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Judge Castello in Florissant

The Legacy of James John Hagerman

by Linda Borklund

by David Martinek

photos by Linda Borklund

I

n Hagerman’s memoirs, he notes: “In October 1884, we returned to Milwaukee [and]…
on the doctors’ advice we went to Colorado
Springs for the winter, with nothing settled for
the future.”

J

On Deck

T

his month’s cover was taken at Elevenmile
Canyon in September of 2013. It is always
a pleasant drive and you never know what
you’ll come across. It was a perfect day for a
drive and for taking photos. Then again, I can’t
recall an ugly day in Elevenmile Canyon.
Sometimes it’s important to keep yourself
open to trying new ideas. Jeff just had too
many photos to fit in this issue and began to
consider changing the front page to include
more photos, instead of the table of contents.
We hope you like the change.
This issue is packed with lots of fun stories,
recollections of history, current events and Out
& About has lots to offer. As always, please feel
free to send us items of interest, events, happenings, and please feel free to consider us a great
place to let your advertising dollars stretch from
Green Mountain Falls up the Hwy 24 corridor to
Breckenridge, and south to Victor.
Mr. Spaz, our photo editor, was pleased to paw
through a few local picks. He’s happy warmer
weather has come upon us as it gives a chance
for a window seat. He’s wondering how many of
his friends in Teller & Park Counties also enjoy
a window seat opportunity that just might be
willing to ham it up for the human with a camera.
Please send Mr. Spaz your Critter Corner pics at
utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com
Feel free to contact us via email utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com or phone 719-6867393. Make sure we have the chance to help
you spread your word!
Thank you,
— Kathy & Jeff Hansen
A special thanks to all listed here for their
professional work and time
to make this possible.
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ames Castello came to Colorado in 1859
from his home in Florissant, Missouri, to
explore Pike’s Peak area mining possibilities.
Formerly a county sheriff in Missouri, he took
part in miners’ meetings to solve problems that
fell to the miners’ organization. Castello settled
in Fairplay and sent for his wife and five of
their children in 1863. He was soon appointed
a county judge and served as a senator for the
Colorado Territory. In 1868 he was appointed as
receiver for the U.S. Land Office in Fairplay.
Judge Castello and his wife, Catherine, ran
a hotel in Fairplay that was described as “a
spacious log hotel kept by the genial and loyal
Judge Castello.” The two Castello daughters
married local men. When Judge Castello
decided to move in 1868 to the town that was
then called Twin Fork, the description of the
property in the deed for his Fairplay hotel
included two billiard tables and a bar.
Castello had become involved with Indian
affairs, as he had made it a point to encourage the Utes to trade at his trading post. The
Castello family — the Judge, wife Catherine,
and the three boys — built a home just north
of the Ute Pass Trail and very close to the
usual camping ground of Chief Ouray. Thus he
founded the town and its name was changed
from Twin Fork to Florissant, after his hometown in Missouri.
The Castello cabin, built at the base of
Fortification Hill, soon included a trading post,
a mercantile store and a hotel with overnight
accommodations.
On January 23, 1875, an article appeared in
the Colorado Springs Gazette with the heading,
“Murdered by Indians.” The story unfolded.
J. Pleasant Marksbury was a rancher who
lived with his wife and five children about 16
miles from Florissant on Tarryall Creek. He
had come to Judge Castello’s store to pick up
letters and groceries. As he left the store, he
discovered that his pony was gone, having
been stripped of its saddle and bridle, which
were left in the dust. He stormed back into the
store and accosted a Ute Indian there named
Shawano. Marksbury had purchased the pony
from a man named Nat Colby in Colorado
Springs. Colby had told him that the Utes were
trading off some of their ponies and he had
purchased this one for $20 and a revolver. In
the Castello store Shawano insisted that the
pony was stolen and the Utes who took it were
just taking back their own property.
Marksbury was encouraged to notify the local
Indian Agent, Major Thompson, and the local
Ute Chief Ouray about the incident. He attempted to notify them, but became impatient when
he received no answer. He somehow learned
that the Indians had an encampment nearby and
the pony in question was with them.
Marksbury took a young friend with him and
they found the pony at the encampment. Marksbury mounted the pony and the young man was
leading it down the trail. They traveled about 60
yards before a shot was heard from behind the
trees close to the trail. According to his young
friend, Marksbury’s last words were, “Oh! God!
I am killed. Shot through the heart.” The young
friend quickly decided that there was nothing he
could do so he ran off.
An inquisition was held in which it was
determined that Marksbury came to his death
by a shot fired by a Ute Indian belonging to
Shawano’s band. Indian Agent Thompson
immediately telegraphed the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs at Washington and received the
reply that he should proceed at once to Florissant and arrest the murderer of Marksbury.
Major Thompson met with Chief Ouray at
Judge Castello’s store to discuss the situation. The Ute Indian Tabweah was found to be
the one who had shot Marksbury and he was
arrested and lodged in the county jail. Chief
Ouray brought in another Ute named Antelope,

Pirates must
have stolen
our “R”
CORRECTION. Last month an alert
reader left us a voice mail that she was
certain we had made an error, and in fact,
we did. Both Jeff and I missed the “r” was
absent in the word “Pantry” for the article
on page 26, “Swing away at the Little
Chapel Food Panty’s Spring Break-out
Golf Tournament”. We thank her for bringing it to our attention. We thank Ken and
Judi Hessleberg of the Little Chapel Food
Pantry for having a sense of humor. We’re
always happy to add another word we
suspect can slip through spellcheck. Trust
me, from now on; all articles for the Little
Chapel will be searched for both panty and
pantry for accuracy!

– Part 5

Coming to Colorado

Castello home at the base of Fortification Hill

Marksbury gravestone

foolishly grabbed their weapons and began
shooting. Klawen almost immediately fell from
a fresh wound. Miller attempted to bluff surrender, then attempted to draw his six-shooter.
He wisely gave up that idea when he felt two
bullets pass between his legs and another
directly overhead. At that point the two cried
“enough” and surrendered.
The ranchers dressed Klawen’s wound and
carefully conducted him and his cohort to the
local court, where the judge in that jurisdiction convinced them to confess their crimes.
The money was paid to the ranchers, who then
had to split the $200 about 10 ways among
themselves.
In May of 1878, Judge Castello, nearly 70
years of age, complained of a severe pain in
his side. Usually in good health, he took little
notice of the pain, but it gradually grew worse
and he passed away the next day. He was buried at the Florissant Cemetery with a recitation
of all his accomplishments over the years in
the town he had founded. Eight Castello family members now rest in the family plot at the
Florissant Cemetery.
By this time son Frank was operating the
Castello Mercantile, now located next door to
and sharing a wall with McLaughlin & Horrigan’s Drug Store. One day in May of 1889
Frank and two of his clerks were just beginning to close up when three rough-looking men

who claimed that he was the owner of the pony
and insisted that he never sold it to Colby. He
admitted, however, that is was possible that
another Ute had disposed of the pony without
his knowledge.
Antelope and Tabweah came up with the
story that Tabweah had shot Marksbury in selfdefense. They claimed that they had tried to induce Marksbury to surrender the animal but that
Marksbury had made threatening demonstrations with his rifle, the result being that Tabweah
fired his own weapon and killed his adversary.
Major Thompson later related in his memoirs that “every effort was made
and every opportunity offered
the friends of Marksbury” to
produce evidence to convict the
Indian Tabweah for the murder.
Thompson went on to state that,
“no direct evidence was offered
or produced, and after holding
the prisoner for two months,
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at Washington ordered his
release.”
Whatever the truth might have
been, James Pleasant Marksbury
was buried in a cemetery now
called the Lake George Cemetery. His original stone displayed
the name “Summit” Marksbury,
but has recently been replaced
with a red stone marker engraved
Castello Mercantile (was on the left, the Drug Store
with his real name, James P.
was on the right)
Marksbury.

More Mountain Mayhem

The February 23, 1878, edition of the Colorado Springs Gazette told of The Capture of
Miller and Klawen. A local rancher, Mr. Tubbs,
noticed that two suspicious men had passed by
his ranch and he began to question the neighbors about their activities. A $200 reward had
recently been offered for the apprehension of
two thieves known to be in the area.
The two thieves soon found another victim
to rob. They made a midnight raid on the house
and store of Judge Castello and carried away a
number of articles. One of the thieves, Klawen,
was so brazen that he even entered the room
where Frank Castello (the Judge’s son) was
sleeping, lit a match and coolly looked around
to see if there was anything else he could
pilfer. He found nothing additional, so both
robbers left the store.
Meanwhile, Mr. Tubbs had gathered local
ranchers and they made a plan to capture the
two robbers and collect the reward. It was
just at dark that they found the camp of the
two thieves. The ranchers formulated a plan
of attack and appeared at the campsite the
following morning, encircled the area, and
called upon the men to surrender. The robbers

walked in. The men immediately drew two
revolvers and a Winchester and demanded that
the doors and windows be closed and bolted,
and that all the money be handed over to them.
One of the clerks, Putnam, grabbed a club and
tried to threaten the men, but they fell on him
and beat him until he lay insensible on the floor.
Castello pleaded with the men for Putnam’s life
and promised them all the money that he had
there. The thieves pocketed over $400, then
unbolted the door and ran for the brush.
Meanwhile a number of citizens had noticed
the fray and followed the three robbers, who
headed for the hills. There was shooting from
everywhere. The thieves finally were cornered
behind a barrier of rocks in Four Mile Canyon.
More shots were exchanged. One of the robbers was killed and another fatally wounded
and three horses were killed, but no damage
was suffered by the pursuing party. The local
sheriff assured the citizens that the booty
would be secured and returned.
The original log cabin and the old Castello
Trading Post is gone, but the house where the
family lived is there at the base of Fortification
Hill, as are several old outbuildings. The building that was once the Castello Mercantile and
the Drug Store still stands.

Some authors speculate that Hagerman was
sent to Colorado Springs by Santa Fe Railroad investors to scope out the possibility of
new routes through the Rockies. The general
consensus, however, is that he went there for the
reasons he stated – to recuperate. That would
certainly coincide with the uncertainties Hagerman expressed about the future being unsettled.
As it turned out, events and plans eventually
led to changes and new opportunities– changes
and opportunities that perhaps in Hagerman’s
mind he subconsciously knew would come; he
just may not have known what they would be.
As Percy Hagerman wrote, “He knew before he
came back [to the United States] that he was going to make a radical change of some sort.”
After spending the winter in Colorado,
they thought of settling in Denver, southern
California or maybe Arizona. But they finally
decided on Colorado Springs hoping the dry
air and high altitude would continue to improve Hagerman’s health. Thousands of others
with tuberculosis and other lung ailments were
flocking to the Front Range of the Rockies,
as well — to Colorado Springs and Manitou
Springs — so perhaps the decision seemed
logical (further evidence that Hagerman moved
to Colorado Springs for his health and not as
directed by Santa Fe investors).
After closing much of his business affairs in
Milwaukee and selling their house, Hagerman and his family traveled west and began
building a large, three-story home on Cascade
Avenue in Colorado Springs, intent on nestling
down to a life of leisure. Winfield Scott Stratton, later one of the Cripple Creek millionaires,
was the carpenter who finished the interior of
the Hagerman house.
Looking back, Hagerman wrote in 1905 that
when they came to Colorado Springs “the town
was as dead as Julius Caesar…there was no business worth mentioning and little hope for a future. Real estate could be bought for a song. The
deposits in the two little banks were insignificant
and few of their loans could be collected.”
Percy recalled that “his (father’s) intention
was not to enter very active business again. He
had sufficient fortune to live comfortably and
his health had so long been a matter of serious
concern that he did not believe that he would
again be able to work as he had always done.”
But Hagerman’s proclivity for getting
involved in business adventures would not suffer the idleness he felt as his health improved.
With a handsome fortune to spend in a sleepy
mountain town, it was probably natural and
ordained for Hagerman to want to fill the void.
He wrote, “I did not expect to engage in
any absorbing business there [in Colorado
Springs], but my health having so far returned
that I felt better than for many years, the first
thing I knew,…I was buried in work.”
In addition to building their house, Hagerman later became a stockholder in the First
National Bank of Colorado Springs, a relationship that would eventually lead to a railroad
connection. But there were also mining activities going on in various parts of the state which
caught Hagerman’s attention and interest.

An interest in mining

Percy wrote in his biography of his father
that he “longed to be doing something active.
The air was full of stories of new mining…and
the first things in which he became interested

The Hagerman home on Cascade Avenue in Colorado Springs. Photo courtesy of
Denver Public Library
were some mining ventures in Leadville and
Aspen, a new camp on the western slope.
Aspen was a camp of great promise about 50
miles west of Leadville across the Continental
Divide, cut off from the rest of the world by
lack of transportation and with no great chance
of development until that lack is remedied.”
As a mining industrialist, Hagerman was
naturally drawn to the silver boom that was
developing in Aspen and Leadville in the early
1880s. After selling his property and interest in
the Menominee Mining Company, he had ample
capital to invest in some mining claims fairly

the common obstacle in all cases was the lack
of good transport that Percy identified. If only
there was a railroad to efficiently haul the silver
ore to the smelters or the coal to where it could
be sold and used. If that road could be expanded
to connect with other roads, leading perhaps as
far as the Pacific coast, i.e., through Salt Lake
City – well, there was much to be imagined.
Perhaps Hagerman thought back to how
profitable the Menominee Mining Company
had become because the Chicago and Northwestern Railway had built a branch line to
connect the iron range in the Upper Peninsula
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Looking west on Pikes Peak Avenue in Colorado Springs at the Antlers Hotel, circa
1884. Hagerman said that the ‘town was a dead as Julius Caesar’ when they arrived.
Photo courtesy of Denver Public Library
early and would eventually acquire a significant
ownership in the very profitable Molly Gibson
silver mine in Aspen. He also invested in the
Isabella gold mine in Victor, closer to home.
In addition, he learned of the great coal
reserves in the areas around Glenwood Springs
and New Castle which had great potential. He
invested in some coal mining adventures in the
Elk Creek area, but in the early days these operations were not profitable since the smelters
in Leadville didn’t need a lot of coal. It wasn’t
until later when more coal began to be used
by the railroads and when it was converted to
coke that his investment made a return.
Both the mining adventures in Aspen and
Cripple Creek and the coal investment in Elk
Creek will be covered in later chapters, but

4 Mile Auto Repair
of Woodland Park

Complete Auto Repair & Service Specialists

Summer Specials:

A/C system evacuate/recharge - $89.95*
Complete Coolant Flush/Service - $59.95*

of Michigan to the Great Lakes. Why couldn’t
something like that happen in the Rockies?
So the difficulty of exploiting the silver and
coal mines was, as Percy wrote, because there
was no speedy mode of transport serving
either Aspen or the coal fields. The Denver
and Rio Grande railroad (the “D&RG”) was
the only line nearby, then a narrow gauge extending as far west as Leadville; and it was in
financial trouble. But beyond Leadville to the
west, the Sawatch Mountain Range loomed
well over 14,000 feet marking the Continental
Divide and making the prospect of bringing
future railroad service to the area a gigantic
engineering challenge. There was much to be
imagined, indeed.
(to be continued next month)
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Austin Family Farm:
Dedication to family, fresh food,
and sound farming fundamentals
by Kathy Hansen

P

erhaps you’ve heard the expression, “Those
who can, do. Those who know, teach.” When
it comes to farming, Glenn and Tony Austin are
folks you might just want to pay attention to; they
can do both! This article is a meager attempt to
convey a wealth of knowledge gained by touring
the Austin Family Farm, located on the edge of
Colorado’s West Elk Mountains.
Glenn and Tony moved to their farm in
1970, from Tennessee. They brought with them
generations of farming experience as their families have been in the farming industry since
the 1700s. They needed to make a few adjustments as the climate and altitude of Colorado
surely presented new hurdles to master.
One of the first comments Glenn made to
me was, “Please keep in mind; what works for
me on this land, may not work for you on your
area. But you just might pick up a few tips.”
This introduction helped me to recognize that
each plot of land will come along with its own
set of challenges as well as benefits.
Most of us who have gardening in our veins
quickly come aware of the altitude challenge.
While we cannot adjust completely for the lack
of oxygen, we can take a good survey of the land
we want to plant. Glenn was clear to point out
that the slope and altitude can make a few days
difference from the farm he points to on the east,
which is a few days ahead of his harvest, and
the farm he points to at the west, which is a few
days after his harvest. This recognition may have
been an early seed sprouting for the Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) program, but I am
getting ahead of myself.
Glenn found it beneficial for the water source
on his property to be at one of the highest points,
which is, indeed, lucky. This allows him to use
gravity for irrigation systems, as opposed to
having to pay to power the water to his many
orchards. We shared a brief discussion about gray
water and how it makes sense to use gray water
when trying to grow crops in the high desert.
He also discussed the importance of soil:
know what kind of soil you have. I joked with
him that he actually has top soil as opposed
to decomposed granite of Teller County. He
said there was about three to four inches when
they began, and under that is a layer that holds
moisture, so he needs to consider methods to
aerate or drain the soil to prevent root rot. He
went on to say, no matter where you are farming, you ALWAYS need to amend soil because
each crop will take something from it, and
those nutrients must be replenished.
Glenn took us all around his orchards,

with Springer-spaniels Rowdy and his two
latest offspring, Gus and Annie (who stole a
heartstring that continues to vibrate. All Annie
had to do was greet me and lay her head on my
foot for a brief rest before the tour.)
We began with the apples, as they did. It was
Jean Van Duzen, a friend of the family, who
partnered with them to begin their now 7,000
fruit trees. Jean was dedicated to her medical
practice, specializing in health and nutrition for
children as she practiced on the Indian Reservation in Tuba City, AZ. They named the “My
Jean” apple after her; it is a hearty, low acid
variety that grows abundantly in their orchard.
The Austin’s actually have four heirloom varieties of apples they developed on their property:
Austin Gold (Colorado golden delicious, with a
beautiful “blush” you just can’t grow in California), Pheasant Jonagold, a Honeycrisp Type, and
the My Jean. They grow a total of 16 varieties.
Glenn taught us more than we could have
imagined, just about apples. He discussed the
importance of having a hearty root stock that can
tolerate the altitude, the sun, the rains, and the
soil. Once solid root stock is established, you can
begin the graphting process: He took his pocket
knife out, let us know there is a “graphting” knife
specifically for this purpose, showed a branch
showing promise of next year’s fruit and showed
us how you attach it to a thicker part of the tree.
The top part of the fruit you want to grow will
attach itself to the thicker stock which will enable
the fruit to grow on sturdy stock.
He said to be successful you need to grow
what the market will bear. Graphting is one way
to assure your root stock is hearty enough to support the types of apples (or other fruits) people
are buying. Trends change and it’s important
to keep up. If your golden delicious show that
beautiful blush the buyers are seeking, you’ll sell
more golden delicious if they have the blush.
I noticed his website mentioned their practices
are “non-certified organic”, as they go “beyond
organic” and “gentler” than organic. I asked if he
would help me understand what all of this means.
Glenn reminded me farming practices began
to change in the 1940s when the first pesticides were developed around WWII. Prior to
pesticides, farming practices were organic, and
no harsh chemicals were used. Once pesticides
came onto the scene, many other chemicals
joined the band-wagon. When the term “organic” first came around, those practices aligned
with his, and all was happy on the orchard.
Then the regulations began to change a little and
the alignment diverged. In order to be a “certi-

These “drapes” can be pulled over the trees when hail is imminent to protect the crops.
Photo by Jeff Hansen.

Discover the unique history of Fairplay

A Brief History
of Fairplay
by Linda Bjorklund

E

xplore Fairplay from the beginning with local historian Linda Bjorklund as she traces
the town’s story through Spanish settlers,
early American government, Union-Confederate tensions and modern developments.

E-book available through Barnes
& Noble and Amazon.
Hardcopy is available at both the
Museum and the Ranger Station
in Fairplay.

Glenn Austin looks over his orchards. Photo by Jeff Hansen.
fied organic grower” the guidelines needed to be
adhered to. There was a point when the guidelines
felt unnatural and unnecessary, especially with
the items on the approved list of sprays, which he
found to be too harsh for his environment.
Glenn gave the example of the “coddling
moth” which has a seven day life cycle. If this
little bugger has made it onto your fruit, you’ll
need to spray the trees every seven days to
harvest with something he’d prefer not to use.
When I asked why he doesn’t want to use the
spray in accordance with the certified organic
guidelines, he gave two reasons: you reach
a limit on how much sun is lost through the
screen of the insecticide, and the insects build
immunity to the insecticide, rendering it useless. Then he shared the “gentler” solution as
he led us to the choke-cherries.
“These are choke-cherries, all up and down
this row. I grow it for the aphids.” That statement
took me by surprise. Glenn went on to explain
that there are “predator insects” that are beneficial
to have on your farm because they eat things like
the coddling moth or aphids. Two examples of
predator insects Glenn likes to have at the farm
are “lace wings” and “lady bugs”. If they are
doing their job, they will eat the insects that are
bugging your plants. However, if they run out,
they will find another source, which may not be
on your farm. So, to keep the predator insects
abundant, he cleverly placed the line of chokecherries between two orchard areas. Aphids love
choke-cherries, the lace wing and lady bug love
the aphids, and there is balance on the farm.
Glenn continued to remind us there is balance in all things, and everyone’s life cycle is
important. Sometimes the key is acceptance and
recognize there is a role for all forms of life.
Seven generations provided proven methods
that gave great results, such as his application
of a combination of lime, sulfur, and oil that
he blends together. None of these are harmful
to the plants, other than the slight sun-screen
affect. He gave other examples where he’s had
great success with the oil alone because it cuts
off the air supply of the insect and they die
before they can reproduce.
Glenn continued to guide us through rows
of various fruit trees: nectarines, apricots,
peaches, and cherries to name a few. Always
considering the life of the farm and the life
cycle of the trees, he reminded us that stone
fruit trees have a life cycle of about 20 years.
By making note of successes, as well as taking
time to learn from failures, you can assure the
orchard is always abundant.
Glen gave an example of a type of plum tree
he tried. He felt it never was a big producer. He
reminded us that in most cases the fruit of the tree
begins its production the year before it becomes a
fruit, so you need to take time and consider variables before deciding if a tree should stay or go.

