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On Deck

Guffey Gorge

Cripple Creek contracts with CodeRED

T

T

Residents encouraged to sign up for this free service

by Flip Boettcher

T

his month’s cover photo was taken off the
Vindicator Mine Trail. If you are looking
for an interesting short hike near Victor, Colorado, check it out sometime. What we really
love about this photo is how the light seems to
bring magnificence to this mine headframe.
We hope that 2015 brings you lots of light
and highlights. This is often a time when we
consider how we can make our lives brighter,
lighter, and happier. We are grateful you’ve
decided reading the Ute Country News is a part
of that light. We look forward to bringing the
good news of 2015 to our readers!
Please see our new column “Growing ideas”
which will be about gardening in high altitude.
We already have our first question so take a
look. If you have found gardening tips you’d
like to share with our readers, send to us by
emailing utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com
or snail mail to Ute Country News, POB 753,
Divide, CO 80814. If you wish to remain
anonymous, just let us know to withhold your
name, however we believe the area could be
helpful so please indicate a city.
Do you have comments about this issue?
Perhaps you have a human interest story or some
good news to share. As always, feel free to contact us via email utecountrynewspaper@gmail.
com or phone 719-686-7393. Make sure we have
the chance to help you get your word out!
Mr. Spaz wishes you a Happy New Year! He
likes to stay well indoors this cold time of year,
so please email your photos of indoor or outdoor pet-friends as he’d love to see them! Please
send Mr. Spaz and Shadow your Critter Corner
pics at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com. They
can’t wait to get their paws on them!
Thank you,
— Kathy & Jeff Hansen
A special thanks to all listed here for their
professional work and time
to make this possible.
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he Guffey Gorge is a picturesque area
along Four-Mile Creek northeast of Guffey
where the creek flows through a beautiful
rocky gorge leaving behind pools in the rocks.
The human psyche, which thrives on natural
beauty, has been drawn to this spot for decades, but within the last 10 years things have
dramatically changed.
The splash ponds, Guffey Gorge, or more
recently known as Paradise Cove, is an 80 acre
site within the Bureau of Land Management’s
(BLM) Royal Gorge Field Office (RGFO)
surrounded by private land near the Park/Teller
County line on County Road 102. The Cienaga
Ranch is on the west end where the creek enters
the gorge and private property on the east end in
Teller County where the creek exits the gorge.
(Cienaga is a Spanish word meaning of “wet
meadows” referring to the wet meadows created
by 4-Mile Creek which runs through the ranch.)
The area was lightly visited and primarily
used by local residents for connecting to nature,
picnicking, hiking, fishing, rock climbing, and
swimming. That is until about 10 years ago, when
the site found an increasing volume of visitors.
The internet and social media listed Paradise
Cove as one of the top cliff jumping and swimming holes in Colorado and North America.
People come to jump from the rocks at 30,
60, and 90 feet high into a very small pool of
water. One quote from the internet was “it’s
like jumping into a teacup.”
Solitude and opportunities for a connection with
nature have been replaced by more visitor traffic,
worn surface vegetation, resource damage, as well
as large crowds, parties and noise, according to
the just released draft Environmental Assessment
(EA) on the Guffey Gorge by the BLM.
The 48 page EA is very candid about the
problems at the Guffey Gorge and addresses
issues which Guffey residents have been
concerned about for years: too many people,
parking, sanitation problems, people dangerously crossing CR 102, drug and alcohol use,
dogs off leashes, and illegal campfires.
While the BLM has done a few things over the
past years to try to remedy the problems such as
putting boulders in to discourage motor vehicle
use, prohibiting glass containers, “recreational”
use was changed to “day use only”, prohibiting
recreational target shooting including paint ball
use, visitor numbers have continued to increase.
At last April’s Comish with a Dish meeting, which was after a meeting with the BLM,
Commissioner Mike Brazell stated that there
were no easy solutions to the gorge problem.
The BLM wanted to first try to limit the number of visitors to the area by making alcohol
use illegal with strict enforcement.
The BLM is limited in what it can do with
public lands, said Brazell, and there are powerful coalitions who prevent the closing of public
lands, and for charging fees on public lands.
Guffey residents have voiced their concerns
about the gorge at many of the Community
Association meetings in the past several years.
Ginger Lengacher, owner of the Cienaga Ranch,
has been trying for years to get the BLM to listen
to complaints about the site with limited success.
A big concern at the gorge is public safety.
With current parking on the south side of CR
102, when the small lot fills up people park
along the already narrow roadway for up to a
quarter mile in each direction, according to the
EA. There are people crossing the roadway,
which has limited visibility in both ways, causing safety issues for vehicles and pedestrians.
Another safety problem involves the high
cliff jumping with people injuring themselves
on the rocks. Often this requires emergency
services to carry the injured out the quarter
mile trail to the roadway where the Flight
for Life helicopter is waiting to evacuate the
injured to Colorado Springs.

Guffey Gorge had a few cliff jumpers when this photo was taken in 2010. photo by Jeff Hansen
According to Guffey based Southern Park
County Fire Protection District Acting Fire Chief,
Aaron Mandel, the emergency calls to the gorge
have decreased lately but there have been major
problems there with rescues and campfires. Adding alcohol and drug use to the mix increases the
dangers and problems according to the EA.
There are an average of 12,000 visitors per
summer season at the gorge with the busiest
months being June, July and August. Recent
data showed 6,500 visitors for the month of
July, 2014. With so many visitors, a significant amount of trash is removed after each
weekend, said the EA.
Sanitation has also been a big problem.
Starting in 2013, the BLM has provided a
portable toilet during the summer months. The
portable toilet is a quarter mile (ten minute
walk) away, which may be why so many visitors choose a more convenient, yet inappropriate spot closer to the swimming hole.

Gabriel and Ranger on the trail.
Peek Inside cover photo: The washed and
eroded trail out of the gorge.
photo by Flip Boettcher
The EA report identifies an overall management strategy for the gorge. The BLM’s goal
is “to reduce impacts associated with heavy
visitor use in a small area”, said the report.
This includes reducing risks to public health
and safety, reducing the impact to resources,
finding ways to increase management which
the site requires, while continuing to provide
recreational opportunities for visitors, and not
impacting other resources or recreation.
The BLM proposed management strategies include: banning the possession of alcohol at the site,

implementing a Recreational Use Permit (RUP)
system and fee, developing parking on the north
side of CR 102 with restroom facilities, requiring dogs on a leash, maintaining the backcountry
access trail, and continuing the Pack-it-in-Pack-itOut policy for keeping the site trash free.
Guffey resident Bill Betz, who has been
working on the gorge issues with Lengacher, said
in an email that he was happy with the BLM’s
approach to this issue. It seems that the BLM is
finally listening to what folks have been asking
them to do in regards to the Guffey Gorge.
In an email Lengacher said that since the
Guffey Gorge is in our backyard it is our
responsibility as a community and no one cares
except us. It behooves all to continue the dialogue with the RGFO as they are listening and
have requested our involvement. “Continue
onward!” she said.
Betz and Lengacher are planning to meet
with the BLM. After that meeting, there will
be a Guffey Town Hall meeting planned to
discuss the outcome of the BLM meeting and
the EA report.
For more information on the Guffey Gorge
and to download the EA, go to the RGFO
website: http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo/
planning/guffey_gorge_ea.html. There will
be a public comment period on the EA report
through January 2, 2015.
When the writer of this article visited the
Guffey Gorge on a beautiful Thanksgiving Day
the pools were lined or covered with ice. No
one was jumping or swimming, but there were
other visitors.
I encountered four other groups: several people
in the rocks near the parking area, three men
hiking, a couple hiking with two dogs on leashes,
and one fellow with a dog who caught up with me
on the trail. His name was Gabriel and his dog, a
white boxer named Ranger, was from Colorado
Springs. Gabriel had heard about the gorge from
his girlfriend and visits many weekends. Gabriel
said he had been at the gorge when there were
about 80 people and it was packed. There were
cars parked up and down the roadway.
Gabriel admitted to jumping from the 30 foot
level but just couldn’t understand how people
jumped from the 60 and 90 foot levels. Gabriel
thought a permit/fee system might not be too bad.
Walking the quarter mile to the jumping/
swimming pool, I encountered several areas on
the trail that were steep and washed out. It was
hard to distinguish the trail in several areas.
Hopefully, the BLM will implement some plan
to help restore this beautiful area and reduce
human impact.

WE’VE MOVED!
• RYO Cigarette
Tobacco
• Pipe Tobacco
• Premium/
Domestic Cigars
• Cigarette Tubes
• Smoking
Accessories

Publishers Emeritis:
Carmon & Beverly Stiles
Cover Photo: Jeff Hansen
The Ute Country News is not responsible for
the content of articles or advertising in this
issue. Limit one copy per reader, please share
with others. Back issues available at www.
utecountrynews.com. ©Copyright 2014 Ute
Country News, all rights reserved. Material may
not be reproduced without written permission
from the publishers. Please address any comments
to the publishers at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.
com or POB 753 Divide CO 80814.
First Class subscriptions are available for
$36 for 13 issues.

1083 Hwy 24
Woodland Park
(719) 687-9890

Located in the Safeway Plaza

he City of Cripple Creek has implemented
the CodeRED system, a high-speed emergency notification service provided by Ormond
Beach, Florida-based Emergency Communications Network, this month.
The CodeRED system will serve as the backbone of Cripple Creek’s emergency planning
and communications outreach to both residents
and city personnel by using system capabilities
to send telephone calls, text messages, emails
and social media in an effort to effectively
inform residents to protect life and property. CodeRED was selected for its unrivaled reliability
and accuracy, as well as the system’s global use.
All residents living within Cripple Creek and
Teller County limits are encouraged to visit www.
cripplecreekgov.com and click on the CodeRED
logo to enroll contact information including cell
phone numbers, text and email addresses.
Public safety officials across the United
States have credited CodeRED notifications
for many successful events, including locating
missing children, apprehending wanted criminals and issuing timely evacuations.
What is codeRED and why is it important
to me?
CodeRED is an emergency notification service that allows emergency officials to notify
residents and businesses by telephone, cell
phone, text message, email and social media
regarding time-sensitive general and emergency notifications. Only authorized officials have
access to the CodeRED system.
When will codeRED be used?
Any message regarding the safety, property,
or welfare of the community will be disseminated using the CodeRED system. These may
include AMBER alerts, notifications of hazardous traffic or road conditions, boil water advisories, evacuation notices, and street closures
or weather-related delays for events.
Does the codeRED system replace other
systems that have been used to provide timesensitive information to residents?
This system is an enhancement to existing
means of communication and is meant to
supplement current or past systems used for
mass notification.
Does the codeRED system already have my

telephone number, or do I need to sign up to
receive CodeRED notifications?
Residents will need to sign up to ensure their
information is in the CodeRED system. The
home page of the City of Cripple Creek website,
www.cripplecreekgov.com, has a link to the
CodeRED Community Notification Enrollment
page, where you can register online. If you do
not have online access, copies of the registration
form are available at City Hall in Cripple Creek.
I have a business located in cripple creek.
can I arrange to have codeRED contact my
business?
Yes. Fill out the CodeRED registration form
but be sure to select the “This address is business”
option. Please note that emergency calls can only
be delivered to a direct-dial number. Automated attendants will disrupt the process and the calls will
not be delivered. Businesses should register their
main number and establish a procedure for distributing the CodeRED message to their workforce.
What if I want to register additional numbers for my address?
After you submit the initial registration form,
you may start the registration process again and
submit more numbers for the same address.
Is my personal information protected?
CodeRED is a service of Emergency Communications Network, which takes security and
privacy concerns very seriously. They will not
sell, trade, lease or loan any data that residents
have supplied to third parties.
How will I recognize a codeRED message?
A CodeRED emergency message will have
a caller ID of 866-419-5000. A CodeRED
general message will have a caller ID of
855-969-4636. (We suggest you program both
numbers in your cell phone as two separate
contacts, using “CodeRED Emergency” and
“CodeRED General” as the contact names.) If
you need to replay the emergency notification
message again, simply dial the number, and
you will be able to hear the message again.
What should I do if I receive a codeRED
message?
Listen carefully to the entire message. You will
have the option to repeat the message by pressing
any key. Do not call 911 for further information

unless directed to do so or if you need immediate
aid from the police or fire department.
I have a cordless phone, and it does not
work when the power goes out. How will the
system be able to contact me?
Make sure you have at least one working
corded telephone, and be sure to turn the ringer
on. The CodeRED sign-up form allows you
to indicate both a primary and alternate phone
number. Cell phone and/or work phone numbers
can be entered as alternate phone numbers. Both
primary and alternate phone numbers will be
contacted when a notification is sent.
Will the codeRED system leave a message
on an answering machine?
Yes, the CodeRED system will leave a
message on a machine or on voicemail. The
CodeRED system will leave the entire message
in one pass.
What happens if the line is busy?
If the line is busy, CodeRED will try two
more times to connect.
What circumstances might prevent a message from being delivered to me?
• If your contact information has changed and
you have not registered your new information.
• If you have only cordless phones in your residence, the power is out and you did not register
an alternate phone number.
• If your line is busy for an extended time and
your calls do not forward to voicemail or an
answering machine.
• If you have a privacy manager on your main
phone and you did not register an alternate
phone number.
The City of Cripple Creek will receive a
report of undelivered calls and can instruct
the CodeRED system to begin another round
of calls to busy numbers. It is best to have an
alternate phone number in the calling database
for these situations.
Is there an app for codeRED?
Yes. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app can
be downloaded for free on Google Play and
iTunes. It provides advanced, real-time, hyperlocal alerts to subscribers within the reach
of a given location generated by public safety
officials across the United States and Canada.
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Find out for yourself why Teller
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Growing ideas

A plan, a dream, and a hot cup of tea
by Mari Marques

Readers: We are pleased
to have Mari Marques, aka
Thymekeeper share her
wisdom on planning a garden,
along with a delicious recipe,
as our first installment of
“Growing ideas” our new
column on gardening in high
altitude. We also have a reader’s question at
the end. Enjoy!

W

ith Winter Solstice behind us, the light
begins to return but the cold is still
upon us. As I sit and look out the window on
this sunny day, I feel as if I’m looking into a
life size snow globe with the wind whipping
the snow into swirling snow tornados. There
couldn’t be a better time for a hot cup of herbal
tea. Winter is also a perfect time for planning
my next garden; planting the seeds in my mind
so to speak. As I reflect back on 2014 and the
many issues that presented themselves to me as
an herbalist, it inspires me to get busy and figure out which herbs I will grow in my garden,
which ones grow in the wild, and which ones I
already have in my medicine chest from previous years. There are many things to consider
when it comes to gardening. One good reason
to make a garden plan in the winter is that you
have plenty of time to adjust it before planting
begins. So brew yourself a cup of hot tea and
let’s do a little planning and dreaming.

see if your soil tends toward wet, dry or
somewhere in between. Drainage is a very
important consideration. Of course you can’t
do this in the winter, but to test your soil
for drainage, dig a hole as deep as you are
planting, fill that hole with water and allow
that water to soak into the soil so that the
hole empties of its water. As soon as it soaks
in, fill it a second time and the water level
should drop one quarter of an inch in the
first hour if you’ve got adequate drainage. If
it doesn’t you know you are going to need
to amend the soil with compost and sand to
improve it.
• Size matters. Determine how big you would
like your garden. Starting small is always
a good idea. If your garden takes too much
of your time and energy, the less likely you
are to want to do it. Know your limitations
in that respect. Four feet by six feet is a
good starter size to learn on if it is your
first garden. One arm length deep is best.
You will want to be able to reach the plants
easily without too much strain and without
trampling the soil to get to the plants. Trampling and tilling destroy the soils structure.
You can make your garden in any shape you
want whether it be round, rectangle, circular
or any other shape but make sure it is small
enough to be manageable. Graph paper can
be used to draw out the size and shape.

• Location. Location is a big consideration,
you don’t want your garden too far away
from the area you choose to rinse and
process your harvest. People tend to want
convenience so you aren’t going to want to
walk an acre across your property to rinse
the roots that you collect. If you live in the
mountains and your property tends to lean
toward the wild side, observe the animals
first. For obvious reasons you don’t want
your garden anywhere near a deer trail
unless you have a way of protecting the
plants from animal invasion if you plan on
using them for yourself. So it is important
to consider their habits and what areas they
consider their territory. You will also want to
be close enough to an outdoor water spicket
for watering. Although really long hoses are
available, pressure is lost the longer they get.
You won’t want to be tripping over hoses to
get to the garden or dragging heavy hoses
across the yard after a long day at work.
Simply viewing a garden is good medicine,
so you may want to consider that aspect in
selecting your location as well.

