poppies.
The Post’s Christmas season kicked off

SPIRITUAL COACH

Students, faculty, and veterans assemble
for the Veterans Day Convocation at the
high school.

801-628-9273 | olgacely@hotmail.com | ASHA
Facebook Reiki heaven and earth

Toys for Teller Tots

My muscles ache
It’s almost more
than I can take
My eyes are weak
Post 171 members Ready to address
the assembly.

There’s no mistake
I’m getting old,
for heaven’s sake
My neck has
a crick

with Santa (a Post member) leading the first
annual Teller County Toy Run on October 9,
2016. No less than 130 bikers with presents
and cash joined Santa for the cause. The ride
started in Divide, Colorado and concluded at
the District Museum in Cripple Creek.
In addition to the unwrapped toys, Santa also
raised over $5,350 in cash donations for the
effort. The toys will be distributed to kids at the
Cripple Creek–Victor High School at 5 p.m.,
December 22, 2016. Toys will also be included
in food baskets and given to the Police Department to take with them on domestic calls.
Santa and the Post 171 elves will be providing gifts to veterans in the Cripple Creek
Wellness Center. Santa will distribute the
Post’s presents to veterans along with nonveteran gifts purchased by the Elks.
Santa will also be at the District Museum
in Cripple Creek on the weekends between
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Post 171
members will be serving hot chocolate and
cider at the same time. This is a perfect time
to visit Santa, take a tour of the museum,
and stop by the District Museum’s gift store.
The District Museum will be open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. during the Holiday Season.

Dee-Ann Troutman recognized
as hospital TRAC STAR
H
eart of the Rockies Regional Medical
Center named Dee-Ann Troutman of
Salida its TRAC STAR of the third quarter at
a hospital ceremony on Nov. 7, 2016. TRAC
STAR is an acronym for the core values that
guide HRRMC employee performance: teamwork, recognition, attitude, customer service,
safety, talent, accountability and respect.
Troutman is a certified nursing assistant
and endoscopy tech in HRRMC’s Surgical Services Department. She has worked
for HRRMC for 20 years. According to her
nomination, “Dee-Ann is the anchor in the
endoscopy suite, always available to come
in on her time off to help when needed. She
has often left evening social activities with
friends and/or family to come in to assist
when the on-call staff needed her expert
help…To say the least, we have never worked
with an endoscopy technician who measures
up to Dee-Ann’s standard of excellence.”
Hospital CEO Bob Morasko presented
Troutman with a $200 gift check, a fleece
jacket with the hospital’s TRAC logo, and
a certificate to be professionally photographed. A plaque with her photo will be
displayed in the hospital café.
Morasko also acknowledged the two other
finalists for the quarterly award, Vinnie
Okada and Marcie Contreras, both of Salida.
Okada, a systems analyst in the Information Systems Department, was praised by
the employee who nominated him for his
“steady, calm demeanor,” and for excelling
“in the talent category — many times in
ways that cannot even be described to folks
outside of information systems. In general,
Vinnie is innovative and creative with his
wide breadth of technical knowledge.”
Contreras, a cook in the Dietary Department, “…comes to work each day with
her friendly game face on,” according to

by Cheryl LaCock

My knees creak

Mount Up!

REIKI
MASTER

Loving Life

HRRMC CEO Bob Morasko congratulates
TRAC STAR ﬁnalist Marcie Contreras
(L) and winner Dee-Ann Troutman at a
hospital ceremony. Finalist Vinnie Okada
was unable to attend the ceremony.
her nomination. “Her infectious personality makes working with her a pleasure and
her presence helps lift morale in the entire
department. She is a perfect example that
attitude is a personal choice and brings her
best to work every day.”
HRRMC employees can nominate any of
their colleagues for the TRAC STAR award.
Members of the hospital’s Communications
Team review all nominations, and then cast
individual ballots to determine the three
finalists and the winner. All finalists are eligible to be named TRAC STAR of the Year.

My skin’s
too thin
Sometimes I feel like I just can’t win
The aches and pains are worth the gains
Every sunrise is a beautiful rebirth
Of another day on God’s green Earth
Getting old sucks and that’s no lie
But I’m still not ready to die!
This is the first poem Cheryl wrote since she was under 30 years old.
Thank you for sharing your latest creative endeavor!

AM I HAPPY
WITH MY CURRENT
PROPANE PROVIDER?
IF YOU CANÕ T CHECK
ALL OF THE BOXES,
YOU NEED TO

MAKE THE SWITCH
TO

GLASER ENERGY
GROUP, INC.
PRICE PROTECTED
Programs
RELIABLE Scheduled
Deliveries
NO HIDDEN FEES
FREE Safety Gas Check

LOCAL AND
FAMILY OWNED
CALL US TODAY...
START SAVING TOMORROW!

719-687-1180
Like us on Facebook

www.glaserenergygroup.com

BEAT THE
HOLIDAY
SHIPPING
RUSH.

• Certified Packing Experts
• Multiple shipping options
• Package tracking
Stop by The UPS Store® and we’ll
expertly pack and ship your gifts today.

Mail Boxes Etc., Inc. is a UPS® company. The UPS Store® locations are independently
owned and operated by franchisees of Mail Boxes Etc., Inc. in the USA and by its
master licensee and its franchisees in Canada. Services, pricing and hours of operation
may vary by location. Copyright © 2011 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.
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THE CLOTHES
CLOSET

Free
Clothes &
Food for
Struggling
Families

HOURS:

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY
1 PM UNTIL 4 PM

108 North Park
Woodland Park
719-687-2388

MONEY
IN YOUR
POCKET!

Regional newspaper seeks
local part-time sales
reps in Colorado Springs,
Breckenridge, and Cañon City.
• Set your own hours
• Generous commissions
• Your time is your money

Call 719-686-7393 or email
UteCountryNewspaper@gmail.com

Native Plants of the Ute Country

Far View
Horse Rescue

Piñon Pine Pinus edulis
by Mary Menz

by Flip Boettcher

photos by Mary Menz

F

ar View Horse Rescue, located as it is, on 40 acres
between U.S. Highway 285 and Colorado Highway 9
several miles south of Fairplay, does indeed have a far view.
On November 5, 2016 a Volunteer and Rescue Appreciation day with 40 volunteers telling stories of their hard
work, rescued horses and homes found for those horses
took place. Eight world-famous Budweiser Clydesdale
horses made a surprise visit to the event.
The Clydesdales, pulling a big red wagon, were leading
a flatbed pickup truck loaded with two tons of Purina horse
feed donated by Purina Animal Nutrition to FVHR as part
of their sponsorship of A Home for Every Horse program.
The Budweiser Clydesdales have a “longstanding relationship with Purina and are exclusively fed Purina feed,” said
a Purina press release.
FVHR is a 501(C)3 non-profit organization “dedicated to
providing shelter, care, rehabilitation and adoption services
for abused, neglected, abandoned and unwanted horses.
FVHR is committed to reducing the number of unwanted
horses by providing community resources through equine
education, information and referral services,” stated the
mission statement on the Far View website: www.farviewhorserescue.com.
The FVHR vision statement is to “Find our rescued
horses successful partnerships with new owners, through
caring youth and adult volunteers plus horsemanship
education,” stated the website. FVHR accomplishes their
goals with many youth and adult volunteers, and volunteers are always needed.
A Home for Every Horse was started in 2011 as a result
of a partnership between the Equine Network, the leading
publisher of Equine News, and The American Horse Council’s Unwanted Horse Coalition. The program helps to connect horses needing homes in over 600 rescues across the
United States with people looking for horses. This program
is a good resource for 501 non-profit horse rescues. FVHR
was chosen from the 600 horse rescues for this gift.
To date, Purina has, “donated more than 800 tons of horse
feed to help rehabilitate horses across the country through
our sponsorship of A Home for Every Horse,” said Purina Animal
Nutrition Director of Lifestyle Marketing James Kinnear in the Purina
press release. “We are pleased to offer this gift to Far View Horse Rescue and hope it helps the organization continue to make such a positive impact on the horses and volunteers involved,” Kinnear added.
Purina Animal Nutrition LLC is headquartered in Shoreview,
Minnesota and is a wholly owned subsidiary of Land O’ Lakes, Inc.
Purina is “an industry-leading innovator offering complete feeds,
supplements, premixes, ingredients and specialty technologies for

W
the livestock and lifestyle animal markets,” stated the press release.
Purina has over 4,700 local cooperatives, independent dealers and
other large retail stores across the country.
Purina video-taped the delivery of the two tons of horse grain by
the Clydesdales. One can view the video on the Far View website.
“Every horse deserves a good home. When we can find new homes
for rescued horses, it makes everything worthwhile,” says Page Van
Meter, lead volunteer for FVHR. “We couldn’t do all of this without
the help of our youth and adult volunteers and the support of programs
such as A Home for Every Horse and Purina Horse Feed.”

Advertise in the
local paper that
actually gets
read...
n 16,000 papers printed each month
n Average 95% pick-up rate
n 7,000+ direct mailed in Teller & Park Counties
n Over 170 distribution points in over 4 counties
Your advertising dollar goes further in the
paper that gets read “cover-to-cover”.
- most commonly heard feedback from our readers.

Call or Email for
more information
on how to get your
word out!
719-686-7393
utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com

inter is a great time to admire the beauty of conifer trees. The conifers of the
Ute Country include spruce, fir, and pine and
each is unique in the form of its seed cones
and needles. Without the distractions of the
colorful, spring and summer blooming native
plants, winter provides a time to admire and
study the “brown roses” of the conifers.
The Piñon Pine is a favorite of conifer
lovers. It occurs in elevations that range
from 4500’ to 9500’. At higher elevations it
is less common, but can be found in sunny,
dry microclimates.
As the Latin name implies, edulis means
edible. Piñon comes from the Spanish word
for pine. The Piñon Pine is a favorite food
source of humans, small mammals, and birds.
While this conical shaped pine can grow to

more than 20 feet, they are often small in the
Ute Country, making it easy for humans to
harvest the cones for their seeds — that is, if
you can get to them before the other animals.

Tasty seeds for humans
and animals alike

Piñon Jays (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus),
members of the Corvidae family of Crows
and Stellar’s Jays, heavily depend on the
seeds of the Piñon Pine. It’s also a favorite
food source of other jays, woodpeckers and
squirrels. Turkey, black bear, porcupine,
woodrats, and even the Abert’s squirrel, who
relies on the Ponderosa Pine nuts as its primary food source, is known to indulge in the
tasty Piñon Pine seeds when stumbled upon.

The Piñon Pine cones start out green and mature into
lovely brown roses (left). The needles are usually
found 2 per fascicle or “sheath.”
The closed cone still houses the nutritious nuts (center).
The Piñon Pine is a conical shaped conifer that can reach 20-30
feet tall, but is usually much smaller in Ute Country (right).

Birds and small mammals alike cache the
Piñon Pine seeds for consumption later in the
season. Studies reveal that Clark’s Nutcrackers also love the Piñon Pine nuts and have
been observed carrying and caching seeds of
the Piñon Pine as far away as 14 miles from
their source. While most caches are depleted
by the industrious animals in cold winter
months, the remnants are often a source of
new seedlings in spring.
The Piñon Pine continues to be a staple
food source for native tribes of the Southwestern states. The low hanging branches
of this pine make collecting the cones easy.
They can be shaken or picked from the
boughs when green. When they dry out and
open, the nuts can be retrieved for ovenroasting or pan-toasting.