In the case of the plum tree, he felt it was a low
producer, yielding very little fruit over a 10 year
period, so it was time to try something else.
“Always learn from your failures,” he said. “But
use your own head and ask questions.” He went on
to say that several decades ago he asked growing
black berries and was told they just can’t grow up
here, you never see them. He recalled seeing wild
raspberries and black berries; after all, that’s one of
the bear’s staples. He found he had great success
with his black berries and might just replace those
plum trees with black berries.
As we continued to move through the
orchard, we came close to what appeared to be
windmills. Jeff wondered why they were still,
as there was a gentle breeze that day and surely
the windmill could wind up some potential energy. Glenn clarified that the windmills are on
the property to help even out the temperature
when our climate goes through those “inversion” periods, when the warm air needs to
mix with the cool air in order to prevent frost.
He turns them on during those crucial periods
because it is a very efficient way to even out
the temperature, and cost effective, too!
Next we came across the bee hives and
the three “Abeegos”, brothers Eric and Clay
Carney, with cousin, William Austin. Eric was
only eight years old when he had attended a
seminar with Glenn and Tony when he was
introduced to bee keeping. The presentation
created quite the buzz within him that just
wouldn’t quit. Glenn purchased their first 12
colonies and the equipment necessary to get
started. The boys continue to work with a mentor and attend seminars as another branch of
the Austin Family Farm grows a new limb.
It is no surprise that each family member has
the opportunity to develop whatever interests
suit the individual. Glenn and Tony have found
while some of their four children stayed right on
the farm, others went off to college to earn a degree that could benefit the farm and returned to
share their expertise. Talk about sustainability!
Back to the bees. My first assumption was they
had the bees for honey – wrong! To Glenn they
are pollinators, “every blossom needs to be visited by about 70 bees.” They have been through
a few different species and find what works best.
Glenn guesses they have harvested about 25 barrels of honey (that is a 660 lb. barrel).
While I kept coming back to the honey, I
wondered if they are ever visited by bears. Evidently, bears usually visit at night. My assumption here was that the bear would go for the
honey – wrong again! The bear go directly for
the protein source, the bees themselves. Ouch!
Speaking of good protein sources, the Austin
Family added chickens to their farm about four
or five years ago; new species, new learning
curve and a family up to the challenge. The
continued on next page

chickens had a lot to teach the Austins.
They learned that chickens really like eating
wooly aphids, along with most other insects,
as well as the occasional vole. So they had
a roaming chicken corral as it were. This
allowed the chickens to eat insects that were
infesting specific trees, allowed their feet and
beaks to aerate the soil, and organic matter
from the chickens became immediate fertilizer.
The problem was the cold; chickens reduce
their laying when it’s cold. So they build
a coop partially in the ground, which was
enough to help keep enough heat in so they
would lay eggs in winter. There is indeed a
pecking order that includes space as a major
variable. They now have two such coops and
building the fence so they can still direct the
chickens to the insect source(s) as needed.
Next Glenn took us to their winter storage built into the slope. Again, the ability to
stabilize temperature at nature’s preferred 50
degrees can help to store their food in winter
without the expenditure of electricity. The land
not only produces the food, but helps store it.
Now, that’s living off the land!
Fresh food is absolutely a priority for the
Austin Family Farm. Glenn has worked hard to
assure proper picking times for the FRUIT and
networks with other farmers to assure product.
He remembers a time getting up at 3 a.m. to
harvest and pack the truck to make his rounds
from Salida, Buena Vista, Colorado Springs,
and Woodland Park, getting home at 1 a.m.
He fondly recalls a chef who sought his
fresh squash blossoms. He would pick them at
3 a.m., and keep them cool with just enough
room so they wouldn’t bruise. He then delivered to the chef in Colorado Springs, who
couldn’t believe how perfect these blossoms
were. “It’s all about the timing of when the
FRUIT is ready for the harvest.”
Glenn has networked with a number of

Walk For
Education
by Denise Kelley

L

ake George Charter School held their annual Walk for Education on Wednesday,
May 7th. Since we are now in the new school
down the road, the bus took the students over
to the lake. Sixth & seventh grades started off
the walk at 8:45, while the other classes were
then staggered until all of the students were
walking around Lake George Lake. This is a
beautiful 3 mile walk that we all have enjoyed
for years. There were three water and fruit stations along the way. The students and staff had
a great time on the walk and almost $1,400
was raised! This year, Mrs. Kuhtz’s third grade
class won the class pizza party for turning in
the most sponsors!

mucous. He started sharing
his organic milk with this son
and noticed the sneezing and
mucous went away. As the
trend continued, they found
they were buying only about
five to six gallons of organic
milk instead of 25 gallons of
non-organic. “It’s simple; a
person eats only ¼ as much
with nutrient dense food,”
said Glenn.
Glenn is a board member of
the Farm Bureau, and a member of Acres USA (a sustainable beyond organic group). He
also has a degree in agriculture.
Yet the seven generations that
To Glenn the bees are pollinators, “every blossom needs to be had gone before him continue
visited by about 70 bees,” he says. Photo by Jeff Hansen.to help him benefit not only from
their legacy but from their notes.
farmers in the area who practice similar
Glenn mentioned he was just
standards “beyond organic”. “Some just want
looking up in his father’s notes something about
to farm and raise the food; they don’t care to
animal husbandry as Acres USA is re-discovering
do the marketing part,” explains Glenn as he
the husbandry secrets of the 1800s.
discussed how the CSA works for the farmers
When asked about the future of farming, Glenn
as well as the consumers. The CSA program
took the longest pause of the day. He said he
began about a dozen years ago. It was the first
encourages his grandchildren to pursue, but has a
of such programs in the state of Colorado.
few concerns. Glenn briefly mentioned the modQuality of the harvest becomes the key for
ernized “Pure Food Act”. While there are many
everyone. “Harvest when it eats well.”
who are seeking truth in labeling as this law seems
“Food should be your medicine and medito have originally intended back in 1906, yet failed
cine should be your food. That’s what Hipto be enforced. Some of the proposed changes are
pocrates said. It holds true today,” said Glenn
simply not viable, for example, there cannot be
as he reflects on the many changes in farming
any animal feces on the property and water testing
during his lifespan alone.
at least twice per week. Glenn is hopeful these
Then Glenn shared how his family was buywell-intended law makers will learn a bit more
ing 25 gallons of non-organic milk per week.
about farming processes and consider some of
A neighbor decided to raise a dairy cow; Glen
the tried and true methods as discussed by Acres
wanted to help out so he promised he’d buy one
USA. Glenn is willing to share his expertise with
organic gallon per week. Glenn began to notice
anyone interested in learning.
one of the boys was sneezing and had copious
We truly enjoyed our visit to the Austin Family

Fuel-efficient farm and ranch
chain saw with reducedemission engine
technology

Spring | Dealer Days | Summer 2014

Advanced engine technology
improves fuel efficiency by
up to 20% compared to
previous models

when you purchase
6 BoTTLes oF

StihL hp ULtRa oiL

Our top-of-the-line farm and
ranch chain saw with
environmentally
responsible engine
technology

OR 6 CANS OF

StihL MotoMix premixed FueL*
®

StihL hp ULtRa oiL – A fully synthetic 2-cycle engine oil

specially suited for high-performance chain saws and power tools.

Local Gunsmith has over 50 Years Experience & Great Prices
NRA Conceal/Carry Classes
Ammo • Accessories
Military Surplus
Tactical
Target & Hunting Weapons
FFL Transfers
Insured

hanks to the fine folks at Mountain Naturals in Woodland Park for encouraging
us to explore the Austin Family Farm! The
two parties have been working together so
long, neither party is certain just how long
this great relationship has been going on.
We are grateful to the growers, as well as
the local pick-up points, as both help to put
nutrient rich food on our tables.
In addition to Mountain Naturals in
Woodland Park, below are other pick-up
cities for Austin Family Farm’s
CSA Program:
• Breckenridge
• Buena Vista
• Colorado Springs has 7
• Eagle has 2 locations
• Frisco
• Gunnison
• Monument
• Parker
• Salida
• Silverthorne
• Woodland Park

MS 311 CHAIN SAW | 20" bAr† | $51995

MS 391 CHAIN SAW | 20" bAr† | $56995

Mrs. Kuhtz’ third grade class

T

PROMOTIONS

WE BEAT MAIL ORDER PRICES

EVERY DAY

Austin Farm’s CSA Program
pick-up cities

CHAIN SAW

MS 271 CHAIN SAW | 20" bAr† | $41995

Mrs. Lanz’ second grade class

Farm. We learned more than expected. The core
concepts of sustainability, cycles of nature, valuing each creature large and small, and knowing
we all have a place on this green earth. We thank
the Austin Family Farm for the tour, dedication
to fresh foods, and sound farming fundamentals.
We especially thank him for his willingness to
share his knowledge base so freely. Please see
their website to learn more: www.austinfamilyfarm.com. He may suggest you visit; be ready to
learn something and please say “hi” to Annie.

StihL MotoMix patEntED pREMixED FUEL Eliminate
®

the hassle and the mess of mixing your own fuel. For use in all 2-cycle,
air-cooled engines requiring a 50:1 fuel-to-oil mix ratio.

Open
Mon - Sat 9 - 6

Indicates products that are built in the United States from domestic and foreign parts and components.
The actual listed guide bar length can vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on.

†

FREE ExtRa Chain Loop With Select Chain Saw Purchase

*Double limited warranty protection applies to STIHL gasoline-powered products purchased and registered for
personal non-income producing, family and household purposes only. Other restrictions apply. See dealer for details.

Up to a $36.45 iMS-SRp

Offer valid through 11/30/14 with purchase of MS 271,
MS 311 or MS 391 at participating dealers while supplies last.

WE’VE MOVED!
102 West Midland

All prices are IMS-SRP. At participating dealers while supplies last.
Product and pricing subject to change or correction. ©2014 STIHL

(across from Hungry Bear)

687-3900
SEND ‘EM... SHIP ‘EM... BUY ‘EM HERE!

The second grade class is walking
between the Lake George Lake and the
South Platte River towards Lake George.

/ stihlusa

719 687-3031

100 Saddle Club Ave
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Teddy Bears in Spring

The 24th Annual

by David Martinek

Wo odland Park

Farmers’
Market

Looking for a new inancial institution?

Become a member today and get all these
great products, services and more!
FREE Checking
• FREE Mobile Banking/
Mobile Deposit
• FREE Online Banking/Bill Pay
• FREE eStatements
& Access To 30,000
Surcharge Free ATMs!
•

RAted

Get the Guaranteed Best Tire and
Auto Service Prices in Teller County!
We Honor All
Competitors’
Coupons
Truck/SUV/Crossover
235/70R16
265/75R16
265/70R16
235/75R15
31x10 5 R15
265/70R17

$72 95
79 95
91 95
92 95
97 95
98 95

Low Profile/Performance
225/55R17
205/50R17
215/45R17
225/45R17
225/50R17
215/50R17

$59 95
64 95
68 95
74 95
77 95
88 95

$10 OFF $20 OFF
FREE
4-Tire Rotation or
Any Oil Change
Any Alignment
Flat Repair

Offer good through 6/30/14 for most
vehicles. Cannot be combined with any
other promotional or discount offers.

Service
Offer good through 6/30/14. Cannot be

combined with any other promotional or
discount offers.

Service
Offer good through 6/30/14. Cannot be

combined with any other promotional or
discount offers.

OFF
20% OFF FREE $20
Any Brake Service Any Shocks or Struts Any Transmission
Buy 3 Get the 4th

Offer good through 6/30/14. Cannot be
combined with any other promotional or
discount offers.

Offer good through 6/30/14. Cannot be
combined with any other promotional or
discount offers. Installation required.

WOODLAND PARK
Highway 24 & Chester (Behind Sonic)
SOUTH NEVADA 2 Blocks South of I-25. . 473-7089
FILLMORE Fillmore & Prospect . . . . . . . . 520-0722
POWERS CENTER Powers & Palmer Park . 550-1840
MONUMENT Safeway Center. . . . . . . . . 488-2299

FEATURING OVER 100 VENDORS!

Fresh Farm Vegetables & Local Garden Produce
Fruit from Western Slopes • High-Altitude Nursery Plants
Bakery-Fresh Bread • Cheese • Salsa • Jams • Pasta
Natural Meats Including Bison & Grass-Raised Chicken

Something Different Every Week!

Center Street & Henrietta • Woodland Park
719-689-3133 or 719-648-7286
Sponsored by:

WPFarmersMarket.com

Call us today to discuss your situation,
options and goals. Don’t gamble with
your Investment - let the professionals manage your asset in this present
strong rental market. We’re surprisingly
inexpensive and there are absolutely NO
upfront costs. In fact there is no cost to
you until we secure a qualified Tenant
and collect Rent. Experience and local
expertise do make a difference! Let us
deliver peace of mind.
We are widely regarded in the Woodland
Park/Teller County/Ute Pass community
as the go-to property management firm,
and for good reason. Professional,
experienced and staffed with a team of
five Licensed Property Managers, we deliver unmatched property management
services to both out-of-state and local
landlords. Let the Property Management Specialists show you that experience and expertise makes a difference
- don’t wait until it is too late!

A+

$44 95
45 95
48 95
55 95
57 95
61 95

All the great service that Bentele
Orthodontics is known for is now
conveniently available in Teller
County. All orthodontics services
are available at this location with
no need to go elsewhere.

pm

400 W. Midland Ave., Suite 110
Woodland Park

719-687-6129

office@inner-smiles.com

Thinking of Renting
your Home?

Federally Insured by NCUA

Touring/Passenger

am

www.PMSpecialists.net

720 W. Midland Ave • Woodland Park
(719) 473-5962
www.pikespeakcu.com

195/60R15
195/65R15
205/65R15
225/60R16
205/55R16
235/75R15

EvEry Friday
• JunE-SEptEmbEr
7 -1

SNAP Welcomed!

We are your HOMETOWN credit union.
Serving our members for over 82 years!

The Team You Trust

Mark J. Bentele, DDS, MS, PC

Flush Service

Offer good through 6/30/14. Cannot be
combined with any other promotional or
discount offers.

687-6682

ProPerty ManageMent

• Long Term renTaLs
• VacaTion renTaLs
• exTended sTay (fuLLy furnished)

reaL esTaTe saLes

• reaL esTaTe Purchases
• VacaTion renTaL
• 2nd home inVesTmenTs
• residenTaL renTaL inVesTmenT exPerTs
Property
Management
Specialists LLC
PO Box 297,
400 W. Highway 24, Ste 120
Woodland Park
pmspecialists@hotmail.com

719-686-8138

Mike & Maggie Dunton

The cows are going crazy
‘cause the grass is growing green,
And the prairie dogs are sure
that it’s the best they’ve ever seen.
The aspen trees are leafing
and there’s springtime in the air.
So it’s time to see your postman
and buy a teddy bear.

story of the creation of the teddy bear. While
one version did, in fact, originate in Germany,
the Steiff bear, it is the American stuffed bear
that became the iconic children’s toy given by
parents and adults down through the years as a
sign of love, compassion and sympathy.
In America the teddy bear was named after
Theodore Roosevelt - naturalist, outdoorsman,
hunter, Rough Rider, reformer and the 26th Presiy face is blushing red for having written
dent of the United States from 1901 to 1909. He
mediocre poetry. But as Grouch Marx may was Vice President under William McKinley and
have once snidely quipped to a boring guest,
assumed the office upon McKinley’s death.
“even poor verse is preferable to the silence.”
The tale that produced the teddy bear craze
But what of the teddy bear reference?
centers on a bear hunt that Roosevelt and some
I spoke with Postmaster Monica DeLuca
friends enjoyed down in Mississippi in 1902. Everecently. She reminded me that the Divide Post ryone in the group had bagged their prize except T.
Office is selling teddy bears again this year for
R. So his friends and their dogs cornered a black
the benefit of the Teller County Sheriff’s office. bear and tied it to a tree, exhorting Roosevelt to
Here’s the scheme.
shoot it. He refused but ordered that the bear be
After purchasing one of these cute little furry
killed anyway to put it out of its misery.
bears and instead of taking it home, donate it to
Later that year, Clifford Berryman of the
the Sheriff’s department. The deputies give the
“Washington Post” drew a political cartoon of
bears to children whenever they have to go on
the incident, perhaps symbolizing Roosevelt’s
a call for a domestic problem or reported child
disgust over the spoiling of our nation’s natural
abuse. Teddy bears have been calming the fears
resources. In a later drawing Berryman showed
of little boys and girls since their beginning. It is the little black bear as smaller and cuter. A toya worthwhile effort; so go buy one.
maker named Morris Michtom saw the cartoon
I remember sitting on my mother’s lap when and fashioned a stuff bear which he put in his
I was four years old, or maybe five, clutching a store window. He called it the “teddy bear,”
raggedy stuffed bear in my arms with the right
after Roosevelt, a nickname that T. R. loathed
ear chewed off as she told me the story of how
to be called. Roosevelt gave his permission to
the teddy bear came to be.
use the name, however, and even accepted one
It was a German
as a commemocreation, she said, an
rative gift. The
imitation of the bears
toy became an
seen in the black forest
instant success
of the hinterland. They
prompting
were exported to the
Michtom to
United States in early
found the Ideal
1900 so that little boys
Novelty and
like me would have a
Toy Company
soft, cuddly toy to play
and become
with. I was appropririch.
ately impressed.
About the
Her story was only
same time, the
partially true, but knowSteiff firm in
ing no better my small
Germany exhibpre-pubescent brain
ited a stuff bear
soaked it up like a hightoy, designed by
priced paper towel. You
Richard Steiff, at
know the kind. I can’t
the Leipzig Toy
tell you the name, but
Fair in 1903. The
they are “bountiful.”
bear was seen
Anyway, it wasn’t
Cartoon by Clifford Berryman, Washington Post, by an Ameriuntil I was much older
buyer who
November, 1902. Internet file. can
that I learned the true
ordered 3000 be

M

Mexican Bar & Grill

Example of the two bears being sold by the
Divide Post Office. The brown bear sells
for $11.99 and the Winnie the Pooh bear
sells for $14.99. Photo by David Martinek
shipped to New York. Although Steiff company
records show that the bears where shipped, there
is no record of their arrival in the U.S. Some
suspect a shipwreck, but that’s another story. My
mother knew of them, though.
By 1906 the “teddy” bear craze was in full
swing and everyone was making them. In addition
to being the most popular children’s toy at the
time, women carried “teddies” around for comfort
and even Roosevelt displayed one during his campaign for re-election. In WWII at least one Royal
Air Force fighter crew used one as a mascot.
It is no wonder then that Teller County Sheriff’s deputies see the popular bears sold by the
Divide Post Office as a warm and comforting
way to soothe the fears of a frightened child
exposed to a family disturbance.

Will you help?

The prices for the bears are reasonable and
there are two varieties to choose from ($11.99
for the brown bear and $14.99 for the Winnie
the Pooh bear). Your gift may help some child in
Teller County to be less frightened and afraid.
“There are sometimes negative things happening in our community, but this is a positive effort
that we fully support,” said Postmaster DeLuca.
It’s time to see your postman and buy a
teddy bear.

Eat In Only • Dinner Only
Not valid with any other promotion.
Expires 7/4/14.

TWO LOCATIONS!
730 E US Hwy 24
Woodland Park
719-687-7150
1025 Manitou Ave.
Manitou Springs
719-685-1024

Railroad workers die
by Maurice Wells

photos by Maurice Wells

O

n Saturday, May 24 at the Lake George
Community Park, a memorial monument was
dedicated to railroad workers who died in or about
Elevenmile Canyon during the 1800s. Local historian, Steve Plutt, was instrumental in arranging for
the memorial. At the dedication, Plutt spoke about
the Midland Railroad and the workers involved in
its’ construction and operation.
In the 1800s, construction on the railroad was
underway in the canyon. Workers consisted of
local residents and several immigrants of Italian
descent. Unfortunately, these immigrant workers were not accepted and conflicts arose. Such
a situation occurred in September of 1886 when
three men, James Brady, John Peoples and Jack
Williams, killed two Italian workers, Antonio
Gancola and Casimo Granitti, by shooting into
their tent while they were sleeping. Peoples was
arrested at the site and the records are unclear

Ute Pass
Rental & Feed

• Now IN Stock - Above GrouNd
wAter tANkS
• cArry the fINeSt feed for
your petS ANd lIve Stock
• propANe SAleS
• chAINSAw ANd SmAll eNGINe
repAIr ANd ServIce
• Now hANdlING
productS

as to the fate of Jack Wiliams. James Brady was
pursued by a posse and was involved in a shootout from which he escaped. There seems to be
no further information about James Brady.
In future years more lives were lost. In December of 1886, Joseph Machintie was killed by
an explosion of blasting powder he was heating
near an open fire. Two men known only by their
last names, Slattery and O’Brien, were killed
in a wreck in the canyon. In August of 1894,
engineer John Blocker was killed by a landslide.
Finally, in September of 1914, fireman F. L.
Packard died in a wreck due to a derailment.
The Midland Railroad continued operations
until 1918 when it ceased to function. Trackage west of Divide was dismantled in 1921.
Thanks to people like Steve Plutt who devote
their time and energy to open forgotten pages
of the history of our region.

8785 W. HWy 24
Cascade

(719) 687-6371

Midland Railroad memorial monument.

Steve Plutt dedicates memorial.

WE GIVE SPECIAL DISCOUNTING TO MILITARY, POLICE, FIREFIGHTERS, EMERGENCY PERSONNEL & TEACHERS.

Super Summer SALE June 5th-30th
“Plug & Play” 110 volt Nordic Hot Tubs

3 years parts & labor warranty, 5 year warranty on heater,
10 year warranty on cabinet, Lifetime warranty on Shell.
You want the best selling 4-5 person Retreat or 3-person
Stella, get the best price of the year. Can’t find a traditional
round hot tub, we have the best prices on 6 models. You
want a small, intimate 2-person D’Amour, or Mesa, take
it home. You want the BEST value in a 7’ single lounger,
come sit in the Encore.

Day !
s
r
e
Fath n Grills
o
Sale

Open: M-F 7:30AM – 5:30PM
SAT 7:30AM - 4PM

AUSTIN BLUFFS Austin Bluffs & Barnes . . 599-4555
WOODMEN ROAD Woodmen & Rangewood. . 268-9988
FOUNTAIN / WIDEFIELD
N. of Walmart on Camden . . . . . . . . . . 392-4203

Buy One
entree at
regular price
get 50% off
2nd entree.