Now that you know what you are working with, the fun part begins or the dreaming
part I like to call it. You get to choose what
kind of garden you would like to grow. I see
many people growing gardens but not using
the plants. Why not make a garden to suit
your individual needs. What are some of the
vegetables that you buy in the store that could
easily be grown in your garden? If you have a
stressful life, how about a Zen garden? Some
of the herbs I would include would be St.
John’s wort, skullcap, mints (although you
don’t want mints too close together or they will
hybridize), chamomile and California poppy.
If you have respiratory issues, plant anise seed,
hyssop, and thyme. This is called an intention
garden. There are many different themes and
intentions to choose from depending on your
individual needs.
Now that you have decided what you would
like to plant, get some catalogs with pictures
of full grown plants in them so you have some
idea of how much space you will need. This
was one of my first mistakes in the garden; not
adequately preparing for space, as some plants
can require a great deal of room and some
• Light exposure. Spend a few days at differrequire just a wee bit of space. If they are too
ent hours of the day observing the sun and
close together this can trap moisture and invite
light exposure. Like people, herbs are indipowdery mildew or provide a hiding place for
viduals and like different light conditions.
unwanted bugs. You also don’t want tall plants
What parts of your property are shaded and
to shade shorter plants that need sun.
which parts get full sun. A general guideline
All plants are individual just as you and I are.
for determining your light exposure is six
They all need different types of soil, drainage,
to seven hours is
lighting and attention.
full sun, four to six
Giving them more than
hours is considered
what they need is not
part sun, three to five
necessarily good. Do
4 Pieces of Cinnamon sticks
hours is considered
your homework and you
1 tsp Cardamom seeds
part shade, and less
and your plants will be
10 whole Cloves
than three is shade.
happier with the results.
5 cups of water
There can also be
Gardening truly is a
¼ cup or 3 teabags of black tea leaves
some overlap and
learning experience but
1 tsp Vanilla
plants can tolerate
I have found that getting
¼ cup of honey
that.
my hands in the dirt and
3 cups of milk
hanging out with plants
Bundle up the cinnamon, cloves and
• Soil type and condiin itself is good for the
cardamom in some cheese cloth.
tion. Next you will
soul. In this crazy world
Place it in the water and bring to a low
want to check the
who couldn’t use a little
condition of your soil boil. Turn it down and simmer for 15 minbit of that?
utes. Any longer will cause bitterness.
and determine what
Turn off the stove and add tea leaves.
type you have. It is
Mari Marques is a
Steep for 2-3 minutes. Again, no longer
far easier to amend
Certified Herbalist and
than 3 minutes unless you like bitter.
the soil you already
owner of The ThymeRemove the bundle and strain the leaves
have than to change
keeper. For questions
it completely. Unless through a strainer. Add honey, vanilla and
or more informamilk. Makes 8 servings.
you plan to grow in
tion contact: Mari at
Chai tea is a traditional drink of India and mugsyspad@aol.com
pots, which herbs
Pakistan but is popular worldwide and an
do well in, you get
or 719-439-7303. Mari
excellent wintertime tea for garden planning is available for private
to choose your soil
on a snowy day in the Rocky Mountains.
and location that
consultation or private
way. Also check to
classes.

Herbal Chai Tea
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Guide to
minerals:
Beryl

1409 SOUTH NINTH ST.
CANON CITY, COLORADO
(719)-275-2822
HILLTOPMARKET.NET

by Steven Marquez

T

he Greek name for beryl is beryllos,
which means precious blue-green color or
seawater stone. Beryl forms in pegmatites and
some metamorphic rocks. Gem quality beryl is
known by these colors and names: green beryl
is emerald (from presence of chromium and
vanadium), light blue beryl is known as aquamarine; colored by manganese, pink to light
purple beryl is called morganite; yellow beryl
is called golden beryl, colorless beryl is known
as goshenite. The gem fields of Mount Antero,
Chaffee County, Colorado produce excellent
aquamarine specimens. Beryl specimens can
also be found in Park County, Colorado. Beryl
is the source of beryllium, a light metal used
for many things such as: x-ray tubes, missiles,
and space vehicles.
Facts on file:
Chemical formula: Be3Al2Si6O18
Composition: Beryllium aluminum silicate
Color: Green, blue, greenish-blue, yellow, red,
pink, white, and colorless
Luster: Vitreous
Streak: Colorless
Hardness: 7.5-8
Crystals: Hexagonal
Transparency: Transparent to translucent
Specific gravity: 2.7-2.9
Cleavage: Indistinct
Fracture: Uneven to conchoidal

WE ACCEPT COLORADO QUESTCARD
AND MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

HILLTOPÕ S MEAT BUNDLES
WE PACKAGE EACH BUNDLE JUST FOR YOU!! IT MAY TAKE SEVERAL DAYS.
PLAN AHEAD SO YOU’LL NEVER RUN SHORT OF YOUR FAVORITE CUTS!!

This beryl specimen is an aquamarine
collected from Park County, Colorado.
The specimen is 2.5 cm long, 1 cm
across. A Steven Marquez specimen,
image by Steven Marquez.

FREEZER FAVORITE
3 Lbs. Pork Chops
4 Lbs. Bulk Sausage
3 Lbs. Round Steak
4 Lbs. Boneless English Roast
5 Lbs. Lean Ground Beef
10 Lbs. Grade A Fryers
Total Weight 29 Lbs.
$3.55 Per Lb.

$102.95 Approximate Total

A Beryl Haiku:
Blue like an ocean
Yellow like the sun that shines
Green like a forest

About the
author

HILLTOP’S BEEF VALUE BUNDLE
30 Lbs. Lean Ground Beef
6 Lbs. Round Steak
15 Lbs. Boneless Chuck Roast
7 Lbs. Boneless Short Ribs
6 Lbs. Sirloin Steaks
6 Lbs. Lean Stew Meat
6 Lbs. Rib Steaks
6 Lbs. T-Bone Steaks
6 Lbs. Cube Steaks
12 Lbs. Boneless Rump Roast
Total Weight 100 Lbs.
$6.09 Per Lb.

FAMILY BUDGET BUNDLE
6 Lbs. Pork Chops
6 Lbs. Pork Steaks
5 Lbs. Hilltop’s Bulk Sausage
10 Lbs. Lean Ground Beef
6 Lbs. Round Steak
6 Lbs. Sirloin Steak
10 Lbs. Boneless English Roast
Total Weight 49 Lbs.
$4.99 Per Lb.

$244.51 Approximate Total

PLENTY OF PORK BUNDLE
3 Lbs. Pork Chops
4 Lbs. Bulk Sausage
4 Lbs. Country Style Spareribs
4 Lbs. Pork Steaks
4 Lbs. Pork Cutlets
5 Lbs. Ground Or Cubed Pork
Total Weight 24 Lbs.
$3.49 Per Lb.

SUMMER GRILLER’S SPECIAL
5 Lbs. Lean Ground Beef Patties
3 Lbs. Tri-Tip Steak
3 Lbs. Country Style Spareribs
4 Lbs. Deli Beef Franks
Total Weight 15 Lbs.
$5.45 Per Lb.

$81.70 Approximate Total

HOME COOKIN’ BUNDLE
3 Lbs. Pork Chops
3 Lbs. Hilltop’s Italian Sausage
4 Lbs. Sirloin Steaks
6 Lbs. Boneless Chuck Roast
3 Lbs. Cube Steaks
5 Lbs. Lean Ground Beef
4 Lbs. Grade A Fryers
Total Weight 28 Lbs.
$4.79 Per Lb.

$134.12 Approximate Total

$83.76 Approximate Total

$609.00 Approximate Total

Prices are subject to change without prior warning!!

S

teven Marquez is an Earth Science Scholar with
the Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society. He
is a volunteer in the mineral section of the Cripple
Creek District Museum. Steven enjoys studying
minerals and field work. He is in 8th grade.

GOT TANKS?
NEED PROPANE?

Below is a question from Kathy of Hartsel:

I
Sedalia - 303-688-3100 Conifer - 303-674-6879
Strasburg - 303-622-9231 Woodland Park - 719-687-9277
www.irea.coop
Facebook: IntermountainREA
Twitter: @IREAcolorado
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am writing regarding growing at altitude. I have a garden in Ranch of the Rockies outside of
Hartsel – we are at about 9,300 ft. Some of my greens grow fine. But I have had this garden for
almost 10 years now and my issue is getting anything to grow bigger. I can grow things but they
are tiny. Over the years, I have been composting and that has helped, but even my rhubarb that
was planted 10 years ago still produces small, short stalks. Is it lack of oxygen? I am looking for
what I am missing here. Please help with any suggestions! Thank you. Kathy
February’s Growing ideas column will explore options for Kathy’s question in more detail.
Readers are welcome to share their experience on how they have been able to conquer or work
with the shorter growth that tends to happen when gardening at high altitude. Send your suggestions or a new question to utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com. Our goal with this column is to
enhance the gardening experience at high altitude by sharing tips, and ideas.

100 Saddle Club Ave • Woodland Park • 719-687-3031
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The economics of wildfire

Gold Mining on Globe Hill

E

by Dave Martinek

by The Coalition for the Upper South Platte
very year we hear about the destructive
power of wildfire. Whether it’s here in
Colorado, Arizona, or California, more and
more people and environments are being
impacted by intense wildfires. The cost of
wildfires, along with acres burned and homes
destroyed, is an oft-cited statistic in media and
government reports as we seek to quantify the
loss. But these estimates never fully capture
the true cost of a catastrophic wildfire.
The cost estimates usually include easily quantifiable things like suppression costs and homes
consumed, but less defined costs and long-term
impacts are often left out. Getting at these more
complex losses is essential for truly understanding the wide-reaching impacts of wildfires.
So what are we leaving out? Many wildfire
professionals have been grappling with this question for some time now. While no clear-cut, allencompassing measure may ever be found, better
and more holistic estimates are being formulated.
It is clear that communities devastated by
fire can lose out economically. Small towns
that depend on tourism may see those dollars
dry up as visitors go elsewhere in favor of an
un-charred landscape. If roads and other key
infrastructure are compromised or wiped out,
residents can be isolated and outsiders may be
barred from getting in.
Amplified flooding following wildfire also
takes a toll. Houses and businesses that made
it through the wildfire can face years of flood
threats, leaving residents and businesses
scrambling to mitigate flood damage while still
recovering from the shock of a near miss from
the wildfire. In addition to properties nestled in

the woods that burned being devaler context. Research after
ued following the fire, those that
the Hayman Fire indicated
lay in the path of post-fire floods
that suppression costs acoften see property values deflate.
counted for only about 20
Infrastructure impacts from floods
percent of a total estimated
can also be severe. If you have
cost of over $207 million.
travelled along Highway 24 in the
Included in the total estipast couple years during the late
mate are direct costs like
summer monsoon season, you may
suppression, rehabilitation,
have experienced road closures or
and broader impacts. It’s
delays below the Waldo Canyon Fire
safe to say this total cost
burn scar. These closures and delays
is likely under-estimated
have an impact on businesses and
because restoration work
economies on both sides of the pass.
in the Hayman Fire burn
Then there are those losses
scar is still ongoing.
that are much harder to define.
We can therefore think
Incalculable costs like loss of life
of the most ‘destructive’
Wildfire mitigation work has many benefits including boosting local fires, not as the ones that
and health impacts have long-term
implications for communities.
economies. Cover photo: Wildfires have long-term costs. CUSP volunteers burned the most homes or
Respiratory illnesses from poor air
continue with restoration efforts in the 2002 Hayman burn scar. required the most money
quality and smoke inhalation durto suppress, but as those
ing a fire, emotional damage from
wildfires that have the most
fires affect many of the benefits we derive from
surviving a traumatic event, and grief from any ecosystems. As described in “The True Cost of
profound short and long-term impacts on lives,
number of losses during a fire can all impact
communities, ecosystems, and natural resources.
Wildfire in the Western U.S.”, a 2009 publication
the quality of life for individuals and commuBeginning to better understand the true cost
by the Western Forestry Leadership Coalition,
nities long after the fire is extinguished.
of wildfires can help push us all towards prior“Ecosystem services are the benefits we derive
Perhaps the farthest-reaching impacts come
itizing the much more cost-effective practice
from ecological processes and functions. Examin the form of harm to ecosystems and waterof wildfire mitigation. In addition to helping
ples from the forests and grasslands affected by
sheds. In areas where extremely hot flames left
prevent some of the devastating losses incurred
wildfire include timber and non-timber forest
something approaching a moonscape in their
products, wildlife enjoyed for viewing or hunting, during catastrophic wildfire, wildfire mitigawake, ecosystem and watershed recovery become regulation of water quality and quantity, carbon
tion comes with economic benefits of its own.
a very long process. As the land heals, flooding
As more wildfires burn and more people
sequestration and storage, soil creation and retenand accelerated erosion are constant challenges
flock to mountain communities, more attention
tion, nutrient cycling, and satisfaction of recreathat further inhibit healthy vegetation growth on
is being paid to the need for wildfire mitigation, cultural, and spiritual needs and desires.”
denuded slopes, wildlife habitat restoration, and
tion. At both the federal and state levels,
In the same report, a case study on the 2002
water quality improvements. These large-scale
officials recognize that the combination of
Hayman Fire helps put wildfire costs into a broadunhealthy forests and growing populations in
the wildland-urban interface (where development meets the forest) is driving up the risk
of intense and tremendously costly wildfires.
A Colorado State University study estimates
Colorado’s wildland-urban interface will grow
from 715,500 acres in 2000 to 2,161,400 acres
by 2030, a 300 percent increase. With this
growth comes a drastic increase in the values
at risk in our fire-adapted forests.
But this growth, and the recognition that
proactive action is more cost-effective than
reactive action, also provides opportunities.
Funding from state and federal entities is
helping more organizations mitigate forests
in high-risk areas near communities. These
dollars help infuse local economies, and can
support small businesses.
For example, the Coalition for the Upper
South Platte (CUSP is a nonprofit based in Lake
George, CO and serves the Upper South Platte
Watershed) annually secures grant funding to
complete about 2,000 acres of wildfire mitigation in high-risk areas within the watershed.
By partnering with a variety of local forestry
or
contractors to spend out grants to get wildfire
mitigation work done on the ground, the money
from these grants helps to support our local
communities. Last year alone, CUSP provided
over two million dollars in funding to contractors undertaking forest management projects
in the watershed. Bringing this money into the
community not only helps CUSP and local forest contractors support and hire employees, but
also helps support other businesses in the area
where these employees spend money.
Supporting wildfire mitigation therefore
makes sense not just to protect our treasured
forests, watersheds, homes, communities, and
way of life, but also as a way to support our
local economies.
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If you would like more information about
wildfire mitigation on your land or in your
community, please contact CUSP by visiting
cusp.ws, calling us at 719-748-0033, or emailing us at cusp@uppersouthplatte.org.

Planned
burn areas
T

he Coalition for the Upper South Platte’s
fuels management crews are scheduled to
begin pile burning this month.
Crews will begin burning piles located north
of Divide within the Ute Lakes Fishing and
Recreation Club, East of Woodland Park, at the
Glen Aspen Boy Scout Camp, off of Loy Creek
Road and at a private residence Southwest of
Woodland Park, off of Arapahoe St. Burning
will occur as weather and conditions allow
throughout the next few months.
Smoke may be visible on Highway 24, CR
5, Hwy 67, Rampart Range Road and Loy
Creek Road. Smoke-sensitive residents should
consider staying indoors and keeping doors,
windows and outside vents closed.
Fuels management staff will post road signs
around the areas affected by the pile burns and
send nixel notifications. For more information
please contact cusp@uppersouthplatte.org, or
call 719.748.0033.

What to expect

T

here has been gold mining in the Cripple
Creek and Victor District since 1891, ever
since Bob Womack discovered the precious
stuff in poverty gulch. But there has not been
much mining activity in the Cripple Creek
area since perhaps the late 1940s or early 50s.
In general, mining has not been visible from
the City of Cripple Creek since then. Most
the operations of the Cripple Creek & Victor
Gold Mining Company (CC&V) has, since
approximately the mid-70s, centered on Battle
Mountain and above, north and east of Victor.
Within the last two years, those operations
have extended northward into the Cameron
area along Teller County Road 82 and a new
project started, called the Cresson Wild Horse
Extension (commonly called the “WHEX”).
However, there will be more changes in
2015 and beyond when CC&V begins a new
chapter in their mining life cycle in the Globe
Hill area northeast of Cripple Creek with a
project called the North Cresson.
By August, 2012, culminating in approval by
the Teller County Board of County Commissions, CC&V had completed the important and
necessary public permitting process to extend
gold mining operations in the Cripple Creek and
Victor Mining District. This process included
lengthy permit application development and approvals from over 17 different public, regulatory
and governmental agencies, Teller County being
the last. CC&V calls the construction projects
associated with this investment, and the subsequent mining operations they will support, Mine
Life Extension 2 or “MLE2”.
The MLE2 projects include: a new valley
leach facility and recovery plant located in
Squaw Gulch near the historic town site of Anaconda; the associated relocation of Highway
67; construction of a new mill facility to process gold ore differently and more efficiently;
environmental reclamation and historic mining
structure relocations; mining operations in
new areas – namely in the Cameron and South
Cresson area above Victor and the Globe Hill
(North Cresson) sites above Cripple Creek; and
new (additional) employment opportunities.
Based on the current and forecasted pace of
mining, mining will be complete under MLE2
in 2026, with processing for the recovery
of gold continuing. MLE2 also includes the
potential to explore underground operations,
although that would require additional permitting (more on that in a future article). The
sum of all these elements amounts to a capital
investment of over $580 million.