The seeds are a high calorie food source.
One starving survivor of a search team
who set out to rescue the Donner Party in
1846 was fed Piñon Pine nuts by the native
people who found him. He was one of only
a third of the men who survived that cold
winter in the Sierras. Now, Piñon Pine nuts
are a fall treat to anyone who can find the
savory roasted nuts sold on the roadside or
in gourmet food shops.
The nuts of the Piñon Pine are excellent
in many dishes — savory or sweet. For some
good recipes, visit www. Piñons.com/recipes/.
Mary Menz is a naturalist and Colorado
Native Plant Master. She loves to search for
— and ﬁnd — native plants. You can reach
her at snowberryblossom@gmail.com.
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Guffey gets gas

Reﬂections

by Flip Boettcher

A

Guffey propane up and running
photo by Flip Boettcher

by David Martinek

s 2016 nears to a close, we are greeted
with a season that always cheers us at
the end of every year — Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Perhaps, by design, these holidays give us an opportunity, after troubling
months, to reflect on things more important
to us than elections, politics and adversity.
The three short essays below are a reflection
on one of the blessings I consider important
in my life – living the mountains.

The Waterfalls of Cascade

They have romantic names. Tumbling
out of the foothills about five miles west of
Manitou Springs below Pikes Peak, and emptying into Fountain Creek, rippling waters
“cascade” over rocks and ledges to create a
series of waterfalls that named a town. Names
like Crystal Spray, Fairy Falls, Lullaby Falls,
McGregor Falls, Peek-a-boo Falls, Silver
Cascade, Souvenir Falls and The Stairway
are all waterfalls that converge about halfway
down Ute Pass and around which the town
of Cascade (formerly Cascade Canon) was
founded in 1886. Truth be known, there are
waterfalls all up and down Ute Pass.

The long, black epoxy covered 18,000 gallon propane tank is in the ground and ready
for the pea gravel and ﬁll-dirt.

B

Christmas in
Guffey, Colorado

Open HOuse
Sunday, December 11, 2016
10am-5pm

• Holiday Dessert Specials
• Local Artist Demonstrations
• 10-20% Discounts in The Gift Shop
• Samples & Hot Cocoa or Spiced Cider
• Caroling & Community Tree Lighting 4pm

Join us for the fun & get your Special
Gift Shopping done in Guffey!
Open Wednesday-Sunday 8am-5pm
(Breakfast & Lunch)

336 Main Street • Guffey, CO 80820

719-286-8589

eginning in December, the Guffey area
will have an operational propane distribution site built and operated by Affordable Fuels
out of Elizabeth, Colorado. The acre and a half
site is located just north of Guffey on the top of
Gold Hill on property owned by local resident
Bill Betz. The site is not visible from the
county road. Betz has been trying for a number
of years to bring more affordable propane and
better service to the Guffey area.
In the months-long process to get Park
County Commissioners’ approval for the
propane site, Betz had to get community
support and support of the Guffey-based
Southern Park County Fire Protection District. The commissioners approved the site in
October of this year.
The SPCFPD board of directors had a
special meeting addressing the propane site
and community concerns in December, 2015.
Affordable Fuels’ co-founder, president and
CEO Gary Guagenti attended the meeting to
address concerns and answer questions. Also
at the meeting was Glen Slanaker, owner
and installer of Loveland Meter Service,
who is installing the tank. James Richardson,
co-founder, Vice President and driver for the
company was unable to attend the meeting.
The 18,000 gallon tank will be underground and is only ever filled to 85 percent
like a household tank, said Slanaker. The
tank is approximately 10 feet wide by 40
feet long and is covered in black epoxy. The
top of the tank will be 18 inches underground and the tank will be filled underneath
and all around with 10 to 12 inches of pea
gravel and then filled with dirt, added Slanaker. According to Betz, a tank of this kind
should be operational for 50 years.
The road to the site has been widened to
20 feet to accommodate the 3,400 gallon
service trucks, the 8,500 gallon delivery
trucks and any fire vehicles if necessary.
There will only be filling of the underground
tank and service trucks at the site. No private
filling will be available.
With site safety being an issue, Slanaker

Adopt Me
Sammy
S

said there were many backups and safety features with propane, a flammable gas. Some of
the safety features include double locking hose
connections and interior tank locking valves
that only open with nitrogen gas. There is also
lots of insurance required and training for anyone working with propane, Slanaker said.
“Being underground,” said Slanaker, “really eliminates any possibility of a tank rupture. If that unlikely event were to happen,
being heavy, the propane would sink and
with no air, there could be no fire.” There
is only one manhole cover in the top of the
tank with all the hoses passing through it.
All of Affordable Fuels’ trucks are inspected yearly. All drivers need a Commercial Driver’s License and Hazmat (hazardous materials) classes. Anyone who handles
propane has to also pass a special safety
class called CTAP, said Slanaker.
At the meeting Guagenti said the company is very dedicated and customer service
orientated. Guagenti said the company
wanted to hire a full time driver from the
area and establish a monthly route. The
company would use the tank site as a hub
for the area deliveries.
According to a recent email from Betz,
Affordable Fuels is still looking to hire
someone. “It’s a good company to work for
and they will treat you with respect,” he
added. If you are interested, call the office at
719-493-3121.
“Having our own local propane site will
have advantages for our community. It will
provide lower pricing and service that other
propane companies will have to meet if they
want to service this area,” said Betz.
Betz started his propane campaign by
getting the propane companies together at a
town hall meeting to establish the best group
rate every year. People were not obligated
to accept the rate and could continue to use
whatever propane company they wanted.
Betz would like to see these yearly meetings continue, but he can no longer organize
them because of a conflict of interest.

by Ark-Valley Humane Society

ammy is a 2-year old
Domestic Shorthair mix cat
who is FIV and FeLV positive.
This means he has Feline Aids
and Feline Leukemia, BUT…
before you assume that he’s
on a hundred medicines and
in poor condition, let me stop
you. Other than his diagnosis,
he’s perfectly healthy and acts
like a normal, playful two year
old cat! He LOVES dogs so although he needs to be the only cat and live indoors, he is not
contagious to canines and would really prefer to have a dog brother or sister. He’s playful,
snuggly, and loves taking naps right next to you (or on you) while you relax. He’s mellow
and easy-going and is an all-around amazing cat. Would you consider adopting him and giving him the home he deserves?
Sammy’s adoption fee is waived in hopes of finding his new family!
Learn more about Sammy at Ark Valley Humane Society at 701 Gregg Drive in Buena
Vista, or call 719-395-2737.

An historic photo of the Silver Cascade
waterfall. (Denver Public Library)
Because of the descent in elevation of
nearly 3,000 feet from the summit in Divide,
it is inevitable that the waters of Catamount,
Crystola, Fountain and Wellington Creeks
would flow through the declining landscape
with dramatic results. The small falls around
Cascade, and her sister towns of Chipita Park
and Green Mountain Falls, may not have been
the most popular, compared to Rainbow Falls
in Manitou Springs or Seven Falls in Colorado
Springs, but they are no less beautiful.
The waterfalls around Cascade can still be
explored today if you are willing to hike up the
foothills to see them. In the Ute Pass area, we
are only a waterfall away from our history.

Going to Work in the Morning
in Summer – a Fantasy
Stepping out the front door of my cabin
north of Divide and heading for the garage, I’m greeted by two rather inquisitive
chipmunks scampering around. Unlike the
cartoon munks from the movies (i.e., Alvin,

Simon and Theodore); these are the real
thing. They have dark brown stripes down
their backs, are about four inches long and
appear nervous. I have done favors for them
in the past by putting out water or dropping
small chunks of lettuce or nuts for them to
eat. They’ve appreciated it and greet me
most mornings with a cautious welcoming
smile. But, they fear the god that I am to
them and wisely dart into a hole as I pass by.
Backing out of my garage, it’s only a short
distance to the paved road running through
the former Lazy K ranch heading toward
Divide. Circling around the second “S” curve
from the Spring Valley entrance, a couple of
female mule deer look up from their morning
breakfast. Deer are normally well accustomed
to human contact, particularly to passing cars,
so they brave the roadside for personal consumption — the grass is greener there. But if
you slow and peer closely at them, their little
heads will jerk up in an “OMG, run Delores!”
look on their frantic little faces as they disappear into the trees.
Up ahead just beyond the last curve the cow
conference seems to have broken up. Usually,
when I start for work a little earlier, I often
come upon such a conference in session in
the meadow just across the fence. Here’s the
scene: There’s a group of cows lying down in
somewhat of a semi-circle, all facing the same
direction, while a couple of other cows are
standing very importantly in the middle facing
the group, relating the morning’s instructions,
I imagine. But on this morning, I was a bit late
so the meeting was over and individuals were
wandering off to selected spots to begin their
daily grazing, their calves bounding behind.
Others were busy talking in small clichés and
looking over their shoulders, for what reason
I do not know. I’m not that current on their
social networks.
The rollercoaster ride that is County Road
5 north of Divide consists of a series of
eleven ridges running east and west across
which the road spans perpendicularly north
and south. My drive this morning, and every
morning, is always a series of ascents and
descents, up and down, as I leave the aspen
and pine trees near the National Forest and
enter the broad meadows leading to U.S. 24
— meadows where seed potatoes and iceberg lettuce once grew back in the ‘20s and
30s. I can still see the terraces in some of the
fields from those times. Understanding what
these landmarks mean, and what happened
here in the past, makes living here so much
more meaningful — and that is no fantasy.
My deep thought is interrupted by an
enormous, four-footed animal in the middle
of the road, causing me to screech to a stop.
Elk appear to be some of the stupidest critters
on the earth, although they are quite clever.
But, every time I see one, especially when
a group of cows are parked on the road, I’m
reminded of Edgar Bergen’s puppet character,
Mortimer Snerd. They are the largest species
of deer in the world, aside from the moose,
and I’m convinced they don’t see cars as a
danger, but rather some kind of other creature
they haven’t learned to fear yet. Or, perhaps
they’re just confused. Anyway, this female
elk (the males stay in the woods) is just standing there in the middle of the road looking
at me with an “aw shucks” stare (“yep, yep,
yep”). However, before I can yell something
crude out the window, she hops gracefully
over the fence with a look of oblique indifference that only her backside, tail up, can ad-

If you know a
senior in need,
call us…
(719) 687-3330
OUR Mission:

To enhance the quality
of life for Teller County
Residents by providing:
• Transportation -

NEMT MEDICAID
PROVIDER

TELLER SENIOR COALITION
750 E. Hwy 24, Bldg. 2, Suite 100 • Woodland Park, CO
www.tellerseniorcoalition.org

• Home Delivered Meals
• Caregiver Support
& Respite
• Case Management
& Referral Services

This view down upper Ute Pass from Crystola shows the broadening of the canyon into
the beginning of meadows and tree-dotted ridgelines. photo by David Martinek
equately express. They are handsome beasts;
but is there a lot upstairs?
Finally, the morning wouldn’t be complete without running upon a large colony
of ground squirrels, or prairie dogs, poking
their heads up above the ground across acres
of pasture, or racing between holes that connect a vast network of underground tunnels.
Many can be seen licking up the salt from
the rocks along the roadside. Some even run
across the road ahead of my car, then pause,
and stand up to think about their situation,
change their minds and dart back where
they came from. Indecisive creatures, some
unfortunately don’t make it. But alas, I’ve
heard that all the good ones go to prairie dog
heaven to be reincarnated as human “busybodies.” I’ll bet you didn’t know that.
The stop light at Divide is just ahead.
Time to come back to reality and start a new
day. Oh well…

One of several chipmunks that greet me in
the morning of summer as I step out of my
cabin. photo by David Martinek

An Anthem to Ute Pass.