Save the cost of an Electrician,
DIY, Plug ‘n Play 110 hot tubs

$100.f00
Of

6480 N. Academy Blvd., Colorado Springs• 719-264-0112
Learn to surf in Colorado! Check out the YouTube Link:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzhsBncvH-c

TIME IS
MONEY!

Your Time =
Your Money
The Ute Country News is looking
for part-time Advertising Sales
Associates in Teller, Park, El Paso,
Freemont, and Summit Counties.
Turn your spare time into cash
and become a part of Teller and
Park County’s fastest growing
monthly newspaper!
We offer a very generous
commission; the more you sell,
the more you earn!
For more information, please call
us at 719-686-7393 or email at
utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com
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LIVING
STREAMS Victor holds 2nd
CHURCH Annual Gem &

Caution Thrown Away
by Zach Sepulveda

Note: the poet is experimenting with Tanka, a classical Japanese poetic form that consists of 5
lines generally following the pattern on these numbers of syllables: 5-7-5-7-7. Zach has expanded
the traditional Tanka to 7 stanzas.

Mineral Show
T

Building relationships one heart at a time.

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Christ Centered • Spirit Filled • Bible Based

WELCOME CHARIS!
108 North Park
Woodland Park

www.livingstreamschurch.org

719-323-0525
Pastor Trish and Bill Sinclair

THE CLOTHES
CLOSET
Free
Clothes for
Struggling
Families
NEW HOURS:

Monday & Friday 11am-3pm
Wednesday 1pm-6pm

108 North Park
Woodland Park

719-687-2388

his year’s annual Gem & Mineral Show is
sponsored by the Southern Teller County Focus Group (STCFG) in Victor, and will be held
June 21-22, in historic Victor. It is open and free
to the public.
The show will include vendors from across the
state selling Colorado dug minerals, gems, handcrafted jewelry, mining antiques, rough slabs,
specimens, cabochons, hand-crafted furniture with
mineral inlays, Cripple Creek & Victor Mining
District gold ore specimens, as well as gold and
gem panning for the kids at the Victor Lowell
Thomas Museum. One vendor will have a geode
breaking station for kids; cracking open crystalfilled rocks is great fun for all ages.
Vendors will set up and be ready for sales by 9
a.m. June 21. Show hours are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on June 21 and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on June 22. The
vendors will be set up on North Third Street in lots
between the Post Office Building and the Victor Elks
Lodge. The Elks Lodge will be open and members
will be grilling burgers on the porch as a fundraiser.
In addition to the show, the Victor Lowell Thomas
Museum gift shop will be open both days from 9:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. with its collection of rocks, gems,
minerals, rhodochrosite and aquamarine jewelry, geodes and gold panning for the kids. The museum also
houses a mineral collection as well as historic mining
equipment, photos, and displays. Guided tours of the
modern gold mine are available through the museum
– see VictorColorado.com for reservations.
Victor’s many shops and attractions will also be
open, including Victor’s Gold Camp Ag & Mining
Museum, antique, art and gift shops, the old-fashioned soda fountain, German Bakery, newly owned
local bar and eatery, Victor Hotel, as well as the local parks and Trails of Gold where you can explore
the historic gold mining country of the area.
Vendors are welcome to sell their gems and
minerals at this show. Vendor pre-registration is required for the show. Vendor fees benefit the STCFG
efforts of preserving and interpreting historic mining as well as building and maintaining the Trails of
Gold through the mining district.
For more information on the STCFG or this
event, visit VictorColorado.com, email stcfg@
victorcolorado.com, or call 719-689-2675.

Fun was had at the 2013 Gem & Mineral show

The promise of life

Of a slow, fiery demise?

In this oozing,

Caution thrown away

black morass

The fateful leap is taken

Is naught but a lie

At first, there is warmth

A sickly sweet seduction

And mountains of food to eat

That I can never escape

Just like I had wished

The primeval cold

But my footing slips

Eating at my weary bones

It’s all too soon, all at once

Never goes away

All I had is gone

That deadly warm temptation

Never to be seen again

It beckons ever stronger

By the bright eyes of my kin

A victim-less crime
To eat what’s already dead
Lying at my feet
Just a little jump across

This vintage postcard shows a Smilodon
sneaking up on a prey animal that is
Eons pass me by
stuck in the tars of the La Brea Tar Pits
As my charred remains are raised
in Los Angeles, CA. This postcard is part
of the Pebble Pup postcard collection.
Slowly to the sun I shall be cherished by man
There is no copyright.

And my spirit lives in him

About
the author
achary Sepulveda recently moved to the Pikes Peak region

That roiling promise of death

Z

Is it worth it now?

from San Diego, CA. He became interested in paleontology by
visiting the La Brea Tar Pits in Los Angeles as often as he could.
He is a junior member of the Colorado Springs Mineralogical
Society and is part of the Pikes Peak Pebble Pups and Earth Science Scholars Program. Zach is 16 years old and is in 11th grade at
Palmer Ridge High School in Monument, Colorado.

The trial in search of warmth?
Of a full stomach?
Is what I gain worth the risk

Goldﬁelds for a Young Man’s Pick
by Gavin Noller

About
the author
avin Noller is a 13-year-old middle school student in 7th grade. His fa-

G

I wonder where I’ll mine? –

vorite subject in school is science, and he loves finding rocks and fossils in
his free time. Gavin also has a strong interest in archaeology. He is a member
of the Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society and has worked on day-long
outreach projects at the Colorado City Founder’s Day celebration, the Cool
Science Festival at the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, and Family
Geology Day at the Western Museum of Mining and Industry.

Maybe wander ‘round a bit—
‘till I find the perfect spot . . .
and that’s where I’ll sink my pick.

Earth Science Haiku Poems

Now Serving
Breakfast Burritos!

by Luke Nielsen

7am to 11am

The clumps of crystal
That are in a pegmatite
Waiting to be found

About
the author
uke Nielsen is nine years old and lives in

L

Gold in the river

Colorado Springs with his family of six. He
is in 3rd grade at The Classical Academy where
his favorite subject is science. Luke enjoys rock
hounding and his favorite mineral is amazonite. He
also enjoys reading and creating new inventions.

So you may want to catch it
Patience always pays

Guided nature hikes
by Susanna Brauer

J

oin Mountain Area Land Trust (MALT) on
FREE guided hikes this summer.

• Pennsylvania Mountain Natural Area, our
most recent purchase, is near Alma. See ancient bristlecone pines, stunning wildflowers,
alpine researchers in the field and more!
Hikes will take place on:
Friday, June 20th (in honor of Colorado Land
Conservation Week)
Saturday, June 28th
Saturday, July 12th
• Beaver Brook Watershed, near Evergreen,
is beloved US Forest Service, Clear Creek
County Open Space and MALT conserved
land with outstanding scenic vistas and
wildlife habitat. Join us on the dates listed

below to learn about
the unique history and
natural resources on
this beautiful property.
Also learn about MALT’s roll in the community and land conservation.
Hikes will take place on:
Saturday, June 7th
Friday, June 13th
Friday, June 27th
• “Monitoring 101” will take place on property
owned by Jefferson County Open Space and
held in a Conservation Easement by MALT
on Wednesday, June 18. Learn how MALT
partners with Jefferson County Open Space
to care for conserved lands. Enjoy spectacular
views of Mount Evans and Upper Bear Creek.

Dine In or To Go

Happy
Hour
Every Day
2-6pm

Magaritas
Beer
Food

Please call 303-679-0950 to reserve your
space.
Hikes are from 10-11:30 am. Visit
www.savetheland.org/hiking-with-malt for
the most current schedule.
Do you want to hike on a different date or
want a private group outing? We are available
to do hikes by request!

719-687-0415
520 Manor Court • Woodland Park
Buy one entree at Regular Price
get Second entree at one half price!
expires 7/4/14 • must present coupon
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A homeschool ﬁeld trip to the
top of the world
by Elisabeth Newton

photos by Elisabeth Newton

O

n a Thursday, May 1st, the Teller and Park
County homeschool group took the Cog
Railway route up Pikes Peak. The homeschool
group consisted of 123 people, and occupied most
of the double train. It was a gorgeous, clear day in
Manitou and the families met early at the depot to
get their tickets, greet everyone and browse the gift
shop.
Emma De Herrera smiling as the group
Although everyone in the group lives in either the
arrives at the summit.
Teller/Park County area or Colorado Springs, many
had not previously ridden the Cog train, or made it
to the summit by it. It was a first-time experience for
many! During the ride up they learned some cool
new things about Pikes Peak from the conductor,
such as what kind of wildlife lives on the mountain
and stories from famous people in history who have
climbed or ridden up the mountain. The train made
it to the summit of Pikes Peak, which was 7 degrees
in temperature. The group was able to check out the
scenery, the gift shop, and try some world-famous
high-altitude doughnuts.
The Homeschool group got back to Manitou
Springs safely, and they had to take off their coats
in returning to the spring weather. Many of the
families met at the Soda Springs Park in Manitou to
Christian Lemus and Joshua Newton
play before heading back home. All in all, it was a
exploring the summit gift shop.
successful trip full of fun, sightseeing, and learning.

ACT BY JULY 1, 2014

719-505-6613

Adopt Me By Lisa Moore of TCRAS
Puppies and Kittens!
S

MENTION PROMO CODE 20446

pring has sprung and TCRAS if full of four legged babies.
TCRAS has four puppies available for adoption now! Jax
and Sarge are both four month old Lab/Rottweiler mixes. Birdsong
and Sundray are two month old Mini Austrailian Shepherd mixes.
All animals are spayed or neutered prior to adoption, and they are
current with vaccines and are micro-chipped. Your adoption fee
also includes a free vet visit, free microchip registration for a year
and a 45 day gift of insurance. TCRAS will also provide food and
toys for your new furr-ever friend.
Soon to come: Lab mix puppies and lots of kittens. Please keep
an eye on our website to see when they become available for adoption. Call TCRAS, the no-kill shelter in Divide, at 719-686-7707
for more information or checkout our website to see all the available animals! www.tcrascolorado.com

3709 N. NEVADA

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80907

Birdsong

Sundray

Still time to schedule
your spraying
Western Spruce

• IPS Beetle
• Mountain Pine
Beetle
• Spruce / Fir Beetle
• Dwarf Mistletoe
control

Budworm

719-687-6811
mpinebeetle@aol.com

• Locally Owned
• Licensed by the Colorado
Dept. of Agriculture
• Serving Park and Teller
County for over 10 years

Time For Fire Mitigation
Reaching the
top is the
key to
preventative
beetle
spraying!

Call e
fre
for a ate!
estim

Forest Clean-up is critical in
creating a healthy forest

Tree Cutting
Master Pruning
Needle Raking
Tree Thinning
Slash Hauling
Chipping available

Children’s Reading Day with
Colorado children’s authors
S
aturday, June 14th from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
come to meet five children’s authors and
hear them read throughout the day. This children’s reading day is one where children can
learn to LOVE reading by interacting with the
authors, participating in the story and seeing
books literally come alive!
Meet Sally Burr, the Jordan family, Vanessa
Kilik, Joan Musick and Gail Ross. All of these
authors will thrill children with their stories!
The stories behind WHY they write for children are interesting too. Authors Sally Burr and
Gail Ross write books for their grandchildren
to interest them in local animals and show
their character, virtue and realistic behavior in
their Black Forest Friends series. Author Vanessa Kilik realized that “childhood isn’t silly
enough anymore” so she decided to write some
fun in her book My Snow Globe Book.
The Jordan family in their book Quest for
Bunny Island joined family talents together to
tell how some animals are BORN with the gift

of talking like people. They based their book
on flights of imagination with stuffed animals
dating back to when the Jordan boys were
children. They will also be accompanied by the
family rabbit during the event.
Author Joan Musick, a seamstress from the
age of 12, started quilting in 1980. Always a lover
of writing, it wasn’t until a friend told an unusually funny store about her disappearing flowers
that Joan wrote the story down and sewed the
story into a quilt. In her Reverse Book series for
children, she will read two books in one, because
there are always two sides to every story.
During this fun day children will participate
in the story telling, meet a live rabbit, find out
what really goes on in a snow globe, learn
what magically happens when you see both
sides of a story and meet the authors who make
it all happen.
Old Colorado City Historical Society is located at 1 South 24th Street, Colorado Springs.
Please call 719-636-1225 for more information.

Habitat needs your help!

Full-Service Family Restaurant
Same Great Food | Same Great Service

Open 6 days a week
Hours 6:30am-8pm Mon-Sat
Closed Sundays & Holidays

Old Fashioned Soda Fountain

720 W. Browning Ave.
Woodland Park

Reasonable Rooms

719-687-1828

Breakfast, Burgers, Home-Made Green
Chili, Pies, Malts & Shakes

Wed 11-5 • Th-Sat 8-5 • Sun 8-3
300 Victor Ave • Victor, CO

u ]

719-689-2623

NOW SERVICING TELLER & PARK COUNTIES
Buy More.
Save More.

by Jamie Caperton

H

abitat for Humanity of Teller County is
working hard to bring the three homes we
are working on to completion by the end of
June so the families that will call them home
can move in to them. But mother nature has
not been kind to us with snow, rain and hail our
construction schedule has taken a beating.
We need as many volunteers with any and all
skills (or no skill at all; we will train you) to give

us any time you have available on our job site
at 850 Forest Edge here in Woodland Park. Our
work days are Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and
Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day.
You can register at www.tellerhabitat.org/volunteer or just show up at the job site and we will
get you signed up! Bring a friend, social group or a
whole church if you are so inclined…we can sure
use the help! Thanks and hope to see you soon.

Florissant Fossil Beds hosts
National Trails Day and Teen
Hiking Contest
T
he National Park Service, the Coalition of
the Upper South Platte, and the Friends
of the Florissant Fossil Beds will be sponsoring a volunteer, trail maintenance workday on
Saturday June 7th, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in honor of
National Trails Day.
Florissant Fossil Beds trails need your help!
Show your love for the park, its 14 miles of trails,
and experience a beautiful and unique landscape.
Come join National Park Service staff, volunteers
and natural resource conservation professionals
to perform some much needed trail work.
The project will be “hands on” with varying
degrees of difficulty and distance from the
Visitor Center. All skill levels are welcome and
an appropriate task will be assigned to you.
Children over 10 years old can participate with
a parent or guardian. Youth groups that are interested in participating need to contact Ranger
Jeff Wolin@ 719-748-3253 ext. 202.
Volunteers will meet outside of the Florissant Fossil Beds Visitor Center at the volunteer
sign up table at 9 a.m. All volunteers will be
required to fill in an official signup sheet, and
attend an orientation/safety briefing before
receiving assignments. Work groups will be
leaving the Visitor Center area at 9:40 a.m.
Hardhats will be provided and some gloves
and safety glasses are available. A light lunch
will be provided in the field by the Friends of
the Florissant Fossil Beds. Extra water will
also be provided.
Please bring; work gloves, sunglasses,

Rock on!
S

pringtime in the Rockies is always unpredictable. Almost a foot of snow forced
the Pikes Peak Historical Society to cancel
Richard Fretterd’s talk in May. It has now been
rescheduled for Sunday, June 8.
“Rock” star, Richard Fretterd, is a hero in
the Pikes Peak region. He has been featured
on the popular TV series “Prospectors,” and
is arguably one the most successful miners in
the area. In 2008, he first donated an extremely
large smoky quartz crystal (439 lbs and 4 feet
tall) to the Pikes Peak Historical Society Museum, aided by a special grant from the Cripple
and Victor Gold Mining Company. In 2013,
he donated a second very large smoky quartz
crystal (345 lbs and 4 feet 3 inches tall). Experts
believe that these are the largest smoky quartz
crystals ever discovered in North America.
Both crystals are now in the permanent
collection of the Pikes Peak Historical Society
Museum, putting it on the national map of geologic treasures. Fretterd intended the “Brother”
crystals to be a memorial to his younger

sunscreen, water containers, any applicable
medicines (including epi-pens, insulin and inhalers), snacks and a sack lunch for those with
dietary restrictions.
Please wear; sturdy work boots/shoes with
ankle support, long pants, (a long sleeve shirt
is recommended). Please leave pets at home.
The National Trails Day event is also the
kick-off for a teen hiking contest to be held
throughout the summer. The contest, called,
“Fourteen4Teens” challenges local area teens
(13 - 19yrs) to hike all 14 miles of trails at
Florissant Fossil Beds between June 7 and September 28th. All participants will receive a prize
and be eligible for a grand prize given out at the
September 28 closing ceremony on National
Public Lands Day also held at Florissant Fossil
Beds. Interested teens can pick up their hiking
contest log sheet at the visitor center front desk.
The Fourteen4Teens hiking contest is part of a
grant that was awarded to Florissant Fossil Beds
National Monument, the Coalition of the Upper
South Platte, and the Friends of the Florissant
Fossil Beds. The Active Trails grant for $24,000
will be used to help connect area teenagers with
the Monument’s trail system through working
and hiking. Three area teenagers will be employed through the grant to work on a trail crew.
RSVP by contacting; Jeff Wolin, Florissant
Fossil Beds N.M. 719-748-3253 ext.202. Lisa
Patton, Volunteer Coordinator CUSP www.uppersouthplatte.org/Volunteer/. John Schwabe,
Project Coordinator “Friends” 719-689-3174

brother, Vincent “Scruffy,” and to remain in the
mountains where they were found.
Guests are invited to the Pikes Peak Historical Society Museum following Fretterd’s talk,
where the “Brother” crystals will be dedicated.
There will also be a Ribbon Cutting by the
Greater Woodland Park Chamber of Commerce for the new Museum parking lot, made
possible by grants from CDOT, Cripple Creek
& Victor Gold Mine, Teller County Commissioners, Park State Bank, Teller County Public
Works Dept., and other funding partners.
The Pikes Peak Historical Society invites you to
learn more of this Rock Star’s fascinating life story
when they host Rich Fretterd on Sunday, June
8, for their monthly Chautauqua (free program),
at 2:00 pm at the Florissant Library. The Library
is located adjacent to the Florissant Community
Park on 334 Circle Drive in Florissant. Fretterd’s
program is presented as a public service of the
Pikes Peak Historical Society. Admission is free,
and refreshments are served. Seating is limited.
For more information, call 719-748-3562.

On Honeycomb, Roller,
Faux, Woven Woods &
Wood Blinds
5% OFF 5 or More
10% OFF 10 or More

Some restrictions apply. Call for
details. Expires 7-3-14

30%
OFF
Signature

Series Blinds

(for every 5 blinds purchased,
receive an additional 5% OFF,
maximum of 40% OFF)
For Budget Blinds purchases ONLY. Excludes
shutters due to our everyday low
prices. Some restrictions apply. Not
valid with any other offer. Expires 5-31-14.

Diane Beaumont
LMB100019059
NMLS ID: 247026

Call TODAY to Schedule Your FREE In-Home Consultation

719-377-BLINDS (2546)
BudgetBlinds.com

“Your Lender For Life!”

Conventional, Jumbo and FHA
VA and Rural Development Loans
— No Money Down.
300 Sunnyglen Court
(Re-Max Building)
Woodland Park, Co. 80863

Specializing in Mountain Property Financing for Teller, Park, Summit and El Paso Counties.

719.687.2112

Ark-La-Tex Financial Services, LLC dba Benchmark Mortgage NMLS ID: 2143

Fine Quality Used (and New!) Books
9-6 Mon-Fri
Over 50,000
9-5 Sat
books

Your Neighborhood Bookstore
Since 1989

15% off
with this ad

1737 S. 8th Street • Colorado Springs • www.booksforyou.us • 719-630-0502
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Thymekeeper:
Eat those dandy greens!

Little Chapel Always seek the truth,
letter to my grandson
Food Pantry – a
by David Martinek
Thank you!
M
W
e would like to extend our sincere thanks
to all of the following sponsors who
helped make this golf tournament possible:
4 Mile Auto Repair
American Family Insurance
American ProHealth
Bad Rock Automotive
Big D Motorsports
Black Mountain Pump Service
Bronco Billy’s
Century Casino
Colorado Natural Gas
Colorado Ski & Golf
Creek Restaurant & Bar
Cripple Creek & Victor Mine
Cripple Creek Hardware
Foxworth-Galbraith
Glazer Energy Group
Hitchin’ Post Trailer & Tractor
Home Town Garage
Johnny Nolan’s Casino
Keller Williams
Lake George Café & Pizzaria
McGinty’s Wood Oven Pub
Outpost Feed & Ranch Supply
P K Enterprises
Park State Bank & Trust
Pikes Peak Regional Hospital
Roshek Team-Coldwell Banker
Shining Mountain Golf Club
Starky’s General Store
Wildwood Casino
Woodland Hardware
Ralf’s Breakroom
Jeff Proper (Friend of Florissant Fossil Beds)
Other anonymous friends of the Pantry
Events in June and July: We will be
serving food for the Ute Pass Saddle Club
Gymkhanas every other Sunday all summer
starting Sunday June 8th as a fundraiser for
the Pantry.
Also, we will have a food booth at the
Colorado Pro Rodeo in Cripple Creek June
13th, 14th, and 15th; and we will have a
booth at the 4th of July in the Park.

y dear grandson, so you’re turning 16.
Congratulations! It’s one of those milestones in your life that you’ll always remember.
I remember when I turned 16. It took me two
tries to pass my driver’s test and get my license,
but by the summer of 1961, I was driving dad’s
old 1950s Ford pickup truck, and I felt like the
gates had finally been opened and the leashes
removed. I felt so free. I hope you will get to
experience that sense of freedom, as well. It is a
wonderful sensation, but along with it comes a
lot of new responsibility. I also had a girl friend
or two by that time – same as you.
The next couple of years are going to be important ones for you – high school, graduation,
taking on more responsibility, thinking about
college - testing your wings. Many of your experiences will be good ones; some not so good.
Some of the good ones will make you think
they are the most wonderful things to ever happen to you; they won’t be. Some of the bad may
leave you feeling that your world is coming to
an end; I assure you it won’t. Neither of those
extremes will happen, but you’ll feel that way
emotionally in both cases because you will
not have experienced that particular event, or
emotion, joy or disappointment much before.
With all the hormone’s flooding through your
body at this stage in your life, you’re likely to
have an extreme reaction to most everything.
The first time for anything may be the most
dramatic, but it is rarely the best time. The best
is yet to come.
Don’t be afraid to make mistakes; you’ll
make plenty of them. We all do. There’s an old
joke that we should always try to make different
mistakes, though. I made some whoppers growing up and so will you. The important thing is to
learn from them and take personal responsibility for them. Stand up; own up to them; don’t
blame others. I firmly believe that 99percent of
all the bad things that happen to us in life cannot
be blamed on anyone other than ourselves. On
the other hand, I think most of the good things
that happen are the result of someone else’s
benevolence, friendship or love for us.
You will be going through some fairly wide
mood swings, and rebellion is in your nature.
Try to control that as much as you can. Don’t
think that what you do or think now is the
epitome of your life forever. It isn’t. One day

4TH
OF JULY

PICNIC & MUSICAL

CELEBRATION IN THE PARK

FRIDAY JULY 4TH 11AM-5PM

VICTOR GOLD BOWL

BEER GARDEN & POT LUCK BBQ
PLEASE BRING A SIDE DISH TO SHARE

CITY PROVIDING MEAT AND PAPER PRODUCTS

CRAZY KICK BALL GAME!!