According to the
storm water plan, the
features are designed
to mitigate the rainfall
which could produce
a 100-year flood.
The construction associated with CC&V’s
MLE2 projects continued throughout the winter
months of 2014, and summer’s favorable
weather allowed significant progress. By the end
of the year the new valley leach facility (called
VLF2) located in Squaw Gulch was taking
shape. Construction of VLF2 will continue until
late 2015 or early 2016 and only be operational once a new recovery plant is constructed.
Highway 67 was relocated and included historic
preservation and reclamation projects, including relocation and reassembly of some of the
Anaconda cribbing (from the Mary McKinney
mine) along the Highway 67 area, as well as
construction of a new overlook. The construction and commissioning of the new mill facility
started at years end and will continue into 2015.
During 2014, CC&V’s employment increased
to approximately 550 full-time employees by
year-end, many hired to operate the new mill
facility. In addition, over 500 contractors (the
number at the peak of construction) were working to build the mill and perform other improvements, many of which are now leaving the mine
site after completing their tasks.
CC&V has already begun to prepare the Globe
Hill area for MLE2 mining operations. The area
affected is located above and to the east of Poverty Gulch and the International Complex (see
map). As operations progress, activities will be
visible from the Cripple Creek Heritage center, as
well as downtown Cripple Creek.
With every entry into a new mining area,
there is an eight-step structured process
followed routinely by CC&V to prepare the
site for mining, conduct the mining operations and reclaim the area once mining stops.
This process is called the “mine life cycle.”
The total duration of the mine life cycle can
extend over many years, depending on the
volume of ore found and the length of min-

ing operations needed to extract it.
Here is a summary of the Mine Life Cycle:
1. Baseline data and permitting: This first step
was already accomplished through the permitting process approved in 2012, but generally
involves environmental studies to evaluate the
potential impact of mining operations on an
area, development of reclamation and mitigation plans and review by appropriate federal,
state, and local regulatory agencies.
2. Vegetation removal: After permit approval,
preparation of the mine site begins. This includes removal of the trees and other vegetation and preparation of storm water drainage
courses and holding ponds to control erosion
and mitigate potential flooding. Much of
the wood from the removed trees wood is
made available to the public for firewood.
Removal of the conifer trees and the storm
water mitigation activities in the Globe Hill
area is now visible in Cripple Creek and will
be more visible in early 2015.
3. Topsoil handling: Topsoil is removed and
stored until it can be used for reclamation
in the future.
4. Mining: The mining process includes controlled blasting, hauling of ore and overburdened rock by the large Caterpillar haul trucks,
crushing of the gold ore, processing the ore
through the mill and/or on the valley leach
pad and recovery of the gold. The blasting and
hauling are the principal activities that will be
visible on Globe Hill in the Cripple Creek area
once active mining begins. In addition, berms
will be graded on the perimeter of the mining
area for safety and to control noise.
5. Backfilling, contouring and re-grading:
Overburden rock (rock which does not contain gold ore) is placed either in engineered
storage areas or used to backfill mined areas
that are no longer active, according to the
approved reclamation plan. The backfilled
areas are then graded and contoured to
establish a stable post-mining slope. While
complete reclamation of the Cripple Creek
and Victor Gold Mining District make take
many years, it is CC&V’s policy to begin
reclaiming individual mining areas immediately when mining has ceased.
6. Topsoil replacement: After re-grading and
contouring, topsoil is replaced and fertilizers
and other additives are spread to prepare the
area as a suitable seedbed.
7. Re-vegetation: Newly contoured areas are
seeded annually in the fall, as needed, with a
mix of grasses, forbs and shrubs native to the
Pikes Peak area until a permanent vegetative
cover is established. Seedlings for trees are
transplanted by hand. The purpose of the revegetation is to control erosion and to establish
meadows and habitats for the return of wildlife.
8. Monitoring for sustainability: To ensure that
a stable and productive post-mining land use
has been reestablished, CC&V monitors and
evaluates the reclaimed areas for several years.
This monitoring includes tracking the progress
of vegetation growth, the success of erosion
efforts and the re-entry of any water stored in
storm water holding ponds into the environment, as well as the cleanliness of that water.
Referring back to steps 2 and 3 above, the

The Rumor Mill
Unlike a real mining mill
which crushes and processes ore
so that gold can be recovered,
a Rumor Mill “is painted with
tongues…stuffing the ears of
men with false reports.” William
Shakespeare, Henry IV, Part 2

RumoR 1 – “Once the trees
are removed from Globe Hill and
Poverty Gulch, Cripple Creek
will be flooded when it rains.”
Fact 1 – “CC&V’s storm water
mitigation plan is one of the first
routine steps in preparing a site
for mining operations. It includes
development of drainage channels and excavation of catch or
holding ponds to control water
runoff and mitigate potential
flooding in the mining area, as
well as down the slope in Cripple
Creek. CC&V’s plan is designed
to control water runoff equivalent
to a 100-year flood or greater.”
RumoR 2 – “CC&V is going to
mine under Cripple Creek.”
Fact 2 – “While future mining
under Cripple Creek is a remote possibility, it is practically unrealistic.
Certainly, the permitting conditions and resulting public feedback

The red line on the map shows the approximate boundary of disturbance once mining
activities begin on Globe Hill, east of the Heritage Center and the Molly Kathleen Mine.
The aspen groves west of the boundary line will be preserved and act as a buffer zone. The
International Complex in Poverty Gulch will not be disturbed. All mining will occur east
of the boundary line, where tree and topsoil removal are contemplated early in 2015.
first activities visible from Cripple Creek is
the installation of storm water management
features to control runoff from the mining area.
Some of that work began in November 2014.
These storm water controls are being put in
place before mining disturbance begins, to be
followed by vegetation (tree) removal. Local
contractors have already begun constructing
drainage structures and excavating ponding
locations to collect water runoff. The efforts
being taken are designed to mitigate potential flooding in the area, as well as in Cripple
Creek. According to the storm water plan, the
features are designed to mitigate the rainfall
which could produce a 100-year flood. The
storm water work is occurring primarily in the
Poverty Gulch Buffer Area and is limited to no
more than two acres of surface disturbance (see
a future article detailing the storm water plan).
Along with these storm water improvements, the contractors also thinned the
conifers (evergreens – pine, spruce and fir)
from the aspen groves in the Poverty Gulch

for such an adventure would be
extremely challenging. In actuality,
CC&V’s current feasibility studies
for future underground operations,
based on the geologic location of
richer gold ores, indicates that their
initial portal to go underground will
probably be along the north wall of
the WHEX project somewhere north
and east of Cripple Creek, east of the
Hoosier monument complex.
RumoR 3 – “CC&V is going
to buy Goldfield and mine in the
Goldfield and the historic Vindicator areas.”
Fact 3 – “We know of no immediate plans to buy Goldfield,
even if Goldfield were for sale, or
to mine the Vindicator Valley. The
Vindicator Valley and Trail are
historic areas being preserved as a
legacy of past mining operations.
RumoR 4 – “CC&V is starting
to lay off employees because the
price of gold is declining. This
will have an adverse effect on the
local economy.”
Fact 4 – “The price of gold
has always been volatile; we
hope the current decline is only
temporarily. But in any event,

area using existing roads, trails, and the new
storm water structures. This will prolong the
regeneration of the aspen groves which are
not affected by mining operations.
As plans are implemented along the Poverty
Gulch Buffer Area of Globe Hill, there will
be more questions from the public concerning
what to expect from the operations. Followup articles will provide updating status and
information regarding the schedule of activities
that will be visible. Those interested in learning more about what kind of mining activities
to expect in the near future on Globe Hill are
invited to come by the CC&V Visitor’s Center
at 317 North Bennett Avenue in Cripple Creek.
To be continued
Note: In addition to being a full-time Realtor and a writer for the Ute County News,
David Martinek is also a part-time employee
of CC&V, working in the community relations
department.

CC&V is not laying off employees; beyond normal employee
attrition, we are actually hiring
more employees to fill skilled positions needed to support the mill
and other operations (as part of
MLE2). What the community is
seeing is the wrap-up of some of
the construction projects associated with CC&V’s investment in
MLE2. As with any construction,
when the work is completed, the
contractors leave the site. About
250 contractors remain on site
today, down from around 500
during the summer of 2014.”
RumoR 5 – “CC&V’s mining
operations on Globe Hill will
destroy the landscape seen from
Cripple Creek and ruin business
and the tourist trade.”
Fact 5 – “CC&V’s North
Cresson mining operations on
Globe Hill will definitely disturb
the landscape seen from Cripple
Creek. Residents will see tree
and topsoil removal, see and
feel blasting operations, see
haul trucks working and witness
the lowering of the Globe Hill
ridgeline as operations go deeper.
However, CC&V’s reclamation

plans and policies are in place to
control erosion, mitigate storm
water runoff and effect the eventual restoration of the landscape
when feasible. Such activity
confirms that Cripple Creek
continues to be an active mining community. Regarding the
impact of CC&V’s operations on
tourism and the economy, people
come to Cripple Creek and
Victor for several reasons: the
mining history, the entertainment
and attractions, the casinos, and
to see the only active commercial
gold mine in Colorado (the third
largest gold mine in the continental United States). Contrary
to the other factors negatively
affecting tourism in recent years,
namely the wildfires and flooding along U.S. 24 in Ute Pass,
CC&V’s mining operations will
continue to promote tourism and
provide an important basis for a
strong economy in Teller County.
In 2014 alone, CC&V received
over 15,000 visitors attending the
daily mine tours in the summer,
as well as other special tours, or
coming through their visitor’s
center in Cripple Creek. That
number is an increase over 2013.
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What do you know about
Now
mining?
Open gold
by CC&V Community Affairs
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GRATITUDE AND BLESSINGS TO ALL

or the Cripple Creek and Victor Gold Mining
Company, ( CC&V), finding and mining
gold is a big deal — a really big deal. We use
extremely big trucks, 23 of them, that can haul
250 tons of rock, shovels that can scoop 39 yards,
and drill rigs that can make a 6” x 40’ deep hole
in just 15 minutes. A man standing by the wheel
of one of our trucks is only half as tall as the tire.
We create implosions to break up the rock so
that we can mine it. We shovel that rock into those
big trucks, and we have to move a lot of rock to
get enough ore to produce just a few ounces of
gold. So how much rock do we have to move to
get that gold, and how do we get the gold out of

the rock? Come to the CC&V Visitor Center at
371 Bennett Avenue in Cripple Creek to find out.
We are located downtown in the Elks Building, and we have photo exhibits, cool rocks,
informational handouts, activities for kids, and
videos about the mining process and we’re
excited to tell you about it. In the winter, we
also have Mine Shots — presentations by
experts who talk about the mining process. We
are open on weekends from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and have a Coffee Club on Monday mornings
starting at 10 a.m. Call 719-689-2341 or 719689-4052 for more information.
What about that volcano?

Lighter Side of Christmas
Thanks the Community
T
he City of Woodland Park and the LSOC
Parade Committee would like to send out a
big “Thanks” to everyone for their help making
the 26th annual Lighter Side of Christmas Parade
“Here Comes the Snow — Celebrating 50 Years
of Beatlemania” a huge success December 6. The
City of Woodland Park was well represented with
both participants and viewers present for the parade, fireworks and annual tree lighting ceremony. The attendance this year, I believe, greatly
surpassed past parades. This has been another
great small town activity this year benefiting our
2014 beneficiary, the Ute Pass Symphony Guild!
A big thank you to Jerry and Vicki Good
for their continued support of the “Crazy Hat
Contest” honoring Mike Williams. This year’s
winner was Aidan Bates, who received a $200
gift certificate from Wms. Log Cabin Furniture
and tickets to Gold Hill Theater.
Special thanks to Northeast Teller County
Fire Department, Sherriff’s Posse and TCSR for
the bum fires and Santa’s “sleigh” in the parade.
Woodland Park Police Department, thanks for
taking on the parade detour and missing all the fun
downtown. Couldn’t do it without you guys and
gals!!! Woodland Park City and Public Works departments, thanks for the road barriers, electricity
and support of our volunteers. Also to the Rampart
Range Library for their hosting of the LSOC

Gingerbread House contest. A special thank you to
all of our sponsors this year (see www.lightersideofchristmas.com for a complete list). The Yellow
Submarine Treasure Hunt was found by Harrison
Blouch from Colorado Springs.
Also thanks go out to Grand Marshal Jane
Mannon, announcers Debbie Miller, Dave Paul,
and Mike Perini, judges Mike Dougall, Lenore
Hotchkiss, and Rita Randolph, Pikes Peak Rotary
and Dave Paul for the use of their sound systems,
Sandy King and Nancy Spradling for their
participation on the LSOC committee representing the Ute Pass Symphony Guild, Teller County
Sheriff’s Office, Carolyn Pulley for brochure
design and Matt Upton for website support, Ken
and Nancy Hartsfield, Waste Management and
KWPB team for trash pickup, John Bennitt,
Kynta Bennitt and friends, LSOC Official Parade
Photographer Rod Dion, Deb Pinello and staff at
the annual tree lighting ceremony, Craig Harms
and the Woodland Park Wind Symphony, Summit Singers and committee members Gail Wingerd, Jan Cummer, David Mals, Val Robertson and
our Christmas Parade Wife Doreen Ward.
We are looking for new members to help
with the planning of next year’s parade, the 27th
celebration of the Lighter Side of Christmas. If interested, drop us a line at tracie@dinosaurbrokers.
com or Doreen Ward at fmbycwi@gmail.com.

Commercial/Residential Fencing

Salida Mountain Trails

Accomplishments, plans, and thanks!

S

alida Mountain Trails (SMT) is an all-volunteer non-profit organization committed to
building and maintaining sustainable, multiuser, non-motorized trails, on public lands near
the city of Salida. For more information about
SMT and its calendar of volunteer opportunities
and events, visit www.SalidaMountainTrails.org
or www.facebook.com/SalidaMountainTrails
We wanted to provide a summary of what
we’ve done this year and our plans for the
future. First and foremost, we want to thank
all of our volunteers and partners who have
contributed to our trail building efforts this past
year! We’ve had great support from the community and have accomplished a great deal.

2014 Accomplishments:

� New trail construction.
Via our partnership with the United States
Forest Service (USFS), we have completed the
first 2. 5 miles of the new Cottonwood Trail.
From the junction of CR175 & FS181 to the
Backbone Trail this project will provide 8 miles
total of new and existing ‘system’ trail on both
USFS and BLM land, and will provide the
critical link needed to complete a 17-mile loop
beginning and ending in downtown Salida. We
have developed a great working partnership
with the USFS, who is managing and heavily
participating in this effort. Over this past year,
SMT contributed 1,500 volunteer hours and
also contracted with Arrowhead Trails and Tony
Boone Trails to professionally build portions
of the trail. SMT spent a total of $24,000 from
funds we raised. In addition, Volunteers for
Outdoor Colorado (VOC) organized two work
weekends which were a huge boost. Mike Sugaski coordinated this project from the SMT side
and Brett Beasley from the USFS side. Please
thank these guys when you see them!
� trail maintenance
We held monthly shindig trail work days
and contributed a total of over 1,000 hours to
maintain the following trails: Race Track, Lost,
and Dead Bird. In addition, we contracted
repair work from Arrowhead Trails on the Lost
Trail and contracted work on South Backbone
Trail from the Southwest Conservation Corps,
totaling $8,500.
� Membership Program
Our first annual membership program kickoff party at the Boathouse Cantina in May was
an overwhelming success. We have over 160
members and via membership dues and auction
items, raised over $11,000! Salida Mountain Sports, Subculture Cyclery, Salida Bike
Company, and Absolute Bikes were substantial
sponsors of this effort.
� Funding
Ray Kitson, owner of The Boathouse Cantina and the Rivers Edge Bar & Restaurant created this year a voluntary one-percent donation
program at both restaurants to benefit SMT’s
trail construction efforts. To date, this program
has generated almost $15,000 and has allowed
us to contract professional trail building
services that would not otherwise be possible.
Please show your thanks by frequenting these
cool restaurants!
� Events
The Run Through Time Marathon held in

Laura Owens
Your specialist for rural mountain properties
in Southern Park & Western Teller Counties.

Visit our
new office:
March by the Chaffee County Running Club,
dedicated proceeds from that race to SMT
totaling $6,000.
The 10th Annual Vapor Trail 125 endurance
mountain bike race sponsored by Absolutes Bikes
donated all of its proceeds of $2,500 to SMT.
� Grants
SMT has applied for a substantial State
Parks grant to help finish the Cottonwood Trail
project which will leverage funds raised per
above. The State Parks grant awards will be
announced in March; fingers crossed!

Call us with any quote /
bid / questions...
6250 Cnty Rd. 61
Divide, Co 80814
(719) 494-7572
IRFencingSystems.com

400 W. Midland Ave., Suite 110
Woodland Park

laura@saddleuprealtyco.com

719-687-6129

Toll Free 866.802.3677
www.saddleuprealtyco.com

office@inner-smiles.com

Thanks also to our partners and
supporters (alphabetical Order):
Absolute Bikes
Ark Valley Libation Society
Arrowhead Trails
Boathouse Cantina
Bureau of Land Management
Chaffee County Commissioners
Chaffee County Running Club
City of Salida
Jug Liquors
Rivers Edge Bar & Restaurant
Salida Bike Company
Salida Mountain Sports
Southwest Conservation Corps
Salida Parks, Open Space and Trails
Subculture Cyclery
Tony Boone Trails
San Isabel USFS
Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado

and economic vitality. It also presents:
• Public and stakeholder input
• Identifies Colorado’s multimodal transportation system
• Transportation needs, revenue and funding gap
• Overall investment strategies
• Top strategic actions to meet the plan’s goals
Colorado’s Regional Transportation Plans
and the Statewide Transit Plan are also available for review and comment.

GOCO awards $188,885 for rehabilitation
of Washington Park

T

719.748.1212

� cottonwood trail
We hope to finish this project together with
the Forest Service over this next year. We
have approximately 3 miles of trail to build
and rehab along with constructing a trailhead
parking lot.
� New BLM Trails
We have proposed over 12 miles of new trail
to the BLM that will complete our Arkansas
Hills and Methodist Mountain Trail Systems.
We hope to have these approved by late spring
and will provide detailed maps and plans at
that point.
� South Backbone Trail
In order to make the South Backbone a ‘system’ trail, 4 reroutes are required. The easternmost reroute of 1,000 feet was completed this
fall. We hope to complete the other 3 reroutes
in 2015 via a combination of volunteer work
days and professional trail builders.
� Funding
As always, we need continued and ongoing financial support. Our goal is to have as much new
trail as possible to be built professionally which
averages $5 a linear foot or $26,400 per mile.

City of Victor awarded grant
he Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)
board has approved a grant in the amount
of $188,885 to the City of Victor for rehabilitation of Victor’s only children’s playground.
The City plans to replace the aged equipment,
make improvements to the grounds, and add a
picnic shelter. In addition to the financial contribution from GOCO, the Cripple Creek and
Victor Gold Mining Company (CC&) also contributed $50,000 toward this important community project. The city will contribute labor
and equipment for demolition, plus $31,500 in
cash, including their share of lottery revenues
derived from scratch tickets sold in Colorado.
Jane Mannon, Community Affairs Manager
stated, “CC&V is proud to partner with Victor
and GOCO on this important project for the

One mile west of Florissant
on the corner of Hwy 24
& County Road 46

All the great service that Bentele
Orthodontics is known for is now
conveniently available in Teller
County. All orthodontics services
are available at this location with
no need to go elsewhere.