Driving west up the canyon of Ute Pass
from Colorado Springs, the geologic history of the Pikes Peak region is revealed
in the rocks, if you know what to look for.
Sandstone and red rock striations mark the
beginning of your journey up the Pass from
Manitou Springs, followed by pink granite
cliffs that characterize the distinctive signature of the Pikes Peak foothills. Along the
road runs Fountain Creek, still carving the
landscape with its fingernail.
Obscured by highway widening and erosion, the old “Midland” railroad grade and
several tunnels can be seen on the south side
of the Pass. But as you reach the broadening
ridges on either side of Cascade, the view
spreads out into meadows and trees exposing quaint communities of mountain culture.
Cascade, Chipita Park and Green Mountain Falls lead you to the Teller County line
where the billboards stop and conservation

easements begin. Starting as camping areas
and tent-towns, these villages rest gently
along the creek at the base of a series of canyons and waterfalls, and flow one-into-theother as you proceed up the Pass towards
Crystola, the land of the spiritualist.
Up ahead, Woodland Park, the largest
community in Teller County, arches around
an elbow in the highway 18 miles from the
Springs. The “City Above the Clouds” is often in them, as the weather determines. It is
a destination and a base camp for thousands
of tourists each year who come to enjoy the
peace, quiet, and natural beauty that can be
seen from every doorstep. Over everyone’s
shoulder is one of the most wondrous views
of Pikes Peak imaginable.
Your trip up the last segment of the Pass,
over Blue Bird Hill and beyond through
acres of meadow with Pikes Peak on your
left, finally brings you to Divide and the
Ute Pass summit. As you do, you sense a
peacefulness “at altitude,” in the shadow of
“America’s Mountain.”
Each of the settlements in Teller County
exhibits its own style of living, reflecting its
origins, as well as a distinctive and independent attitude. With a heavy emphasis on
a mountain environment and a love for the
land and wildlife, it is no wonder that so
many people from sister states succumb to
the attraction and come to Pikes Peak country on vacation. Many decide to stay. They
join a growing crowd of folks who desire the
serenity of a cloud-high mountain view.
Up here, where Western Slope towers
above the plains, the air is thinner and the
stars twinkle brighter in the night sky. The
morning sunrise seems to always shine upon
a crisp and clean new day. The sun in the
Rockies warms you like no other place. The
water isn’t polluted and the deer, elk and bear
still have first claim to the land. The legacy of
the Pike’s Peak region lures you just as dramatically as it did the Ute Indians and those
later-day cowboys, railroad men, miners and
prospectors seeking fame and fortune in the
late 1800s. For some it’s an escape; for others, it’s a real-life picture out of a travel book.
But anyone who lives here knows there is
more here than the gold mining, a majestic
view of Pikes Peak, the alpine atmosphere or
the preponderance of Ponderosa and Douglas
Fir trees dotting the countryside. More than
the beauty of a million wild flowers blooming
in colorful eruptions when Spring finally arrives in June. More than a need to slow down
along a country road to let the elk pass from
one meadow to another. No, instead, it is
ALL these things. It is a feeling, too, perhaps
undefinable, that instinctively and peacefully
refreshes our spirit and inspires our soul,
changing us, changing you…forever.

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

from all of us at the Ute Country News!
Be sure to do your Holiday shopping
at the great establishments
advertising within these pages.
You’ll be glad you did!
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Reiki Heaven and Earth

Kat House Liquor & Splendid Pleasures

by Olga Daich

by Kathy Hansen

Antiques, Art and Alcohol

Distance healing and Reiki

I

took three years of acupuncture classes;
I was amazed to learn about acupuncture
meridians. Learning how our emotions
affect our body’s energy, how the energy
(called “chi” in some cultures) feeds each
organ in our body, and how we are deeply
connected with the natural elements was
enlightening. A phrase coming from my
instructor stuck deep in my mind: “A good
doctor of acupuncture is not one who will
stick a hundred needles in a patient’s body
but one who can help the healing process
with only one needle.” He was talking about
the power of the intention, I never forgot
that statement. Today I think I can say we
don’t even need a single needle to start a
healing process; what is in our hearts is what
makes the difference. The intention and love
are the most powerful “tools” we can use to
start a healing process.
I am not saying that you shouldn’t go to
the doctor if you are sick. There are different tools you can use to heal your body if
you are ill. Traditional doctors, doctors of
acupuncture, holistic doctors and so on. It is
your choice to follow the path that you feel
is right for you.
I truly believe our body can be affected
by our emotions. There are many books
that teach us about the connection between
emotions and illness as there is a lot to say
about that. May I invite you to do your own
research about the subject, and whichever
path you choose for your healing process,
keep in mind that your body is responding to
your emotions. Look deep inside yourself;
each emotion will affect your body for bad
or for good.
My intention here is to share with you my
experience in a healing process. The story l
will share with you today is very close to me
since this happened to my dad.
My dad has always been a very healthy
and energetic man. He loves playing tennis,
hiking in the mountains, riding motorcycles,
and other things that most men at his age (he
is 78 years old) don’t do anymore. I can say
he has a young spirit within him.
I was born in Colombia and after getting
my Physical Therapist degree, I decided to
move to Venezuela, the country where my

photos by Jeff Hansen

dad was living. Then, in 2009 I came to the
USA, leaving behind my dad and most of
my brothers and sisters; we are a total of 13.
For years, my relationship with my dad
was “normal” but then some things happened and our relationship changed. At
some point I decided to stay away from him.
By that time I was working on getting my
workshop ready, “Heaven and Earth”. This
workshop was created to teach about energy,
chakras, electromagnetic fields in our body,
sacred geometry, healing techniques, Reiki
and more concepts, all connecting the spiritual world and science.
I worked on this project for two years.
I was blessed to meet a beautiful soul; her
name is Maria, who was my partner in this
project. I found out we have the same background, she is also a Physical Therapist, she
studied acupuncture, floral therapy and Reiki.

Today I think I can
say we don’t even
need a single needle
to start a healing
process; what is in
our hearts is what
makes the difference.
After two years, we had the workshop ready.
At that time, still my relationship with dad
wasn’t the best. However, knowing he likes
spiritual teachings, I decided to invite him.
He came to our workshop and I will always
remember him sitting in the front row taking
notes on everything. That warmed my heart.
The two-day workshop was an amazing experience for all of us. At the end of the workshop, all the participants came to thank us and
ask questions. Then I saw my dad coming
my way. He had tears in his eyes, he told me
“Thank you, daughter, coming here today has
been the best gift in my life; I didn’t realize I
have been sleeping all my life”.
Our relationship changed. We now share a
strong connection. There is no more Karma

between us; we
healed our relationship. We now
share Dharma,
which involves a
loving relationship.
Around four
years ago, I
received a phone
call from my dad’s wife. She told me that
my dad was sick. He went from having a
bad headache to being hospitalized in only
24 hours. His kidneys were failing. He had
a blood infection. His liver was also having
trouble. It seemed that his organs were shutting down.
It was impossible for me to go to Venezuela at that time. However, since I knew
the best doctors and nurses in the city (I
worked there for 26 years), I started making
phone calls to provide for my dad the best
medical care he could get.
My dad was getting worse. My best friend
Maria went to see him. She told me that she
didn’t believe he would survive. Since his
kidneys were failing, the doctors told my
family that he needed dialysis and moved
him to ICU, thinking he may need breathing assistance. Having worked as an ICU
respiratory therapist, I knew what that would
mean for my dad.
I knew the doctors were doing all that
they could to help him, but I also knew that
my dad was dying.
I was feeling so helpless. During these
five or six days, my focus was to provide
him with the best medical care and I didn’t
even think about sending Reiki to him. You
may be wondering why? …I don’t know the
answer. I guess my fear and worry distracted
me and blocked my faith.
I went to my special room in my house. I
wanted to be alone. I wanted to pray. While I
was praying, Reiki finally came to my mind,
so I prepared the room and myself for a
distance Reiki session.
I started with breathing relaxation, then
I was trying to clear out all my thoughts, it
was not easy. After a while I began to feel
calm and relaxed, so I started the Reiki.

What I clearly remember is feeling
the love coming
from the hearts of
all my brothers
and sisters to our
dad. I remember
becoming the
channel of that
love to our dad.
I saw the light in his lungs, kidneys, and
blood. His whole body was pure light; I felt
the presence of my spiritual guide. It was a
beautiful love experience.
I finished the Reiki and went to bed. I didn’t
tell anyone about the Reiki distant healing.
The next morning, I called my dad’s wife
as I did every day since he got sick. This
is what she said, “Olga I don’t understand
this, but this morning when I went to see
your dad in the ICU he told me, ‘Olga was
here last night, I saw her coming through
the door’, he didn’t say more, by that time
he could barely speak.” Still, I didn’t tell her
about the Reiki, but I knew we were blessed.
My dad began a miraculous recovery.
What helped my dad to get his health back?
The reader is free to think it was because
of the medical care or because of the Reiki
healing, or maybe both. I choose to think it
was because of both; for me Reiki boosted
the healing process, becoming in a blessing
tool to help the doctor job.
Today my dad is back to his routine
activities. He is playing tennis, hiking the
mountain, and riding his motorcycle again.
As I say in my last article (see November 2016 issue of Ute Country News page
13) quantum physics brings the connection
between the spiritual and physical world.
Three of the quantum physics principles
explained to me how distance healing works
are: There is no time and space; a particle
can be in different places at the same time;
and all particles are connected.

S

ometimes it’s the weirdest combinations that make the most sense. Who
would have thought a liquor store could
be the perfect balance to a resale shop of
unique treasures?
“The liquor store puts the bread and
butter on the table. The Splendid Pleasures
side is the fun side; it’s where our passion
lies,” gleamed Kathryn (Kat) Chandler,
owner of the building located at 415 Victor
Avenue in Victor, Colorado.
For about seven years the building’s
storefront was an antique store before it was
leased to a new manager who transformed it
into a liquor store in 2011. Earlier this year,
the management of the building reverted to
the owner of the building, Kat, who revisited
her passion of finding, staging, and reselling
antiques, as well as other items of interest. She realized the space could really best
serve both purposes.
She just had to convince her friend, Mona
Campbell to be her partner on the Splendid
Pleasures side.
Mona had been managing the Victor
Lowell Thomas Museum and wasn’t sure
she really wanted to give it up; history is her
passion.
Kat reminded Mona she has many passions, like making hats, collecting bling, and
let’s not forget having that crafter’s eye for
combining a few items to create an entirely
new piece!
The first year of the new enterprise is going well! The pair enjoys finding new items
for the shop as well as creating eye-catching
displays for items they already had.
Wait until you see all the shiny “bling”
pieces so nicely displayed in the series

If you have any questions or want to
contact me for a Reiki appointment you
can reach me by email: olgacely@hotmail.
com, please write REIKI as a subject in your
email. Namaste.

IndyGive! Campaign in Teller County
T

ticipants since May of 2015.
Caregivers providing 24/7
care to loved ones deserve,
and are in need of, respite
support on a regular basis.
DayBreak also offers education and support
to the caregiver, while providing their loved
one with new, yet familiar, opportunities for
socialization, stimulating activities, community engagement, and intergenerational
connections. Visit this site to donate: www.
indygive.com/daybreak

he annual IndyGive! Campaign runs
through December 31st. Teller County
has three non-profits participating this year:
Community Partnership, DayBreak, and
TCRAS.