CAN YOU KEEP UP WITH
THE COMPETITION IN THIS
FAST-PACED GOOFY GAME
OF VICTOR STYLE KICK BALL?

DON’T FORGET YOUR CHAIRS & BLANKETS!!

you’re on top of the
world, and the next
day it’s on top of you.
When you get to feeling depressed, or feel
that mom and dad
don’t understand you,
or your girlfriend
dumps you for another guy, or you’re
being pressured to
do something by
“the group” that you
know is not right, or
you don’t know what
to do with yourself
– just remember
that you’re in good
company. Every other
teenager in the world
has probably felt the
same way. If you
find yourself asking:
“how can I shake this
feeling, why doesn’t
anyone understand
me, what can I do
and where can I go?”
- here’s my answer:
“Do rather than
think. Go home. Mow
the lawn. Wash the
dishes. Learn to cook.
Learn to work with
your hands. Build something. Get a job. Volunteer. Visit the sick. Join a club. Read a book.
Get on the computer and instead of playing
games write down how you’re feeling - like
a diary. Stop whining. No one owes you anything. You are not entitled to anything. No one
is to blame for your life, your thoughts or your
actions except you. The world doesn’t owe you
a living. Rather you owe the world something.
You owe it your time, your energies and your
talents to make the world less anxious for war,
a freer and safer place to live and work, and
to help your fellow man be healthier and less
lonely. It’s up to you to make your own way
in a free country. In other words, be willing to
grow up and develop a backbone, not a wishbone. Behave like a responsible person. You
are important and the world needs you!”
I have always thought that if a person
showed respect for others and themselves,
honored the changes that time brings and had
love in their heart, they could weather just
about anything life throws at them. With that
in mind, here are three guideposts (concepts)
to remember and follow as you mature into a
young adult man.
The first is RESPECT. Respect your mother
and father. It may seem that they are against
you sometimes, but really they are just trying
to guide you through your confused teenage
life (confused in comparison to theirs). They
have lived longer than you, gone through what
you’re going through and know what you’re
made of. They believe in you, although they
may not always think as you do. That doesn’t
mean you have to agree with everything they
say or think, especially when you think you’re
right. But it does means that you respect them
enough to abide by their wishes until you’re
able to make all of your own decisions. You
will probably learn things they don’t know or
look at events in the world a little differently
than they do, because you’re of a different
generation. But when it comes to living the
everyday life and dealing with the mundane
chores and responsibilities of adulthood, they
are the experts compared to your short years on
this earth. They feed and clothe you and give
you a place to sleep. They love you unconditionally. That alone should earn your respect a
hundred times over.
Respect others, as well, and treat them
as you want to be treated (the Golden Rule
is real). You don’t have to like someone to
respect them. Respect women. Watch out for
those careless spoken words; they’re hard to
take back. Don’t be abusive. Respect authority,
but always be willing to question it. Accepting direction doesn’t mean that you blindly
follow. It’s okay to ask “why.” In the same
vein, respect those you may lead someday. The
old adage that “power corrupts and absolute
power corrupts absolutely” is true, so always
be mindful of the consequences of your actions
and your words whenever you find yourself in
a position of authority and responsibility.
Finally, respect yourself. Think for yourself;
be your own man. Create your own discipline,
integrity and moral compass. Control your
emotions. It’s a great feeling to be popular,
but you know right from wrong. Often the
more courageous thing to do is to step aside
from “the group” sometimes and just say “no.”
Don’t do or say things that you wouldn’t find
pleasing in others. Don’t pollute your body
with substances that aren’t good for you. There

by Mari Marques

W

are many, many more wonderful and positive
sensations to enjoy in life than they create, and
with fewer side effects. Take care of yourself
and your health.
The second guidepost is TIME. Time is the
great revealer, the great healer and the great
leveler among men. All things mellow with
time. Your enemy today could be your best
friend in a few years. The girl you think is the
love of your life now more than likely will
just be an “old girlfriend” later in your life.
Those pressures and emotional tragedies that
come your way will fade in severity and only
appear as hard lessons in due time. The harder
the lesson, the longer you will remember it.
The things you enjoy now and the accomplishments you achieve are setting the stage for
even greater enjoyments and accomplishments
in the future, and they are teaching you how
to appreciate them. The bad things you face
now will make you stronger and more able to
face adversity in the future. Be patient. What
goes around comes around again. I know it’s a
cliché, but you do have your whole life ahead
of you. So make every second count; and
remember, time does heal all wounds. Let it.
The last and perhaps most important
guidepost is LOVE. If you have love in your
heart, it crowds out bad attitudes and hate.
Your mom and dad love you. I am as certain
of that as I am that whiskers grow on my
face. They may not like your behavior from
time to time, or you there’s, but there is
absolutely nothing you can do to stop them
from loving you. It’s not only their job as
parents, it’s in their nature. They gave life to
you; they want the best for you. You should
love them with the same intensity. If you do,
your behavior will follow.
As your grandfather, I love you, too, equally
as strong. It’s not just because I don’t have to
put up with you day after day. No, the greater
reason is that I cannot change the blood in my
veins; the same blood that runs through your
dad and you. I pray for you constantly in my
heart that you will be safe and find your way,
just like I do for your dad. I will pray for you
even after I’m gone and the world has forgotten me. Those are the same words and promise
my grandfather told me shortly before he died.
I believed him. Believe me.
Never discount the volume of love you
have at your disposal from your family, and
always be willing, as a result, to turn that love
around and share it with your friends and with
whomever you chose as a mate, if that’s your
choice, and your future children. We are family; we love each other. It is our family that
teaches us to love others.
What I have written may not make a lot of
sense to you right now, or maybe it embarrasses you that your grandfather would send you
such a letter. If so, fine. Put it away for a time
and read it again when you are older. But remember this: the world goes around and things
change – often for the good and sometimes
for the bad. Sometimes “good” and “bad” are
just opinions. When you begin to recognize
fact from opinion, you’ll be wiser. Remember
also that everything I’ve written could apply
to some adults, as well – those who haven’t
grown up and haven’t accepted responsibility
for themselves or their actions. Don’t be one of
them. Always seek the truth.
Here’s one final truth: I will love you,
forever!
That’s what Grandpa’s do.

ait! Don’t spray
that beautiful
yellow flower! Dandelion is a most awesome nutritious food
as well as an excellent
herbal remedy.
Dandelion greens
are one of the most
nutritious leafy
greens you can eat.
They are abundantly
available in Teller
County and they
are free! One cup of
fresh raw dandelion
greens contain more
of the recommended
daily allowance
(RDA) of Vitamin A,
Vitamin K, Calcium
and Iron than Broccoli. Low in calories,
dandelion greens are rich in minerals. Besides
calcium and iron, they are a good source of
copper, manganese, phosphorus, potassium
and magnesium. They have more protein per
serving than spinach. The greens themselves
are 14% protein and contain all essential amino
acids so it’s a complete protein. One cup contains 1.5 grams of protein.
They are a multi-vitamin. Besides vitamin
A as beta-carotene (112% RDA) and vitamin
C (32% RDA), dandelion greens are also good
sources of B6 (7% RDA), vitamin E (9%
RDA) and are especially abundant in vitamin
K (535% RDA).
See more here: http://nutritiondata.self.
com/facts/vegetables-and-vegetable-products/2441/2
The young tender leaves taken before the
plant flowers are a nutritional powerhouse
and a number one choice for adding to green
smoothies. The dandelion crown which sits
atop the dandelion’s taproot includes multiple
new flower buds and the earliest, and most
tender leaves. They are succulent, buttery soft
and bittersweet morsels. Dandelion crowns are
a treat that everyone can enjoy.
When the leaves are older they have a
stronger somewhat bitter taste aiding in proper
digestion. If you don’t have access to dandelion
leaves near you, check with Mountain Naturals
in Woodland Park or come and see me. The
dandelion reigns in my yard and greenhouse
throughout the spring and summer months.
All parts of the dandelion plant are edible as
well as beneficial with no known toxicity. The
ground root can be lightly roasted in a frying
pan or browned in the oven on a cookie sheet to
make caffeine-free dandelion coffee. The flowers can be coated and lightly sautéed in olive oil.
The stems, although bitter and slightly tough
contain digestive enzymes and can be chewed
to stimulate the flow of digestive juices making
nutrients easier to assimilate.
Like its cousin the Sunflower, Dandelion
seeds, although very small are also edible and
highly nutritious.

Interesting Dandelion Fact

If you attempt to dig a dandelion root and it
breaks off in the ground, it may take a season
to come back but another dandelion will
emerge with two tops on it. Depending on how

Organic Foods | Local Produce | Gluten-Free | Grass-Fed Beef | Pet Food

719-687-9851

790 Red Feather Lane • Woodland Park
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 10am-5pm

FRESH LOCAL ORGANIC PRODUCE
many times the root has been broken off you
can end up with a Medusa dandelion with two,
three, even four heads on one root much to
the dismay of the perfect lawn person and the
delight of the Herbalist!

In Colorado Springs:
4327 N. Academy Blvd
In Woodland Park:
400 W. Midland Ave,
Suite 245

Tip:

Pouring warmed olive oil and garlic over a
salad of dandelion greens will help to bring out
the mineral content.

For more information, check out our website:

www.drivesafer.info

Mari Marques is a Certified Herbalist and
owner of The Thymekeeper. For questions or
more information contact: Mari at mugsyspad@aol.com or 719-439-7303. Mari is available for private consultation or to meet with
you and see what’s blooming on your property
in June, July and August.

Dandelion Pumpkin Seed Pesto
Makes about 1 cup
3/4 cup unsalted hulled (green) pumpkin seeds
3 garlic gloves, minced
1/4 cup freshly grated parmesan
1 bunch dandelion greens (about 2 cups,
loosely packed)
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
Black pepper, to tasted
Preheat the oven to 350°F. Pour the pumpkin seeds onto a shallow-rimmed baking sheet
and roast until just fragrant, about 5 minutes.
Remove from the oven and allow to cool.
Pulse the garlic and pumpkin seeds together
in the bowl of a food processor until very
finely chopped.
Add parmesan cheese, dandelion greens,
and lemon juice and process continuously until
combined. Stop the processor every now and
again to scrape down the sides of the bowl. The
pesto will be very thick and difficult to process
after a while -- that’s ok.
With the blade running, slowly pour in the
olive oil and process until the pesto is smooth.
Add salt and pepper to taste.

$

00
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36-Hour Defensive Driving Course
This 36 hour (30 hours of Physical Classroom plus 6 hours of Drive Time) STATE
APPROVED program is suitable for foundation building with novice drivers. Our
comprehensive “one on one” personal behind the wheel training approach provides
an ideal introduction to defensive driver education. This course may qualify for an
insurance discount where available after student obtains their driver’s license.

THANK
YOU
for your support!

Recipe from the popular cook book titled
“Cook Eat Grow” by Willi Galloway.

Guffey Heritage Day
and Chicken Rodeo
by Flip Boettcher

photo by Flip Boettcher

I

t was two years ago that Guffey resident Bill
Soux discontinued his Chicken Fly, an event
he held annually for over 25 years. Early this year
several members of the community came together
to plan, organize, and hold the First Annual Guffey
Heritage Day and Chicken Rodeo, which will be
held on Friday, July 4th from 10am – 4pm.
This is a community event, according to
event volunteer Sonia Sullivan in an email,
will consist of three areas: the craftsman village, the art fair, and mining exhibits. Plans
are for the craftsman village to have a chicken
wing contest, chicken rodeo, chicken bingo,
old time games, and more.
The art fair will be an opportunity for
visitors to peruse, perhaps purchase, art and
jewelry from local artists. The mining exhibits
will display old mining tools used in this area
by the miners and a chance to learn about the
history of the area.
The community group needs local artists
to display their crafts at the free space. The
committee also needs residents to enter their

award winning
chicken wing
recipes in the
Chicken Wing
Cook-Off.
According
to Sullivan,
all proceeds
will go to the
Guffey Heritage Days
Guffey Comand Chicken Rodeo event
munity Charter
School, and
coordinator Dana Peters at
will be funded the Bull Moose Restaurant
100 percent by
and Bar in Guffey.
donations from
folks in the
community.
The committee is in need of sponsors. Top
tier sponsors will receive various levels of advertising at the event and on the event t-shirt.
Please call event coordinators Dana Peters at
517-420-8596 or Mary Curtis at 719-689-4199
to offer your help or for more information.

Choose Your Size and Save!

Savings off regular menu price. Excludes Mini Murph™ Pizza Kit.

3

2

$ OFF $ OFF
Family Size
Original

Large Original or
Family Size deLITE®

1

$ OFF

Medium Original or
Large deLITE®

LIMITED TIME OFFER. Limit 3. Not valid with other offers. Valid only at participating locations.
Cannot be sold, transfered or duplicated. Expires 7/3/14

PUEBLO/HWY 50 • 1617 Hwy 50 W, next to Albertsons • 719-595-0444 • Store #06058
COLO SPRINGS/S ACADEMY • 2460 S Academy Blvd, Academy & Astrozon • 719-392-7222 • Store #06045
PUEBLO/S PRAIRIE • 840 S Prairie Ave, next to Fairgrounds • 719-561-3999 • Store #06047
COLO SPRINGS/N CIRCLE • 1203 N Circle Dr, next to Safeway • 719-637-9777 • Store #06058
COLO SPRINGS/N POWERS • 2888 N Powers Blvd, next to Safeway • 719-597-7222 • Store #06022
COLO SPRINGS/DUBLIN • 1708 Dublin Blvd, Dublin & Academy • 719-598-8383 • Store #06006
WOODLAND PARK • 300 U.S. 24, Main Street U.S. 24 • 719-686-9776 • Store #06073
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Frustrated in finding a Good Place to eat?
Need a place where the kids can have fun?
Looking to relax in a clean, non formal environment? • Sandwiches:
Searching for healthy food at a reasonable cost?
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Look no further!
Philly Cheese Steak
Wild Wings N Things Provides:
Chicken Bacon Ranch
• Free arcade game and drawing wall for kids!
& More!
• Interesting airplane theme!
•
Stuffed
Hamburgers:
• 5 TV’s to watch your games with a beer or Margarita
Bacon
N
Cheddar Cheese
without the “Bar” atmosphere!
Jalapeno N Pepper Jack
Blue Cheese & Mushrooms
Most of our food is gluten
THE Barnstormer
free, we also offer great
Holy Cow Burger
tasting sandwiches, salads
and of course our signature • Sliders
chicken wings!
• Wild Salmon Burger
(don’t forget to honk at the Chicken Man!) • Great Salads

New Menu Items!

We do take out and delivery also! Call or come in! 719-686-9464
Located in the Safeway Shopping Center at 1079 HWY 24

Kirk Garner
Attorney at Law
General Civil Practice
• Contract Disputes
• Adjoining Landowners
• Personal Injury
Family Law
• Dissolution of Marriage
• Child Custody
• Parental Responsibilities

Pain happens, suffering is optional

Day away destination: Paonia

I

O

by Bill Koppari, D.C.

n order to understand the meaning of the title
above, it is first necessary to define the words pain
and suffering, as well as to ask if either or both of
them may ultimately serve a purpose in helping us
heal (i.e., move toward wholeness). Pain is defined
most often as physical discomfort of some kind.
Suffering is defined as the process of EXPERIENCING physical pain, and the emotional meaning and
attachments we give to that experience.
If you think about these words and their
meanings as presented here, you will see that
physical pain is something that happens to us,
whereas suffering is in reality a choice we make
in how to respond to that pain. I realize the idea
that we actually CHOOSE to suffer will not sit
well with some people, but everyone reading
this article can think of examples of how
experiencing pain may have caused
one person or group of people to
suffer terribly, while others
enduring nearly identical
circumstances turned
the pain into incredible
growth experiences for
themselves and for others.
I am reminded of the story about twin
brothers who grew up in the ghettos of Detroit, Michigan. Their father was a drug addict,
a thief, he was never around for them, he was
constantly in and out of jail and he caused terrible stress and physical pain in their household
while they were young. These boys were interviewed as adults on a television news show.
One brother was in jail and had turned out just
like his father while the other had become a
world-famous heart surgeon. They were both
asked the following question separately, “Why
do you believe you turned out the way you
did?” Amazingly, they both answered the same
exact way. They said, “With a father like I had,
how else could I have turned out?”
You see, one brother used the pain he experienced to propel himself into better circumstances. He chose to remember the PAIN, but he gave
up the suffering and created the life he wanted.
The other chose to continue suffering and use
the PAIN simply as an excuse to not achieve

anything in his life.
It is never fun to go
through pain. In fact, it has
been called the gift nobody
wants. But, I believe that
pain can in fact be the
greatest gift we can receive,
if we CHOOSE to use it for
our growth. What is your
pain trying to tell you? Do you need to change
some aspect of your lifestyle? Do you need to add
something to your healthcare regiment? Do you
need to make a decision in some area of your life
you have been putting off or take an action you
have been avoiding? One of the most important
things you can do is to make sure you maintain a
clear CONNECTION in the nerves between
your brain and your body by having your
spine checked regularly by your
chiropractor.
One of my favorite
quotes is from “A
Course in Miracles”
and says, “Your soul
would rather fail at its own
life than succeed at someone else’s.” USE
YOUR PAIN! Ask yourself what your soul is
trying to tell you. LISTEN carefully and take
whatever steps are needed to use as many experiences as possible for growth. Then, help others
to do the same, and you will find the truth – pain
happens, suffering is optional!
I am Dr. Bill Koppari, and I am a principled
chiropractor here in Woodland Park. I am an expert when it comes to helping someone with back
pain, neck pain or headaches. I absolutely help
people with those problems all the time but I am
applying for the position as your Wellness Doctor.
“If you’re sick and tired of being tired and
sick,” our goal is to help you get well, stay
well and live the best life possible. You were
born to be healthy!
Life Source Chiropractic is located at 212
South Chestnut in Woodland Park. Please visit
our website www.drkoppari.com or call (719)
686-5599 for more information. Share this will
a friend; bring this in for a free consultation.

by Kathy Hansen

ne of our traveling questions when visiting
someplace new is, “Will there be a reason
to come back?” The answer for Paonia is emphatically, “Yes!”
We scoped out various routes on the map, much
dependent on whether certain mountain passes
would be open yet. We decided to head out to Hwy
50, go over Monarch Pass, through Gunnison then
break north through the north rim of the Black
Canyon of the Gunnison National Park.
If you have never been, we strongly recommend it. The views are absolutely breathtaking! We had been through the south rim on a
trip a while back and decided if we ever passed
this way again, it would be worth checking out
the north rim. We were not disappointed.
This canyon is so vast; carved by the Gunnison River, water drops an average of 96 feet
per mile, and at is steepest, 480 feet in one
two-mile stretch. Yet it is only about 9 miles
wide. There are many overlook areas, built by
those brave souls willing to work via harness;
we extend our sincerest “thank you!” to them
as I hold on for dear life. It’s a long way down!
We found some of the first wild flowers of
the year in the Black Canyon.
Heading up toward Paonia was beautiful.
We drove through Crawford and Hotchkiss. We
were quite surprised to see how much agriculture was alive and well. Aside from bountiful
orchards, many families had chicken coops,
sheep grazing, or llamas. Homes were well
cared for; most had a greenhouse or a garden,
maybe both. It sure had a wholesome feel to it.

Rocky Mountain Inn

Jeff did well to choose the Rocky Mountain Inn as our home away from home. Darla
Demerell, the inns’ owner for the past eight years
or so has been making sure guests are satisfied.
There are choices to fit every group and every
budget, from single rooms, to double bedroom

Office located in the Pikes Peak Credit Union 720 W. Midland, Suite 201

719-687-6869

Mari Marques

1870 CR 31 • Florissant

719-439-7303
mugsyspad@aol.com
thethymekeeper.com

Herbs & Oils • Folk Remedies
Private classes available.
Beautiful Indian Paintbrush ﬂowers were sighted in the Black Canyon of the Gunnison.
who came to visit, we just had to stop by.
Krista Langlois, Editorial Fellow, was the one
to greet us and became our tour guide. I was
surprised how willing they were to give us a
tour on the spot. Everyone seemed so friendly,
stopping their busy day to say “hello” and ask
where we are from. When we mentioned we
came to town with the intention of touring the
Austin Family Farm, they nodded their heads in
acknowledgement of the family, and welcomed
us in. (Please see article in this issue on page 4).
Krista took us from one end of the building
to the other, introducing us to all their departments on the way. Jeff has over 30 years of
newspaper experience, so he was able to relate
to just about everything and everyone. Krista was kind enough to
pose for a photo for our paper as
well. Thanks for the friendliest
newspaper tour ever!

Woodland Park UPHS needs YOU!

kirk@kirkgarner.com

S

ummertime is busy time at Ute Pass Historical Society, and that means we need your
help on June 14, July 12, August 9 and September 13, Docents are needed for our Second
Saturday Tours. History Park and the Museum
Center are open from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and
volunteers are needed to answer questions and
provide information regarding our organization, the Ute Pass area, and the buildings that
make up History Park.
A guide is also needed to lead the Historic
Walking Tour of Woodland Park, leaving History Park at 10:30 a.m., returning around noon.
Training will be provided.
Friday, July 4th, Volunteers are needed to be
pioneer re-enactors, tour guides and parking
directors for our Third annual Cemetery Tour.
The Tour times are 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.; volunteers
need to report at 12:30 p.m. Come join us for a
fun afternoon! Training will be provided.