2015 Plans:

CDOT’s long term plan on website
T
he Colorado Department of Transportation’s (CDOT) blueprint for improving the
state’s transportation system over the next 10
to 25 years now is available for public review
and comment at www.coloradotransportationmatters.com.
The Colorado Statewide Transportation Plan
is CDOT’s first web-based Statewide Transportation Plan and includes the goals and objectives to enhance safety, mobility, maintenance,

2863 County Road 46
Florissant, CO

Mark J. Bentele, DDS, MS, PC

children of the area. The playground has been
well loved by Victor’s families.”
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) invests
a portion of Colorado Lottery proceeds to help
preserve and enhance the state’s parks, trails,
wildlife, rivers and open spaces. GOCO’s independent board awards competitive grants to
local governments and land trusts, and makes
investments through Colorado Parks and Wildlife. Created by voters in 1992, GOCO has
funded more than 3,500 projects in all 64 counties without any tax dollar support. The grants
are funded by GOCO’s share of Colorado
Lottery revenues, which are divided between
GOCO, CPW, the Conservation Trust Fund
and school construction. For more information,
visit goco.org.

We have a tax pro just for you
with One-On-One service.
At H&R Block we believe our clients
deserve personal attention.
Don’t get caught off guard from all of the 2014 tax law changes.
Call for an appointment or come in Today.
Drop-off your tax documents and we will do the rest.
Our focus is on our clients and their tax return issues. Woodland
Park H&R Block has trained tax professionals who can prepare even
the most complex returns and find every deduction you are entitled
to. Our professionals attend annual tax law seminars, tax law training classes and receive daily updates on IRS. Our professionals are
up-to-date on the American Tax Relief Act of 2012 and proposed
tax law changes for 2014 and 2015.

We prepare:
• Personal returns
• Partnership returns

• Corporate returns
• Estate returns

For Personal tax returns we offer Refund Anticipation Check (RAC)
where your preparation fees can be withheld from your refund.
There are several ways you can receive your refund, either direct
deposit into your bank account, have your refund deposited on an
Emerald Debit Card or receive a check.

Mention this ad and receive $25.00 off
of your preparation fees.

Offer valid through April 15, 2015 cannot not be combined with any
other offer. Coupon #65746

We honor and accept any competitor discount that you bring us.
Please bring their coupon when you have your tax return prepared.
Offer valid through April 15, 2015 and cannot be combined with any other offer.

Woodland Park H&R Block
800 E. Hwy 24 Suite A
Woodland Park, CO 80863
719-687-9860
Office hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 to 6:00 • Saturday 9:00 to 1:00
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Weed reduction
strategies

Kirk Garner
Attorney at Law
General Civil Practice
• Contract Disputes
• Adjoining Landowners
• Personal Injury
Family Law
• Dissolution of Marriage
• Child Custody
• Parental Responsibilities
Office located in the Pikes Peak Credit Union 720 W. Midland, Suite 201

719-687-6869

Woodland Park

kirk@kirkgarner.com

INCOME TAXES

• Small Business Specialists
• Individual & Business Taxes
• All 50 States
• E-File

BOOKKEEPING
• Quickbooks Pro Advisor
• Payroll Reports
• Set-up & Training
• Financial Statements
Affordable & Personal Service

(719) 404-1863

www.TaxTimeUSA.us
509 Scott Ave #123
Woodland Park, 80863

by Dan Carlisle

W

ith spring approaching in the Rocky
Mountains, local residents, ranchers, and
area land managers are gearing up for another
fight against noxious weeds. Armed with an
arsenal of tools including shovels, picks, saws,
herbicides, and of course a good sturdy pair
of gloves for that up close frontal assault, we
set out with good intentions to rid our land of
these pesky plants. Occasionally, we are rewarded with success. But more often, we find
even our best efforts only produce minimal
results and the following year we are back at
it again — sometimes dealing with even more
invasive plants than before!
Being aggressive and persistent is important
when it comes to fighting weeds. Better results
and long term success can be achieved by using what is known as Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategies. In a nutshell, IPM
strategies are management procedures outlining the use of various tools, herbicides, and
field methods together with knowledge of the
plants’ biology to combat weed infestations.
I have been asked quite often by local residents about eradicating Canada thistle (Cirsium
arvense), which is a very common noxious
weed found on the Colorado State Noxious
Weed List. It’s visible mid-summer on private
lands, on state lands, and highway rights of way.

The biology of Canada thistle
and how to control and
eradicate it.

Understanding the biology of Canada thistle
is a key factor in controlling this species. Like
many hard-to-kill perennials, Canada thistle has
a root system that extends deep into the soil.
New plants are produced not only from
seed production (up to 1500 seeds per plant),
but also from rhizomes that grow out from its
dense, deep, and creeping underground roots.
Some treatment methods can be effective while
others only kill portions of the plant that are
exposed above ground, leaving the root systems unharmed. For Canada thistle and other
deep-rooted perennials, the extensive root systems need to be depleted of nutrient reserves
and eradicated for successful management.
IPM strategies often involve utilizing various
combinations of mechanical, chemical, cultural,
and sometimes biological control techniques to

REACH NEW
CUSTOMERS
ALL YEAR LONG!
in the 39th Edition
Ute Pass Gold Book
Telephone Directory
Coming Spring 2015
Deadline Coming Soon!
Call (719) 633-5757 ext 110
or your MacVan Representative
MacVan Publishing
1045 Garden of the Gods
Colorado Springs
www.MacVanMaps.com

• Consider adding stocks.
With stock prices having climbed higher
and higher for more than five years, you might
be wondering if it’s time to scale back on your
ownership of equities. After all, no “bull”
market lasts forever. Still, some factors point to
continued strength for stocks over the long term.
First, we are seeing signs of improving economic
growth; employment gains and low oil prices are
giving consumers more confidence, leading to a
boost in spending. Second, corporate earnings (a
key driver of stock prices) were quite strong in
the second half of 2014, and companies appear
poised to show continued good results in 2015.
Third, large-company stocks are still reasonably
valued, as measured by their price-to-earnings
ratios (P/E). Given these factors, you might want
to think about adding quality stocks to your
holdings assuming, of course, these stocks can
help meet your needs for a balanced portfolio.
Be aware that even the most favorable conditions
can’t assure a continued run-up in stock prices,
which can, and will fluctuate.
• Prepare for rising interest rates.
For several years, interest rates have been at,
or near, historical lows. Given the strengthening
economy, and the decreased need for stimulus,

treat infestations. Knowing the seasonal growth
habits and biology of the weed species we want
to get rid of can provide a timetable to use when
applying these control techniques to get the most
effective results. New growths of Canada thistle
begin to emerge as small rosettes around April and
May. This can be a good time for an early herbicide treatment since the plants are susceptible. It
is important to correctly identify the plants at this
stage of growth to ensure you are killing the correct species and not harming native populations.
As the days grow longer, the plant begins to
bolt and energy goes into vegetation and new
bud and new shoot production. Because of its
prickly stems and spiny leaves, this is a difficult
weed to pull, even while wearing gloves, hence
the use of mowing and herbicide applications as
the primary methods of eradication. During this
growth stage, but before seed production begins,
mowing operations should begin. Mow plants
often before they go to seed in the fall to prevent
dispersal and leave some of the plant intact
to provide surfaces for herbicides to adhere.
Mowing will stress the plant and force it to use
nutrient reserves stored in the roots. Mowing
at regular intervals (about every 2 weeks) will
continue to deplete these reserves. As fall approaches, Canada thistle will begin to pull these
nutrients into the roots for winter storage.
Hitting the plant with a late fall herbicide
application will allow the herbicide to be
drawn into the root systems. Using this combination of IPM techniques not only depletes
the nutrients but also kills the roots effectively
— the key to successful management of this
species. It may take several seasons of serious
attack to get this noxious weed under control.
Depending on the weed species being targeted,
different types of strategies can be used. That
is why it is important to correctly identify the
weed species first before deciding on a strategy!
Check out the resources for identifying weeds at
the Colorado State University Extension Service,
CO Department of Agriculture, and your local
conservation district websites. Checkout www/
tellerparkcd.org to identify many noxious weeds
in Teller and Park Counties.
Dan Carlisle is the weed management
specialist for Teller-Park Conservation District. Contact TPCD via its website at www.
tellerparkcd.org.

the Federal Reserve may well raise short-term
interest rates in 2015, perhaps as early as this
summer. But long-term rates may start rising
even before then, so you may want to take a
close look at your bonds and other fixed-rate investments. As you probably know, when interest
rates rise, the value of existing bonds typically
falls because investors won’t pay full price for
your bonds when they can get newly issued
ones that pay higher rates. One way to combat
the effects of rising rates is to build a “ladder”
consisting of short, intermediate, and long-term
bonds. With such a ladder, you’ll be able to
redeem your maturing short-term bonds and
reinvest them in the new, higher-paying bonds.
• Look for investment opportunities abroad.
Although economic growth has been slow in
parts of the world, especially China, many countries have now initiated policies to spur economic
growth. These actions can create opportunities for
international equity investments. Keep in mind,
though, that international investing involves
particular risks, such as currency fluctuations, and
political and economic instability. So if you are
considering foreign investments, you may want
to consult with a financial professional.
There are no guarantees, but by following
the above suggestions, you may be able to take
advantage of what looks to be a fairly favorable investment environment for 2015. While you should
make most of your investment decisions based on
long-term considerations, it’s always a good idea
to be attuned to what’s happening in the world
around you, and to respond appropriately.
This article was written by Edward Jones for
use by Tracy E Barber IV, AAMS, your Edward
Jones Financial Advisor.

A heartfelt “Thank you”
From the family of Alexandra Roberson

T

o ALL who took part in the evening of
caroling for Alex, December 17, 2014.
We will always remember.
Thank you.

Divide Mercantile

More than a consignment store
by Kathy Hansen

photo by Jeff Hansen

What does 2015 hold in store
for investors?
I
f you’re an investor, you probably had a pretty
good year in 2014. But what’s in store for 2015?
It’s essentially impossible to make precise
predictions about the performance of the financial
markets, but it is possible to identify those economic conditions and market forces that may help
shape outcomes in the investment world for 2015.
By paying close attention to these conditions and
forces, you can gain some valuable insights as to
what investment moves might make sense for you.
Here are a few of these moves:

Check out the sporting goods,
boots and unique items
available. The inventory
changes daily.

• Four Mile Fire Department
• KRDO Channel 13
• KOAA Channel 5
• Family, friends, and neighbors

A

consignment shop is like a good matchmaker; both know how to bring out the
best of their “wares” and both know how to
spot an interested party. They must have good
listening skills to be able to readily identify
personal needs and desires, as well as getting
a feel for the home environment. The deal has
to benefit both parties in order to be successful, so good negotiation skills are essential.
The difference seems to be longevity: for the
match-maker, the couple lives together happily
ever-after, but in the case where tastes and
styles change, the consignment store owner is
there for the next change in desire or fashion.
Carla Dornsbach and Cora Wilson re-opened
the doors of the Divide Mercantile in August
of 2014. They are a pair of friends who had
enjoyed shopping together at consignment
stores like the Divide Mercantile, and were sad
when it closed. As they shared their grief over
the loss of what had become quality me-withmy-friend-time browsing together, they began
to ponder owning and running such an operation. Deeper discussions grew into cash flow
projections. Before you know it, they agreed to
become partners in the business venture!
What began as an eclectic resale shop has
transitioned into an on-going community
garage sale. Items are intended to move here,
and they do! The goal is to sell the item within
90 days. Carla’s background in merchandising
and Cora’s eye for what fits together combine
to create an effect better than either could have
imagined on their own. For example, Carla was
there when a small table came in and she added
a pitcher and a pair of vases that were already
in the store. Cora came in the next day, saw the
arrangement, knew there was something “missing” and found a mirror with a frame that had
accents of the same color scheme to place atop
the table. It became a beautiful ensemble!
Items are often moved from one area to
another, or displayed slightly differently, often
depending on what new items have come in.
It is more than just cramming a bunch of stuff
on the sales floor. Placement of items is often
essential; it is that figure-ground concept of
perception in action. They may have a gently
used wooden dining room table and a seasonal
centerpiece. Both are for sale, but somehow
when that antique doily is placed between
them, suddenly the table can now be envisioned in the buyer’s home along with that
centerpiece and two sales are made. There
certainly is a lot of merchandise to take in.
Carla said the average customer circles the
store three times before they have a sense that
they have seen everything.
There truly are many differences between
Divide Mercantile and other consignment,
antique, or resale shops. Have you heard of
“buyer’s remorse”? It is the term for the feeling of remorse a person has after they have
made a purchase. At Divide Mercantile, “Not
buyer’s remorse” is more often experienced
by those shoppers who decide to pass on a
purchase and see if it is there next week, only
to find it is gone.
The customer service at Divide Mercantile
is better described as a personalized shopping
Items we welcome:
Antiques
Furniture in good
condition
Unique or original
artwork
Collectibles per our
discretion
Tack
Animal furs/mounts
Musical instruments
Local Artist items
at our discretion
Camping gear
Fishing gear
Frames per our
discretion
Home décor items
at our discretion
Lamps
(with shades only)
Pottery
Mirrors
Rocky Mountain/
Western décor
Quilts
Sewing machines
Special holiday
decorations
Vintage radios/
record players
Wagons
Walking sticks/canes
Aquariums
Gardening tools
Throw pillows
Luggage/backpacks at

our discretion
Limited number of
complete dish sets
Sporting goods at our
discretion
Items we do not
consign:
Guns
Appliances
Auto parts
Battery operated devices
Books/magazines
Cameras
Computers/computer
accessories
Clocks (unless vintage)
Cribs/Car seats
(safety regulations)
Curtain rods
Dirty or damaged items
Exercise equipment
other than bikes
Jewelry/watches
Knick knacks per
our discretion
Lamps without shades
Linens/curtains
Mattresses
Phones/answering
machines
Pool tables
Prints not framed
Shades
Clothing
Records/albums

experience. Maybe you just like to quietly
browse; feel free. Perhaps you’re seeking
something that serves a particular purpose, like
a dresser or wardrobe, but do not see any in the
store. Please ask because Carla and Cora are
willing to keep a list of requested items handy
for when consignors contact them. They also
keep in touch with many of the antique and
resale shops in counties near Teller County,
and often discuss inventory. Helping to meet
the needs of the competition’s customers
becomes a win-win-win. Maybe you have a
“know-it-when-I-see-it” search for a particular
space you’d like to fill. Cora and Carla are
excellent listeners and can imagine that space
while their inventory runs through their heads
and lead you to the item in the store. Or, they
just may have what you are looking for in the
storage unit, as was the case when a customer
was looking for a picture frame.
If you have gently used furniture you would
like to have considered for consignment, it is
best to call ahead so they can assure your items
get the attention needed and customers can also
be accommodated. The consignors are responsible for physically moving their items into the
store. If you need assistance, mention it when
you call ahead as they have a list of folks who
may be able to help for such occasions and are
happy to make the connection.
Keep this additional service in mind should
you be in the store, find the perfect large item
that is unsafe for you to move by yourself. The

ladies are likely to do their best to help find a
way to get your item home.
The consignment process is more equitable than most: the consignor is paid 55
percent of the floor selling price on items
priced under $250, and 60 percent on those
items priced over $250. Items are priced
fairly to sell quickly.
Cora and Carla know how to negotiate. If
a buyer sees something they are interested in,
but believe the price is too high, the buyer can
make an offer. Carla and Cora are happy to
contact the consignor to see if they will part
with their item at a lower price. Likewise,
when Cora and Carla have recognized a greater value in an item brought in by a consignor,
they recommend a higher price, and may even
recommend a different venue for the higher
valued item. They will also contact fellow
antique, resale, and consignment shops, who
may know more about a particular collection
or type of item, or be more familiar with the
going rate. This level of honesty and integrity in
a service to be cherished indeed!
Merchandise changes regularly at the Divide
Mercantile. There is always an awareness of
seasons, so January might be a little early to
expect to find that garden rake, but not too
early to let them know you are looking to
replace your garden rake. They will add it to
their list of items to seek or accept as they are
always looking for inventory.
If you recently received something very

special and have the perfect place for it, yet
need to relocate a cherished item you are now
ready to part with, bring it in. The ladies will
help find it a new home.
Come in, browse, and chat! The Divide Mercantile is located at 11115 West Highway 24
in Divide (between Divide Venture Foods and
McGinty’s). They are open Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Saturday from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 5
p.m. Please call 719-687-6654 or email dividemercantile@yahoo.com
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Starting
At Just
Touring/Passenger
All-SeASon

195/60R15
195/65R15
205/65R15
225/60R16
205/55R16
235/75R15

$49 95
49 95
52 95
56 95
58 95
66 95

Many other sizes available
Tread designs
may vary

FREE

4-Tire Rotation or
Standard Flat Repair
Offer good for most vehicles through 1/31/15.

49

$

Truck/SUV/Crossover
All-TerrAin

235/70R16
265/75R16
235/75R15
265/70R16
265/70R17
31x10 5 R15

$74 95
79 95
94 95
96 95
107 95
108 95

Many other sizes available
Tread designs
may vary

10 OFF

$

95

We Honor All
upons
Competitors’ Co

Low Profile/Performance
low-Profile

215/50R17
215/45R17
225/45R17
205/50R17
225/50R17
225/55R17

$53 95
64 95
65 95
69 95
72 95
76 95

Many other sizes available
Tread designs
may vary

4895

$

Any Oil Change
Service

All Wheel Alignment
Service

Offer good through 1/31/15.

Offer good for most vehicles through 1/31/15.

10 OFF $20 OFF $40 OFF

$

Any New Battery

Get a Free Battery Test Anytime.
Offer good through 1/31/15.

WOODLAND
PARK
Highway 24 & Chester (Behind Sonic)

687-6682
Open: M-F 7:30AM – 5:30PM
SAT 7:30AM - 4PM

Transmission Flush

Full Brake Service

Offer good through 1/31/15.

Offer good for most vehicles thru 1/31/15.

or $15 OFF Radiator Flush
SOUTH NEVADA
2 Blocks South of I-25 . . . . . . . . . . . . 473-7089

FILLMORE Fillmore & Prospect . . . . . . . 520-0722
POWERS CENTER
Powers & Palmer Park . . . . . . . . . . . . 550-1840
MONUMENT Safeway Center. . . . . . . . . 488-2299

or $25 OFF A Pair

AUSTIN BLUFFS
Austin Bluffs & Barnes . . . . . . . . . . . . 599-4555

WOODMEN ROAD
Woodmen & Rangewood . . . . . . . . . . . . 268-9988

FOUNTAIN / WIDEFIELD
N. of Walmart on Camden . . . . . . . . . . 392-4203
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Dream Bringer
Author’s Note: Happy New Year, readers!