Community Partnership
Family Resource Center

Come be a part of IndyGive and make a
difference! It is with your support that CPFRC continues to provide tools, skills and
enrichment activities which strengthen families of Teller County as it has for the last 24
years. Help us reach our goal of $10,000,
and it will be matched by the Newmont
America Cripple Creek/Victor Mine.
Within our community, risk factors ranging from job instability, transiency, and
family conflict can all too easily lead to
poverty, homelessness, and the deterioration
of the family unit. Community Partnership
Family Resource Center creates a safety net
of agencies, programs, and resources to improve their odds, keeping families together
and helping them thrive, become self-reliant,
fully functional and positive contributors to
our community.
Our programs lead to expanded education,
work and income opportunities, stronger
bonds between parents and children, and
healthier lifestyles. Your contribution will
help us find a new meeting space and grow
our programs to meet the increased demand
for services. Visit this site to donate: www.
indygive.com/CPFRC

DayBreak

We are ‘on the move’ at DayBreak – An
Adult Day Program, and thrilled to be part of
the IndyGive! Class of 2016. As the first, and
only, respite care facility in Teller County,
DayBreak provides respite care for caregivers
and a day out for their loved ones. Donations from this year’s IndyGive campaign
will support general operations at DayBreak,
and provide program support for our newly
implemented Mobile Community Connect
Program. In August, DayBreak was fortunate
to purchase a 15-passenger van with memorial contributions from former participant,
Mrs. Helgi Oaks. The van enables DayBreak
to transport participants to and from the program, and to various activities in, and around,
Teller County — keeping community connections intact for DayBreak participants.
DayBreak serves individuals with Dementia, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Traumatic
Brain Injuries, and/or those in need of minimal supervision and increased socialization
to avoid isolation, depression, and dangerous
situations. DayBreak has been providing a
“home away from home” setting for par-

TCRAS

So many of us consider our pets part of
our family. They give us unconditional love,
acceptance and support. We know we have
to be their advocates and voices, since they
aren’t able to speak for themselves. When
we hear about an animal who is lost, needing
a home, or in pain, we want to help.
At TCRAS, we believe every animal
deserves love, good health and the best life
possible. One of our programs is the Mighty
Medical Fund — for animals that need special medical care. In addition to these funds,
we also utilize community support, the help
of our local vets, our incredible staff and our
volunteers to rescue and rehabilitate animals,
including those that otherwise would not have
a chance at life. It is YOUR SUPPORT that
makes all of our work possible! Generous
donations from people like you allow us to
continue helping animals get a new “leash”
on life! When you donate through the Give!
Campaign, your support allows us to earn

even MORE money in matching grants —
making a BIG DIFFERENCE in the lives of
animals in the Pikes Peak region. This year
we hope to raise at least $9,500 so that we
can qualify for an additional $9,500 in matching grants from some of our generous donors.
To see what kind of difference our Mighty
Medical Fund can make, we’d like to introduce you to Marcella:
Marcella, a fun-loving puppy that was
found with a severely damaged left front
leg, was transferred to TCRAS so that she
could get the medical help she needed.
Through collaboration with local vets,
we discovered her leg had neurological
damage which caused her pain and meant
that she could not use it. The leg began to
atrophy, more x-rays were done and we
even tried acupuncture, but nothing was
helping. It was determined that the leg
would have to be amputated. While in our
care, we also discovered that Marcella
was deaf. It was amazing what a happy,
loving puppy she was — eager to connect
to people and never letting anything slow
her down. We knew she was a special dog
and would need extra care and the right
home and that she would make someone
very happy. Now Marcella has been
adopted and has a new name — Luna.
She is doing very well and is getting special training to help with her inability to
hear. She is still energetic and fun-loving
and is an absolute joy to be around. She
brightens the lives of everyone she meets!
To find out more about TCRAS and the animals you can help with your donation, please
visit our website at www.tcrascolorado.org.
To donate visit www.indygive.com/nonprofit/
teller-county-regional-animal-shelter/

Mona Campbell (left)
and Kat Chandler (right) .

Adopt Me
by Humane Society
of Fremont County

of glass jewelry cases.
Everything is so sparkly.
Mona said, “Kids seem
to be drawn to this case;
they’ve been known to
walk right into it!”
Really, there is a LOT
to see in that cabinet.
We counted eight spider
pieces, a cameo collection, and no less than
three tiaras. I laughed
when I saw those.
Evidently, I’m not the
only one. Kat said the
last woman who laughed
about the tiaras ended up
buying one. It turns out
the customer chuckled at
why anyone would want
one in this day and age,
to which Kat quickly replied, “For bubble baths,
of course!”
Shiny “bling” pieces are nicely displayed in the series of glass jewelry cases in the Splended Pleasures
Sold! One tiara!
By the way, they also
half of the store. The other half, as seen in the left portion of the above photo, is stocked
have an antique bath tub.
with their customer’s favorite libations.
The outside was copper
construction, the inside
abundance of creative energy, and a great
but since you brought it up I should menwas galvanized and it had a walnut rim.
sense of humor. They truly are peopletion they are very good listeners and aim
What a find!
people who like to have fun.
to please. They are willing to stock what
One walk-through is not enough; it is simI asked how they came upon the name
customers request, so don’t be shy in asking
ply not possible to see everything they have
Splendid Pleasures. Mona tilted her head,
for your favorite brands of beer, wine, or
to offer all at once. You may ending walking as if it should have been obvious, “Beliquor. They’ll do their best to keep it in
right past a door brandishing a mural of the
cause we’re only going to sell things that
stock for you.
Garden of the Gods painted by a local artist,
bring us pleasure!”
They are open every day from 11 a.m. to
Tracie Smith on the way through, but find
She wasn’t referring to the wine or liquor,
7 p.m.
it stops you dead in your tracks on the walk
back. Tracie also has hand-painted ornaments on display — see photo on cover. It
just may be that you are drawn to the porcelain kitchen tchotchke only to find your eye
hops to a colorful collection of scarfs.
As you look through the vast assortment,
your gaze is captured by an array of brightly
colored shawl wraps, blankets, and ponchos.
Splendid Pleasures carries a line of finely
woven articles created by Blessings From
Ecuador. I dare you to look at them and not
touch. Go ahead; try it! They are SO irresistibly soft. Accessorize the scarf with a Tagua
nut necklace. The same line also offers
handmade bags, totes and backpacks. Examine the quality crafty-work for yourself.
The best surprise is the prices in the
store are incredibly reasonable. A tight
budget could go far here and the likelihood that you’d find something for even
the most difficult to buy for on your shopping list is high.
You will have fun poking around
Splendid Pleasures and discovering all the
interesting treasures. There is plenty to see,
there’s music playing in the background
setting a peaceful mood, and there is Kat
You can ﬁnd a porcelain kitchen tchotchke (left), or a Tagua nut necklace, handmade
and Mona who are fun people to be around.
They each have upbeat personalities, an
bag, tote and backpacks created by Blessings From Ecuador (right).

Grannys’ High Altitude Super Hemp
The Purple Building in Lake George

No High, Just Health!

HEMP FOR
THE
HOLIDAYS!
Meet Bond!
H

i I’m Bond. I’ve been at the shelter for a
while now and would really like to find
my perfect fur-ever home soon. I am a sweet
Aussie /Catahoula mix. I am a very friendly
boy who enjoys hanging out with people and
getting belly rubs. Did I mention I passed all
handling tests and walk nicely on a leash?
Sure do! I am not very interested in balls
or toys though. I would do best in a home
without children, where I am the only one
receiving all your love.
Think you and I may be the perfect fit?
Call my friends at the Humane Society of
Fremont County today at 719-275-0663 and
tell ‘em you saw me in the paper!

What could be better than gifting your loved ones, friends
and pets with the gift of health and pain relief?
We have CBD pain relief and skin salves, oral CBD
whole plant hemp extract, organic hemp tea,
CBD trans-dermal cream and CBD vaporizers.
We also showcase a wide variety of hemp
products great for gift giving like bath and
beauty products, clothing and nutritionals.

719-748-4736 • grannyshemp.com
Open Mon – Sat 9am – 5pm

WE SHI
P
OVER T ALL
COUNT HE
RY!
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~OUT AND ABOUT~

Check out these activities going on right here in this area. If you know of an activity we should
include, please call us at 719-686-7393 or email us at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com.

ALmA

17 lma Community Christmas Party,
Santa and Potluck. Santa arrives
at 4 p.m., potluck dinner to follow.
719-836-2712.

Halloween fun at Guffey
Community Charter School
by Madison Piotrowski, 6th grader

BUENA VISTA

3 There is a special event in Buena
Vista. It is Buena Vista Christmas
opening on December 3. BV
HOPE will have a table at the
Watershed building 314 E. Main St.
and giving out Organic chocolates
during the chocolate walk from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. We will be educating
people that if they buy organic or
fair trade chocolate they can stop
the chocolate slavery cycle in our
world today. The Equine parade
brings Santa to town at 2 p.m. and
heads through East Main to South
Main. Santa will be available for
free photos with the children at the
Pinon Real Estate Building 306
East Main from 2:30 p.m. to 5:25
p.m. The Parade of Lights at 5:30
p.m. takes Santa to the lighting of
the Community Christmas Tree
in the Optimist Splash Park at the
corner of Railroad and E Main at
6 p.m. The movie Polar Express
(Sponsored by Pinon Real Estate)
will be shown at noon and 6 p.m.
allowing parents to shop. The Chili
Cook-off will be from 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. east of CKS at 327 E Main.
Donate money to vote for your
favorite chili (money goes to Buena
Vista Heritage to maintain the
museum). Local businesses will
be having events throughout the
day including a Holiday Art show at
the Community Center. Rock Run
Gallery will have a watercolor demo
from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at 902 South
Main. For more on the day’s events
check out the Buena Vista web site
www.buenavistacolorado.org/events/
christmas-opening/

BUENA VISTA

9 & 10 Bethlehem Marketplace returns for the Christmas season December 9
and 10. Presented by Valley Fellowship Church, the walk-through drama is
set in the crowded streets of Bethlehem the day following the birth of Jesus.
Bethlehem’s population has increased by those who have come to be taxed in
Caesar’s census, and the marketplace bustles with activity.
Imagine traveling back in time and becoming part of this experience. Merchants crowd the marketplace with vendors selling their wares to profit from
the influx of visitors. Beggars pursue those who have any money at all. Residents move about their businesses. Stern Roman soldiers seek to control the
crowd. Hearts are humbled by the baby Jesus sleeping in the manger. This is
not a play. Guests are immersed in the experience.
This bi-annual presentation began in the early 1990’s. Over 200 people
representing over 1,800 man-hours are required for the production. Over
1,900 Coloradans attended in 2014, and this year’s presentation promises to
be bigger than ever. Valley Fellowship Church is located two blocks west of
Highway 24 in Buena Vista. Turn west just north of the Brown Dog Roastery
and look for the signs to 608 S. San Juan. Guests to this historic, walk-through
drama are encouraged to arrive anytime between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. and
reminded that admission is free.
• Cañon City Public Library will be
offering our annual “Food For
Fines” event through December
31. Please bring one nonperishable
food item for every overdue fine
that you have and we will remove
the fines from your account. We
will in turn donate the food items
to local food banks.
On-going events at cañon city
library
• Monday B.O.O.K. (babies on our
knees) is a story time and activity
play for 0-24 months at 10:30 a.m.
• Tuesday, Thursday at 10:30 a.m. is
story time and craft for 2 and up.
• Lego club every 2nd and 4th Wednesday at 3:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Cañon City Library is located at
516 Macon Avenue. Call 719-2699020 for more information.

CA„ ON CITY

16 Fremont County Commodity
Supplemental Food Program distribution the 3rd Friday each month
from 9 a.m. to noon at Loaves &
Fishes, 241 Justice Center Rd. Call
Traci Nelson for more information
719-275-0593.
16 Fremont County The Emergency
Food Assistance Program distribution at First United Methodist
Church, 801 Main Street, 1:30
p.m. until gone. Call Erlin Trikell
719-275-4191 X111 for more
information.

cOTTONwOOD
HOt sprING lOdGe
Thursday evenings at 6 p.m., a Spiritual Networking Group meets at
the Cottonwood Hot Springs Lodge
in Buena Vista to discuss issues of
common interest and participate in
a group meditation with a positive
outcome. There is no fee for the
meeting and anyone with an interest is welcome to attend. For more
information, call Cathy or Robin at
719-395-6434. If you would like to
bring a snack to share with a few
other people, it will be appreciated.