Saturday, August 2nd, and Sunday, August
3rd Volunteers are needed for the Annual
Mountain Arts Festival Food Kitchen, our biggest fundraising event of the year. Volunteers
work in shifts to cook, serve, take orders and
money, and to set up and take down on Friday
and Sunday. Cash donations are also needed to
help offset the cost of food and supplies.
These events offer cool volunteer opportunities in the warm summer sun for you and your
family, yes, even older kids (age 12+) and visiting relatives. What could be more rewarding
than sharing quality time with your family and
the UPHS family of volunteers, all while being
of service to UPHS and the community?
To volunteer, or for more information,
please call the UPHS office at 719.686.7512 or
e-mail us at uphs@peakinter.net.
As always, thanks for your ongoing support
of UPHS. Our volunteers make history!

Everyone loves a parade
E

ntries are now being accepted for the Victor Gold Rush Days Parade 2014. Advertise your
business or organization in style while we celebrate the City of Mines’ 120th birthday with
three days of fun and activities.
The parade will begin at noon on Sunday, July 20, 2014. Entries are free and the theme is Victor’s 120th
birthday, with a comic twist. The Ugly Truck Competition is once again a part of the parade, so get creative and
get crazy. For more information and entry forms, contact Becky Parham, 719-494-9789, bparham@victorco.
us, or check out the website, victorcolorado.com/goldrushdays.htm. Deadline for registration is July 10.
Come out and join the celebration!

Woodland
Country
Lodge
Visit the new Lodge Pub!
Serving Food 4-8pm Daily

Weekly
Entertainment
- Tuesday J. Michael Steele
- Wednesday Cari Dell
- Thursday Cary Carpenter
- Friday Karaoke by Loretta
- Saturday Oakley

Don’t Miss Our Sunday Afternoon
Entertainment On The Patio
JUNE

1 .... Cari Dell Trio
8 ... Dick Cunico and the Little Big Band
15 .. J. Michael Steele Band
22 . Dick Cunico and the Little Big Band
29 . (to be determined)
For more info call (866) 687-4466
723 U.S. Highway 24 West • Woodland Park
www.woodlandcountrylodge.com

The Thymekeeper

Ollies Ice Cream

No small town is complete
without an ice cream parlor. We
visited Ollies. The folks there are
friendly, and the tables are clean,
both inside and outside. Most
importantly, the ice cream is delicious and the malts are marvelous.
We decided to visit daily and
highly recommend you do too!

A very relaxing stay was had at the Rocky Mountain Inn.
suites, or the completely separated suite we enjoyed. All are spacious and the kitchenettes come
with refrigerator, microwave, and dishes. Each
space is uniquely designed for a pleasant stay.
The courtyard out back was very enjoyable
both evenings we stayed. It was nice to unwind
and remember the day with the soft gurgle of the
fountain in front of us, as the rushing of the river
behind giving contrast. The first night, we could
hear someone practicing their guitar from one
direction, while the other direction offered piano
music. Morning in the courtyard was also a very
pleasant environment to read a few words of the
book in progress while the birds woke and plants
opened to greet the sun. Such a pleasant stay!
The archway over the entrance was created
by sculptor, Jim Agius, and it really lends a
rustic welcome. Darla’s late friend, Damian
Durstanti helped remodel the rooms with artistic flare and carved the totem pole near the office entry. Darla enjoyed partnering with him;
no matter what she suggested or envisioned,
Damian could add just the right touch to make
it work. She misses him and the fun they had
making each room take on its own persona.
The Rocky Mountain Inn is open year
round. They offer loaner-bicycles for those
who wish to tour the town on two wheels.
Please contact them (970) 527-3070 or visit the
website: www.rockymountaininn.net

Flying Fork

While wandering through
town, we decided to check out a few menus.
There was a bit of a medical situation that
limited our choices; Jeff was unable to eat anything thicker than mashed potatoes. The Flying
Fork had lots of pasta offerings, so we gave
that a try. The server was willing to “side” a
few questionable aspects of the main dish, and
to over-cook the pasta as a strange, but understandable request. It was delicious! The pasta
paired well with a Rennegade brew for Jeff and
I enjoyed a local vodka.

When it was time for dinner, we returned to
the Living Farm Café. When we asked about the
macaroni and cheese, Jennifer Beck, the manager,
said, “We’ve been expecting you!” Jeff’s macaroni
and cheese was perfect and my ravioli was fantastic, made with local goat cheese from their farm.
The farm produces more than just goat
cheese. There are various wool items for sale:
hats, socks, scarves, and the like, neatly displayed among various local jams, sauces, and
other fair made by the locals.
We mentioned how homey it feels and that
we were here to interview the Austin Family
Farm. Jennifer nodded in acknowledgement,
saying what a nice family they are and how
much they enjoy those evenings when the
Austin Family dines with them; after all, they
do contribute some of the food.
Jennifer shared a local legend told to her
when she first moved to Paonia: As the Utes
were forcibly removed from this area, they
said, “This is a lush valley. If your work
is done to help others — you will prosper.
Anyone trying to work this valley for greed is
sure to fail.” Jennifer said, “I didn’t take that
seriously when I first heard it, but now that I
think of it — it’s true!”
Since breakfast was so tasty Friday, we decided to have our last meal at the Living Café
on Saturday morning, as well. Both Jennifer
and Liz were working; it was welcoming to be
greeted by their smiling faces. We’ve agreed:
we will be returning to Paonia and expect to
return to the Living Farm Café.
We headed out of town on Hwy 133, following the Muddy River. This is really a pretty trip.
We enjoyed noticing how the river came “up”
to greet us at certain spots and how far “down
there” it was in other spots. Those enjoy the
wonderful world of altitude will enjoy this ride.
We turned on Hwy 82 heading to Aspen;
after all, this was the weekend Independence
Pass was to open. We could appreciate how
there could be five foot high snow drifts on
either side of the road in some places and no
snow to be seen in others.

41 Years of
Quality Work!

Collision Center

Auto Body and Paint Repair • Insurance Claim Estimates

WE DO IT ALL!
Hundreds of Satisified Customers
Boat Repairing & Refinishing
Plastic & Fiberglass Repair
RV Body & Frame Repair
All Insurance Companies
E !
E
FR ates
All Types of Painting
im
Hail Damage Repair
Est
Auto Glass Service

178 Weaverville Rd., Divide

(719) 687-7683

The Guffey Vet
Loves Your Pet

Amy Mason, D.V.M.
Guffey Veterinary Clinic &
Healing Arts Center, LLC
Integrating Traditional &
Alternative Veterinary Medicine

Now Offering Small
Animal Anesthesia and
Dentistry Services!

High Country News

Paonia just happens to be the home of one of
Jeff’s favorite papers, “High Country News”. The
subscription was first purchased for Jeff by a friend
who had been visiting and thought Jeff would
enjoy. Jeff has
maintained
the subscription because
he really
enjoys how
they bring
the news
of the west.
Since one of
their regular
features is
to show
The High Country News
photographs
of subscribers meets the Ute Country News.

Divide

The Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park is an incredibly beautiful geological feature.

The Living Farm Cafe

On one of our trips to/from the Black Canyon
of the Gunnison, we drove past a beautiful patch
of well-worked land with a sign, “The Living
Farm”. So when we saw the café, we had to
check out the menu. Who could refuse farm fresh
eggs, home-made bread, and locally raised food?
We asked to see a dinner menu while enjoying breakfast and explained to our servers, Jade
and Liz, the nature of Jeff’s dietary restriction. We wondered if the macaroni and cheese
offered for lunch could potentially be a dinner
option. Liz went to check, and returned confident that if we came back for dinner, we would
be accommodated.

Near the summit of Independence Pass are
remnants of Independence, an old city that
probably gave the pass its name. We scoped
out this area on other trips and recommend
checking it out when you’re in the area.
From the east side of Independence Pass
it was about two hours to get home. We were
very happy with this trip and found many
reasons to go back: the Austin Family Farm,
The Living Farm and Café, we’d love to
stay again at the Rocky Mountain Inn, and
will enjoy more ice cream at Ollies, perhaps
next time try the suggested bakery/breads at
the Flying Fork, and a few more bistros we
didn’t get a chance to try. Paonia is simply a
friendly, wholesome place to be

One call
does it all!

• Home Visits
• 22 Years Experience
• Large & Small Animals
Health care programs, laboratory
services, dentistry, and surgery.
Grooming with KIM.

84 Main St. • Guffey

(719) 689-2262
(719) 276-5070 Cell
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Cozy Mountain Chalet

Nature’s little
jewels

Fly Fishing / Tarryall River / Large Lake views!
Custom stone fireplace, vaulted, tongue and
groove ceilings, walkout loft to private deck,
this beautiful retreat sits on 5.25 acres bordering National Forest. 3bd / 2ba / rec room/
wet bar/loft/huge deck 2424 SF 5.250 AC

Christy Lowe,
Broker Associate

(719) 660-0207
Woodland Park, Colorado

by Danielle Dellinger

clowecolorado@gmail.com

T
Vacation Bible School
Our Lady of the Woods
Jesus is our Life, Leader, Helper, Healer, Friend and Savior!
9:30 am—3:00 pm * * * * July 21-25, 2014
Ages 5-11 years old or K-5th Grades ** (Lunch brought from home needed.)

FUN Songs * Interactive Activities * Skits * GAMES * Crafts!
12 years to Adult Volunteers are needed
Contact: Our Lady of the Woods Church ~ 719 -687-9345 OR . . .
Sister Mary ~ 719 632-4463 ~ www.tellercatholic.com for registration
information.

Critter
Corner

Molson - Donna Hudson, Divide

Charlie - Julie Faria,Florissant

Pancho - Linda Karlin, Florissant

H

ave a cute critter? Send us your favorite critter
photos and we’ll feature them here in the Critter
Corner! Indoor or outdoor pets or wild critters are
what we’re looking for. We will not accept any
photos depicting cruelty or harming animals in any
way. Email your critters to utecountrynewspaper@
gmail.com. Be sure to include the
critter’s name as well as
your name.

he sun shone down upon the town of Lake George.
Though the town itself was small, the homes of the
residents branched off into the forested hills. The
town was established in 1891 as a stop for the Colorado
Midland Railway. The actual lake of Lake George, which
sits to the left of the highway if travelling west, glittered in
the bright sun.
George Frost created the lake to supply ice to the railroad. It was first named George’s Lake, but when the post
office opened it was changed to Lake George. Because the
lake froze mostly solid during winter, it enabled men to
cut out blocks of ice from it to keep perishables cold. After
1900, nearby ranchers and farmers began raising highaltitude potatoes, creating additional traffic for the Colorado
Midland Railway. However, after the railroad closed in
1918 and the mining of ore stalled, the tracks were torn up.
Emilia stood on the shore of Lake George, watching the
cars pass by on Highway 24. The sun was hot, and she had
to shield her eyes as she looked east toward the hills that
hid Florissant from view. She tried to imagine what it had
been like to see the Colorado Midland rolling into town.
She wondered if mule deer had run along beside it like dolphins swim beside ships. She smiled as she pictured what
that would have looked like. Thinking of animals always
made her smile. The screech of a hawk overhead drew her
attention from her thoughts, and she looked up to watch
the bird of prey circle around, riding the updrafts. She was
that girl who wondered what it was like to fly. A horn then
sounded from the parking lot of the 11 Mile Lodge, and she
saw her parents waving to her. She ran over and got in the
car, grinning ear to ear.
She and her family actually lived in the hills a few
minutes outside of Lake George, and the drive along the
winding dirt road was always a pretty one, especially when
the sun was in the right spot to illuminate the normally
shadowed parts of the forest. She would always try to spot
wildlife in the deeper parts of the forest as they drove by.
When they got home, Emilia went out onto their deck that
looked down the side of a tree-covered hill toward a valley
far off in the distance. She could hear chickadees calling
to each other, and mourning doves cooing from nearby
trees. As she tried to spot one of the mourning doves, she
heard the familiar zing of a hummingbird and saw a flash of
emerald feathers.
She’d barely blinked when a male ruby-throated hummingbird appeared a foot from her face and stared into
her eyes. It then flew straight up into the air, high above
the very top of their house, and then dove down in one big
swoop. Emilia grinned, watching it climb high into the
air again, then dive down once more, going toward her
mother’s garden this time. She quickly ran down the deck’s
steps to the garden, finding the hummingbird drinking from
a hollyhock flower. The pink petals made the green and
red feathers on the hummingbird stand out beautifully. She
crouched down, fascinated by watching it hover in the air as
it sipped its sweet treat. Her mom’s garden always attracted
the most beautiful animals.
On the other side of the hollyhock stalk she saw a female
broad-tailed hummingbird feeding from a purple hollyhock
blossom. It only took a couple of minutes for the two to
spot each other. They flew at each other, then zoomed into
the air, trying to chase the other away from the hollyhock
stalk. Emilia watched with interest, observing their behavior
and trying to learn what she could from just watching. The
two hummingbirds buzzed at each other for a moment, then
flew back down to Emilia, hovering a foot from her face.
They then flew away from her a few feet, stopped, and
looked back at her. Then they flew away a few more feet.
Emilia got the hint and followed them. She had only
walked for a minute when she noticed the forest had become extremely dense. She frowned and stopped, looking

around. She didn’t remember it being this thick and dense
any other time she’d walked this way. She looked back
toward her house, but it was gone from view, overgrown
foliage blocking out nearly everything. She looked forward
again to see the hummingbirds hovering several hundred
yards away, waiting for her. She quickly jogged to them,
being mindful of where she stepped. She reached them, and
they all continued on.
Sunshine weakly made it through the mid-canopy of
the trees. It all was unnatural for that type of forest. Time
became irrelevant as Emilia walked, with still no clear
destination. The hummingbirds soon disappeared from
view, and Emilia fought her way through thick shrubs and
bushes. She was shocked at what she found on the other
side. She’d never expected anything like it. There were
flowers of all types and sizes and colors. They were all
hummingbird-friendly. Her eyes got bigger as she spotted
different types of hummingbirds. There was a bluethroated one, a calliope one, of course a ruby-throated one,
and even an albino hummingbird. There was one, called a
magnificent hummingbird, zipping from flower to flower.
A black-chinned hummingbird chased around a broadbilled hummingbird. Emilia heard a low hum from above,
and immediately knew that a rufous hummingbird was in
the area, probably feeling threatened by all the activity
around the flowers it perceived as his.
The two birds that had led her there hovered on either
side of her head, quietly twittering to each other. Emilia
smiled, something about this place feeling magical. She
looked to the side and saw a Chinese bread oven. During
the period of the Colorado Midland Railway, Chinese labor had been imported. Tiny nests covered the floor of the
oven. The female hummingbirds that had mated were flying back and forth with spider silk in their beaks. It’s what
every hummingbird uses to help hold the nest together and
bind it to whatever surface it’s on. Emilia moved closer to
watch them wrap the silk around their nests, using their
thin beaks to tuck it into every nook and cranny. It was
mesmerizing to watch.
The different colors of the birds’ feathers glinted in what
little light made it through the thick foliage overhead. A
dazzling emerald green caught Emilia’s eye, drawing her
attention away from the nest building. When she focused
on the small creature, she realized it was a green violetear
hummingbird. This particular hummingbird was hardly ever
seen this far north from Mexico, let alone in the mountains.
She watched as it seemed to dance in the air, enjoying life.
The others that had been feeding on the nectar below it flew
up and began dancing with it. Emilia could tell that this
was a female green violetear by how dull her feathers were.
She wondered if there was a male around. She had barely
finished wondering when her two travel companions tugged
on her sleeves, trying to pull her back out of the little cove.
She frowned but allowed herself to be taken out. The
minute she was on the other side of the shrubs and bushes,
the sunlight was streaming down through the tall pine trees,
and when she looked behind her she saw that her mother’s
garden was only a few feet away.
“How did we get here?” she muttered, looking back to
where she had just come, and finding that even the shrubs
and bushes were gone.
She frowned deeply and turned in a circle, trying to
figure out what was going on. That’s when she spotted the
sun setting behind the hills. A moment later her mother was
calling her inside for dinner. She hurried inside, feeling very
unsettled. She didn’t know that the majority of the hummingbirds from the cove were sitting high up in the trees
watching her.
The next morning she hurried out to the garden. The sun
was just beginning to warm the air and the earth. She sat on
the rock bench near the hollyhocks the hummingbirds had

visited the previous day. She waited and waited for one of
them to show up. When after an hour there still wasn’t any
sign of them, she got up and wandered into the forest to try
to find the cove. She walked for a few hours, but wasn’t
able to find anything. Feeling saddened, she returned home.
The next couple of days passed with the same results.
Emilia’s frustration mounted higher inside of her, and she
had to turn to drawing to relieve it. She sat at the dining
room table and drew the green violetear hummingbird from
memory. Her mother moved about the kitchen, occasionally
coming over and admiring her work, giving her high praise
for what she was doing. Emilia only nodded and smiled a
little, not breaking stride in what she was doing.
By dinnertime her drawing was finished, and she laid
it on the desk in the corner of the living room, planning
to finish coloring it after dinner. She sat and ate her dinner quietly, watching a robin hop along the deck railing.
When she was done eating, she went to the desk and
finished coloring her drawing. Once it was completed,
she hung it up on the fridge for everyone to enjoy. She
smiled as she looked at it for a moment. She went to bed
that night feeling happy and accomplished.
At dawn, when the sky was beginning to turn pink, there
came a soft tapping and humming from her window. She
rolled over and cracked open her eyes. It took a minute
for her eyes to focus on a pair of albino hummingbirds
hovering expectantly outside. She clumsily got out of bed
and went to the window, rubbing her head. The little birds
looked up at her and then zoomed away out of sight, returning a minute later. They seemed to be upset by something.
Emilia quickly dressed and went outside. The birds
instantly flew off into the forest, and Emilia ran after them,
doing her best to keep up. It wasn’t long before more hummingbirds were flying overhead, the combined hum of their
wings making Emilia’s head hurt. She soon found herself
outside of the cove, and she looked up to see a loggerhead
shrike hopping from branch to branch around the cove,
trying to find an opening to dive through. Emilia had barely
finished processing the situation when the shrike suddenly
dove, disappearing down into the cove.
There suddenly came all these terrible screeches and
cries from inside the once-magical place. Emilia fought her
way through the bushes,
stumbling inside. The shrike
was chasing down any hummingbird that
it could. Emilia gasped, grabbed a stick, and rushed
forward, waving it in the air in hopes of distracting the
bird. It worked, except the shrike rounded on her, thinking
it could take her down. It pecked at her head and fluttered
its wings in her eyes. Emilia cried out, waving her arms out
in front of her, trying to shoo it away. Its little claws sliced
the backs of her hands open.
The stick fell to the ground and Emilia dropped to her
hands and knees, crawling away to a hide in a bush. She
crouched there as the shrike went back to chasing around
the hummingbirds. Emilia didn’t know what to do. How
could a bird like that be stopped? The pair of rufous
hummingbirds were on the attack now, getting in the
shrike’s face in an attempt to overwhelm it. Emilia could
tell that something wasn’t right with the shrike, that
something was chemically imbalanced to make it attack
them all at once. She crawled out from the bush, and was
just about to start forward when the shrike dive-bombed
the female green violetear. Emilia gasped as the hummingbird narrowly escaped.
The shrike flew up and readied itself for another dive.
Emilia started forward again as the shrike began its descent.
Suddenly, a male green violetear flew up from out of
nowhere and confronted the shrike. The two swirled up into
the air, their feet lashing out at each other. It was horrifyingly beautiful to watch. But then the shrike thrust its claws

into the hummingbird’s chest, and was suddenly diving it
toward the ground where part of a stick was poking up out
of the grass. Emilia shouted and ran toward them.
“No no no no no!” she yelled.
The other hummingbirds were diving to the rescue as
well.
Emilia didn’t know how she did it, but she got to them
just before the male was impaled on the stick, bringing her
hand down between the two, knocking them apart. The
shrike flew up while the male fell to the ground, stunned
and winded. Emilia knelt by him and looked up as a swarm
of hummingbirds surrounded the shrike, pushing it up and
out of the cove. She looked back down at the male and
scooped him up into her hands. She put him close to her ear,
listening to him wheeze. She didn’t think he had a punctured lung based on how he was breathing and where the
shrike’s claws had been in him.
She noticed everything was silent now, and she looked to
see the hummingbirds sitting on various perches around her
and the male green violetear.
“He’ll be okay,” she said gently to them.
She carefully put him in her pocket and carried him out
of the cove and back to her house. She grabbed the first-aid
kit, looked up how to treat puncture wounds, then went to
work on her little friend. She talked softly to him all the
while. She returned to the cove and made a little bed for
him in a bush, his head near an open blossom. She smiled as
the other birds buzzed around her happily. The violetear’s
mate flew down into the little bed, nuzzling him.
Emilia sat back and watched happily. She was glad
everyone was okay. She got up and decided to patch up the
hole in the cove’s ceiling. For the next few days, she was
allowed to find the cove as she fixed the hole. She brought a
feeder with food specially made for them. She put some in
her hand and let them land on her fingers to eat. She giggled
a little because their little feet tickled. She checked on the
nesting females one more time before leaving for the night.
She tried to get to the cove a few days later, but couldn’t
find it. A month passed, and one day she was on the deck
when she heard a tiny buzzing sound. A tiny green violetear
hummingbird flew by, its mother following. She smiled;
glad to see a new little jewel of nature.
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Summer Solstice storytelling

Dave Paul Joins
PSB & T’s team

by Jeff Wolin

by Perini and Associates

P

ark State Bank & Trust recently announced
Dave Paul has joined the bank’s team as a
mortgage loan officer.
“We have a good mortgage program. We listen to customers who have asked for additional
mortgage options,” according to Tony Perry,
President and CEO of Park State Bank & Trust.
“To better serve our customers, we chose to
bring Dave, who has a strong and exemplary
mortgage background, on to our team.”
“I am excited to have the opportunity to again
be associated with Park State Bank & Trust, our
community’s most respected bank,” Paul said.
When Paul started writing mortgages in
Teller County back in 1999, it was in the old
Park State building. “We grew together and
over the years, even after we moved to other
locations, we continued to work together on
a referral basis,” Paul said. “So formalizing
those relationships was a logical progression.”
Paul believes that his educational and
relationship-based approach to home financing is what separates him from competitors. “I
work with clients to determine their goals and
customize financing options that offer them
the best mechanism to achieve success, while
providing in-depth information to insure that
they fully understand the process,” he said.
Paul’s loan assistant, Jeannine Kuntz will be
working with him as well. “We will now offer all of
the available conventional and government-backed
products including conforming, VA, FHA, USDA,
and jumbo, as well as reverse mortgages,” he said.
Paul said he will also be able to identify
qualified clients who may fall outside the conventional lending parameters and provide direct
mortgage financing through the bank. “Once our
mortgages are finalized, regardless of who may

be servicing
them, we
encourage
our clients
Dave Paul
to bring any
issues they
may have to us, and we can help them navigate
through them to a satisfactory solution,” he said.
Paul is committed to providing exceptional
service and is committed to the community.
His clients agree.