All-You-Can-Eat Mexican
Buffet for $ 00

9

• Steak Dinners Friday & Saturday Nights
• Now open 7 days a week from 11am to 9pm

SPECIAL SUNDAY

JANUARY 25TH - 5 PM
LISSA HANNER & THE
SALTINE CRACKERS

“Like Us” on Facebook at The Freshwater Saloon

Guffey, Colorado • 719.689.0518
For cabin availability call 719-689-3291

Full Service Shop
Collision Center
Mobile Service
Our Place Or YOurs
Diagnostics, Repairs, Maintenance,
Parts, Collision, Roofs, Chassis,
Electrical, Solar, Batteries,
Extended Warranty, Insurance
certified & dePendable
719.634MYRV • www.634myRV.com
2720 Wheeler Ave. • Colorado Springs

Critter
Corner

Honda, the ranch cat on her
motorcycle - Jeremy Buss, Divide

T

here was a time that the land was untouched by white settlers. The land
was fresh, respected, and kept clean by the Native Americans. Before
it was Highway 24 it was Ute Pass Trail. This route was used by the
Utes to migrate from present-day South Park to Manitou Springs, where they
spent the winter months. However, this trail started out as a game trail, created by the herds of bison that migrated around the area to different feeding
grounds. Horses were introduced to the Utes in the 1600s, which made hunting bison easier and more effective. The Native Americans used all that they
could from an animal carcass, letting very little go to waste.
A Ute Indian girl, 11-years-old, sat with her mother, helping to prepare deer
meat for dinner. Her tribe had been in Manitou Springs for a couple months
now, and they had all settled in nicely. As much as she enjoyed helping her
mother around the camp, she would have preferred to be off exploring and
hunting with her father, who was a very well respected warrior and hunter.
While she worked, she listened for the sounds of the hunting party returning to
camp. Horses had yet to be introduced, so any travel took a long while. Finally,
she heard the familiar whoops and calls from the hunting party.
“Dream Bringer!” her father shouted in their Shoshonean language as
he strode into camp. She had gotten her name because on the day she was
born, nearly everyone in her small tribe had had multiple dreams that were
strange in nature but were important for dealing with whatever personal
conflict they needed to handle.
Dream Bringer jumped up and ran to him, eager to see what they had
killed. Her father,
Wolf Smile,
wrapped an arm
around her
and pushed
the body of
a badger
into her
hands. She
smiled and
snuggled
into her
father
as they

walked over to their tipi. Wolf Smile greeted his wife, Blue Moon, and sat
beside her while Dream Bringer began skinning the badger. Blue Moon
handed some meat to Wolf Smile for him to start cooking. Dream Bringer
smiled and silently watched her parents as she worked on the badger.
Things had been tense between Wolf Smile and Blue Moon for almost
a year now because their youngest child and only son, Little Eagle, had
disappeared over a year ago. Seeing her parents doing chores together and
smiling made Dream Bringer feel that life might be returning to normal.
After the three ate dinner, it was time to get the tipi ready for sleeping. A
winter storm had settled over the foothills, so a couple extra blankets were
added to the beds. Dream Bringer loved her buffalo hides, but she especially loved the rabbit hide she used as her pillow. She snuggled down into
bed and watched as her mother added another animal hide to the entrance
to block out the drafts. When both her parents were finally in bed, all was
silent except for the popping of the fire. Dream Bringer rolled onto her side
to face the fire. She gazed at the flames, their movements putting her in a
trance, which eventually allowed her to fall asleep.
As she slept, she began to dream.
She was running through a thick forest, jumping and climbing over
fallen trees. As she ran she heard a giggle. She frowned and looked around,
not stopping to locate where the giggle had come from. Hardly any sunlight made it through the trees, so it confused Dream Bringer when she saw
light darting around tree trunks on alternating sides. She heard the giggle
again. This time it was louder and closer, almost in her ear. She finally
realized the giggle was coming from a little boy that was running beside
her. She gasped, her eyes growing wide as they focused on the six-yearold boy. He looked at Dream Bringer and grinned a very familiar grin. It
resembled her father’s grin, hence his name Wolf Smile.
Dream Bringer came to a stop, and so did the boy.
He walked up to her, still giggling. “Hi, Sis,” he said with a slight lisp.
Dream Bringer woke up with a sharp gasp, her body jerking hard. She
blinked a few times, trying to calm herself. As she blinked, she felt small
water droplets fall onto her hand. She quickly lifted her head and looked at
her palm, at the wetness. She wiped her eyes.
She’d been crying in her sleep.
The fire had become glowing embers. Dream Bringer sat up and looked
to where her parents were sleeping. Her breath hitched when she saw
Wolf Smile looking at her, with a knowing expression on his face. Dream
Bringer quickly laid back down, facing the wall of the tipi. Somehow, she
fell asleep, but this time she didn’t have any dreams; at least none that she
could remember when she awoke.
By first light, the snowstorm still smothered the foothills and Manitou
Springs. Blue Moon nudged Dream Bringer awake to do chores. As she sat
on her bed and yawned, Dream Bringer looked over to see if her father was
still sleeping. She was glad to see that he was. She bundled up and quickly
headed out to do her outside chores first. Her main chore was to get water
from the stream. The snow was up to her waist at the top of the stream’s
bank. She involuntarily began to slide down the bank to the water’s edge.
Luckily, she stopped before sliding onto the mostly frozen stream. She
used a type of hammer to create a hole large enough for the pail to fit
through. She set the pail in and got the water they needed. As she pulled
it out and was about to start back, she looked up to see her father sliding
down the embankment toward her.
Her breathing hitched again and she set down the pail and looked at the
ground, hands folded in front of her.
Wolf Smile stopped in front of his daughter, silently standing there for
several moments.
“What was that dream about?” he finally asked, folding his arms across
his chest.
She furrowed her eyebrows, shaking her head and not looking up. “I
don’t know what you mean,” she replied.
“Why did I see Little Eagle?”
She didn’t say anything for a minute. “I’m sorry, papa. I can’t help
where my dreams go,” she said softly, nervously.
“You must learn how to control your dreams. Little Eagle is never coming back. We’ll never forget him, but our mourning period is over.”
“But, papa, maybe he’s still alive out there,” Dream Bringer said, finally
looking up at him.
Anger washed over his face. He quickly knelt in front of her, clasping
a hand firmly over her mouth and gripping her arm tightly with the other.
“Never say that again,” he growled. “We lost him, he’s dead, now move
on. Don’t bring him up, ever. Understand?”
Dream Bringer stared at him with big, watery eyes. She nodded.
“Not another word about this.” He released her, got up, and strode back
up the bank.
Dream Bringer dropped her gaze to the ground, sniffling some. After
a couple minutes she wiped her eyes and nose, picked up the pail, then
carried it back to the tipi. Her mother was cooking breakfast inside. She
told Dream Bringer to wash the berries in the water. Neither of them spoke
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as they worked. Blue Moon seemed to know about the conversation that
had transpired between her husband and daughter. She avoided looking at
Dream Bringer to show her displeasure. Dream Bringer knew better than
to speak up to try to fix things; she was just going to have to ride out the
silence.
Breakfast was a tense affair, and the tension only worsened throughout
the day.

D

ream Bringer felt relieved when bedtime finally came. She laid
down and pulled the blankets over her head. As her body warmed,
her tension and emotional exhaustion eased. Sleep came easily, surprisingly. She slept for several hours, but near dawn was when she began
to dream.
It started with the giggles and darting lights. But the giggles soon softened to whispers.
“Sis . . . Sis . . .”
Then Little Eagle’s face suddenly appeared right in front of Dream
Bringer and rushed forward, passing through her.
She gasped awake and clawed her way out from under the blankets, laying there and breathing heavily when she was free of the confining things.
Even though she was looking up at the ceiling, she wasn’t focused on it.
Her mind was replaying the dream, trying to make sense of it. Her eyes
slid closed as her mind worked.
“Sis!” exclaimed Little Eagle’s whisper in her ear. Or maybe it was in
her head. She couldn’t tell. All she knew was that she’d jumped, her eyes
wide open again.
Now, everything was silent. Dream Bringer thought, and felt, like she
could go back to sleep, and she was about to when something compelled
her to get up and dress. She then walked out of the tipi without a word to
her parents.
She made her way into the forest, the sky already a light grey color
with dawn approaching. Dream Bringer found the snow to be quite deep
in some places, despite the fact that even light rarely made it through the
tree canopy. Her fingers already burned from climbing through the snow
and trying to find objects to hold on to. Soon large rocks and boulders were
abundant enough for her to climb on and be out of the snow for the most
part. She finally climbed up onto a well-worn game trail. She sat in the
snow to catch her breath and look around.
It felt as though she could see the entire world from there. She saw the
tribe’s camp far below, some faint smoke rising and twisting into the air.
The vast scenery gave her shivers. She felt so small, but at the same time
so alone. Her parents were so busy providing for the family that they rarely
got to spend a few minutes away from everything. Her grandparents, when
they were alive, had been able to take her out of the camp to enjoy the surroundings. Thinking of them brought tears to her eyes.
As she sniffled and wiped away the tears, she heard a loud sound of
something heavy dropping into a nearby snowbank. It startled her and
raised the hairs on the back of her neck. She got up and hugged herself
as she slowly began making her way toward the sound. As she got closer
she could hear shifting and heavy breathing. Her brows furrowed as she
listened, making guesses as to what it was.
But then the noises stopped.
She came to a halt, then promptly shrieked as a large animal burst from
the snowbank in a flurry of snow, feathers, and fur. She stumbled back and
fell on her butt, scooting away, her eyes never leaving the creature. It was
unheard of to see a creature like this. They were supposed to be mythical.
It was a young gryphon; a creature with the head, wings, and front legs of
an eagle, and with the back end being of an African lion. The front part
of this gryphon was that of a bald eagle, and the back appeared to be of a
mountain lion. It turned its head to the side to look at Dream Bringer with
one big, golden eye while its tail slowly swished back and forth behind it.
This didn’t seem real. She felt like she was still dreaming. She pinched
herself to try and wake up. But nothing worked. She wasn’t dreaming.
The animal seemed to smile happily and excitedly, stepping toward her.
“Stay back!” she ordered, clumsily getting to her feet. “Stay back.”
The gryphon tilted its head to the side, confused, if not a bit hurt.
“What do you want?” Dream Bringer demanded, taking a few steps
backward.
It shook its head, folding its wings against its sides. It slowly lowered its head and extended it out toward her. The two of them just stood
there for a while. But then as if by instinct, Dream Bringer reached out
her hand, shuffled forward some, then lightly touched her hand to the
gryphon’s forehead.
Images instantly flooded her mind; images of her little
brother. She inhaled sharply and tried to pull away her
hand, but some type of force held her frozen. The images
were telling the story of what had happened to her
brother after he was lost. He had made a deal with
a coyote, and had ended up being turned into the

animal before her. It had taken so long for him to try to make contact because he had had to remember he used to be human and had a family. The
images ceased, and her hand dropped to her side, feeling weighed down by
boulders. Then everything faded to black for Dream Bringer.
When she awoke she found that she was in her bed. She guessed Little
Eagle had brought her back. Blue Moon came over to her upon seeing her
awake and dabbed at her forehead with a cloth.
“What happened?” Blue Moon asked.
“I saw my brother, mama,” replied Dream Bringer.
“That’s not possible. Little Eagle hasn’t been seen for over a year,
Dream Bringer.”
Dream Bringer studied her mother. “It sounds like you think he’s still
alive.”
Blue Moon smiled an aged, tired smile. “A mother always secretly
hopes.”
“He had just wanted to explore, mama. He hadn’t meant to get lost . . .”
“Very few rarely do, my sweet,” Blue Moon said gently, smoothing
down her daughter’s long black hair.
Wolf Smile entered the tipi then, looking just as gruff and angry as ever.
“Thank the heavens you’re all right,” he said sternly, kneeling beside Blue
Moon. “You must not ever go off alone again.”
“Love,” Blue Moon soothed. “It was a short journey she had to make on
her own.”
“I saw her dreams. She’s still focused on Little Eagle despite by what
I told her! Let’s take her to the shaman to dispel these poisonous dreams
from her,” he ranted.
Blue Moon put a light hand on his arm. “No, my love. Her dreams are
a gift, a gift that’s meant to be shared often. Or maybe you’re supposed to
take a journey with her.”
Wolf Smile shook his head, got up, and walked out.
Blue Moon sighed and looked back to Dream Bringer. “He needs time.
Take me to where you saw Little Eagle.”
Mother and daughter climbed up to the
game trail later that day. Little Eagle
wasn’t there right away, but finally he
showed up and approached with caution.
Blue Moon’s face melted as she
looked him over as he pressed his
forehead into her outstretched
hand. “Oh, my son, I would
know you anywhere, no matter your form,” she cooed.
“You’re beautiful.”
Mother, daughter, and son then
embraced, all glad
to be reunited,
and hoping that
one day Wolf
Smile would
join them.
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ave a cute critter? Send us your favorite
critter photos and we’ll feature them here
in the Critter Corner! Indoor or outdoor pets
or wild critters are what we’re looking for. We
will not accept any photos depicting cruelty
or harming animals in any way. Email your
critters to utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com.
Be sure to include the critter’s name
as well as your name.

719-687-5599
Winter Hours:
Mon-Sat 11-8 • Sunday 11-6
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Veteran Owned & Operated

Lake George Library’s
fundraising cook-off

Spiritual redirection

by Barbara Royal, Interfaith Certiﬁed Spiritual Director

by Maurice Wells

T

photo by Maurice Wells

O

n Saturday, January 31, the Annual Lake
George Library Cook-Off will be held at
the Lake George Charter School. This year’s
theme will be egg dishes so prepare yourself
for an “Eggstravaganza”.
Plan on an “eggciting” time with “eggceptional” preparations. Dishes in the past have
“eggceeded” “eggspectations” so come prepared for an “eggstraordinary” taste treat from
this year’s offerings. Winners in each category
will receive “eggceptional” prizes for “eggcelling” in their efforts.
The program starts at 5 p.m., “eggcept” for
those who have entries. They should arrive
at 4:30 p.m. This activity is an “eggcellent”
opportunity for members of the community
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Lake George Library
to support the library. Donations are “eggcepted” so come and join the “eggcitment”
at this year’s cook-off. Contact 748-3812 for
additional information.

Pearls of wisdom
by Shari Billger

E

ach month I will submit something for
the readers’ enlightenment. Allow your
emotions to dive into the sea of wisdom while
collecting another pearl.

featuring Ash from
the midwest!

Slash
Removal
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January pearl
As we come to the completion of another
holiday season, a time when we are meant to
celebrate the birth of Christ, love, joy and commaradie, it can be for some, a time of sadness,
a time that is bittersweet as we experience our
aloneness when it reminds us of the loss of a
loved one.
This December Deirdre de Prospero, one
of the loved members of our holistic community transitioned back to God. She saw the
world through kaleidoscope eyes, a reflection
of her vibration, her heart. She left many
with the imprint of her sunny smile, her love
of children as a doula, and her transparency
in speaking her truth; a legacy to all of us.
The following Native American Prayer was
read at her Memorial Service. The service
and the prayer became my inspiration for
January’s Pearls of Wisdom. May it soften,
lighten, and brighten your way.
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• The brain develops until age 25
• 3 out of 4 Teller County High School kids have never used weed*

Is “Mother Nature’s” miracle plant as harmless as most teens think? Many
early studies have shown the exact opposite. Scientists from Duke to
Cambridge have uncovered a laundry list of troubling side effects.
*2014 Healthy Kids Colorado Survey

Schizophrenia
Permanent IQ loss
Stunted brain growth

Brought to you by the
North Teller Build a Generation Coalition &
Gold Belt Communities Build a Generation Coalition
For more information go to www.dontbealabrat.com

STOP

Pride and consequences or pride and freedom?

“Native American Prayer”
I’m Not Here
Do not stand by my grave and weep
For I’m not there, I do not sleep
I am a thousand winds that blow
I am the diamond’s glint on snow
I am the sunlight on ripened grain
I am the gentle autumn’s rain
When you awaken in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circle flight
I am the soft stars that shine at night
Do not stand at my grave and cry
I am not there, I did not die.
Author: Native American Prayer
See Out & About section under Woodland
Park for more on what the Wholistic Networking Community has to offer for January.
Shari Billger, International Teacher/
Healer, Co-coordinator WNC - 719-748-3412,
shari1551@aol.com

Still, some people question this
research. They say that the studies
need to go deeper. Look further.