CAÑON CIty lIbrAry
3 Common Cents for Eating well on
$6 per day at 2 p.m.
10 Santa at the library noon to 2 p.m.
• save the date: January 7th Rob
Smith Yukon Gold rush talk and
presentation 2 p.m.

continued on next page
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NAMI
6,13,20,27 The NAMI Connections
Support Group for adults living with
a mental illness meets every Tuesday from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at St.
Thomas More Hospital, 1338 Phay
Ave., in the Community Education
Room. The meetings are confidential and led by trained peers.
21 The NAMI Family Support Group
for family members and caregivers of individuals living with
mental illness meets on the third
Wednesday of every month from
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at St. Thomas
More Hospital, 1338 Phay Ave., in
the Community Education Room.
The meetings are confidential and
led by trained family members.
Contact Sherry at 719-315-4975 or
NAMIsoutheastco@gmail.com.

CASCADE

his Halloween was a ton of fun for
Guffey students. From picking pumpkins to carving pumpkins to getting loads of
candy, thanks to the Guffey community. We
sure put the spirit in Halloween spirit.
In the beginning of October we went to
Colon Orchards to pick pumpkins, apples, and try some amazing cider. We had a
chance to pick an apple from any tree which
was a big surprise, because each apple was
either as sweet as can be, or as juicy as can
be. Then we were brought to a field full
of pumpkins where we could choose a big
plump pumpkin. Each student there came
home from the orchard with a nice big
pumpkin and a smile on their face.
After all the fun at the orchard our friends
at the Freshwater set up a pumpkin carving
activity. They had all the pumpkins already
gutted and prepared to be carved. They also

had carving designs and kits. While the older
kids carved their pumpkins, the littler kids
had paint, glitter, stickers, and puffy paint to
design their pumpkin. Everyone enjoyed that
very fun activity.
The very last thing we did was the most
fun of all. We had a Halloween parade where
we all got loads of candy. We went from the
Guffey Garage, to the library, to the post
office, to the Rolling Thunder Cloud Cafe.
Then down to the Bull Moose where they
had a party set up for us. They had pinatas
and lots of treats. From there we went to the
Freshwater and went through a scary maze.
That gave everyone a good spook. After
the maze we went back to school to trade
candy. From there we all went our separate
ways and had much much more fun on this
spectacular Halloween. Thanks to everyone
who made this best Halloween ever!

FOR COST-EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING Second neurologist joins HRRMC
SUMMIT

~OUT AND ABOUT~

2 & 3 Cascade Christmas. Presented
by the Cascade Women’s Club, and
hosted by Backroom Pizza. A new
venue, the historic Red Cloud Inn,
will add nostalgic charm to this year’s
event! Join us beginning Friday night,
December 2nd from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
We will continue the festivities on
Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Shop
a wide variety of holiday arts and
crafts. Our popular homemade cookie
trays will be for sale. Enjoy live holiday music with Barry LaLuna!

T

Y

vonne Rollins, M.D., a neurologist with
subspecialties in electrodiagnostic and
neuromuscular medicine, has joined the
medical staff at Heart of the
Rockies Regional Medical Center. She will offer
complementary services to
fellow HRRMC neurologist, Suzanne Lesage, M.D.
Dr. Rollins provides
general neurology care and
also specializes in nerve
conduction testing and
electromyography (EMG),
which measures the activity
of muscles and nerves to
determine if there is nerve
injury or damage. People
who experience numbness,
pain, weakness, and low
back or neck pain may be
referred to Dr. Rollins for
further evaluation.
Before joining HRRMC, Dr. Rollins
worked at the Regional West Medical Center
in Scottsbluff, Nebraska. She performed
EMGs and provided general neurology services for inpatients and outpatients.
Prior to that, she was an assistant professor
in the department of neurology at the University of Colorado, Denver, for four years. She
was one of the department’s neuromuscular
specialists and clinical trial investigators.

Adopt Me
Kona
H

Dr. Rollins earned her medical degree and
a Ph.D. in pharmacology from the University
of Colorado Health Sciences Center. She
also completed her internship in internal medicine, a
residency in neurology, and a
neuromuscular fellowship at
the University of Colorado.
She acted as the principal
investigator for a number of
research studies on Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis
(ALS) and has published
numerous articles in peerreviewed medical journals
on the disease. Dr. Rollins is
a member of the American
Academy of Neurology.
“We have found that
neurology services are in
very high demand in our
area,” said hospital CEO
Bob Morasko. “Adding Dr.
Rollins to our medical staff will expand
the services that we are able to offer
patients and make it easier to schedule
an appointment with a local neurologist
sooner.”
Patients seeking neurology services can
make an appointment with Dr. Rollins at the
HRRMC Medical Clinics in Salida by calling 719-530-2000.

by Teller County Regional Animal Shelter

i. My name is Kona. I came into TCRAS as a
stray. I am one great dog and I’ll tell you why. I
know my house manners. I get along with other dogs.
Now all I need is a family and home to call my own.
I’m about 4-years old, am a tan and white Retriever/
Labrador mix, but that’s just the outside of me.
Come on into TCRAS and ask to meet me. I’ll
show you what a great dog I am! TCRAS is at 308
Weaverville Road in Divide. If you don’t know where
that is, call the friendly staff at 719-686-7707; they’re
always happy to help.
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COLORADO
SPRINGS

4 The 21st Holiday Tour to Benefit
the Old Colorado City Historical
Society. Visit six sites of Historical
Significance: Lennox House (Old
North End), El Paso Club (Downtown), Old Town Guesthouse
(Old Colorado City), Spurs and
Lace (Old Colorado City), The
Avenue Hotel (Manitou Springs),
Blue Skies Inn (Manitou Springs)
all from noon to 5 p.m. $20 per
person, purchase by phone or in
person the Old Colorado City History Center, 719-636-1225, 1 South
24th Street, 80904. Advanced
reservations requested. NO ticket
sales at sites. The day of the tour,
pick up your tickets and maps at
the History Center.
14 TCRAS at Happy Hour at the Bristol Brewery from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Information table and opportunities
to donate to TCRAS.

CRIPPLE CREEK

10 Bennet Avenue Parade begins at
noon down Bennet Avenue.
10 Baptist Church hosts the Colorado
Springs Chorale at 3 p.m.
31 New Year’s Eve Celebration at
Cripple Creek Elks Lodge — open
to the public. Ring in the New Year
with your Elks family and friends!

From 6 p.m. until close. East Coast
champagne toast (at 10 p.m.). Must
be 21 or over. 719-689-2625
AspeN MINe CeNter
6, 20 TBI-Group participation meetings
regarding Traumatic Brain Injury
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each
month. Meeting is hosted by The
Independence Center. The meeting
is held in the 2nd floor conference
room from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
13 All Vets, All Wars-Group participation for all vets, of all wars on the
2nd Tuesday of each month from
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Meeting
is hosted by The Independence
Center. The meeting is held in the
2nd floor conference room.
7, 21 ATTUNE-New support group for
male victims of Domestic Violence.
This group meets the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of each month, from
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the 2nd floor
conference room.
7, 14, 21, 28 Aspen Mine Center
Community Luncheon is held
each Wednesday between 11:30
a.m. and 1 p.m. All community
members are welcome, particularly
seniors, persons with disabilities,
volunteers, low income individuals
and families. Meals are provided
on a donation basis.
15 OIB Group-This a support group for
individuals with blindness or other
sight issues. The group is hosted by
the Independence Center and meets
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the Dining Room on the 2nd floor every 3rd
Thursday of the month.
30 Aspen Mine Center’s Teller County
Emergency Food Distribution Program (Commodities) will be held
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Please
bring photo ID and proof of Teller
County residency.
23 Cross Disability Meetings for
persons with disabilities. The meeting is hosted by the Independence
Center and is held the last Friday of
each month from 10 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. The meeting is held in the 2nd
floor conference room.
• Gold Camp Christmas events
9 Annual Soup and Cookie Contest,
from 11:30 a.m. 1 p.m. $5 per
person allows you to sample the
various soups and cookies and then
to “VOTE” for your favorite. Event
takes place on the 2nd floor at the
Aspen Mine Center.
10 The Twelve Days of Christmas
is the theme for Cripple Creek’s
Christmas Events this year. The
Cripple Creek Parade begins at
noon and Santa Clause will make
his appearance after the parade at
the Aspen Mine Center.
10 Tree Judging will be held in the Aspen Mine Center after the parade.
PArk N rec
10 The Cripple Creek Park and Recreation Department’s annual Craft
Fair is from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

On Going classes:
• Aikido for Adults (Martial Arts),
Mon & Wed 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., Tues
11 a.m. to noon, only $5
• Archery Classes most Saturdays 8
a.m. to 10 a.m. by appointment,
call to schedule
• Bible Study for Women Only, every
Wed evening from 5 p.m. to 6:30
p.m., FREE
• English as a Second Language, Call
Michael 689-3514 for Info
• Judo, Tues from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m., only $5
• Kido 4 Kids Mon & Wed 4:30 p.m.
to 5:30 p.m. only $5
• Silver Sneakers Exercise Classes
every Mon-Wed-Fri 10 a.m. to
11 a.m.
• Zumba Classes, Mon and Thurs from
5:15 p.m. to 6 p.m., Only $5
On Going Activities & sports/Fitness:
• Adventure Service Klub for Boys &
Girls, Grades 1 to 6, Info call John
719-689-3514
• Archery - Competitive Tournaments
for kids/youth 8 to 17, classes/
coaching
• Archery Indoor Open Shooting, most
Sat 10 a.m. to noon, call ahead, $2
• Archery Outdoor Open Shooting,
daily Sun-up to Sun-down, $5 per
month
• Day Care (KRU - Kids Rock University) Licensed Program ages 5 - 17,
Mon - Fri
• Day Care (KRU) Special Friday Fun
Field Trips once per month, call
for details
• Knitting Club for Women, Mon from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., FREE
• Roller Skating/Blading Fri and Sat 1
p.m. to 4 p.m., call ahead, $2
• Silver Sneakers Exercise Classes
every Mon-Wed-Fri 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. free for qualifying seniors
• Youth Basketball starts in January,
sign up in December
• We will be closed December 23 to
26, and January 1 & 2
• 27 to 30 and January 3 to 6 KRU
Camp from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.,
• January 1 & 15 Adventure Service
Klub from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
BUTTe OPerA HOUse
For those who love Cripple Creek
history and the classic Dickens’
Christmas Carol, this holiday season will be a perfect past, present,
and future holiday experience.
Returning for the holiday season
at the Butte Theater will be an alltime regional favorite “A Cripple
Creek Christmas Carol” produced
by Thin Air Theatre Company with
a combination of professional and
community actors teaming up to
present this timeless work.
This show, which runs through
Dec. 18 and Dec. 21 through Dec.
31, is a great holiday outing for the
entire family. Starring Mel Moser
as Zachariah Gooch and Chris
Armbrister as Bob Womack, this
holiday plot is based on the classic

tale — with a Cripple Creek
twist that relies on Womack to
rescue the Scrooge-like Gooch
from his selfish ways. The show
is followed by a traditional Olio
filled with holiday cheer and
caroling. This production makes
a perfect outing for the entire
family. For more information
and to make online reservations,
visit ButteTheater.com. To
make phone reservations, call
719-689-3247.
CC-V HIGH sCHOOl
8 CC-V Schools Winter Music
Concert; Thursday, Dec 8th
at 6 p.m. in the high school
cafetorium.
21 CC-V Pioneers Drama Program
presents Christmas Tribute
to the Military on Dec. 21
at 6 p.m. in the high school
cafetorium.
22 Toys for Tots by Park N Rec
on Thursday Dec 22 from 5
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the CCVHS
cafetorium
GeD classes are offered Tuesday
and Thursday afternoons from 2
p.m. to 5 p.m. Please call Katy
to register 719-686-0705.

DIVIDE

5 & 19 Divide Little Chapel on the
Hill – Food Pantry Distribution 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. For
more info 719-322-7610 or
email littlechapelfoodpantry@
outlook.com
GeD classes are offered Tuesday
and Thursday mornings from 9
a.m. to noon. Please call Katy to
register 719-686-0705.

information on this committee.