About Dave Paul

Paul serves in multiple local, regional and statewide capacities: Chairman of the Teller County
Board of County Commissioners, Chairman of the
Pikes Peak Workforce Center Executive Board,
and a director of the County Technical Services
Inc. Workers’ Compensation Board.
Paul was appointed by the governor to the
Limited Gaming Impact Grant Committee,
and is a member, representing the mountain
district, of the Board of Directors for Colorado
Counties Inc., which is the state-wide lobbying
organization representing Colorado counties.
Paul is a long-time supporter of Rotary International having served as Centennial President
of the Pikes Peak Rotary Club. He has a lengthy
record of support for the Symphony Above the
Clouds, having been honored as the 2013 guest
conductor. Paul was also the founder and longtime CEO Service Financial Inc. (SFI).
If you are interested in consulting with Paul for
your mortgage needs, he can be reached at 719.
687.9234 or you can stop by Park State Bank &
Trust, located at 710 U.S. Hwy 24, Woodland
Park, CO. Paul is available during bank hours and
by appointment after hours and on weekends.

CASA

by Karen Hughes

Y

ou can make a profound difference in the life of an abused or neglected
child. There are children in need of a Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) who will fight for their rights. CASA’s vision is to ensure a trusted,
empowered advocate for EVERY child, every day. Contact Kelly,
(719) 447-9898 ext. 1033 or kellyp@casappr.org, for more information.

Need Home

Improvement?

Windows • Lumber • Roofing • Insulation • Decking • Farm & Ranch
Housewares • Fencing • Plumbing • Electrical • Lawn & Garden • Hardware
Paint & Stain • Doors • Husqvarna Chainsaws • Chinking • Restor
Restore

ets
Pell In
Still k!
Stoc

“WHERE THE
PROS GO!”
Truckload
Drywall Sale!

4x8x1/2 ......... $9.85
4x12x1/2.......$14.78
4x8x5/8 ........$12.72

C

elebrate the Summer Solstice, the longest
day and shortest night of the year! We’ll
explore the importance of the seasons to the
historical inhabitants of the area, and celebrate
by sharing some of the star and constellation
stories told by native peoples. In the telescope,
we’ll see Mars, Saturn, and some of the best star
clusters, nebulae, and other deep-sky treasures
of the summer. Meet at the Visitor Center. This
event is June 21, 2014 from 8:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Please dress warmly, as evenings at the
park’s high elevation can be cool even in the
summer. Bring binoculars or a flashlight if you
wish (red-filtered lights only please). Also,

please note that viewing is weather-dependent,
and takes place only if the sky is clear. Indoor
presentations take place rain or shine.
Admission for the program is the regular
park entrance fee which is $3 per adult (16
years and older) children and federal pass
holders are free. Please call (719) 748-3253
ext. 202 for more information.
For additional information visit the park’s
website at www.nps.gov/ﬂfo or call at (719)
748 – 3253 ext. 202
Follow us on Twitter at @FlorissantNPS
and on Facebook/FlorissantNPS or visit the
park’s website at www.nps.gov/ﬂfo

Ghosts of trains past
W
ho hasn’t driven up Ute
Pass and imagined hearing a train whistle and seeing a
colorful Colorado Midland RR
locomotive racing along beside,
belching smoke, on the old rail
grade? Sadly, the tracks were
torn up in 1949, only the ghost
of the old train remains…and
the Midland Depot in Divide.
On Sunday, June 15, you are
invited to join host Dave Martinek as he tells the story of the
Midland and its Divide Depot.
Ute Indians had been forcibly removed to Utah before the
Midland wound its way along
their Ute Pass trail in 1886.
Nonetheless, the Midland chose
a noble Ute warrior as its logo.
CMRR’s standard gauge rails
were the first to penetrate the
Colorado Rockies, eliminating
the costly expense of eastern
railroads offloading freight onto
the prevailing narrow gauge
lines.
In 1895, a spur, The Midland
Terminal Railway, spun south
from Divide, Colorado, to the
gold fields in Cripple Creek
district. The Midland Depot
was constructed at this juncture
in 1886, burned in 1887, and
was rebuilt in 1903.
Host Dave Martinek is a
Vietnam veteran, a retired
communications executive,
a realtor and a train buff. He
is chair of the Teller Historic
and Environmental Coalition
(T.H.E. Coalition), and is leading a committee to restore and
preserve the Midland Depot at
Divide.
The Pikes Peak Historical
Society invites you to learn
the story of the Midland Depot
when they host Dave Martinek
on Sunday, June 15, for their
monthly Chautauqua (free
program), at 2:00 pm at the
Florissant Library. The Library
is located adjacent to the Florissant Community Park on 334
Circle Drive in Florissant.
Martinek’s program is presented as a public service of the
Pikes Peak Historical Society.
Admission is free, and refreshments are served. Seating is
limited. For more information,
call 719-748-3562.

Paradise Spirits Liquors
Safeway Center • Woodland Park

719-687-4256
20 Packs

Bud & Bud Light ........ $16.84

DADÍ S ONLY
COUPON:
Bring Coupon
in for 5% off
your favorite.
For use 6/14 & 6/15

Midland train going through Elevenmile Canyon.

(bottles)

Beer Buffet

Mix-A-SixPack • 150 Different Beers!

Wine Discount

5 Bottles 5% Off, 6 Bottles 6% Off, etc. Up to 12 Bottles 12% Off!

Complete Kitchen &
Bath Remodeling
(Contractors Available)

(719) 687-8800
Mon - Fri 8-5 Sat 10-2
20845 E. Hwy 24, Woodland Park
www.FactoryDirectCarpetsInc.com

Locally Owned Since 1995
WORLD CONNECTED

BBB
A+ Rating

CMRR’s logo

Midland Train depot at Divide.

Appointments • Mobile Calls • Emergencies
Accepting Care Credit

Foxworth-Galbraith Proudly Carries Quality Name Brand Stains

Coors & Coors Light ... $15.90

Carpet * Hardwood *
Vinyl * Laminate * Tile *
Countertops * Cabinets

Large and Small Animal Medicine and Surgery,
Specializing in Dentistry
300 S. Chestnut
Woodland Park
(719) 687-9205
For Quotes, email:
Jolsen@foxgal.com

(cans/bottles)

Shannon Lemons, DVM

719.687.2201
1084 Cedar Mtn. Road • Divide

www.tellerparkvet.com

Now Offering Training for Puppies & Adult Dogs

Teller Park & K9to5 are joining
forces to help create healthier &
happier lives for you & your pets!

6-week sessions • Evening Classes • 16+ Years Experience

www.k9to5.com • 719-238-8118

Open Wednesday-Sunday
Check Website for
Seasonal Hours

Boutique

Tea Room

Men’s & Women’s Clothing
Wide Selection of Hot & Cold
Bling Jewelry
Teas Such as Sweet Teas,
Purses
Root Beer Floats,
Shoes & Sandals Official NFL Smoothies, Homemade
Store
Local Honey
Pastries, Gourmet
New Merchandise Arrives Daily
Sandwiches, Fresh Fruit Trays

719-964-3502

410 E. Bennett Ave. Cripple Creek
John 3:16

(Located in the Double Eagle Casino)

CreationsEverlasting.com

Reservations for Wedding Receptions and Private Parties Welcome
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Wanted: dead, not alive

A VFW Memorial Day weekend
by Maurice Wells

I

photo by Maurice Wells

t’s invasion time. Weeds are springing up
in an effort to outcompete native vegetation
throughout our region. Keeping an eye out to
spot and control these invaders is critical for
limiting their spread.

W

hile most
of us were
enjoying a bar-bque with friends
or a visit with
grandchildren,
members of
VFW Post 11411
were confronting
temperatures of
45º F at the Wilkerson Pass Visitors Center where
they provided
coffee and snacks
for travelers.
Volunteers
said that over the
years they have
had visitors from
as far away as
Germany and
Saudi Arabia.
Often travelers,
not taking time
for coffee, will
stop, run from their car, drop off a donation,
give a sincere “Thank You” and return to their
vehicle to continue their trip.

What is a noxious weed?

Volunteers dress for the weather.
Throughout the weekend the honking of
horns can be heard from appreciative tourists.
The Post is grateful to the U. S. Forest Service
for providing the deck space for this activity.

PPACG Board allocates ﬁnal
$2M for I-25/Fillmore
intersection completion
A
t their May 14, 2014 meeting, the PPACG
Board of Directors voted unanimously to
provide the final $2 million in funding required
for the $13 million I-25 and Fillmore interchange project. The funding comes from a mix
of gas taxes and PPRTA funds, and is allocated
through the regional prioritization process.
“In the past six months, the PPACG Board
has funded the top two priority transportation
projects for the region,” said PPACG Executive
Director Rob MacDonald. The top priority was
the $95 million I-25 and Cimarron interchange,
which is scheduled for completion in July
2017. This project follows the $70 million I-25
widening project being completed this summer.
Dennis Hisey, El Paso County Commission
and Chair of the PPACG Board, notes that the regional approach to prioritizing critical transportation projects takes time, but is worth the effort to
improve the regional transportation system. “We
are $178 million better off in our transportation
system in just a few years’ time,” he said.
The purpose of the I-25/Fillmore project is

by The Coalition for the Upper South Platte

to replace the current overpass with a diverging
diamond interchange, a relatively new concept
in traffic engineering.
“While at first they seem really strange, the driver
experience isn’t really that different from regular interchanges, and they function a lot more efficiently,”
said PPACG Transportation Director Craig Casper.
CDOT provides illustrated graphics of the proposed
project on their website (www.coloradodot.info/
projects/i25fillmore/ddi-simulation).
According to CDOT, the project requests for
proposals will go out in June, and the contract
will be awarded a month later. Construction
will begin in August or September and will last
approximately 12-18 months.
PPACG is a voluntary association of 16 municipal and county governments serving a regional
community. Since 1967, PPACG has worked to
ensure that local governments have a forum to
discuss issues that cross their political boundaries,
identify shared opportunities and challenges, and
develop collaborative strategies for action. For
more information, visit www.ppacg.org.

Painting the town, ﬁre-engine red!
by Kathy Hansen

photos by Jeff Hansen

Non-native weeds are classified as noxious
if they aggressively invade native plant
communities or crops; can poison
livestock; can carry damaging insects,
diseases, or parasites; or are detrimental to the environment. Noxious weeds
excel at adapting and proliferating,
wreaking havoc as they spread. These
weeds displace native vegetation,
threatening wildlife habitat, valuable
natural resources, and recreation areas.
The economic impacts are great as
well. Noxious weeds cost Americans
billions of dollars every year. Coloradoans suffer harvest losses, damage
to livestock, and lost productivity.
These losses add up to an economic
hit of millions of dollars every year in
our state. In addition to these widereaching impacts, some noxious weeds
can also cause skin irritation and other
health effects.

ious weeds, take action immediately before the
weed has a chance to spread. Control methods
differ by species, so be sure to use the resources at the end of this article or call the Coalition
for the Upper South Platte at (719) 748-0033 to
determine the best treatment options for different noxious weeds.
When handling noxious weeds, always wear
gloves and protective clothing. Never dispose of

What can I do?

Besides being the right thing to do
for our community and our environment, controlling noxious weeds on
your property is required by the Noxious Weed Act. By law, all Colorado
residents must manage noxious weeds
that may spread and damage neighboring properties.
Preventing the establishment of
noxious weeds is the best method of
control, and can be done by supporting the health of native plant populations. Noxious weeds are particularly
adept at invading areas with bare soil;
including land recently impacted by
severe fire and over-grazed pastures.
Once established, noxious weeds are
fierce competitors and are difficult to
eradicate. Some noxious weeds even
produce chemicals that deter other
plants from growing near the weeds.
If you do discover a patch of nox-

HOSPITAL

but sometimes they don’t love you back.

So we’ll be ready!

16420 West Highway 24
Woodland Park, Colorado 80863

any time, any season – a health care emergency can
happen. let the emergency Center at Pikes Peak
Regional hospital be your first stop. our fully equipped
Center offers easy access and the shortest wait times.
our team of board certified physicians has the tools and
technology available to provide the expertise you need.

One question continually directed to those of us in the real estate
industry is “how’s the market?”
The national news constantly changes, but all real estate is still
local - and buyers are again pulling out of other investments to take
advantage of our still reasonable prices here in our area as they see
prices are going up again.

I’m selling a great number of homes this year and
am always looking for new clients to assist. Call
me for a listing consultation and get prepared for
the coming months of high activity!

Additional resources:
Colorado Department of Agriculture: http://
www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/ag_Conservation/CBON/1251618780047
Colorado State University Extension: http://

www.ext.colostate.edu/sam/weeds.html
Coalition for the Upper South Platte: http://
www.uppersouthplatte-weeds.org
Park & Teller County Weed Program
Mary Menz (719) 686-9405 ext 104
mary.menz@co.nacdnet.net
Coalition for the Upper South Platte
(719) 748-0033
cusp@uppersouthplatte.org

You love the mountains

Market Corrections
in Real Estate

According to a national study, from 2000 to 2006 real estate
appreciation was a whopping 89%; from 2006 to 2011 it dropped
34%. This is still a 55% appreciation overall, or 5% a year - not bad
for enjoying the lifestyle here in the mountains that we all favor.

weed clippings in the trash or a compost pile.
Please see the tables of noxious weeds are
commonly found in our area.

• Easy access to mountain communities
• Immediate, comprehensive care
• Inpatient Services
• Diagnostic Imaging

V

ictor Fire Station has two new
murals by local artist Michael
Noel Wallace, aka Noel.
Noel began drawing the trucks on
the doors the evening of Friday, May
2nd then began painting Saturday,
May 3rd at 9 a.m.
This is not the first mural in Victor
painted by Noel; he also painted City
Hall, Community Center Ceiling in The finished mural, top, features two old-time fire
the Elks Lodge, a mural on the Junk
engines. Noel works on the mural (bottom).
Posse, and the mural inside of the
Headframe Tavern (which he owned
wait. He’s out painting murals in other towns
when it was Sally’s).
such as, San Francisco, Puerto Vallarta, and
Thinking of thanking Noel? You’ll have to
Pasadena.

719-686-5759
pikespeakregionalhospital.com
PPR-5474 Print Ad_Teller County Guide_7.5x4.5.indd 1

2/11/14 1:52 PM
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Les
Heinemann
719-689-3518

Helping families and business with
their insurance for over 32 years.

one.heine@gmail.com

Member of Woodland Park
Chamber of Commerce

Let me customize a plan that fits your needs
and guarantees no rate increase for 3 years.
www.ushagent.com/leslieheinemann
www FindaNewHealthPlan.com

“Keep it local”
Handyman Services

Serving Teller and Park counTy

719-244-5046
Troy

Roofing, Gutters,
Siding and windows
Lifetime Warranty on Roofing.
PROPERTY PRESERVATION
SPECIALIST AND REO SERVICES, FIREWOOD,
CUSTOM DOG RUNS, MINOR DECK
REPAIR, CUSTOM POWER WASHING,
SMALL TILE JOBS,
REPLACEMENT OF LIGHT
FIXTURES AND OUTLETS,
HOUSE CLEAN-OUTS,
TRIM, AND PAINTING

...we do more than
just the listed items

No Job
Too Small...
Just Call
Honest,
Reliable,
Great
Rates

Tour a real gold mine from the
Victor Lowell Thomas Museum
E
xperience mining old and new
this summer and explore gold
rush history past and present at the
Victor Lowell Thomas Museum.
The Museum, which is has operated
in its current location for over 50
years, is open and once again will be
hosting tours of the Cripple Creek
& Victor Gold Mining Company
operations near Victor.
Modern mine tours will start at 1
p.m. in Victor at the Museum. These
popular gold mine tours feature the
modern mining operations of Cripple Creek & Victor Gold Mining
Company. Tour experiences will
offer the chance to see giant haul trucks, shovels and drill rigs in action in the large surface
mine between Victor and Cripple Creek, Colorado. Watch boulders being crushed into gravel
and learn about the modern refining methods
while helping to preserve the 1890’s history all tour proceeds go to the Museum, where the
tours begin.
This summer the mine tours will be available through Sept. 1 at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. daily
except no tours will be held on Thursdays.
Check VictorColorado.com for additional tour
times and fall dates. The cost is $7.50 per person - an affordable way for the entire family to
see a real working gold mine. Only children 5
years of age and older are allowed on the tours.
Please be sure to reserve your tour dates early
as they are very popular and fill up quickly.
Reservations may be made online at VictorColorado.com or by leaving a message at 719689-4211 or 719-689-5509. The maximum on
each tour is 13. The best way to reserve a mine

tour is online at VictorColorado.com – online
reservations receive first priority.
In addition to the mine tours, you can step
back in time and pan for gold at the museum.
Panning is included in this year’s admission
prices and is a great way to spend an hour
in cool, sunny Victor this summer. You can
also step back in time literally by hiking on
the Trails of Gold just outside of town - see
up close the 1890’s gold mines that made
Victor and Cripple Creek famous, or walk the
downtown streets (interpretive trail) filled with
historic buildings and shops.
Find a fresh brewed cup of coffee and
fresh-baked cookie at the nearby bakery, grab
burgers and milk shakes, pizza or a cold one
at the local eateries, or spend some time looking for a collectible or piece of fine art at the
local shops. The historic Victor Hotel offers a
place to stay the night in case you lose track of
time in the the quiet, historic mountain setting.
For more information or to make a reservation for a mine tour, visit VictorColorado.com.

Victor Adventure Camps
launched
T

arla and Mark Perdew have been running Rocky Mountain Soccer Camps out of the Historic
Victor School since 2007. This marks their eighth summer of operating camps in Victor, and it
promises to be very busy, as the school has 15 different soccer camps that we will be hosted this year.
Starting this summer, the Perdew’s will be adding to what they already do with the soccer
camps by offering 3-Day Elevation Adventure Camps. These events are available by reservation
and will include hiking, historical tours, team building and stargazing.
“In essence, these are many of the things that we already do with the soccer camps, without the
soccer!” said Mark Perdew.
“We know that we are catering to a different clientele with these Elevation Adventure Camps
and we hope to expose Victor and the surrounding area to the growing number of heritage tourists
that are traveling and vacationing during the summer months,” said Tarla Perdew.
For more information please contact Mark Perdew at (719) 689-5547 or www.rockymountainsoccercamp.com

Turn your retirement
“Vision” into reality

by Edward Jones

R

etirement can be an exciting, active time of
your life. But if you’re going to get the full
benefits from your retirement years — which
could last two, or even three, decades — you’ll
need to have a vision for what you want to
do. To transform this vision into reality, you’ll
need to take a “holistic” approach; one that
involves a financial strategy, clear communications with family members, and an awareness
of the challenges that may stand in your way.
To articulate and achieve your vision, ask yourself a series of questions, such as the following:

What do I want to do?

When you retire, do you plan on traveling
around the world? Purchasing a vacation home?
Pursuing your hobbies? Or maybe you’re even
thinking of opening a small business. Clearly,
you have many options and you’ll need to be
aware that some choices are going to be more
costly than others. If you can identify how you
want to spend your retirement years and then put
a “price tag” on your goal, or at least come up
with a pretty good estimate of how much money
you’ll need each year, you can then create an
appropriate investment strategy. Such a strategy
will include both your need for growth and your
need for income. Your investment strategy will
also need to be based on your risk tolerance, family situation and time horizon. How many years
do you have until your retirement?

What “roadblocks” might I
encounter?

As you work to achieve your retirement
vision, you may well encounter some “roadblocks” along the way. One significant roadblock is the amount of health care expenses
you might face during retirement. Many people

think Medicare will cover everything, but
that’s not the case. In fact, you could easily
spend a few thousand dollars each year, out
of pocket, for health care costs. Since these
costs typically rise as you move further into
retirement, you’ll need a reasonable portion of
your assets to be allocated to investments with
the potential for rising income. Even beyond
normal health care costs, though, you’ll need
to be aware that you could eventually need
some type of long-term care, such as a stay in a
nursing home or assistance from a home health
aide. These costs can be enormous; to cope
with them, you need to prepare well ahead of
time, so you may want to consult with your
financial advisor for possible solutions.

How can I protect my family?

Your retirement vision can’t just involve
yourself, or even yourself and your spouse. To
fully enjoy your retirement years, you’ll want
to know that you are helping to protect your
grown children from financial and emotional
burdens that could fall on them should you
become incapacitated in some way. Among the
steps you might consider taking is establishing
a durable power of attorney, which allows you
to appoint an agent to manage your financial
affairs, make health care decisions or conduct
other business for you during your incapacitation. Consult with your legal advisor about
creating a durable power of attorney.
You will find that having your retirement vision come to fruition can be a great feeling. So,
do whatever it takes to make it happen.
This article was written by Edward Jones for
use by Tracy E Barber IV, AAMS, your Edward
Jones Financial Advisor.

Refurbish, reﬁnish,
relax
by Erin Snyder

I

f you are looking for ways to spruce up your
home décor, consider refinishing furniture
and home accents before heading to the store.
Not only can this be a fun DIY project, but it
can save you money and prevent items from
being tossed in the trash. You can refurbish
wood furniture, upholstered items, picture
frames, lamps - the list goes on and on. If
you’re looking to re-do an item in your home,
here a few tips to get you started:
• Do a little research.
Find out what material you are working with
and research the best ways to refinish or restore
that particular material. You don’t want to paint
straight over veneer – the paint won’t adhere
correctly. It’s best to sand it or remove the veneer entirely. On the other hand, you don’t want
to accidentally sand off an expensive finish on
an antique dresser and decrease its value. Talk to
the experts at your local hardware store, do an
internet search or check out some books before
taking on a refinishing project.