But who will be
their guinea pigs?
Who’s going to risk their
brains to find out once
and for all what marijuana
really does?

he seven deadly sins are a classification
of vices that have been used since early
Christian times to educate and instruct Christians
concerning fallen humanity’s tendency to sin.
(Wikipedia.org). The seven deadly sins have been
carried forth from the late 6th century into the
present day. They are listed as pride, envy, anger,
sloth, greed, gluttony, and lust. Pride is listed
as the first of the seven deadly sins because it is
considered first and foremost inherent in all sin.
Here is a summation of pride as a deadly sin
taken from the Igniting Worship Series, The
Seven Deadly Sins by Rev. Eric Elmes and
the Studio, Scottsdale Congregational United
Church of Christ.
Pride: All about me. I esteem myself based
on worldly standards of merit; superiority over
others and even to God; selfish ambition; how
I perceive others think of me.
Each of the deadly sins is associated with a
specific punishment in hell. The punishment in
hell for the deadly sin of pride is to be broken
on the wheel.
If I were a believer of the tenets dictated at
that time, and the threat of the punishment in
hell which has survived throughout the eons,
I would be huddled in fear, never to show my
greatness and my God-given power.
Now let’s look at pride as a lesson for our
Soul. James Van Praagh is a medium (one who
communicates with the dead). Mr. Van Praagh
provides evidential proof of life after death via
detailed messages from the spiritual realms.
He has compiled the primary lessons our Souls
have embodied in you and me to experience.
Here is pride as our Soul’s lesson.
Pride: I love myself and I see myself in
everyone. You need to take time to honor and
acknowledge who you are and what your Soul has
accomplished with your life thus far. How have
you changed the world in some little way? Never
underappreciate or underestimate yourself or your
accomplishments. Take rightful ownership of

who you are and how you have shared
your unique light in the world. It may
also be a perfect time for you to look
around and acknowledge those other
Souls who have also accomplished
many great things and who need to be
reminded of them.
In comparing the deadly sin of
pride and the Soul lesson of pride, it
seems the message from our Soul’s
wisdom is given to correct the error
in thinking that has been implanted
in our human consciousness since
the medieval dark ages. I wonder
how many of us have diminished
ourselves, our gifts, our talents and
our power because of the archaic
teachings that have ruled for eons?
The spark of Spirit that manifests
in our human body is our Soul. All
too often we forget this connection;
see ourselves separate from God, and
miss out on the infinite wisdom of the
Divine. I invite you to allow yourself
to become aware of your unity with
Spirit and ask if you were meant
to be small or if you were meant to
shine your light in the world. Listen
Punishment for the deadly sin of pride is to be broken
to the still, small voice within. Your
on the wheel.
answer may come as a body response,
a knowing, or you may actually hear
words. If there is no response, use your intuition
Barbara Royal is an Interfaith Certified
— it has your answer.
Spiritual Director and Certified Angel Therapy
If your answer is to shine your light, then you
Practitioner®. She is the owner of Barbara Roywill know it is time to move out of the medieval
al’s Spiritual Life Coaching and founder of the
dark ages — for this is a new age. As you claim
Miracles of Wellness method, which gives clients
your individual freedom from the archaic rule, you tools to claim blessings from heaven. She may be
automatically free your human family. It is time
contacted at 719-687-6823 or miraclesofwellto acknowledge your greatness and your inherent
ness@gmail.com for a free initial consultation
power, and that of others. It is time to acknowland/or session appointments, which are available
edge and manifest the creativity of God that is
by phone or in person. To learn more about
within you. Your magnificence is needed in the
Barbara and her work, visit her Facebook page,
world. The age of pride and freedom is now!
Barbara Royal’s Spiritual Life Coaching.
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BLM seeks public comment

719-505-2015
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Agency seeks comment for recreational placer activities at Cache Creek

T

he Bureau of Land Management Royal
Gorge Field Office is seeking public comments on a preliminary Environmental Assessment (EA) and business plan for recreational
placer activities at Cache Creek.
The preliminary EA identifies an overall
strategy for managing recreational placer
activities at Cache Creek. The proposed
alternative seeks to reduce impacts to sensitive
resources while addressing health and human
safety concerns through a permit system that
would allow for a wider variety of placer
activities while putting protection measures in
place. The BLM is also considering a fee to
aid in managing this resource. The preliminary
environmental assessment can be found here:
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo/minerals/
locatable_minerals/cache_creek.html.
Over the past several years, recreational
placer activities at Cache Creek have increased
dramatically. Greater visitation has led to user
conflicts and damage to the area’s natural re-

sources, prompting the BLM and stakeholders
to take a look at recreation use on the parcel
and develop a strategy for moving forward.
This comment period will run through Jan.
9, 2015. Comments concerning the proposed
action, alternatives, and identification of
environmental issues are most helpful. For
additional information or to submit a comment,
please contact Kalem Lenard at 719-269-8538
or email comments to rgfo_comments@blm.
gov. Keep up with Royal Gorge Field Office
planning efforts at http://blm.gov/3zld.
Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you should
be aware that your entire comment (including
your personal identifying information) may be
made publicly available at any time. While you
can ask us in your comment to withhold your
personal identifying information from public
review, we cannot guarantee that we will be
able to do so.

Eleven Mile State Park hosts
ice fishing tournaments
by Jennifer Churchill
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Don’t be a lab rat!

Made In The Mountains

leven Mile State Park will host the annual
Cabela’s Colorado Classic Pro-Am Ice
Fishing Tournament produced by the 11 Mile
Marina, starting with the Grand Slam Jan. 10,
followed by the South Park Ice Masters Traveling Trophy Feb. 7, and ending with the Marina
March Madness March 7, 2015.
The Cabela’s Colorado Classic has grown to
be one of Colorado’s premier ice fishing contests
with thousands of dollars in cash and prizes won
and given away. This year the promoters are
excited to announce a new Pro-Am format. The
contest basically remains the same as in years
past, but adds a new Pro Division.
Over the last few years the large cash prizes
have attracted professional, expert, and everyday
anglers alike. In an effort to ensure fairness for
the everyday amateur angler, while providing
expert and professional fishermen an opportunity
to win big cash prizes, the 11 Mile Marina along
with contest sponsors came up with a plan to add
a Pro Division to the tournament. Tournament
Director Larry Falk said, “We hope this new approach to even the playing field for the everyday
angler will attract new participants who have
been hesitant to sign up in the past because they
felt their chances to win big prizes were diminished by competing directly against the pros.”

In addition to Cabela’s, which is now in its
second year as Presenting Sponsor, the contest
boasts a line-up of Participating Sponsors unlike
any ice fishing event in the State with sponsors like
Colorado’s own Eagle Claw, national leaders like
Berkley, Shakespeare, and many more. With the
addition of new Participating Sponsors like Big
Rock Sports, one of the nation’s largest distributors of hunting and fishing gear, Acme Tackle, the
makers of the famous Kastmaster lure, Beaver
Dam Tip Ups, and the new format, everyone has a
better chance to win cash and door prizes.
All tournament contests are team events and
each team consists of two anglers, one of whom
must be at least 18 years old. Each event stands
alone as a separate contest. If a team competes in
all three events, there is a point system that yields
additional prize money. Entry fees are $80 per
contest per team or $190 for all three events.
A valid daily or annual Colorado State Park
pass is required for all vehicles entering the
park. A valid Colorado fishing license is also
required for all participants.
For more information on the tournament, go
to www.11milesports.com or call 719-748-0317.
For Eleven Mile State Park information, call the
office at 719-748-3401 or visit cpw.state.co.us

Happy New Year Everyone!

We won 1st Place for our Christmas Lighting! Come and see for the ICE FESTIVAL!
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Ice fishing trips

PPCC offers classes
in Woodland Park
P
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ikes Peak Community College (PPCC) is
partnering with Woodland Park School District (WPSD) and the Pikes Peak Community
Foundation to offer college courses in Teller
County. The collaboration began recently with
limited courses being offered at the Woodland
Park High School with the ultimate goal of
growing the offerings to better serve the western portion of PPCC’s service area.
According to Dr. Jed Bowman, Superintendent of Woodland Park Schools, efforts
to offer classes in Teller County have been
on-going for years. “We tried a few different
approaches in the past, but nothing had enough
momentum to sustain,” he explains. However,
last year, Eric Cefus, Director of Philanthropic
Services with Pikes Peak Community Foundation (PPCF) and a WPSD parent, connected
Dr. Lance Bolton, President of PPCC, and Dr.
Bowman, with PPCF’s Aspen Valley Ranch,
a location providing innovative educational
experiences that include workshops and events
focused on arts, music, culture and sustainable living skills. A conversation ensued about
needed environmental education studies.
“This effort allows students interested in
outdoor career fields the ability to fully utilize
first-class learning environments,” Bolton
said. “And it gives them an edge for successful
career opportunities.”
Currently, PPCC offers instruction for
several Outdoor Leadership and Recreation
Technology courses at WPHS with field trips
to Aspen Valley Ranch and other surrounding
areas. Additional courses will be offered in the
spring and summer of 2015 and PPCC continues to work with Aspen Valley Ranch to utilize
its 180 acres as an outdoor classroom.
“Now we are offering a long-term relationship that we hope will grow for our high school
students, college students, and hopefully
develop into evening classes to meet our community needs,” Bowman said. The ongoing
partnership between WPSD and PPCC is not
completely new. They already work together
in offering concurrent enrollment at the high
school to include English and Spanish classes.
According to Linda Murray, WPSD Assistant Superintendent, students earn high
school as well as PPCC college credit that
can be transferable to colleges and universities throughout Colorado. “Our staff teaches

the courses after being approved as an adjunct
professor through PPCC,” she explains. “We
use PPCC textbooks and syllabus to teach at
no cost to the student. It’s a win/win program!”
Students from WPHS also participate in PPCC’s Area Vocational Program which provides
career training in key areas such as Health,
Criminal Justice, and Welding & Machining.
Another opportunity is Ascent, which is run
through the state. This is when a WPHS student,
who completes 12 college credits by the end
of the senior year and meet college entrance
requirements, is considered a 5th year senior but
is a full-time student at PPCC. Students pay for
their own fees and text books while WPSD covers tuition for a full year at PPCC. “We are so
excited to have these partnerships with PPCC,”
Murray said. “It is a wonderful opportunity for
our students and our community. We hope to
offer more in the future.”
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The Guffey Community Charter School Choir performing at the school’s Winter Program.

Holiday gathering
by Flip Boettcher

photo by Flip Boettcher
About Woodland Park School District
oodland Park School District includes
the cities of Divide, Florissant, and
Woodland Park. Offering preschool through
grade 12, WPSD is made up of five schools:
three elementary schools (Columbine, Gateway, and Summit), Woodland Park Middle
School, and Woodland Park High School. With
students competing every year at the state and
national levels in sports, academic competitions, and other activities, WPSD is large
enough to offer comprehensive programs at all
levels yet small enough for the personal attention and comforts of a caring community.

W

About Pikes Peak Community College
ikes Peak Community College, in its 46th
year of operation, is a two-year college
offering 175 associate degrees and various
certifications in career and technical fields.
With four campuses and two military education centers in El Paso County, PPCC serves
approximately 22,000 students annually.
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Improving the quality of life in southern Colorado
and northern New Mexico with our commitment to
the core values of Colorado College and by
advancing public media.

Fresh local and regional news, information,
music, culture and nonprofit support.
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105.7–Cañon City • 800-748-2727 • 719-473-4801

by Jeff Tacey

T

he Guffey Community Charter School’s Annual Winter Program, which was attended
by approximately 45 people and 26 choir members, was a little different this year. Normally,
the program features a melodrama or play, but
this year it was more of a holiday gathering
with the school choir singing holiday songs, and
reading poems, with audience sing-alongs.
By far, the funniest part of the program was
the choirs’ rendition of the “Twelve Days of
Christmas” featuring Nate and Isaac acting out
each of the 12 days.
Santa arrived on Guffey time, a little late,
but he had lots of great toys in his sack for all
the kids. The toys were donated as part of the
Marine “Toys for Tots” program out of Fort
Carson in Colorado Springs.
Guffey residents Steve and Denise Taylor
were instrumental in getting the toys to Guffey.
Some of those toys went to the fire department
Christmas potluck earlier this month.
After Santa left, light refreshments were
served and everyone was invited to browse the
children’s clothing, toy land game area for free
clothing and gifts, Moore said.
Moore also mentioned that the fundraising
school cookbooks were out and cost $15.00
each. The school also has fire starters and

Did your PROPANE
COMPANY Leave
you out in the
COLD last winter?
COUNT ON US ALL WINTER LONG.

Switch today
and get upto $350!
More trucks, more deliveries,
more propane. Right in your
neighborhood!

note cards available for sale, which were
made by the students.
The school has been plagued by illness with
so many students out sick that the school closed
an extra day on December 11th. No one has
really been able to rehearse for “Charlotte’s
Web”, scheduled for the spring program in May,
according to school principal Pam Moore.

ith ice fishing season in full swing it’s time
to take a road trip to some different lakes.
f course pay attention the weather and
moon patterns as the fish do also. Fish will
take baits better during a last quarter or new
moon phase, as opposed to when there is a
first quarter or full moon phase. When a warm
or cold front arrives fish will bite better, but
then the bites slow down after the front passes
through for a couple of days.
You can use a snowmobile or ATV at Twin
Lakes or nearby Turquoise Reservoir which is
just west of Leadville. The same fish swim in
both lakes.
The first stop is Twin Lakes just south of
Leadville. Lake trout, rainbows, cutthroats, and
brown trout swim here. Try by Whistler Point
or down by the old dam for smaller fish. You’ll
want to be towards the middle of the upper or
lower lake for lake trout. Bounce a big tube jig
off the bottom baited with sucker meat. Fish
near the shore for rainbows and browns, and
out in front of the dam for lake trout. For the
smaller trout use wax worms, Power Bait and
meal worms on Ratsos, 1/12 ounce Kastmasters or Scudbugs.
North of Gunnison, Taylor Park Reservoir
holds the same fish as the other two lakes plus
northern pike and kokanee salmon. The road
is plowed up to the boat ramp in winter but the
snow can be deep at Taylor Park and Turquoise; you might want to bring snowshoes.
Start along the shoreline for smaller fish. Set
up tip-ups with a waterdog or sucker meat for

Northern pike
the pike. Jig big tube jigs out in the deeper water for lakers. Fish along the creek inlet areas
for browns and rainbows. Jigging Northland
buckshot spoons, Swedish Pimples or Jigging
Rapalas with night crawlers or Power Bait will
catch rainbows and brown trout.
Check with the Fish and Map Co. maps for
locations and areas. Check the 2014 Colorado
Fishing booklet for all rules and regulations.

Happy New Year!
INSURE YOUR
We insure a lot of the things in our lives:
our cars, our homes, our valuables. But
what about something less tangible,
such as your love for your family?
Can you insure that?

DonÕ t wait another year
to protect your family...
Call us today.

HURRY! ACT BY 1/31/15

719-505-6613
MENTION PROMO CODE 999

3709 N. NEVADA

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80907

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial • Worker’s Comp

719-686-6400

Kristyn Cline

Your Friendly,
Hometown Local Agent

750 Highway 24 | Woodland Park | kcline@farmersagent.com
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CASE MANAGEMENT SERVICES Uptop
Teller Senior Coalition (TSC) offers Case Management Services for Teller County
senior residents 60 and over. Our senior services advisor serves as a senior
advocate, assesses seniors’ needs, and refers seniors to services provided through
TSC programs and other available community resources that strengthen seniors’
abilities to remain independent in their homes. Health Insurance Assistance
is also available on a monthly basis
by appointment only. Please call
for more information and to
schedule an appointment.
Give us a call today at

(719)687-3330

to find out more information.

By Steven Wade Veatch
The winter snow blankets the town of Uptop.
A wind blows hard, swirling angry flakes of snow.
Light from coal-oil lamps falls through cabin windows -casting a golden glow down a silent, snowy street.

Preschool - Grade 12

People of Uptop long for the days of springtime;
the changing realm of white to robust green,
when summer’s blooms spread cheerful colors -and alpine beauty stirs dreams of travelers coming on rails.
For decades they came over the mountain pass and endured;
some searching streams for gold or looking for silver in mineral veins.
Others started ranches where the grass and water was good.
Each one tamed the West and the grieving mountains.

• Columbine Elementary
• Gateway Elementary

Church in Uptop

• Summit Elementary
(Divide)
• Woodland Park
Middle School

The depot still stands, built by section hands in 1877,
to meet countless fortune seekers coming over old La Veta Pass.
Today the rails are gone and the travelers are few.
Only a small number remain in the small town of Uptop.
Special thanks to the Cripple Creek and Victor Gold Mining Company
for their financial support of the printing of this material.

DUALS • WELDING • BRAKES

On Sunday at the Chapel by the Wayside, among the trees,
a church bell breaks the weekly silence -- renewing the sprits -of humbled hearts to stay for another peaceful year,
in Uptop, Colorado, the secluded and cherished place.
Directions to Uptop Ghost Town, Colorado:
Two turnoffs to Uptop ghost town are located off Hwy 160:
Look for this sign in Uptop
• 20 minutes east of Ft. Garland, turn at mile marker 276
• 15 minutes west of La Veta or 20 min. west of Walsenburg, turn at mile marker 281

Custom
Gold Camp Christmas a success!
Muffler M
& Welding
Shop
David Burrous

1316 Elm Ave • Canon City

719-269-1206

Alexandra
Roberson

April 16, 2003 - December 19, 2014

any thanks to the event sponsors: City
of Cripple Creek, City of Victor, Cripple
Creek and Victor Gold Mining Company, Ace
Hardware, Build A Generation, Aspen Mine
Center, District Museum.
Thank you the CCV Gold Mine for running
their shuttle for the head frame tour that night.
Thanks to those who put up trees at AMC:
Help U Club, Teller Co Social Services, Dream
and Soaring, Aspen Point, Tessa, Gold Camp
Victorian Society, Aspen Mine Senior Club, the
pretty red and white tree and the focal point titled
the Cindy LouWho tree. The winner of decorated
tree was by The Independence Center for theme
tree and Carol Noble for best donkey tree.
Thanks to the volunteer crew who helped
Mary Bielz and Lucas Gallegos with the annual spaghetti lunch.
The Church in the Wildwood Bell Ringers
and the Woodland Park Community Singers
once again sang at the Butte Opera House;
thanks to them and Mel Moser at the theater.
The Colorado Spring Chorale sang at the CC
Baptist Church. Thanks to them and the church

members who host this spectacular event.
The Cripple Creek Park and Recreation once
again had the entire arena full of craft venders.
Thanks to all who attended, venders, and the
employees.
Both Cripple Creek and Victor’s parade were
beautiful. The two towns’ city council members
were Grand Marshal in Victor, and Mrs. Laura
Jeffery was Grand Marshal in Cripple Creek
accompanied by her grandson, Tom Rometti. The
“Keeping Christ in Christmas” float was well
done; Santa was on a large float with many children. to all of them. Thanks to others who worked
many hours on their floats such as the Victorian
Society. We appreciate the casinos that participated
in our event. Thanks to the Cripple Creek Marketing Dept. for organizing and managing the parade.
The winner of the “Soup for the Soul” was
Amanda May’s Café, out of nine other entries.
Thanks to all willing to cook and taste the
soups. The winner of the Greatest Gold Camp
Cookie Contest was Dee Brodage with her
macaroon, out of five other cookies entries.
Here’s to doing it again in 2015!