FAIRLPLAY

COLORADO SPRINGS

12 The National Western Stock Show, 111
Years Strong by Keith Fessenden at 6
p.m. held at Colorado Springs Masonic
Center, 1150 Panorama Drive, Colorado
Springs, Colorado. 80904. Hear all about
the history of the National Western Stock
Show, Horse Show and Rodeo, a Colorado
icon for more than a century. In 1906,
at the conclusion of the first 6-day show,
attendance was estimated at 15,000 and
the Grand Champion steer sold for 33
cents a pound, 23 cents over the market
price! Today, the event draws nearly
700,000 people! Why is there a stock show
in Denver? What was it like to attend the
National Western some 70 years ago?
For more information 719-473-0330 ask
for Bob DeWitt or email: posse@dewittenterprises.com. Program format is in a
casual, catered dinner setting at a cost of
$17, payable in advance. RSVP and PAY
via Credit Card online by Friday prior,
noon. Guests are welcome! Membership
in the Pikes Peak Posse of the Westerners
is open to all individuals with an interest in
Western history.

Mueller stAte pArk
The park is beautiful in all its seasons!
Come on out to hike, snowshoe, ski
or sled! Highlights of the programs
for December include a Christmas
Parade, and a Holiday Open House
and geology talk! Bring the kids
to see Santa on December 4th! On
New Year’s Day, join in the guided
First Day Hikes!
4 Cabin Open House from 2 p.m. to 5
p.m. Catch some Christmas spirit
at our Open House today! Holiday
crafts, refreshments and Santa!
4 Nature’s Ornaments from noon to
3 p.m. Let nature’s bounty inspire
your creativity! Make some holiday
ornaments or crafts to take home.
4 Visit Santa at the Ponderosa Cabin
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
10 Geology Talk: Plate Tectonics from
10 a.m. to noon at the Visitor Center.
Volunteer Naturalist Bob Hickey
knows his geology inside and out!
25 Christmas Day. Enjoy the beautiful
outdoors! The park is open but the
Visitor Center will be closed.
1 January First Day Hikes! Start the

New Year out on the right foot!
Join in a First Day Hike! Hike or
snowshoe depending on the snowfall. A few different hikes will be
offered, the first one at 9 a.m. Call
the Visitor Center for details.
Please call ahead to check on snow
conditions for sledding and hiking.
Mueller events are free; however,
a seven dollar daily pass or $70
annual vehicle park pass is
required to enter the park. For
more information, call the park at
719-687-2366.
TcrAs
10 Open House. Come to TCRAS Dec
10 for our Open House from noon
to 3 p.m. For more information call
719-686-7707.
• The Divide Planning Committee
(DPC) invites you to sign up on
the website below if you reside
or work in the Divide Region
of Teller County. By signing up
on this website you will receive
notices for future meetings. See
the DividePlanning.org website for

3 A Real Colorado Christmas, 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. on Front Street. Visit Santa
and tree lighting at 5 p.m. 719-8362622 or www.visitfairplay.net.
3 Annual Holiday Bazaar at the Fairplay School Campus. Benefits Edith
Teter Elementary. 719-836-0895
8 Please join the South Park Chamber
of Commerce business owners at
our Holiday Mixer on Thursday,
December 8th, from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. at South Park Finishing
Touches, 295 5th Street, Fairplay,
CO. Cost is $5 for members and
$10 for non-members. All proceeds
collected will be donated to a local
food bank. If you also bring food to
donate and you will be entered into
a drawing for a door prize.
10 22nd Annual Victorian & Cowboy
Ball, doors open at 6 p.m., dancing
at 7 p.m. $35 per person, FairplayValiton Hotel, 500 Main Street.
719-836-2622.
16 Annual Fairplay Christmas Bird
Count. Meet at the Forest Service
office on the corner of Hwy 285 and
Hwy 9 at 8 a.m. For more information contact Kristen Meyer 719-8363860 or kristenemeyer@fs.fed.us.

FLORENCE

FlOreNCe pIONeer MuseuM
Weather permitting, the Florence Pioneer Museum and Research Center
will stay open in December. The
Veteran’s Day Display will stay
up through December 7. Come see
many uniforms, medals, and pieces
of equipment used in our past wars
and conflicts. Suggested admission:
$3 per person, children under 12
free. To check on the museum
hours, check our website: www.
florencepioneermuseum.org.
JOHN C. FreMONt lIbrAry
December’s Featured Artists: Cee
Sullivan will be displaying her
exhibit of underwater photography
of Hawaiian lava flows.
Adult programs
1 Black Hills Energy – Colorado
Electric (BHE-COE) Residential
Rebate Programs & Energy Efficiency Tips with Mark James at
6 p.m. Mark will educate us on all
available BHE-COE residential
rebate programs that can save us
electricity and money. The Energy
Efficiency Tips portion of the program will explain low-cost/no cost
energy efficiency tips that we can
take to save electricity and money
on the electricity bill.
6 Christmas Bird Count with Mark
Peterson at 6 p.m. Learn about the
Audobon Society’s Christmas Bird
Count and how you can participate.
Mark will cover the history of the
bird count, what to expect on the

continued on page 36

Rampart Library news
by Michelle Dukette

W

e have a busy December in store at the
Rampart Library District.

Gingerbread House Contest

The City of Woodland Park is holding its
annual Gingerbread House Contest. Entry
categories include: Adult (16 and older),
Youth (15 and under), Family/Team, and
Professional. Homes can be constructed of
gingerbread, candy, or any sweets. All decorations must be 100 percent edible. Dimension on the platform should be no more than
18” by 18”. All entries must be brought to the
Woodland Park Library on Friday December
2nd between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. Entries will
remain on display through Thursday, December 15th and should be picked up by Friday,
December 16th by 1 p.m. Any houses remaining will be discarded.

Holiday Home Tour

This year marks the 18th Anniversary of
the Tweeds Holiday Home Tour. This year’s
tour on Saturday December 3rd and Sunday
December 4th is especially exciting as 15
percent of the proceeds have been awarded
to the Woodland Park Library Teen Room,
which will see a wonderful renovation
in 2017. Please show your support of the
library and the youth in our community by
attending this wonderful event and touring the beautiful homes of Woodland Park.
More information can be found, including
ticket purchase, on the Tweeds Holiday
Home Tour website at wphht.org.

A sincere thank you

This time of year is a time when we all
try to slow down to appreciate friends and
family. The Rampart Library District would
like to take this opportunity to thank a very

special friend, Sandy King, whose last term
on the Rampart Library District Board of
Trustees ends on December 31st. Sandy has
served the Rampart Library District for a
total 19 years, beginning in 1997 as a core
member of a group of community participants who helped to form the future of our
library district and played an instrumental
role in making the new facilities in Florissant and Woodland Park become a reality.
She is an active member of the Rampart
Library District Foundation and served as
Interim Director after the former Director,
Anne Knowles, retired. If you happen to see
Sandy out and about in town, please join me
in thanking her for her wonderful contributions to our library and our community.

of the Holiday Home Tour this year. We are
remodeling! To celebrate, several teen artists
have contributed their work for some special
bookmarks that will be available in your
swag bags. Don’t miss out on these.
Our Anime Club is very popular and we
would love to have you join us on December 14 and 28 at 3:30 p.m. to watch your
favorites. No need to sign up, just show up!
Everyone who attends will have a chance to
win a door prize.
During the Holiday break, teens can enjoy
snacks, movies, games, crafts and more in
the Teen Room. Be sure to stop in. Parents,
if you need gift suggestions for your Young
Adult readers, stop by and talk to Beth,
Leslie or Julie for some great ideas.

Storytimes and children’s
programs

Adults

Cathy Kelsey, as Mrs. Claus, will present
a special holiday program on Wednesday,
December 21 at 10 a.m. at the Woodland Park
Public Library in place of story time that day.
The District offers three regular Storytimes a week, at Woodland Park with Miss
Julie and Miss Beth on Wednesdays and
Thursdays at 10 a.m., and at Florissant with
Miss Leslie on Fridays at 10 a.m. Lego Club
is all day on Fridays in the Woodland Park
Library Children’s Craft Room.

Teen programs at WPPL

Our Teen Advisory Board has been busy
this fall developing programs and suggesting
new purchases for the District. For fun, they
are building our annual Book Tree this year.
Come on in to the library and appreciate
their work.
The Teen Room at the Woodland Park
Public Library will benefit from the proceeds

The next meeting of the Woodland Park
Library Book Club will be on Tuesday, December 6, at 10:30 a.m. to discuss Breaking
Clean by Judy Blunt.
The District is still offering the Free Legal
Self-Help Clinic on Friday, December 2, from
3:30 - 5 p.m. at both branches. Registration is
required. Call the Woodland Park Public Library at 719- 687-9281 x103 or the Florissant
Public Library at 719-748-3939 to schedule a
time to visit with an attorney via Skype.

Florissant Public Library

For folks who live in the Florissant/Lake
George area, there is a new community
calendar online. Visit www.FLGEvents.
wordpress.com to discover what’s happening in your neck of the woods.
The next Adult Coloring Group is Wednesday, December 14, from 10:30-11:30 a.m. and
is a wonderful opportunity to relax, relieve
stress, express your creativity, and meet some
new people. Bring a snack to share!

Technology

If you are thinking about taking the SAT
or PSAT in the spring or anytime soon, the
library has a database that could help you get
ready for those important tests. Take a look at
Learning Express on the library website, http://
rampartlibrarydistrict.org, or ask for help at the
reference desk to get logged into this database.
The Library will be offering a new round
of computer classes beginning in January
2017 to include Computer Basics, Microsoft
Word I and II, Excel I and II and Windows 10 part I and II. For registration call
719-687-9281 x102 or email maryanns@
rampartlibrarydistrict.org.

Holiday movies,
music and books

Now is the time to get into the festive
spirit by coming to the library and checking
out our holiday music, movies and books.
Don’t wait to the last minute if you want
to be able to view or listen to your favorite
holiday DVDs or CDs. In addition to checking out library materials, the Friends of the
Library will be having a special holiday
book sale in December. It is a perfect opportunity to get a great deal on some beautiful
gift books to give to that special bookworm
in your life while helping us raise funds for
new library materials and services.
Rampart Library District will be closed
on Saturday, December 24 and Sunday,
December 25 for the Christmas holiday and
Saturday, December 31 and Sunday, January 1, 2017 for The New Year Celebration.
A reminder to all of our library patrons that
when Woodland Park Schools are closed due
to inclement weather, the Rampart Library
District is closed as well.
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continued from page 35
day of the count, and how to identify
birds commonly seen in the area.
10 Art Reception for Cee Sullivan’s
Underwater Photography from 2
p.m. to 4 p.m. You will be able to
meet the artists. This reception is
part of Florence’s Second Saturday.
clubs
• Vegan Book Club meets the first and
third Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m. The
Vegan Book Club discusses veganism and topics related to veganism.
Club President: Harriet Balhiser,
harrietbalhiser@bresnan.net
• Wool Gatherers meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m. The Wool Gatherers
meet to yak, knit (or crochet or
quilt), and have lunch! The group
is BYOP: Bring Your Own Project.
All levels welcome.
youth programs
• Story Time meets every Wednesday
at 10:30 a.m. Join Ms. Debbie for
songs, stories and crafts.
17 Polar Express Pajama Party at 2:30
p.m. We are going to watch the
movie Polar Express (rated G, 100
mins), and read the original book.
We’ll also have hot cocoa and cookies! Kids can come in their pajamas.
youth clubs
• Teen Group meets every Thursday at
3:45 p.m. Teens 6th to 12th grade
are invited for crafts, games and
fun. There is a new weekly theme.
Snacks will be provided.
The John C. Fremont Library is located at 130 Church Ave. For more
information call 719-784-4649.