• Keep things safe and clean.
Be sure to wear a protective mask and eyewear whenever sanding, staining, or removing
old finishes. The fumes and sawdust from these
processes can be harmful. Make sure to work
on projects in a well ventilated area. In addition, do all work on a protected surface and

be sure to have
several clean rags,
a trash bag and
gloves handy.
• Don’t
Erin Snyder
forget the
before
and after steps.
It’s always fun to see the transformation as
you paint or stain a piece, but don’t underestimate the importance of proper preparation and
finishing work. Steps like sanding, priming,
waxing and sealing may be tedious, but they
will ensure the look of your piece stays the
way you want it to for the long haul.
• Add a little interest to an existing piece.
You don’t always need to completely refinish
a piece to update it. For example, you can buy
new knobs for a dresser or nightstand. Don’t be
afraid to mix different knobs to create a unique
and attention-grabbing look. You can also update
old hardware with paint. Try giving an old picture
frame a quick coat of spray paint to quickly
change the accent colors in a room. Swap out a
lamp shade instead of replacing the whole lamp.
Add a slipcover to an outdated sofa. Use a stencil
to add a design to basic dresser drawers. It’s easy
to amp up the ‘wow factor’ with a little ingenuity.
• Consider upcycling.
Not all items can be revived to serve their
original purpose. However, there are many
creative ways to upcycle them into other home
décor pieces. Turn an old door into a headboard,
glass bottles into pendant lights, an old dresser
into a media console, or a coffee table into a
kid’s craft station…the possibilities are endless.
• Don’t be afraid to fail.
A lot of people are intimidated by DIY
projects. Know that a mistake doesn’t mean
the end of the project. The information you
will gain from your mistakes is invaluable to
all future projects. You might also find that a
mistake causes a transformation that is even
better than you expected.
Erin Snyder is a Professional Organizer and
the author of the organizing blog Neaten Your
Nest. For more information, please visit www.
neatenyournest.com or contact Erin at erin@
neatenyournest.com or 678-622-6718.
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Fire-wising your property and homeowner’s insurance
by Don and Donna Doty
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photo by Judy Perkins, UPHS

T

he Ute Pass Historical Society offers free public tours (donations gratefully accepted!) of History Park the second Saturday of the month from June through September. The tours are from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. History Park is located next to the Woodland Park Public Library. A historic
walking tour of Woodland Park meets at 10:30 at the Museum Center in History Park. For more
information, please contact UPHS at 719.686.7512 or visit our website at: uphs@peakinter.net.
All tours are weather permitting.

High Country Fishing
by Jeff Tacey

W

ith the snow finally melting and the season “still winter” leaving spring alone;
the high country lakes are starting to thaw out.
One of my favorites to fish is Montgomery
Reservoir, 80 acres, 10,820 feet elevation at
the base of Hoosier Pass. Opening day is June
1st. There are rainbow, cutthroat and brown
trout swimming here. You can only fish the
north and west shores as the south and east
are private. Power Bait and worms work well.
Silver or gold Kastmasters, Little Cleos, and
Krocdiles provide fast action.
Take State Highway 9 north of Fairplay to
access Montgomery Reservoir.
Another great spot is Mt Elbert Reservoir, 200
acres, 9,700 feet elevation. To get to Forebay,
go west on State Highway 82 between Buena
Vista and Leadville. It sits just above Twin Lakes
Reservoir. There are rainbow, brown, cutthroat
and lake trout swimming these waters. Forebay
is a good lake for a float tube. If you catch a big
laker, the fish may take you for a ride.
All lake trout between 22 and 34 inches
must be returned to the water immediately.
Sucker meat works well for the lake trout.
Let it sit one the bottom on a circle hook. Casting lures and Rapalas from shore will catch fish.
The lake is having water pumped up and down
from Twin Lakes for the power plant generation.
Worms and Power Bait under a bobber will
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by Maurice Wells
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catch trout. A Woolly Bugger or Pistol Pete
behind an air bubble will catch trout.
Check the 2014 Colorado Fishing booklet
for all rules and regulations.
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Defensible space is defined as the area
between a structure and an oncoming wildfire
where nearby vegetation has been modified
to reduce a wildfire intensity. Our homes are
located in areas with many trees, grasses and
shrubs that continue to grow, die or are damaged due to weather conditions. Insects and or
natural defoliation of needles and leaves drop
each season. Creating and maintaining a defensible space around your dwellings requires
regular, ongoing maintenance to be effective.
Keep in mind that when you create a
defensible space on your property you are not
only being fire-wise, but you are fulfilling your
homeowner insurance policy requirements, as
well as creating a healthier forest. It is important to create and maintain a defensible space
around structures. Here are some of the things
that Timberline can do to help you to ensure a
fire-wise property of our own.

LE
P

Creating and maintaining
a defensible space

AG

Creating and maintaining a defensible
space around your
dwellings requires
regular, ongoing
maintenance to be
effective.

• Properly thin and prune
to make sure they haven’t grown
trees and shrubs around the
back into a possible problem.
perimeter of your home and
Properly thin and prune trees and
out buildings. There should
shrubs.
never be branches hanging
• Do not stack firewood too close to
over onto any building’s roof
the house. I often see clients stack
or deck areas. Your trees
their firewood between two trees,
should be pruned of all dead
using these trees to support the fire
branches up to a height of 10
wood pile. If this wood has been
feet. This will make it safer
infested by beetles, those two trees
should a firefighter need to
will become infested the following
pull hose around your home.
year. Also keep stacked wood a safe
The thinning of overcrowded
distance away from your home to
and species specific trees
not become a fire fuel.
will make the trees around
your home healthier.
One of the most often asked
• Dispose of slash from tree/
questions I get is; what type of
shrub thinning in a timely
plants should be planted in our
manner. Leaving green slash
region of Colorado? Take into
piles lying around healthy trees
consideration watering and care
will only invite the IPS beetle
freshly planted trees and shrubs
to come and attack those trees
require. Also consider native type
nearest the piles. We are so
trees and shrubs for best success.
fortunate that we have a slash
When fire-wising, the most comdump in Divide that will take Timberline Spraying Crew carrying an arm load of slash to the chipper. mon misconception is that you
our forest by products.
will have to clear cut all trees and
• Roofs, eaves and foundation
shrubs around your home. This
vents should be kept clean
is not the case. There are several
and periodically check them
shrubs and trees that will add color
to ensure that they are in
and vegetation around your home.
good condition and cleaned
When considering what type
of debris.
of plants to purchase, you should
• Areas under decks; screens
research if your plants are resistant
should be 1/8-inch or
to wildfire. Look for these characsmaller metal mesh (1/16teristics in your plant list. Low sap
inch mesh is best) to keep
or resin content (deciduous plants),
out debris.
low growing plants around the
• Post signs at the end of the
house (wildflowers/ground covers),
driveway with your last
and slow growing with limited
name and house number
amount of maintenance. Look for
that are noncombustible,
plants with limited amounts of comreflective and easily visible
bustible dead branches for example
to emergency responders.
lilac, and aspens. Select a species
• Make sure that the drivevariety which will reduce insect inway is wide enough for fire
festation. Diversity planting always
trucks to enter and exit, and
makes for a healthy forest.
that trees and branches are
Do not plant in large masses,
at a height that is adequately
use smaller islands, with small
cleared for access by fire
clusters adding separation between
Timberline crew member weed whacking to limit fire fuel. clusters. Having gravel, dirt,
and emergency equipment.
If you’re not sure that you
walkways between the plant areas
meet these access requireis encouraged by most homeowner
ments contact your local fire
insurance policies. Surrounding
department, they can advise
the newly plants with mulch will
you to be of assistance.
assist in holding moisture during
• Take before and after
extended periods of drought. This
pictures of your completed
mulch can be organic (wood chips)
defensible space. This is a
or inorganic like (rock or gravel).
great way to demonstrate
Plants with high moisture content
to your insurance company
are always a benefit to a successful
that you have performed
fire-wise landscape.
these important annual
We choose to live in the mounduties to keeping your proptains to enjoy our beautiful trees. But
erty fire-wise.
with those pleasures come respon• Clean gutters of pine neesibility to be good stewards of our
dles. This task may need to
property. The removal of forest floor
be done several times over
flammable debris, pruning of lower
the course of the fire season.
dead branches, thinning of over• Mow grass and weeds to a
crowded clusters of trees is the start
height of six inches or less.
to a healthy fire-wised property.
Most of us have weed eater
Call Timberline’s team of
and mowers which should
professionals to assist in your firebe used several times during
wising projects. We can pole saw
the summer and fall.
branches up to 10 feet, chip slash
• Rake all pine needles and
Timberline employee, CSU graduate, is pruning dead lower branches piles, thin overcrowded stands of
other flammable debris
of a ponderosa tree. trees, rake needles and haul them
away from the foundation of
away, as well as removing dead
field insurance inspector is when was the
your home and decks.
downed trees. (If you need to
last time you had your chimney cleaned.
• Remove trash and debris accumulations
prune limbs higher than 10 feet we have talYou should have it cleaned by a licensed
from the defensible space.
ented licensed and insured tree climbers with
professional annually.
• Check chimney screens to make sure they
boom trucks that we can recommend.)
• If you have pruned in the past you may need
are in place and in good condition. One of
This is the time of year to get those projects
to check the regrowth of trees and shrubs
the questions that may be asked by your
done. Call today to get on our schedule.

NE

ud break is just beginning and that the
budworm flight is going to begin. This
season’s outbreak looks to be worse than past
years. The timing is now to have your trees
protected by having them sprayed between
June 1 and June 21. I will be spraying in the
Indian Creek, Highland Lakes, Spring Valley,
North highway 5, the Ed Lowe Road area,
Westwood Lakes, Woodland West, Woodrock,
Rigdewood, Casey’s Lumber areas through
June 21st. If you would like to get on our
schedule please call our office. 687-6811.
“Let’s get them worms before they get your
trees.” Call to get on our schedule.
Since we started our deep root fertilization and
preventative spraying programs back in March
we have been on a lot of our client’s properties
and many have asked us if we do “fire-wising”
Services? Our answer is: We sure do!
With the past fires in our area, as homeowners we have become more conscious of
keeping our properties fire-wise. Also insurance companies, in some cases have become
more stringent in their guidelines for insuring
mountain properties. These guidelines go
hand in hand with a healthier forest and insect
prevention; as less crowded and healthier trees
provide the aesthetics that we all want in our
beautiful Colorado properties.
In some cases our clients have received some
type of notification from their home owner’s
insurance company stating that they are going
to make an on-site inspection to see if there are
any trees or shrubs that need removed before
their policies will be renewed. The term that
is most commonly used is “fire-wising”. What
does that mean to you and your property?
Everyone’s property is different and insurance companies have different standards for
fire-wising requirements before they will
authorize the approval of your homeowner’s
policy. Let’s talk about some of the basic
requirements to fire-wise and to maintain a
healthier forest:
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n Saturday, June 21 at 2 p.m., local
writer Christie Wright will speak at the
Lake George Library about her new book,
“South Park Perils”. In her book she examines historical murders in the Park County
area. She will include the deaths of the
Italian railroad workers in the Elevenmile

Lake George Library
Canyon during the 1800’s.
For those who had the opportunity to hear
local historian, Steve Plutt, on May 24 discuss
the workers at his cemetery talk, this will be an
excellent follow-up experience. Refreshments
will be provided by the Friends of the Library
and all are welcome to attend.

Business Hours - Mon-Fri 10-5
2321 Rampart Range Rd.
1/2 mile north of Woodland Park Middle School on Rampart Range Rd.

719-687-3533
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Kirk’s Castile
Soap
by Celinda Reynolds Kaelin

A

ccording to the book “Evanston: A
Pictorial History,” the story of Kirk’s
Castile Soap began in Glasgow, Scotland,
in 1818 with the birth of James Smith
Kirk, Alexander C. Kirk’s grandfather. His
family relocated to Montreal when James
was only six months old.
When he
graduated from
the Montreal
Academic Institute, James
began to manufacture soap,
candles and
alkalies. Census
records list him
as a “chandler” or candle
maker.
After marrying in 1839, he
settled in Utica,
New York, and
began
his soap
and
perfume
factory. He
named
his
nowfamous
soap
“Kirk’s Hard Water Castile Soap,” using
a secret recipe that created a translucent,
all-vegetable bar soap.
The soap “produces a rich lather,
especially in hard water, and doesn’t leave
a soap film when used with hard water.”
This was the key, as about 80 percent of
the water in the United States is plagued
by hard water. In 1859, James and his
partners (John Thorn and Isaac Maynard)
moved their company to Chicago, and
Kirk’s Castile Soap became a national
brand name.

The ambassador that owned Teller County
“Son of Chicago Soap Millions” Ranches at Pikes Peak
by Celinda Reynolds Kaelin © 2010

D

id you ever wonder about the numerous
terraces, or undulating ridges, that abound
in Teller County? Like ripples in a pond, these
earthly ripples were spread by one of the most
colorful characters in Teller County’s recent history. His story begins in 1946, when Alexander
Comstock Kirk came to Cripple Creek to die.
Kirk was the wealthy heir to Kirk’s Castile
Soap, and chose the shadow of Pikes Peak to
end his days and his illustrious career in the
United States
diplomatic service. In a 1950
interview with
the Colorado
Springs Gazette
Telegraph, Kirk
explained his
mindset:
“I do not mind
being old, but
I have seen too
many men of
position in the
world nursing
their health thru
crisis when they
should give way
to the young, the
Kirk’s Hard Water Castile courageous, and
Soap factory in Utica, NY. the strong, and so
I choose to face
(above). my decline in
a setting where
nature is the cause of success and the alibi for
failure and where no one but myself need suffer
from the eventual course of that decline.”
He settled in with the Mackin family at the
Imperial Hotel, and was amazed to find that instead of dying, his health improved. During the
six months that he lived with them, his godson,
Steve Mackin, was born and baptized.
Kirk fell in love with Pikes Peak’s backcountry, and with his wealth and newfound
health he began to make it his own, eventually claiming title to over 28 square miles. He
and his former State Department aide, Albert
W. Horn, worked closely with Les P. Robush
of the Teller Park Conservation District to
reinvigorate his alpine pastures. Together, they
built 58,195 feet of diversion ditches, 72,781
feet of terraces, and 5,350 drainage ditches.
He had his cowboys fill their saddle bags with

hardy grass seed from Kenya and spread it
as they herded his prized Angus cows. These
black bovines are a story in themselves, meriting a full page spread in the Gazette in 1950.
Kirk bought his cattle with his usual flair for excess. He flew to California, and bought a registered
Angus bull “Prince Ferndale” and five registered
cows for a total of $360,000 (in 1950 dollars). He
then chartered an airplane to fly him and his fourfooted retinue back to his Colorado ranch.
One astute pundit noted that this was no
doubt the reason “the price of beef is so high!”
Within a few years, over 250 pedigreed head
wore Kirk’s Bar K Reverse K brand. Steve
Mackin recalls that Kirk placed his brand on
everything, not just his cows. His car, his shirts,
his suits – everything sported his mark. As art
imitates life, Mackin amusedly noted that Kirk
always dressed impeccably in his monogrammed shirts and three-piece, Italian suits.
Always. No matter what work he was doing.
I can almost hear the theme song from “Green
Acres” as I write this. He almost had a woman
more beautiful than Za Za Gabor at his side. He
and Marlene Dietrich were passionately in love
until mother Clara Comstock Kirk found out. It
seems Marlene’s affections were no match for the
undisclosed financial enticement to “leave her son
alone.” Kirk remained a bachelor until his death.
Not withstanding this star-crossed romance,
Kirk’s journey through life was anything but
lonely. He gained the affection and life-long
devotion of almost everyone who knew him.
Even today, friends post loving messages at his
gravesite in Rome.
However, I have still not been able to locate
an obituary after his death March 23, 1979 in
Tucson, Arizona. This is remarkable for the
fact that internet search engines churned up
hundreds of newspaper stories on Ambassador
Kirk’s 31 year career.
Alexander Comstock Kirk began his life on
November 26, 1888 in Chicago, Illinois. His
sister Margaret was born two years earlier, and
was probably named after his father’s first wife
who also happened to be his mother Clara’s
sister. No mention is made of his half siblings/
cousins, Roderick, Willing, and Gertrude.
James Alexander Kirk’s soap millions allowed

Note: (June 14 marks the 61st Anniversary
of the opening of The Cripple Creek District
Museum on 5th & Bennett Ave. The following
is excerpted from an article by former Director
Leland Feitz 30 years ago)

A

Alexander Comstock Kirk
his son a life of privilege, including degrees from
Yale and Harvard. Alexander’s World War I draft
card registration shows that he had already entered diplomatic service and was working at the
Hague, followed by a brief stint in Rome.
His career included a brief stint in Mexico
as a foreign service officer, the as U.S. Consul
to Spain in 1938, Minister to Egypt and Saudi
Arabia from 1941-43, US Ambassador to Greece
in 1943, and finally, as Ambassador to Italy from
1944-46. As Charge de Affairs to Russia in 1938,
Alexander played host to the Lindberghs at his
palatial Spaso House in Moscow. He was posted
to Berlin in 1939, and after a meeting with Hitler
(whom he described privately as a short, mustachioed bully) he petitioned to leave Germany.
Even after retirement, Kirk’s diplomatic skills
were in demand. In 1951, he met with Andrei
Gromyko concerning the crisis in Korea.
This eccentric, millionaire rancher from Florissant was on a first name basis with heads of state
all over the world, including Charles Lindbergh,
Presidents Roosevelt, Truman, and Eisenhower,
dictators and royalty. Teller County briefly recognized this citizen of the world, naming Teller
County Road #31 “Kirk Road.” Unfortunately,
this homage became clouded by the dusts of
time, and is once again Teller County Road #31.
Note: These three articles were originally included in the Pikes Peak Historical Society 2010
newsletter and are reprinted with permission.

Kirk was one of
Marlene Dietrich’s top men
The following article is reprinted from the Big
Spring (Texas) Daily Herald, 2/24/1948

Most Fascinating Men

M

arlene Dietrich, a gal who gets around,
comes up a list of the 10 most fascinating
men she knows.
This was no small chore for Marlene,
who has known a lot of fascinating men. I
mentioned the list to her on the “A Foreign Affair” set, suggesting “The 10 most fascinating
Americans.” She pondered long and hard.
“How about some of the noted generals?” I
suggested.
“Army men are very dull,” she answered,
“except during a war.” I mentioned a few Hollywood actors and got nothing but a scowl.
Maybe you could include men you would
like to meet.”
“I don’t want to meet anybody,” she answered.
Marlene took the matter under advisement
and five days later submitted a list, broadened
to include men of other nationalities. Two

factors might be
pointed out: 1. Only
three are native
Americans; 2. Only
one is an actor.
Here’s her list, in
order of fascination:
• Eric Maria Remarque, novelist.
• Alexander Kirk,
former U.S. ambassador to Italy,
Marlene Dietrich
now a Florissant,
Colo. Rancher.
• Igor Stravinsky, composer.
• Ernest Hemingway, author.
• Roberto Rossellini, Italian film director of
“Open City” and other films.
• Pablo Picasso, artist.
• Erle Stanley Gardner, mystery writer.
• Salvador Dali, artist.
• Noel Coward, theatrical jack-of-all-trades.
• Arturo Toscanini, conductor.

Find out for yourself why Teller
County calls C.W’s Plumbing
for all their plumbing needs!

Service & Installation

Now Offering Boiler & Hot Water Heat Service!

• Gas Pipes - Old & New

C.WÍ s
Plumbing LLC
Master Plumber ~ 39 Years Experience
Licensed & Insured
USMC Vietnam Vet

719-687-4122

Midland Days
2014: “Tunnels
in Time”

The Cripple Creek District Museum
celebrates 61 years June 14
t the turn of the century, when Cripple
Creek was a booming gold mining city, the
Midland Terminal Railroad depot at the head of
Bennett Avenue was one of the busiest places
in Colorado. Then, some 18 passenger trains
arrived and departed every day. The depot was
certainly the gateway to the gold camp and
through its doors passed men and women from
all over the world, who came to try for their
share of Cripple Creek’s incredible wealth.
In 1949, after the proud red brick building
had served travelers for well over half-a-century, the last passenger train steamed out of Cripple Creek and the old station was boarded up.
It stood sadly neglected until 1953. By then, a
trickle of tourists had begun to discover Cripple Creek’s charm. There were a few forward
looking citizens who felt a museum should be
established where bits and pieces of the past
might be collected, preserved and enjoyed.
The Midland Terminal depot seemed to be an
appropriate place for such a collection.
The old building was then purchased by
Margaret Giddings of Colorado Springs, whose
grandfather had struck it rich in the hills above
Cripple Creek, and by Blevins Davis, a New
Yorker, who had fallen under the spell of the
little mining town. The two gave the building to
the community and a marvelous transformation
took place! Donations of all kinds poured in from
old Cripple Creek families and on June 14, 1953
the new Cripple Creek District Museum was officially dedicated by Governor Dan Thornton.
The building with its fascinating architectural features had been handsomely restored.
Several rooms were devoted to mining and
transportation exhibits. A series of elegant
Victorian rooms occupied the third floor.
One room was dedicated to former Colorado
Governor Ralph Carr, who had roots in Cripple Creek. The hallways were hung with area
photographs and rare maps.
More than 44,000 people visited the museum
that first year. In 1954, some 60,000 came to see

Cripple Creek’s new attraction. Then, before the
place was even five years old, attendance passed
the 80,000 mark. The Cripple Creek District
Museum had become one of the region’s most
popular attractions and one of the most talked
about little museums in all the west.
In 1963, the museum acquired the old
Colorado Trading & Transfer Building. One
of the most historically important buildings
in town, it is the
only building
now standing on
Bennett Avenue to
have withstood the
great fires of 1896.
In the museum
complex is the Assay Office, opened
in 1974, where a
visitor may see
exhibits on the geology and history
of the area. Board
members and staff
are either natives
or people who
have lived in the
Cripple Creek District much of their
lives. They add to
the flavor and interest of a museum
visit. The museum
has a large library
and an extensive
collection of
photographs and
archival materials,
Belinda Gail
which have been
used in books, films, and research worldwide.
What of the future? The folks at The Cripple
Creek District Museum will hold to the philosophy
that has guided its operation from the beginning: to
continually preserve and interpret the vital history
of The World’s Greatest Gold Camp.
Director’s Update:
Since that article 30 years ago, many things
have changed, but the history of The World’s
Greatest Gold Camp remains intact at the

by Dave Martinek

T
Museum from the front

Midland Depot Train
museum. Recent additions include the two
historic cabins and the reconstruction of the
Bear Caves from the zoo at Pinnacle Park
in Jeff Miller Park on the museum grounds,
and the ongoing expansion of the museum’s
programs, new exhibitions, and the acquisition
of significant collections from the District. But
that’s another story, to be continued…
The Cripple Creek District Museum will
be holding an Open House on June 14, 2014
at the Trading & Transfer Building on 5th &
Bennett Avenue from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (free
for members, regular admission for the general
public). A benefit performance by Country/
Western singer Belinda Gail will be co-hosted
by the museum at The Gold Bar Theater in
the Imperial Hotel at 2 p.m. Admission for the
performance is $15.00 ($12.00 members).
All museum buildings are open daily from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. from May 15 to October 15.
The main buildings are open weekends only
from October 16 to May 14, or by appointment.
Admission is $5.00 Adults; $3.00 Military/Seniors; Children under 12 Free. Phone: 719-6899540/719-689-2634; contactus@cripplecreekmuseum.com; www.cripplecreekmuseum.com

Rampart Library News
by Anne Knowles

T

he best part of summer is the Summer Reading Program at your library! Rampart Library District has
three programs that run from June 1 through July 31.
“Fizz, Boom, Read” is for children from ages
birth through those entering 5th grade in the fall.
They will receive prizes after every four hours of
reading (for independent readers) or after every 24
picture books are read to them. The program is finished when 12 hours of reading or 72 picture books
have been completed. The final prize is a book.
“Spark a Reaction” is for everyone entering 6th – 12th
grades in the fall with a prize after every eight hours of
reading and the final prize after 24 hours of reading.
“Literary Elements” is for everyone 18 and over
and features prizes after three books and six books
read. Online registration for all programs is available
through the RLD website, http://rampartlibrarydistrict.org. The Annual End of Summer Bash, the “Mad

Scientist Party”, will be held on Friday, July 25 from
10 a.m. to noon at the Woodland Park Public Library.
The Summer Reading Program at the Florissant Public Library kicks off Thursday, June 5 when Beth Epley
will perform her show “Slime” at 11:30 a.m. StoryTime
is every Thursday morning at 10:30 a.m. for preschoolers through 5th graders, with themed stories, activities
and crafts. Tweens and teens will meet on Thursday
afternoons at 1:30. June topics for both groups will be
“Bugs”, Body Parts”, “Bubbles” and “Bedtime”.
Drama Club returns this year with the production
of “Cowgirl Cookie and the Mysterious Disappearance of Grandma Sugar.” Drama Club meets on
Thursday afternoons at Florissant Public Library
from 3 p.m. to 4p.m., with play performances
scheduled at 6 p.m. on both Friday, August 22 and
Saturday, August 23 at the Florissant Grange.
New this summer is the Video Club for kids aged

he 2014 Midland Days Symposium (our 5th annual event) was possibly the best presentation to
date. Thank you again to all who were able to attend.
We hope that you enjoyed the day, enjoyed the history
that was presented, as well as the enthusiasm that settled on the whole crowd as the day progressed. From
my and my fellow presenter’s point of view, we had
the most fun we could have and we hope it showed.
We had a total of 59 in attendance and at the end of
the day about 21 toured the Midland Depot at Divide.
All but a few stayed to the very end.