Holiday dinner and music show
by Flip Boettcher

T

he Rolling Thunder Cloud Café located in
Guffey, had its second successful gourmet
dinner and music show in early December,
featuring a wide selection of holiday music
performed by the Café’s own Geordi Walston on
piano and Guffey resident Karyn Miller, vocalist.
Chef Wayne Walston’s four course gourmet
dinner featured prime rib topped off with a decadent dessert; amaretto cherry ice cream smothered in caramel amaretto sauce with biscotti.
The music included a wide range of styles
ranging from rag-time to boogie-woogie, classic holiday songs, current hits, and additional
solo piano pieces from the Nutcracker, according to Geordi Walston.
The audience enjoyed the music during
dinner and joined in with a Christmas Carol
sing-alongs throughout the evening.
A few quotes from the evening were:
“A happy time for all; good music,
dining, and visiting. New friendships and
old ones renewed. Thanks!” Chuck and
Carol Milisen (Woodland Park).
“This is such a surprise to experience a
gourmet party in Guffey. When we moved
here 20 years ago, never did we think we
would be enjoying a Christmas sing-along
with such delightful people. Thank you for
taking the risk to start your restaurant/art

Adopt Me
Butters
M

Rest In Peace

• Woodland Park
High School

gallery,” Helen & Jack Cahill (Guffey).
“It’s wonderful to share an evening
in Guffey with good friends and great
food. We love living in a small community that has unique food and entertainment. Thank you for a great meal. Look
forward to more events in the future,”
Robert & Jenny Self (Guffey).
“Loved it as always!!! Food, music
and atmosphere was pure joy,” Rachel
O”Connell (Guffey).
The next Gourmet dinner / music show will
take place on February 14th (Saturday), with a
Valentine’s Day love theme, featuring Broadway
musical vocalist Lynde Iozzo accompanied by pianist Geordi Walston. Reservations will be taken by
emailing RTCC at rollingthundercloudcafe@yahoo.
com and checking the RTCC website at www.rollingthundercloudcafe.net for current updates.
After much deliberation the, Walston’s plan
to close the café for remodeling the kitchen area.
Geordi Walston said that the holidays leading into
January seemed to be the best time to remodel.
The café will be closed through 1/31/15. The café
will reopen Tuesdays through Saturdays, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. beginning on February 3. Geordi
said that they would miss their customers but
were excited about the kitchen changes which
will make possible new menu items.

By Lisa Moore
of TCRAS

y name is Butters. I am an eight-year-young English Setter, Australian Cattle dog mix looking for
a home to call my own. Please don’t let my age scare
you. I am full of energy and have lots of love to give.
When you come to visit with me, maybe you will get
lucky enough to see me jump for joy when I see you.
I truly enjoy a good long walk and time with people. I
do hope you will consider giving an awesome dog like
me a home! Call TCRAS, the no-kill shelter in Divide,
at 719-686-7707 for more information or checkout our website to see all the available animals!
www.tcrascolorado.com

Lil Smokey

Dorothy Mayber stands with Smokey a year after he
was born at her home in Williamsburg, CO. (above,).
Dorothy Mayber displays her book titled, “The Birth
and Adventures of Lil’ Smokey” (left).

by Charlotte Burrous

A

fter the loss of her mother, Dorothy Mayber felt she was alone and depressed. She
didn’t know which way to turn.
Everything changed when her friends, Ike
and Joyce Porter, contacted her to see if she
would take care of a painted filly and a grey
mare, which were raised together. The original
owners abandoned them because they could
not care for them.
When Mayber learned of their fate, she
jumped at the opportunity to rescue them; not
knowing Lightning was with foal. Both Lightning and Sparky were in bad shape, but she
began nursing them back to good health.
“I got them somewhere (around) May 2013,”
she said. “Lightning was one ugly horse. What
she had been through (was terrible).”
Every time, Mayber tried to feed her,
Lightning struck at her, pawed at her and even
tried to bite her.
“It took me weeks of brushing her, combing
her and talking to her,” Mayber said. “I found
out once I fed her to back away and let her have
her space because she was so used to being
starved. She went through barbwire fences, (ate
gravel) and everything she could to save this
foal. When I got her, she was skin and bones.”
Then during the dawn of July 12, 2013, Mayber heard several coyotes howling outside of her
home. She feared they might get the mares so she
jumped out of bed, grabbed her gun, bullets, and
a flashlight. Not knowing what was going on, she
went through the gates when something hit her
on her chest. She realized the colt she later named
Lil’ Smokey had arrived 30 minutes earlier.
“There he was,” Mayber said. “He started
sucking on my finger. His mother was behind
him and began nuzzling him, (but then) he
started running all over the place. It took 30
minutes (to get him to nurse) because he kept
lying down. He was skin and bones. (I don’t
know) how she carried him (full term).”
When the colt calmed down enough to
nurse, the spark came back into Mayber’s life.
As she took care of the mares and the colt, she
realized how much they needed her and how
much she needed them.
It took her three days to be able to get near
Lil’ Smokey because his mother was so protective. Finally when he was lying down to sleep,
she began petting him. Eventually, Mayber
placed her head on him and he didn’t move.
“I told him, ‘I love you, Smokey.’ (I still do

that) and he’ll lean over and kiss me,” Mayber
said. “He’s been quite the character. I’ve
always been gentle, caring and nurturing him. I
want him to know love and trust. I always want
him to feel safe. I don’t ever want him to be
traumatized or scared to death.”
Her interest in horses began as a child at her
grandfather’s ranch at Durango, CO., before she
moved to Hesperus, CO., where she got a 3-yearold quarter Morgan horse named Brown Beauty.
“He was wilder than beans,” Mayber said.
“It took a whole bunch of guys to get her
unloaded. She let us ride her all over.”
During this time, she met several actors
when a studio arrived in town to film a movie
named, “The Naked Spur,” starring Jimmy
Stewart, Janet Leigh, and Robert Ryan. When
they discovered Brown Beauty, the studio
asked to use it in the movie.
“My brother did home-made movies of Janet
Leigh putting me on the back of her black
horse and riding all around,” Mayber said.
“Those were the days you could walk up to
movie stars, shake their hands, and have a cup
of coffee (with them).”
When Lil’ Smokey was born, Mayber started
keeping notes so she could write his story.
“I’ve been writing a lot all my life,” she said.
“I thought I’m not good enough (and) I’m not
creative enough, (but) I decided here’s this
little colt and (I could write about) what I went
through to save him.”
While writing his story, she remembered seeing the movies and stories where the animals talk
so she decided to have the colt talk in the book,
titled “The Birth and Adventures of Lil Smokey.”
“(I wanted) to give his side, (which was)
‘here I am on these wobbly legs, starving with
my tongue hanging out,’” Mayber said. “He was
so skinny when he was first born. It teaches kids
‘don’t quit, don’t give up. In the end, you will
get your rewards.’ I got mine with (Smokey).”
After she wrote the book, she put her
photographs on a CD and sent a manuscript to
several publishers. Finally, Trafford Publishing
agreed to publish it. Currently, she is working
on volume two of Smokey’s adventures.
Prior to Lil’ Smokey’s birth, she said she
existed from day to day.
“I went to work and come home,” Mayber
said. “I had my arts and crafts and I baked, but
I had nothing else. Since his birth, Lil’ Smokey
has been the love of my life.”

UTE PASS

TRADING CO.
New Name — Same Business and Products

• Now IN Stock - Above GrouNd wAter tANkS
• cArry the fINeSt feed for your petS ANd lIve Stock
• propANe SAleS
• chAINSAw ANd SmAll eNGINe repAIr ANd ServIce

8785 W. HWy 24 • Cascade

(719) 687-6371

UTE
PASS
GIFTS &
GEMS
ALL NEW
CHAIN SAW
BEARS
• gold panning supplies
• pottery • metal art
• gifts • handcrafted art
• rocks and gems
• custom signs

utepassgifts2@gmail.com

Woodland Park School District:
• is large enough to offer • partners with Catamount
comprehensive programs Institute and Pikes Peak
Community Foundation
at all levels; yet small
to bring a unique
enough for the personal
“hands-on” curriculum for
attention and comforts
all elementary students.
of a caring community.
• provides choice options • provides free on-line
programs as a choice
for families valuing
option for all grades that
home-based education
is customized for each
including an online
student.
program, part-time
enrollment, and
• offers six different ways to
enrichment classes
earn college credit while
attending WPHS.
at the elementary level.

(719) 686-2000 or www.wpsdk12.org
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~out aND aBout~

~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~

Check out these activities going on right here in this area. If you know of an activity we should include, please call us at 719-686-7393 or email us at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com.
all ages at 9 a.m. Donations accepted, everyone welcome. Call
Debbie for more info: 719-7483678. For more information call
the Grange at 719-748-5004

CRIPPLE CREEK

CC&V COFFEE CLUB
Chat with friends over a cup of coffee, or network with businesspeople at the CC&V Coffee Club
every Monday, starting at 10 a.m.
at the Cripple Creek and Victor
Gold Mining Company Visitor
Center, 371 E. Bennett Avenue,
in Cripple Creek. Not just coffee,
but also refreshments and free
Wi-Fi will be provided as you sit
and visit with others and get the
latest community news, or mining
information. Refreshment donations will be given to the Aspen
Mine Center. Contact the CC&V
Visitor Center at 719-689-2341, or
Brad Poulson at 719-689-4052 for
more information.
JuNIoR acHIEVEmENt
Junior Achievement of Southern
Colorado, Teller County, will
bring their specialized financial
literacy, work readiness and
entrepreneurship programs into
the Cripple Creek Junior/Senior
High School this month! Junior
high students will learn about the
global marketplace and exploring
potential careers on Thursday,
Jan 15th. All high school students
will receive lessons on personal
financial planning skills on Thurs,
Jan 22nd. JA needs your help to
make this expansion a success.
If you’d like to volunteer in the
classroom or make a monetary
contribution, please contact Sherri
L. Albertson, Teller County Area
Coordinator, at (719) 650-4089
or via email to sherri.albertson@
ja.org. Junior Achievement of
Southern Colorado is celebrating
60 years of serving students in 46
counties in southern Colorado,
including the El Paso and Teller
county areas.
30 Aspen Mine Center’s Teller
County Food Distribution from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please bring
photo ID and proof of Teller
County residency.

DIVIDE

12 & 26 Divide Little Chapel on
the Hill Food Pantry Distribution from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
For more info 719-322-7610 or
email littlechapelfoodpantry@
outlook.com.

FLORISSANT

FLORISSANT FIRE RESCUE
31 Florissant Fire Rescue is holding a Chili Dinner on Saturday,
January 31st, from 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. at Station 1, located at 2606
Highway 24 in Florissant. Come
and enjoy delicious homemade
chili, cornbread, and salad,
and support the Florissant Fire
Rescue. Dinner is open to the
community and donations are
appreciated. Call 719-748-3903
for more information.
FLORISSANT GRANGE
10 Indoor Flea Market from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Florissant
Grange. Be sure to reserve your
spot as the space is limited and
cost is $10 a table. Call 719748-5004 to reserve a space.
24 Pine Needle Basket making
class from 9 a.m. to noon. Learn
to make beautiful pine needle
baskets. This popular class is
back by request. Please call 719748-5004 to secure your seat.
Jam Night - Every Thursday all
year the Grange Hall is open
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the
Jammers Music and Pot Luck.
Yoga classes - Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
for all ages and 10:30 a.m. Yoga
for Seniors. Thursdays Yoga for

FLORISSANT PUBLIC
LIBRARY
Free Legal Clinic. 2 Appointments
available from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Pre-register by calling 719748-3939. By computer link,
volunteer attorneys will answer
questions, help fill out forms,
and explain the process and
procedure for all areas of civil
litigation, including family law,
property law, probate law, collections, appeals, landlord-tenant
law, small claims, veterans issues, and civil protection orders.
8, 15, 22, 29 Storytimes at 10 a.m.
computer classes
14 Internet Basic from 9 a.m. to
10 a.m.
21 Bookworms meet at 10:30 a.m.
28 Excel from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.
PIKES PEAK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY MUSEUM
The Pikes Peak Historical Society
Museum is located in Florissant
at 18033 Teller County Road
#1, across from the Florissant
Post Office. The Museum will
be closed during January and
February; however special group
tours may be arranged by calling
719-748-3562.
SACRED EARTH
SANCTUARY
24 Introduction to Initiations and Vision Quest, 1 p.m. at The Sacred
Earth Foundation. 633 Valley
Rd. Visit www.sacredearthfound.
org phone: 719-629-8055. The
Sacred Earth Foundation is a local
501(c )(3) non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation
of indigenous cultures, their
territories and their wisdom. For
15 years we have hosted and
learned from indigenous shamans,
medicine women, and wisdomkeepers from across our planet
from Greenland, to Africa and
Peru. For Centuries Initiations and
Rites of Passage were an integral
part of community life. We wish
to bring back the magic and the
empowerment of those ancient
traditions. This day is an introduction to our six month program
of initiations. Participants meet
one weekend per month for five
months and on the sixth month we
meet for four days as graduates go
into the wilderness to experience a
vision quest. Please RSVP pati@
sacredearthfound.org. Wear warm
outdoor clothing, and bring a
blanket for the Introductory afternoon. Donations are appreciated
and tax deductible.

LAKE GEORGE

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
OF CHRISTIANS
Starting Wednesday January 7th
at 9:30 Pastor Redemacher will
teach the book of Revelation.
Class will be on January 14 and
21. Everyone is welcome. Call
the church for more information.
Join us for Sunday School at
9:15 a.m., Church at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning, and Sunday
evening church at the annex at
5 p.m. (next door to the church)
Rev. Dieter Rademacher.
LAKE GEORGE LIBRARY
Adult Writers Group meets the 1st
and 3rd Saturday of each month
at the LG Library from 10 a.m.to
noon. Contact Sandie Sumner
for details 719-748-8012.
31 Annual Lake George Library
Cook-Off. This year’s theme

648- 7286 or email: info@
WPfarmersmarket.com

is egg dishes so prepare for an
eggstravaganza. Doors open
at 5 p.m. Call 748-3812 for
additional information.

MOUNTAIN TOP
CYCLING CLUB
6 MTCC will be hosting its
PARK COUNTY
membership drive at the WoodSENIOR COALIland Park Country Lodge
TION POTLUCK
starting at 6 p.m. until 9 p.m.
21 Wednesday, at
There will be entertainment
noon (yellow
that night in the pub as
metal building
well. The Mountain Top
on north side
Cycling Club has been
of Hwy 24). A
a part of the community
guest speaker
for four years to date,
will inform
offering a wide variety
seniors over
of family fun centered
60 of the
around bicycling. The
many benefits
Mountain Top Cycling
available to
Club members also volthem. Table
unteer in and around the
service and
community. There are
coffee/tea
many benefits to joining
furnished. Call
a local cycling club:
Carol for more
motivation, comraderie,
information at
safety, education, inspira719-689-5950.
tion and don’t forget the
discounts. The Mountain
moNumENt
Top Cycling Club
CREEK
is hoping you will
23 The
support our memRampart
OLD
COLORADO
CITY
bership drive by
Wildlands
9 First Person Portrayal of a Civil War Solider. Benny Nasser, Civil War
Project of
reenactor, is the presenter for this program, which begins at 11 a.m. He is a joining the club for
the Colorado
member of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War as well as the 21st $25 individual or
$40 for families. If
Mountain
Michigan Volunteer Infantry and the 2nd Colorado Volunteer Infantry, a
you do not want to
Club is leadCivil War re-enacting unit. While researching his roots Benny found out
join, making a $25
ing a hike/
that a great number of his ancestors fought in the war. In recognition of
snowshoe in
the 150th anniversary of the end of the Civil War (1865-2015), Benny will donation will help
upper North
provide a close up view of one Civil War solider — Darius Minier. Darius to cover adminisMonument
tration fees. If you
was one of seven brothers from Ohio that fought in the Civil War. He was
Creek on
have any questions
wounded twice, was a prisoner of war twice, and survived the sinking of
Saturday
please contact
the side-wheeler, Sultana as it was returning Union prisoners home after
1/23/2015.
Debbie 719-689the war. Darius Minier, now “living” in Denver will tell us about his exPlanned
3435 or visit www.
periences from 1861-1865. Don’t miss this chance to meet this Civil War
start time is
veteran. Feel free to show your personal Civil War colors in uniform or ac- mountaintopcy9 a.m. exact
clingclub.com for
cessories. The program is free to members and $5 to non-members. Light
details will
more information.
refreshments will be served. Call (719) 636-1225 for more information.
be weather
Call Debbie 719dependent.
689-3435 if you
Contact Tom Mowle at tomhave any questions.
mowle@yahoo.com for more
WOODLAND PARK
information, or sign up on the
RAMPART RANGE LIBRARY
24 Divide’s Little Chapel Food
CMC webpage at https://www.
Free Legal Clinic. 2 AppointPantry will hold its Third Ancmc.org/Calendar/EventDetails.
ments are available from 2 p.m.
nual Fundraising Banquet and
aspx?ID=28904
to 5 p.m. Pre-register by calling
Silent Auction at Woodland
719-687-9281X103. By computer
Park Community Church,
link, volunteer attorneys will
located at 800 Valley View Dr.
SALIDA
answer questions, help fill out
Silent auction begins at 3 p.m.
ABSOLUTE BIKES
forms, and explain the process
and the banquet doors open at 5
All classes are free!
and procedure for all areas of civil
p.m. Please call 719-322-7610
No-Drop Group Rides. These
litigation, including family law,
for more information.
rides are indoors, bring your
property law, probate law, colown trainer (wind or mag) on
lections, appeals, landlord-tenant
DINOSAUR RESOURCE
Tues and Thurs through March
law, small claims, veterans issues,
cENtER
10, from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
and civil protection orders.
17 Wild World of Water from 1:30
Safe Strength Kettlebell Chal7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22, 28, & 29
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Is it possible to
lenge w/craig Nelson. Bring a
Storytimes at 10 a.m.
hold water upside down? What
yoga mat and plan on swinging
makes an iceberg stay afloat?
some weight on Weds through
computer classes
Can some liquids float better
March 4, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
7 Power Point from 10 a.m. to noon.
than others? Learn about these
Visit Safestrength.com to gain
16 Computer Basics from 10 a.m.
subjects and more with Cathy
more detail about these core
to 11:30 a.m.
Kelsay from Fantasy Forest for a
stabilizing workouts.
23 Excel from 10 a.m. to noon.
fun filled hour with storytelling
Lunchtime Mechanics Clinics.
Call 719-687-9281X102 to
and hands-on experiments.
Learn one new skill each class,
register. Book Club resumes Feb
31 Groundhog Day Celebration from
change a tube, repair a chain,
3 at 10:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Denise
center your brakes, etc. on Tues
Gard and her famous Border
through March 10, from noon to
tEEN cENtER
Collie, Sienna presents “Winter or
1 p.m. Bring your own lunch!
We invite you to come to the Teen
Spring”? Celebrate Groundhog
Road Ride instead of Lunch. We
Center; a fun, safe place for kids!
Day at DRC and discover if we
roll at noon! 1 hour of fun in the
After school hours: 3 p.m. to 6
are destined for 6 more weeks of
wind on Weds through March 4,
p.m. No school hours: noon to
cold and snow! Denise Gard and
from noon to 1 p.m.
6 p.m. Youth in Grades 6-12 are
Sienna, will entertain all with fesWinter Fat Ride. We roll at noon!
welcome! Teen Center is located
tive tales and great dog tricks that
One hour on your mountain bike
at 220 W. South Ave. Call 719might make Spring re-appear!
or fat tire bike. It’s all fun on
687-3291 for more information.
Theresa Johnson will also be
Fridays through March 6, from
here with her Hedgehogs Flash
noon to 1 p.m.
UTE PASS CHAMBER
and Thelma from 11 a.m. to 4
Call 719-539-9295 for more
PLAYERS
p.m. Learn some cool facts about
information.
Save the DATE! Ute Pass Chamber
Groundhogs while making a fun
Players Concert on Sunday, Februgroundhog craft to take home.
SYMPHONIC SALIDA
ary 8, 2015, 3 p.m., at High View
Dinosaur Resource Center, 201
22 Cello Ensemble. Show begins
Baptist Church, 1151 Rampart
S. Fairview St., Woodland Park,
at 7:30 p.m., doors open at 7
Range Road, Woodland Park. Lots
CO. Visit www.rmdrc.com or call
p.m. Arrive early for assured
of Woodwinds, Brass, Strings,
719-686-1820.
seating. Advanced tickets are
and one Harpsichord! Tickets $15,
$18, door price $20, students
Students $5 with valid school ID,
FARMER’S MARKET
$10. Tickets can be purchased
Call 686-1798 for more info.
10 Inside Ute Pass Cultural Center
at www.SymphonicSalida.com,
from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. SNAP
Steamplant, Salida Chamber.
UTE PASS
welcomed. For more informaFor more information contact
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
tion call (719) 689- 3133 or
www.SymphonicSalida.com