FLORISSANT

4 Thymekeeper Spice Bags see page 2.
FlOrIssANt FOssIl beds
2 Night Sky Program. The program
will feature a 30-minute indoor
presentation followed by outdoor
laser-guided constellation tour
and telescope observations. The
program will be held from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. Please note that the telescope
viewing is weather-dependent,
and takes place only if clear. Dress
warmly in layers. Bring binoculars
or a flashlight if you wish (redfiltered lights only please). Call
ahead at 719-748–3253 for local
weather conditions.
FlOrIssANt GrANGe
10 Children’s Christmas Party. Kids,
bring your parents to meet Santa
at the Florissant Grange Hall from
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Refreshments and
other treats for good girls and boys.
Free picture with Santa.
17 Last minute Craft Show at the
Florissant Grange Hall from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Check out the various
wares from local crafters. Find that
last minute, unique Christmas gift.
Procrastinators welcome! Vendors:

~OUT AND ABOUT~

pIkes peAk HIstOrICAl
sOCIety MuseuM
Pikes Peak Historical Society Museum
is open Nov 5 and 6 from 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m. After which families or
groups can arrange a visit with only
one- or two-day notice by calling
719-748-8259 or 719-748-3861.
tHuNderbIrd INN
• Every Thursday night is open mic
jam at 7 p.m.

GUFFEY

11 Christmas in Guffey. Open House at
Bakery in Strictly Guffey from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. See ad on page 30.
bull MOOse restAurANt
& bAr
2, 9, & 30 Karaoke with JoAnn 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m.
3 Silent Auction & Benefit for the
Guffey Library 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
10 Annual Christmas Party with Jeff
Dewell & Anthony Salazar 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m.
16 Foggiest Notion 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
17 Holly-Daze Party for Everyone
with a December Birthday Hosted
by Piz & Pitbull 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
20-29 Closed & Reopen December 30
- Happy Holidays!
31 New Year’s Eve Party with Lissa
Hanner 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. New
Year’s champagne toast at 10 p.m.
(midnight in Times Square)
For more information check our

WOODLAND PARK

Woodland Park

ute pAss HIstOrICAl sOCIety
he Old Curiosity Gift Shop is open Wednesday through Saturday year-round,
from 10 to 3. Our Gift Shop is located in the Museum Center building — 231
E. Henrietta Avenue in Woodland Park. The shop offers an extensive selection of
books and unique gift items, including Native American drums and art, and lots
of handmade jewelry. Our 2017 Pictorial Calendar makes a wonderful gift and is
available for $12 + tax. The long awaited, recently released books, Discovering
Ute Pass, Volumes I and II, are available for $21.99 + tax. All patrons receive a
10% discount in the Gift Shop, including reprint orders from our collection of
over 4,000 photos of the Ute Pass area. Cash or checks only, please! If you have
any questions, please contact us at: 719-686-7512.

T

website at www.thebullmooseinguffey.com or call 719-689-4199.
FresHWAter bAr & GrIll
We will be closed November 25
through Dec 1. Reopens Dec. 2.

HARTSEL

11 Hartsel Community Center Hosting
Santa’s Arrival. Mark your calendars. Santa is making a special
visit to Hartsel. The festivities
start at 2 p.m. It’s rumored Santa
will be arriving by wagon this
year. There’ll be time for everyone
to visit with Santa and stocking
stuffers for all the good boys and
girls....well even the naughty boys
and girls! It all takes place at the
Hartsel Fire Station on Valley Ave.
The Community Center will be
providing the entrée, but we need
you to bring a side dish or dessert.
Need more information? Contact us
either at hartselcommunitycenter@
gmail.com or 719-837-3033.

JEFFERSON

10 Jefferson Community Civic Association Presents: Christmas Potluck Dinner and Program at Jefferson Community Center. Potluck Dinner from 5:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Free – just bring a
dish to share. Holiday Program from
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Musical entertainment, and visit from Santa. Bring
your family and join in the celebration
of this Christmas Season. JCCA is
collecting non-perishable food items
for a local food back. Please donate an
item when you attend the Christmas
Dinner and Program. Weather Permitting: If in doubt, please call: Helen
Baker 719-836-0173 or Carol Smusz
719-836-1430.

LAKE GEORGE

23 Santa in Lake George - at Blue Door
Wifi Café Friday, noon to 2 p.m.

teller COuNty sHOOtING sOCIety buIldING COMpleted

T

he Teller County Shooting Society 100-yard range shooting position cover has
been completed. Open Range Construction of Woodland Park did the construction
along with the able assistance of Rick Henderson. The building is constructed of Fox
Blocks (industrial strength insulating concrete forms, ICFs). Fox blocks ICF wall
systems improve the interior environment by eliminating moisture intrusion, managing the air flow, allowing for accurate climate control, and providing sound mitigation.
The range is located near Gillet Flats north of Cripple Creek see www.tcss-co.org.

~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~
cocoa, in addition to adult beverages, will be offered in the lobby
prior to the screening. Space is
limited - those interested in attending the screening can go to www.
sellarsprojectspace.org/movies to
reserve their seats. The movie is
free and open to the public, with
donations accepted at the event. All
donations go to support programs
by Sellars Project Space and the
Salida Creative District.

$20 per space (in advance). Please
call 719-748-5004 for more info.
On-going classes:
• Let’s Paint! Painting classes are
by reservation only and can have
from 3 to 10 people. Supplies,
snacks, beverages, and instructor are provided. Cost is $30 per
person. Call to reserve your space
719-748-5004.
• New Alanon Meeting every
Wednesday from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30
p.m. For more information contact
719-466-0431.
• Jam Night. Every Thursday all year
the Grange Hall is open from 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. for the Jammers
Music and Pot Luck.
FlOrIssANt lIbrAry
2 Legal Clinic, 15-minute appointments begin at 3:30 - you must
pre-register - call Florissant Library
at 748-3939
2, 9, 16, 23, 30 StoryTime is Friday
mornings at 10 a.m.
9 StoryTime Plus - Friday, Dec 9 at 10
a.m. Dance Party!
14 Adult Coloring Group at 10:30 a.m.
Florissant Library will be closed
Saturday, Dec 24 through Tuesday,
Dec 27 for the Christmas holiday,
and closed Saturday, Dec 31
through Tuesday, Jan 3 for the New
Year’s holiday.
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COMMuNIty FellOWsHIp
OF CHrIstIANs
11 Community Fellowship of Christians presents Christmas Musical
“It’s the most wonderful time of
the year” at 10:30 a.m. See ad on
page 9.
24 Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service at 6 p.m.
lAke GeOrGe lIbrAry
Story Times each Wednesday from
1:30 to 2 p.m.

mANITOU
SPRINGS

28 One Nation Film Festival Screening Series at SunWater Spa at 514
El Paso Blvd., at 7:30 p.m.

NATHROP

10 Annual Holiday Celebration for
Collegiate Peaks Bank from 6 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. at Mount Princeton
Hot Springs Pavilion. There is no
better instrument to convey the
essence of the holidays than the
harp, which is why you should

catch the haunting sound of a
heavenly instrument when Celtic
Harpist Maryanne Rozzi performs
background music for the annual
Holiday Celebration for Collegiate
Peaks Bank. For more information
call 719-838-0279.

PARK COUNTY

• Park County Senior Coalition has a
Grant for Park County Veterans of any
age to help pay for Housing, Utilities,
Groceries and Gas. For more information, please call 719-836-4295.

SALIDA

1 Chaffee County The Emergency
Food Assistance Program &
Commodity Supplemental Food
Program distributions on the 1st
Thursday of each month at Salida
Community Center, 305 F Street,
from 9:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. Call
Elaine Allemang for more information 719-539-3351.
1 Free Legal Clinic at Salida Regional
Library from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. A
free legal clinic for parties who have
no attorney, will be featured from
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. on the first Thursday of each month at your Salida
Regional Library. By computer link,
volunteer attorneys will answer
questions, help fill out forms, and
explain the process and procedure for
all areas of civil litigation, including
family law, property law, probate
law, collections, appeals, landlordtenant law, small claims, veterans
issues, and civil protection orders.
Walk-ins welcome!
3 Maryanne Rozzi, Celtic Harpist from
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Heart of the Rockies Home Health and Hospice presenting “Tree of Life” Community
Remembrance Celebration — Heart
of the Rockies Regional Medical
Center, Main Entrance to Atrium.
Refreshments to follow. For more
information call 719-838-0279.
10 Eye Candy will be the featured
gallery for the “Salida 2nd Saturday
Gallery Tours” from 11 a.m. to 8
p.m. For more information call 719539-2250 or email 4eyecandy@
earthlink.net. See ad on page 19.
10 Dies Librorum/Day of Books.
Think holidays! Meet and greet
eight authors from noon to 8 p.m.
Informal drop in. 15% off their
books all day while you enjoy appetizers and refreshments. Visit the
Book Haven or call 719-539-9629
or thebookhavenonline.com
19 White Christmas at the Steamplant,
presented by Sellars Project Space.
The beloved holiday classic from
1954, stars Bing Crosby and Rosemary Clooney. In addition to the
film, there will be a holiday themed
contest with prizes offered, in three
categories: Ugly Holiday Sweater,
Festive Vintage, and Holiday Kids.
Sing-alongs will be encouraged
during the musical numbers, and
Santa is rumored to be making an
appearance that evening as well.
The movie shows at 7 p.m. at the
Salida SteamPlant Theater. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. Popcorn and hot

2 Community Partnership Benefit at
BierWerks see ad page 24.
3 Lighter Side of Christmas Parade
see ad on page 13.
3 & 4 18th Annual Tweeds Holiday
Home Tour 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Supports Ute Pass Historical Society,
Rampart Library District, and the
Clothes Closet. Tickets are $15
in advance, day of event $17. For
more information call 719-6871115 or 719-291-0951.
7, 14 Bible Study Fellowship. In-depth
Non-denominational Bible Study.
Please join us as we study the Book of
John. FREE! 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at
Woodland Park Community Church
1, 8, 15 Bible Study Fellowship at 10
a.m. to noon at High View Baptist
Church. Contact: Tara Hendrickson
for details at 303-949-8055 or
zfunefarm@aol.com
19 Diabetes Support Group meets the
third Monday of every month from
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Pikes Peak
Regional Hospital. Open to all persons with diabetes and their family
members. Call 719-686-5802 for
more information.
• Clothes Closet offers free food and
clothing on Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Donations accepted. Call 719-6872388 for more information.
• Ged classes are offered Thursday
evenings from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Please call Katy to register 719686-0705.
• Woodland Country Lodge see ad on
page 4.
dINOsAur resOurCe
17 We Wish You a Merry Christmas
Program 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
They’re back! Join Santa and Mrs.
Claus for a fun filled afternoon.
Meet Santa from 12:30 p.m. to 3
p.m. and let him know your Christmas wishes.
17, 18, 20, 21, 22 Santa and the Dinos
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. We have
our craft table available for the
children to make an ornament for
our Christmas tree as well as one for
themselves. Included with cost of
museum admission. Call for pricing.
27 Kids Free Day from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Two children, ages 12 and under,
will receive FREE admission with
one paid regular priced adult admission from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Join
Professor Steven Veatch in a handson demonstration and help peel
back the layers of time. Work with
Ice Age fossils from a Columbian
mammoth to tiny Ice Age fossils.
Help reconstruct a mammoth with
everyday materials to understand
how big they were. The Friends of
Dinosaur Ridge will have a booth
where you can explore several
plaster cast dig boxes as well as
decorate a T.rex to take home. John
Patterson will have Dinosaur art lessons and demonstrations. So come
on up and have a fun day at the
DRC! Dinosaur Resource Center,
201 S. Fairview St., Woodland Park,
CO. http://www.rmdrc.com
TeeN ceNTer
Sign Up Sheets For All Activities Are
At The Teen Center!
7, 14, 21, 28 Snack Special! Mac &
Cheese & drink $1.
6 Help decorate the Teen Center’s
Christmas Tree
7 & 14 Sign up to make your choice
of art projects with Miss Angie.
Space is limited to 12 so sign up to
reserve your place! 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
8 Come build your best Lego creation
at 3:30 p.m.
9 TC Closes at 5 p.m.
12 Make your own Christmas cards to
hand out to your friends and family
15 Book Club–Find out what the new
book will be from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
15 Christmas Dance Party from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. You must be signed
up to attend. Look for the sign-up

sheet on the table inside the Teen
Center. Snacks and drinks will be
served. $2.
16 Winter Day in the Park – location
TBA from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Family
event, pictures with Santa & Mrs.
Claus, snacks and hot chocolate
provided! Join in the holiday fun!
19 Adopt-A-Spot: Clean Up around
Memorial Park and help keep
Woodland Park beautiful at 3:30
p.m.
20 Come make a gift to give the guys
this holiday at 3:30 p.m.
21 Come make a gift to give the girls
this holiday at 3:30 p.m.
22 TC OPEN noon to 6 p.m.
23 & 26 TC CLOSED – MERRY
CHRISTMAS!
27 – 30 TC OPEN noon to 6 p.m.
We are a drug-free, bully-free,
violence-free zone!
After school hours: 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
No school hours: noon to 6 p.m.
Youth in Grades 6-12 are welcome!
Teen Center is located at 220 W. South
Ave. Call 719-687-3291 for more
information.
ute pAss CulturAl CeNter
1 Lights of Love Event. Every
December, Prospect Home Care &
Hospice joins with our community
to remember our loved ones. Please
join us to remember a loved one.
We’ll have refreshments, music,
and celebration of life from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. No cost. For more information call Janet 719-687-0549 or
visit www.prospecthch.org
3 Breakfast with Santa. Free pancake
breakfast with run activities, games,
prizes and surprises! Sit on Santa’s
lap and have your picture taken.
Brought to you by the Ute Pass Kiwanis from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. FREE
3 City Christmas Tree Lighting.
Everyone is invited to Join Mayor
Levy for the annual lighting of
the City Christmas Tree. Holiday
entertainment, a visit from Santa,
parade awards and refreshments
will be included in the evening’s
festivities. Immediately following
the parade. FREE Call Debbie for
more information 719-687-5284.
Kick-off at 6 p.m.
4 Sounds of Christmas Concert. The
Woodland Park Wind Symphony
presents “Sounds of Christmas”
for this year’s annual Christmas
Concert. Meet the musicians
with refreshments and music by
Mountain Brass and Clarion Winds
at 6 p.m. Concert begins at 7 p.m.
FREE - Donations are welcome.
Call Craig Harms for more information 719-687-2210.
10 Winter Farmers Market. Seasonal specials, holiday wreaths and
swags from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Call
Judy 719-689-3133 for more information or see ad on page 24.
11 Woodland Park Community Singers Christmas Concert. Free. Starts
at 3 p.m.
19 Life Line Screening. Be smart:
do more for your cardiovascular
health. Advanced ultrasound technology looks inside your arteries
for signs of plaque buildup. Preregistration is required. To register
and receive a special $10 discount,
please call 1-800-653-6450 or
visit www.lifelinescreening.com/
community-partners
24 Christmas Eve Celebration at 6
p.m. All are welcome!

We are looking for a person who is extremely
organized and detailed, has a GREAT attitude,
can start and follow through on multiple tasks,
must work well and get along with others,
should be incredibly motivated and has the
ability to work with little to no supervision.
Email resume to naomiyoelinn@yahoo.com

• Front Office
• Housekeeping
• Maintenance
• Reservations
• Restaurant
• Shuttle Driver
Please complete online application and pre-hire assessment:
beaverrun.com/employment • 970-453-8737

Hangovers Installed and Serviced
Main Street
Fairplay

Jake & Jennie
Ph. (719) 836-3155

H
ay R a n c H
www.ForSaleRanch.com

Lens • Neurofeedback
Brain • Balancing
Helps with PTSD,
ADHD and Depression.
Dana Lee Collins, M.A., L.P.C.

131 acres / 3 water rights

South West of Divide
719-221-8619
Brokers 3%

Cell (719) 930-8732
627 West Midland Ave., Suite 203
Woodland Park, CO 80863

Set Yourself Free
PO Box 177
551 Front Street
Fairplay, CO 80440
719.836.2980
800.474.0421
Fax 719.836.1417

South Park
Insurance Services Celebrating our 20th

MUSIC LESSONS
Violin, Beginning Guitar
and Mandolin

FLIP: (719) 429-3361
flip@ghvalley.net

Aspen & Spruce Trees
Herbs & Veggies
Heirloom Seeds
Potentilla Bushes
House Plants
Custom Orders
Hardy Perr
ennials
Cactus Gardens
Landscaping Consultations

Karen Anderson
“The Plant Lady”

On sight tree stump carving available

Specializing in local high altitude organic gardening

719.748.3521

PO Box 242 • Florissant, CO

WANTED TO BUY:
n DEER RIFLE
n DEEP FREEZE

WOODLAND PARK GARAGE DOORS
291-1088 / 684-8888

CALL:

MICHAEL BROWN
REPAIRS / INSTALLATIONS

Basic Handgun Safety & Proficiency Classes • Concealed Carry Training
Certified Instructors • Group or Individual Classes • Call for Times

Active Life Chiropractic

Buzzsawbusby
chainsaw arts
look me up on Facebook
719-649-9463
buzzsawbusby@gmail.com
www.buzzsawbusby.com

Buzzsawbusby Chainsaw Arts

1996-2016

We will be having tastings on November 5th and 19th, from 3-6pm

VICTOR

HeAdFrAMe lIGHtING
Gold Camp Christmas 2016. Take
in this year’s headframe lighting
tours. Weekend evenings through
January 1. Nightly Christmas Eve
through New Year’s Day, weather
permitting. More info and map at
www.victorcolorado.com.

Anniversary

southparkins@gmail.com
insurance-southpark.com

Family Owned & Operated

Johnny
Busby

HIGH ALTITUDE SPIRITS

6 Support Victor Lowell Thomas Museum on Colorado Gives Day, Dec
6. Go to www.coloradogives.org to
make a safe and secure donation.
10 Victor Lowell Thomas Museum
Special Warming Party from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. The heat is on! Join
us to celebrate our completed heat
project. Free admission. Hot cocoa
and cookies. Find us at 3rd and
Victor Ave or call 719-689-5509
also at www.victorcolorado.com.
31 Ute Trail Muzzle Loaders: shoot
and meetings the last Saturday of
each month at Victor. For information call 719-684-7780.

~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~
Office Assistant

Now Hiring For:

808 W. Browning Ave
Woodland Park, CO
719-687-7600
Dr. Cheryl Steen, D.C.

ber
m
e
c
De cial!
Spe

$

20 OFF

NEW PATIENT
VISIT THIS MONTH

303-688-0874
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~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~

For every new Subaru vehicle sold or leased, now through January 3, 2017,
Subaru will donate $250 to the customer’s choice of one of the following charities:
ASPCA® (The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals)
Make-A-Wish Foundation®
Meals On Wheels Association of America
National Park Foundation
All Breed Rescue & Training

Griggs Vacuums
We want to be your vacuum store!

Vacuum Repair, Sewing Machine Repair
& New Vacuum Sales
1706 W. Colorado Ave
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

(719) 475-9216

16 Oak Street
Buena Vista, CO 81211

Disclaimer - *Subaru will donate $250 for every new Subaru vehicle sold or leased from November 17, 2016, through January 3, 2017, to four national
charities designated by the purchaser or lessee, up to $15,000,000 in total. Pre-approved Hometown Charities may be selected for donation depending
on retailer participation. Certain participating retailers will make an additional donation to the Hometown Charities selected. Purchasers/lessees must
make their charity designations by January 31, 2017. The four national charities will receive a guaranteed minimum donation of $250,000 each. See
your local Subaru retailer for details or visit subaru.com/share. All donations made by Subaru of America, Inc.

*2017 Subaru Outback, not as pictured

(719) 395-2202

www.griggsvacuums.com • griggsvacuums@yahoo.com

Large and Small Animal Medicine and Surgery,
Specializing in Dentistry
Appointments • Mobile Calls • Emergencies
Accepting Care Credit

Shannon Lemons, DVM

719.687.2201
1084 Cedar Mtn. Road • Divide

www.tellerparkvet.com

Reach over 37,000 readers in Teller, Park,
Fremont, Chaffee, Summit, and El Paso
counties every month!

2017 SUBARU LEGACY 2.5i

Your Ad Here

for as little as $22.50 a month*
Call 719-686-7393 or
email: utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com

2017 SUBARU FORESTER 2.5i

for more information and advertising deadlines.

*pre-paid one-year contract rate.

The Fireplace Doctor, Inc.
Service, Repairs, Sales & Installations

Fireplaces, Stoves, Inserts, Gas Logs
GAS WOOD PELLET

2017 SUBARU OUTBACK 2.5i

Licensed & Insured
5031 List Dr • Colo. Springs, CO 80919
Office 719.548.9919 • Fax 719.548.4440
thefireplacedoctor@gmail.com
www.thefireplacedoctor.com

16 years of experience in the building industry. General Contractor,
Licensed and Insured. Offering quality services with a focus on
integrity-driven remodeling and home repair services.

Call Us Today For Your Full Home Renovation Or:

BlackWing
Blasting

Over 40 Years of
Explosive Experience

• Bathrooms (Upgrades or Additions) • Kitchen (Indoor & Outdoor) • Fencing
• Garages • Sheds • Patio Covers • Basement Finishes • Custom Woodworking
• Painting • Finish Trim Work • Custom Mantels • Countertops • Tile • Decks

Drilling/Blasting • Rock Stabilization • Soil Nails

jarrod@lamininconstruction.com

(719) 687-6170 • (719) 687-7090 Fax

Call Jarrod For A Free Estimate 719-270-0766

2016 SUBARU IMPREZA 2.0i WAGON

Rick Batista • PO Box 998, Divide, CO 80814

2016 SUBARU IMPREZA 2.0i

• outboard motors • electric trolling motors • snowmobiles
• motorscooters • ATVs • generators • weed eaters • mowers • chainsaws

S-n -P

Marine and
Small Engine
Repair

719-286-5001

COURTESY DELIVERY AVAILABLE
TO ANYWHERE IN COLORADO
Geri Salsig, Broker, e-PRO

®

FLORISSANT, CO

snpmarineandsmallengine@gmail.com

• engine rebuilding • tune-ups • plastic and steel welding services
• trailer wiring and fabrication • pick-up and drop-off service

Box 46/43 CR 102, Guffey, CO 80820
Bus 719-689-2008 Fax 877-376-6980
WWW.ZLANDLADY.COM
geri@zlandlady.com

Family Owned and Operated for Over 45 years
(719) 475-1920 · 1080 Motor City Drive · Colorado Springs
BestBuySubaru.com ·

/heubergermotors
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Nancy
Pykerman

Rodney
Ulferts

Loren & Christi
Thetford

Melissah
Berger

From our Family to Yours...

Jordan
Yost

family owned and operated
Open 7 Days a Week!

Over 50 Agents & 4 Branch Offices

Wishing you a Very Joyful Holiday Season!!
We offer our
Sellers a Free
Home Warranty.
Covering you
from listing date
till closing.

CALL US
TODAY!
Mountain Property Specialists • Serving the Region Since 1969

510 W. Hwy. 24 • Woodland Park, CO • 719-687-1112

H Residential H Cabins H Horse Property H Vacant Land H Ranches H Rentals