Library news
Iyengar Yoga Rampart
by Anne Knowles
in the Ute Pass area

Gail Ackerman

30+ yrs. certified experience

Classes in Woodland Park and Colorado Springs

Daily,
Therapeutic &
Private classes.

white iris yoga
719.686.9642 (YOGA)

woodlandparkyoga.com

R

ampart Library District has something for
everyone! Make it your New Year’s resolution to
visit one of our libraries, either in person in Florissant
or Woodland Park, on our website, rampartlibrarydistrict.org, through Facebook, or our blog. Our
New Year’s resolution is to offer you the very best
customer service we can, greet you with a smile, and
provide the services and resources you need. We are
very grateful to be a part of this community and we
thank you for allowing us to serve you.
If you have a legal question or need some
advice and you do not have an attorney, you may
make an appointment at either library from 2 p.m.
to 5 p.m. on the first Friday of every month for
a private, online consultation with an attorney.
A volunteer attorney will answer questions, help
fill out forms, and can explain the process and
procedure for areas of civil litigation, including
family law, property law, probate law, collections,
appeals, landlord-tenant law, small claims, veteran
issues and civil protection orders. You do need
to preregister for this by calling Florissant Public
Library at 748-3939 or Woodland Park Public

Library at 687-9281 ext. 103. We are very pleased
to host this free legal clinic for Teller County.
Storytimes at Florissant Library are held every
Thursday at 10:30am. January will feature “Hibernation” on January 8, “Hockey” on January 15,
“Home” on January 22 and “Hats” on January 29.
Woodland Park Library has two storytimes every
week, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 10 a.m.
If one of your New Year’s resolutions is to
become more proficient on the computer, consider
registering for a computer class at either library.
Florissant is offering Internet Basics on January
14, from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. and Excel on January
28, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Please call the library
at 748-3939 for more information and to register.
Classes at Woodland Park are PowerPoint on
January 7, from 10 a.m. to noon, Computer Basics
on January 16, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and
Excel on January 23, from 10 a.m. to noon. Please
call 687-9281 ext. 102 to register for Woodland
Park classes. Preregistration is required for the
classes at both libraries and a full schedule for the
first quarter is available in the libraries and on our

25 UPHS Annual Patron’s Luncheon.
Ute Pass Historical Society &
Pikes Peak Museum Annual
Patron Luncheon is Sunday, January 25, at the Ute Pass Cultural
Center. Doors open at 12:30 p.m.,
followed by a buffet lunch at 1
p.m. The program, which is open
to the public, begins at 1:45 p.m.
Local author, Ken Valles, presents
“Rare Facts of Colorado”. Contact
UPHS at: 719.686.7512, or check
our website at: UtePassHistoricalSociety.org.
WHOLISTIC NETWORKING
commuNItY
13 Holistic Healing Day. Tuesday,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Practitioners
from the Wholistic Networking Community invite you to
experience the benefits of holistic
services on a first come, first
served donation basis. You may
choose from touch and no-touch
Reiki and Reiki Massage, psychic
guidance, essential oils, tuning
fork sound healing, and dowsing.
Practitioner information can be
found at Facebook page WNC –
Wholistic Networking Community. Woodland Park Community
Cupboard will be the beneficiary of
your donations. Please bring a nonperishable food item for donation.
Venue: Mountain View United
Methodist Church, 1101 Rampart
Range Rd. For more information
call Shari Billger 719-748-3412, or
email shari1551@aol.com
17 SPECIAL Holistic Healing
Day Event. Saturday, noon to
3:30 p.m. Practitioners from the
Wholistic Networking Community invite you to experience
the benefits of holistic services on
a first come, first served donation
basis. Group healing noon to 1
p.m. followed by your choice
of touch and no-touch Reiki and
Reiki Massage, psychic guidance,
essential oils, tuning fork sound
healing, and tarot. Practitioner
information can be found at
Facebook page WNC – Wholistic
Networking Community. Woodland Park Community Cupboard
will be the beneficiary of your
donations. Please bring a nonperishable food item for donation.
Venue: Mountain View United
Methodist Church, 1101 Rampart
Range Rd. For more information
call Shari Billger 719-748-3412,
or email shari1551@aol.com
20 Wholistic Wellness Day. The
Wholistic Networking Community
invites you to meet area practitioners and learn about wholistic wellness on January 20th from 11a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at the Rampart
Public Library, 218 E. Midland
Ave. Our speaker for January is
our own WNC Co-coordinator and
International Teacher/Healer, Shari
Billger. In her workshop, “Human
Design -- The Bridge to Universal
Peace”, she will share with us
her passionate love of a system
which is a road map and a blue
print, brought to us from the higher
dimensions of wisdom, to guide
us to a new higher state of beingness. It is the ultimate solution for
self-knowledge, clearly answering
life’s main questions of who am I?
Why am I here? It represents your
unique genetic imprint, your DNA.
It teaches you how to take off the
mask, eliminate self-sabotage
and begin to travel as the person
you were born to be. For more
information about the Wholistic
Networking Community or to
RSVP, telephone 719-963-4405.

(719) 687-9645

www.woodlandroofing.com

WOODLAND ROOFING COMPANY
Complete Roofing Service

P.O. Box 9002
Dick Barrington 48 Years of Service
Woodland Park
Steve Barrington
Colorado 80866
Owners

• We service all
major brands
• Evening & Weekend
service available
at no extra charge
• Serving Teller
County at no
extra charge

Rock Solid Service You Can Trust www.SolidRockRepairService.com

BrownÕ s Septic Pumping
“Protect the environment”

P. O. Box 303
Lake George, CO
80827
(719) 748-8095 • Tom Brown, Jr.

Active Life Chiropractic
808 W. Browning Ave
Woodland Park, CO
719-687-7600

ry Bring a new patient on
a
u
n
Ja ial! your next visit, both
visits combined only
Spec

BlackWing
Blasting

Dr. Cheryl Steen, D.C.

50 !

$ 00

Drilling/Blasting • Rock Stabilization • Soil Nails

Rick Batista • PO Box 998, Divide, CO 80814

(719) 687-6170 • (719) 687-7090 Fax

Romantic Get-Aways

Corporate Retreats

Family Reunions

719-687-4319

www.dbranch.com
valleyglenllc@gmail.com

Copy Your Stuff

MICHAEL BROWN
REPAIRS / INSTALLATIONS

Family Owned & Operated

MUSIC LESSONS
Violin, Beginning Guitar
and Mandolin

FLIP: (719) 429-3361
flip@ghvalley.net

Your Ad Here

Property Manager: Amy Nordquist

6250 County Rd. 61
Divide, Co 80814

291-1088 / 684-8888

Reach over 25,000 readers in Teller
and Park counties every month!

Mountain Retreat Cottages
Owners: Mike & Carrie Pickett

WOODLAND PARK GARAGE DOORS

Over 40 Years of
Explosive Experience

Valley Glen

VICTOR

Ute Trail Muzzle Loaders: shoot
and meetings the last Saturday
of each month at Victor. For
information call 719-684-7780.

Dennis

719-687-2585

Appliance Repair

Geri Salsig, Broker, e-PRO

®

Box 46/43 CR 102, Guffey, CO 80820
Bus 719-689-2008 Fax 877-376-6980
WWW.ZLANDLADY.COM
geri@zlandlady.com

for only $30 a month

Call 719-686-7393 or
email: utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com
for more information and advertising deadlines.

Closed for Winter Season

2651 Hwy 24 • Florissant, CO
website, rampartlibrarydistrict.org.
Rampart Library District sponsors two book
clubs. The Book Worms at Florissant Public
Library will be discussing “An Irish Country
Doctor” by Patrick Taylor on January 21 at 10:30
a.m. The Woodland Park Public Library Book
Club meets at 10:30 a.m. on the first Tuesday
of every month. The next meeting will be on
February 3 for a discussion of “The Butterflies
of Grand Canyon” by Margaret Erhart. Both
book clubs present an opportunity to meet fellow
booklovers and engage in lively discussions.
New members are always welcome and we
would love to have you join us.
The Friends of the Florissant Library will be
hosting their annual Winter Fun Day on Saturday,
February 7, from 10 a.m. to noon at the library.
This is always a great event so bring the whole
family and break out of the winter doldrums.
Rampart Library District will be closed on Monday, January 19 for Martin Luther King Day. We
hope you will make 2015 the year you discover all
the wonderful things the library has to offer you!

Like us on Facebook!

We Create Slideshows!

Local artists, Handmade crafts,
Antiques and Other odd stuff.
719-641-6404
twincreektradingco@gmail.com
Opening in March

Free Estimates • Serving El Paso & Teller Counties for 30 years! • Insured

Teller Mountain Flooring

Specializing in Repairing & Restretching
Steve Moody

Cell: (719) 641-6415 • Home: (719) 686-1368
� All Tile Work

� Carpet Installation

• Complete shower remodels
• Countertops & backsplashes
• Glass block

� Laminates & Hardwood
� Vinyl & VCT

• Repairs & restretches

Your Full Service
Shipping &
Business Center
Making it easier to live & work in the mountains
email: lisa@shippingplusco.net
Mon - Fri 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat 9:00 - 1:00
52 County Road 5
719-686-Plus(7587)
Divide, CO 80814
Fax 719-686-9176

Now offering Hair, Skin, Nails,
and Massage all in one place.
Bring in ad for $5.00 off any service
Private Booth Rental now Available,
call 719-687-6822 ask for Crystal
719-687-6822 • 111 N. Center St Unit B • Woodland Park
Open Tues through Fri from 9-7 and Sat from 9-4.
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~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~

BUILT TO TAKE YOU TO THE PLACES
YOU’VE NEVER BEEN

ALL YOUR PROTECTION UNDER
ONE ROOF.®
CALL FOR A NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company,
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI, 53783,
©2014 006441 - 7/14

Frank W Gundy Agency, Inc.
101 Sundial Dr Ste B2
Woodland Park, CO 80863
(719) 687-9292
fgundy@amfam.com

#1 LARGEST SUBARU DEALER IN AMERICA!
*BASED ON 2013 NATIONAL DEALER RANKING

Earn Extra Money!

Jim Wright, DVM

ADVERTISING SALES

ANIMAL CARE CLINIC

(719) 748-3048
(719) 337-9822

Regional newspaper seeks local part-time sales reps.
• Set your own hours
• Generous commissions
• Your time is your money

Veterinary Practice
Small Animals • Equine and Livestock
Small Animal Surgical & Hospitalization Facilities Available
Available for House & Ranch Calls

Call 719-686-7393 or email
UteCountryNewspaper@gmail.com

39609 Hwy 24 • Lake George CO 80827
Serving Teller, Park, Douglas, & El Paso Counties

2015 SUBARU FORESTER

Large and Small Animal Medicine and Surgery,
Specializing in Dentistry
Appointments • Mobile Calls • Emergencies
Accepting Care Credit

Shannon Lemons, DVM

719.687.2201
1084 Cedar Mtn. Road • Divide

www.tellerparkvet.com

Charlotte’s
Freelance
c.f.

Prices negotiable

719-431-2111
charlotteburrous82@gmail.com
Happy New Year from the Barn

Darrell’s Automotive, Inc.
Import & Domestic Repairs

687-3313

570 E. Chester Ave.
Woodland Park

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

2015 SUBARU FORESTER 2.5i

2015 SUBARU LEGACY 2.5i

2014 SUBARU IMPREZA
2.0i PREMIUM

2014 SUBARU XV CROSSTREK
2.0i PREMIUM

Tracy E Barber IV, AAMS¨
Financial Advisor

18401 Hwy 24 Suite 212
PO Box 5587
Woodland Park, CO 80866
Bus. 719-687-5962 Fax 877-452-4310
TF. 866-687-5962
tracy.barber@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
Chapman All Natural Beef

Mike Factor, DVM
Veterinarian
mfacto@hotmail.com

Brady Thompson, DVM
Veterinarian
bradydvm@gmail.com

719-687-9201 • wpamc.com
15226 W. Hwy 24 | Woodland Park

Cuteicles Nails

Family Owned and Operated for Over 44 years. Committed to the Community we serve.

Professional Nail Service
Clean, Sanitary • Check Us Out

Acrylic Nails
Gel Nails
Shellac

Mon-Sat 10am-7pm
Sun 12pm-4pm

719-687-9445

Walk-ins Welcome

White Tip
Nail Art
Pink & White

Manicure
Pedicure
Nail Jewelry

1103 East US HWY 24
Woodland Park, CO 80863
In the Safeway Shopping Center

10% Discount for Sales of $20 or more!

(719)

1080 MOTOR CITY DRIVE

475-1920
BESTBUYSUBARU.COM

Facebook.com/
heubergermotors
Twitter.com/
heubergermotors
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Hot Tub Inventory BLOWOUT!

• NEW-Blemished Hot Tubs, New Hot Tub at used Hot Tub prices!
• Re-Furbished Hot Tubs as low as $2000, w/ 4 month warranty!
• 2014 Old Hot Tub Stock Blowouts!

10

$

Tuesdays Only
Choose Any Pizza, Any Size. Includes
Signature, Gourmet Delite®, Stuffed, Fresh
Pan or Create Your Own up to 5 Classic
toppings. Fresh Pan in Large only.

3

$

Off

Family
Size

2 1

$

Off

Large

$

Off

Order a Covana
early January, take
delivery & pay by April!

Medium
or delite¨

Choose Your Size and Save!
Savings off regular menu price. Excludes
Mini Murph®, FAVES, and Dessert Pizzas.
Fresh Pan available in Large only.

Massage Chair
Blowout
Limited time offer. Limit 3. Not valid with other offers. Valid
only at participating locations. Coupons cannot be sold,
transfered or duplicated. Expires 1/31/15

Limited time offer. Limit 3. Not valid with other offers. Valid
only at participating locations. Coupons cannot be sold,
transfered or duplicated. Expires 1/31/15

PUEBLO/HWY 50 • 1617 Hwy 50 W, next to Albertsons • 719-595-0444 • Store #06058
COLO SPRINGS/S ACADEMY • 2460 S Academy Blvd, Academy & Astrozon • 719-392-7222 • Store #06045
PUEBLO/S PRAIRIE • 840 S Prairie Ave, next to Fairgrounds • 719-561-3999 • Store #06047
COLO SPRINGS/N CIRCLE • 1203 N Circle Dr, next to Safeway • 719-637-9777 • Store #06058
COLO SPRINGS/N POWERS • 2888 N Powers Blvd, next to Safeway • 719-597-7222 • Store #06022
COLO SPRINGS/DUBLIN • 1708 Dublin Blvd, Dublin & Academy • 719-598-8383 • Store #06006
WOODLAND PARK • 300 U.S. 24, Main Street U.S. 24 • 719-686-9776 • Store #06073

Green Mountain
Pellet Grill Smoker
Blowout Price
Decrease

Indoor Sauna
FAR Infrared
Blowout

6480 N. Academy Blvd.
Colorado Springs
719-264-0112
WE GIVE SPECIAL DISCOUNTING TO MILITARY, POLICE, FIREFIGHTERS, EMERGENCY PERSONNEL & TEACHERS.