10-16 who are more interested in what goes on behind
the scenes. Members will learn filming and editing
techniques as they record the play rehearsals and production. For more information on these summer activities, call the Florissant Public Library at 748-3939.
There are exciting new resources at Rampart Library
District this summer. TumbleBooks are animated, talking
electronic picture books for children. They are great for
children learning to read with an interactive web site to help
them develop a love of reading and attain greater success in
school. You may access it from home through a direct link
on the RLD website, http://rampartlibrarydistrict.org.
Magazines available in electronic format have
more than doubled to 113. Just click on the Zinio
eMagazine link on the library website to check out
your favorite magazines through our subscription.
We look forward to seeing you in the libraries
this summer!

Dave Martinek (left), co-founder of Midland
Days at Divide, Inc., presents a bust of John
Wesley to Kenny Funk, Director of the John
Wesley Ranch and Retreat, during the 2014
Midland Days Symposium held on Saturday, May
10. The presentation honors the John Wesley
Ranch’s support of Midland Days over the last
five years. The bust was created by artist Scott
Stearman and was donated for the occasion by
Ralph Holloway and the Seven Arrows Gallery in
Woodland Park. Photo by Ralph Holloway
We raised a little over $4000 in needed funds to assist Midland Days to plan for future symposiums and
to support the growing depot accounts held by both of
our co-sponsors - the Divide Chamber of Commerce
and the Teller Historic and Environmental Coalition.
These funds are used to cover the planning expenses
for developing future grant requests to continue the
renovation of the Divide depot.
Announced during the symposium was the news
that Midland Days at Divide was now a non-profit
corporation. We plan to apply for our IRS exemption
this year - 501(C)3 - and are now accepting memberships. One member signed up during the symposium,
and we welcome others who may want to join. Membership dues are only $25 per year. You can email
midlanddays@yahoo.com to request the membership
form. If you are interested in joining, just print out
the form, fill it out and mail it with your check to
Midland Days, P.O. Box 1088, Divide, CO 80814.
You will receive in return mail a replica of a Colorado
Midland Railroad Pass as your membership card.
Once again, to all who attended, on behalf of the entire
Board of Directors of Midland Days at Divide, and our
co-sponsors, our host (the John Wesley Ranch and Retreat
Center), our presenters and volunteers, “THANK YOU”
for coming, for your interest and enthusiasm and your
generosity. Without you there would be no Midland Days
Symposiums and the thread of Midland history we are
trying to keep alive would be lost.
You are the key. Thank you!

~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~

• Water Heaters

• Tankless Water Heaters
• Boiler Installation
• Kitchen Remodel
Plumbing
• Bathroom Remodel
Plumbing
• Tubs / Showers
• Frozen Pipes & Sewers
• Winterizing Guaranteed

Residential
Commercial

www.OhGetMeAHome.com

Homes
Cabins
Land
Ranches

719-748-1099

Serving
Teller County
since 1999!

HIGH COUNTRY REALTY

John Lloyd Magoon, Broker 2717 W Hwy 24 Florissant CO
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~OUT AND ABOUT~

~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~

Check out these activities going on right here in this area. If you know of an activity we should include, please call one of our reporters or email us at utecountrynewspaper@gmail.com.

4 Mile Community
Baptist Church

8 & 9 REVIVAL at the 4 Mile
Community Baptist Church
6503 CR 11. Sun. June 8th
11 am and Mon June 9th and
Wed. June 11th at 6:30 p.m.
Everyone welcome!

CRIPPLE CREEK

14 The Cripple Creek District Museum will be holding an Open
House. Please see page 27 for
more information.
28 The Help U Club will be at the
Donkey Derby Days on June 28
in Cripple Creek at Hackman
park next to the Parks & Rec.
building on Main Street. We
will have home baked goodies,
a hand made quilt to raffle,
an I-pad to raffle, hand made
kitchen items, decorated vases,
hand made baskets, fun things
to grow and some garage sale
items. Please come and check
out both out. Help us to Help
those in need in our community
27 Aspen Mine Center’s Teller
County Food Distribution from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please bring
photo ID and proof of Teller
County residency.
27 through August 28 Classic
Melodrama & Olio - The Spoilers. When miner Roy Glenister
and his partner Dextry have
their claim jumped, they set
out for justice and vengeance
against the men who stole
their mine. A thrilling tale of
corruption and greed during the
early days of the great Alaskan
gold rush, this classic American
melodrama is filled with action,
romance and intrigue. This
melodrama will be followed by
a hilarious summer olio. Ticket
prices range from $12 to $18
per person. To make reservations visit ThinAirTheatre.com
or call 719-689-3247.

CRYSTOLA

14 Annual Pig Roast and Silent
Auction. The American Legion
Eric V. Dickson Post 1980 in
Woodland Park, will be holding
their annual pig roast and silent
auction fundraiser on Saturday,
June 14, 2014 at the Crystola
Roadhouse located at 20918 E
Us Highway 24. The pig roast
begins at noon with an official
opening ceremony. Delicious
smoked pig and side dishes
served until 3 p.m. or as long as
the piggy lasts. Cost is $10.00
per adult, $5.00 for ages 6 -12
and free for age 5 and under.
Silent Auction begins at 11 a.m.
with final bid at 2 p.m. Auction
items will immediately be
awarded. The fundraiser is open
to public and proceeds go to Post
1980 Community and Veterans
Activities.. More information at
http://post1980.org

DIVIDE

9 & 23 Divide Little Chapel on
the Hill – Food Pantry Distribution 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
For more info 719-322-7610 or
email littlechapelfoodpantry@
outlook.com.

FAIRPLAY

20 & 21 Get your BBQ on at the
South Park Kick Ass BBQ
featuring live music, vendors,
competitors, and a kid’s zone.
Contact 719-836-3410 or www.
southparkkickassbbq.org for
more information.
28 & 29 Beauty and BeaSTIHL
chainsaw arts competition and
timber works event. South Park
Telephone is a proud sponsor
of the BeaSTHIL June 28 &
29. Come visit us at our booth.
Offering High Speed Internet in
Fairplay and Surrounding Areas.
5 Meg $39.95/ Free Installation. No Contract/No Hidden

Equipment Cost. Local Business
– Local Staff. Tech Support 24
hours/7 days a week. Please call
Karon for more information
1-888-837-6400.
South Park Senior Center
The second Wednesday, Senior
Board Member meetings at
9 a.m., except holidays, then
lunch at 11:30 a.m. to 1p.m.,
$6.00 per person, need not be a
senior. Thrift shop open 10 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m., Mon thru Sat. Bargains for all ages. Phone during
thrift shop hours, l0 a.m. to 2:30
p.m., is 719-836-1455. We are
located at Park Senior Center,
6th and Hathaway in Fairplay.

LIBRARY
15 “Divide Depot Museum” Our
host, David Martinek, will talk
about the latest on the Divide
Depot Museum 2 p.m. at the
Florissant Library. Please
call 719-748-3562 for more
information.

FLORISSANT

PIKES PEAK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY MUSEUM
8 ROCK ON ! Fretterd talk
rescheduled. “Rock” star,
Richard Fretterd, is a hero
in the Pikes Peak region. He
donated two of the largest
smoky quartz crystals ever
discovered in North America.
Guests are invited to the Pikes
Peak Historical Society Museum following Fretterd’s talk,
where the “Brother” crystals
will be dedicated. There will
also be a Ribbon Cutting by
the Greater Woodland Park
Chamber of Commerce for
the new Museum parking lot.
Learn more of this Rock Star’s
fascinating life story when they
host Rich Fretterd on Sunday,
June 8, for their monthly
Chautauqua, at 2 p.m. at the
Florissant Library. The Library
is located adjacent to the Florissant Community Park on 334
Circle Drive in Florissant.
Fretterd’s program is presented
as a public service of the Pikes
Peak Historical Society. Admission is free, and refreshments
are served. Seating is limited.
For more information, call
719-748-3562. The Pikes Peak
Historical Society Museum is
located in Florissant at 18033
Teller County Road #1, across
from the Florissant Post Office.
The Museum is open Friday,
Saturday, and Monday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Sunday
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information, call 748-8259.

Florissant Fossil Beds 2014 Summer Seminar Series.
The Friends of the Florissant
Fossil Beds, Inc. and Florissant
Fossil Beds National Monument
have announced the 2014 Seminar Series. The seminars are one
or two day classes covering a variety of topics that include earth
science, biology, the humanities,
and much more. The classes are
open for the general public and
teachers. Teachers can receive
continuing education credit
through Pikes Peak BOCES and
graduate credit through Adams
State University. The fees for taking these day long seminars have
been reduced this year. The cost
of the seminars for non-members
of the Friends is $25.00 while
members pay $15.00. Teachers
interested in credit would pay
an additional fee. Schedule and
titles of classes:
7 National Trail Day & Teen Hiking Contest please see page 11.
12 Making and Using Journals
by Toni Ratzlaff from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
14 Settlers, Scientists, and Saving
the Fossils by Herb Meyer
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
18 Nature Drawing by Toni Ratzlaff from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
20 Wildfire in Colorado’s
Ponderosa Pine-Dominated
Forests: Friend or Foe to Plants
by Paula Fornwalt from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
21 Summer Solstice storytelling,
please read more on page 19.
24 From Planets to Quasars: Our
Place in the Universe by Shane
Burns from 4 p.m. to midnight
26 Discovering South Park’s
Native American Past by Sue
Bender from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information about
seminars, visit the Friends of the
Florissant Fossil Bed’s website
at www.fossilbeds.org/seminars
or call the Monument at (719)
748 – 3253 extension 109.
Florissant Fossil Beds National
Monument is open 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. daily. The entrance fee for
the park is $3.00 per adult (16
years or older) or free with one
of the many federal land passes.
GRANGE
7 Annual Flea Market and Breakfast. Breakfast is from 7:30
a.m. to 11a.m. and the Flea
Market is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
with set up starting at 7:30 a.m.
21 Bike Ride event. Grange will
be serving breakfast and lunch.
Stop by to watch the riders and
enjoy breakfast and lunch.
28 This will be an all-day event:
Starting out with the 2nd
Silver Clay Class (cost of the
class has not been determined
yet. Call 748-5004 for more
information), the taking a break
for the second Zentangle Class
(therapeutic doodling – it is
great fun), and then resuming
the Silver Clay class in the
afternoon. Bring snacks and
something for lunch.
Jam Night - Every Thursday all
year the Grange Hall is open
from 6:00 to 9:00 pm for the
Jammers Music and Pot Luck.

Woodland Park
Senior Citizens Club
W
e are an organization of active adults
who enjoy socializing with other active adults.
The boys come in early and play cribbage,
dominoes, euchre or whatever game is on at
the moment. Monday mornings, quilters set up
and work on their latest. Tuesday mornings our
pool table is available. Mondays and Wednesdays from 12:15 until 3 p.m., several tables
of bridge players take up the activities room.
Wednesday and Friday mornings from 10:30 11:30, we have an exercise program designed
especially for individuals suffering from arthritis but good for anyone. Thursday mornings at
10:30 is bingo and Thursdays after lunch we

PARK
22 Community Yoga at the Florissant Park, Thursdays 10 a.m.
This practice temporarily replaces the 9 a.m. Thursday yoga
class at the Florissant Grange.
Donations accepted, everyone
welcome. Call Debbie for more
info: 719-748-3678.

THUNDERBIRD INN
8 & 22 J. Michael Steele & Bertye
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
15 Band 21 Over 3 jams from 4
p.m. to 7 p.m.
Thursday night is open mic jams
at 7 p.m.
Save the date: July 4 at 1 p.m.
Horseshoe Tournament
July 5 Crosser-Davis afternoon
show. Call 719-748-3968 for
more information.

GUFFEY

7&8 Grammy’s Mountain Market
at the point of Hwy 9 and CR
102, mile marker 21, near
Guffey. Fresh produce, homemade jams, nuts/trail mixes,
canned goods, pure fresh honey,
Canadian wild rice and more!
Begins 9 a.m. to3 p.m. Visit
grammysmtnmarket.co We’ll
be here every other weekend
through October 25 & 26.

LAKE GEORGE

LAKE GEORGE SCHOOL
16 Community Fellowship of
Christians will have youth
sports camp the week of June
16. Call 748-5552 for more
information. Camp will be
held at the Lake George school
starting at 9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Cost is $10.00. Sports offered:
basketball ages 6-12, soccer
ages 6-12, cheerleading ages
6-12, flag football ages 8-12,
team 45 ages 4-5.
LIBRARY – ONGOING
Wed 9 a.m. Low Impact Exercise
1st & 3rd Fri: Lake George Quilt-

have a half hour of Tai Chi with Barb RileyCunningham. Arts & Crafts are scheduled on
Friday afternoons, and we are always on the
lookout for new ideas and new instructors.
Lunch is served Monday through Friday
at 11:45 a.m., provided by the Golden Circle
Nutrition Program out of Colorado Springs.
Recommended donation is $2.25. 2nd and
4th Tuesdays, we have Potluck and a catered
meal along with a program, informative,
educational, or just plain fun.
Membership is $20 per year, and $10 for
snowbirds. Call us at 687-3877 or stop by
312 N Center St in Woodland Park to learn
more and check us out.

ers Square 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
4th Fri: 9:15 Friends of the Library
– Book Clubs “Tainted Tea” and
“Titles” meet afterward.
HELP U CLUB:
We have our meetings the 3rd
Thursday of the month at the
Lake George Community
Center, starting with potluck at
noon and our meeting at 1 p.m.
We are all “Good Cooks.” We
are seeking new members. This
would be a good place for new
members to the community to
meet people while helping out
their community.

50 Years

Les & Laure

TELLER COUNTY

The Teller County Democratic
Party (TellerDems) invites interested persons to attend its 2014
informational and educational
programs, as well as community
events. For details about the
TellerDems calendar of activities, please call (719)687.1813,
Mrs. Ellen Haase.

WOODLAND PARK

DINOSAUR RESOURCE
CENTER
7 Outdoor Family Fun from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Come and join
us for some family fun! Good
food, shale splitting, gold &
rock panning, face painting, kids activity table, Live
Wolves, Cool Science and so
much more. Check out our
website for further details.
15 Father’s Day from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Bring Dad to see the
Dinosaurs! Fathers are FREE
with 1 paid regular adult or
child admission. Dinosaur Resource Center, 201 S. Fairview
St., Woodland Park, CO Please
see our website: http://www.
rmdrc.com for more details.

FARMER’S MARKET
The 24th Annual Woodland Park
Farmer’s Market, every Friday
June through September from
7 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Center and
Henrietta. SNAP welcomed.
Featuring fresh farm vegetables
and local produce, fruit from
the western slope, high-altitude
nursery plants, bakery-fresh
bread, cheese, salsa, jams, pasta,
natural meats (bison and grass
raised chickens). For more information call (719) 689- 3133
or 648- 7286 or email: info@
WPfarmersmarket.com
13 Prospect Home Care and
Hospice’s Bake Sale is June 13
at the Farmer’s Market. Donate
goodies. Call 687-0549 for
more info
HOLISTIC HEALING DAY
10 Practitioners from the Wholistic
Networking Community invite
you to experience the benefits of
holistic services on a first come,
first served donation basis from
10 a.m. to noon. You may choose
from reiki; hand and foot massage; soul work; power prayer
and angelic healing; vibrational
healing, chakra balancing, sound
& flower essences and chiropractic evaluation for optimal nerve
function. Teller County Safe
Harbor, a Woodland Park nonprofit will be the beneficiary of
your donations. Venue: Mountain
View United Methodist Church,
1101 Rampart Range Rd. Woodland Park. FMI: Barbara Royal
719-687-6823.
OUR LADY OF THE WOOD’S
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Group’s Fiesta, Where kids are
fired up about Jesus! Jesus is
our Life, leader, helper, healer,
friend and savior! July 21
through 25, from 9:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Ages 5-11 years old
or K-5th Grades. Fun songs *
Interactive activities * Skits *
Games * Crafts! (Lunch brought
from home needed.) 12 years
to Adult Volunteers are needed.
Contact: Our Lady of the Woods
Church ~ 719 -687-9345 or call
Sister Mary ~ 719 632-4463

We want to be your vacuum store!

Vacuum Repair, Sewing Machine Repair
& New Vacuum Sales
1706 W. Colorado Ave
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

16 Oak Street
Buena Vista, CO 81211

(719) 475-9216

OLD COLORADO
CITY

OLD COLORADO CITY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
14 Children’s Reading Day with
Colorado children’s authors
(see page 11 for more detail).
The Old Colorado City History Center has resumed their
regular hours; the center will be
open Tuesday through Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
bookstore will also be open
during these hours. A schedule
of summer activities can be
seen at their web site - www.
occhs.org or by calling 719636-1225. Admission is FREE.
The Old Colorado City Historical Society is located at 1 South
24th Street, Colorado Springs.
Please call 719-636-1225 for
more information.
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Chapman All Natural Beef

Griggs Vacuums

(719) 395-2202

www.griggsvacuums.com • griggsvacuums@yahoo.com

Look for us at the Woodland Park Farmer’s Market
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PPRH
20 Pikes Peak Regional Hospital
PPRH hosts Ice Cream Social
& Hospital Tours for Senior
Circle Friday, June 20, from 2 to
3:30 p.m., Pikes Peak Regional
Hospital will hold its annual
“Ice Cream Social & Hospital
Tours” for Senior Circle members. The event will be held
in the breezeway between the
hospital and the Medical Center
building. In addition to the
best ice cream this side of the
Mississippi, live chamber music
will be enjoyed and tours will
be conducted every half hour.
Not a member? Then check out
Senior Circle at PPRH.net! The
program promotes healthy living for those ages 55 and older.
Free health related seminars
and social events are held one
to two times a month. One of
the favorite benefits is the 20%
discount in the PPRH Café! For
more information please contact
Karen Earley at 719-686-5802.
PUBLIC MEETING AT CITY HALL
2014 Reconnaissance Survey of
Historic Structures, City of
Woodland Park Monday, June
9, from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
City Hall, Council Chambers
220 W. South Ave., sponsored
by the City of Woodland Park
Historic Preservation Committee. This project is paid for in
part by the a History Colorado
–State Historical Fund Grant.
We hope you will join us!
Refreshments Provided. Call
687-5202 for more information.
SENIOR CENTER
17 AARP Smart Driver Course
Tuesday, June 17, 1:00 - 5:00
p.m. Woodland Park Senior
Center, 312 North Center Street
Call 719-687-3877. Participating states offer price reductions
or discounts on auto insurance
to motorists who complete the
AARP Smart Driver™ Check
with your insurance agent.
19 5th Annual Afternoon Tea &
Serenade OR USE GRAPHIC
on Thursday, June 19th at 2
p.m. in the Afternoon Chamber
music performed by Ute Pass
Chamber Players with Special
Guest Musician, Greg Brazill
Homemade delicacies and
delightful English tea. Victorian
dress encouraged, but not required. Reservations are $12 per
person. Please call 687-3877 or
339-0954 by June 17th to make
your reservations. Sponsored by
Cripple Creek & Victor Gold
Mining Company and Pikes
Peak Regional Hospital.
THUNDER BUTTE
MOUNTAIN SANCTUARY
8 Join us for these fun classes:
“Manifest the life you truly
desire” 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. This
workshop will bring you tools
to improve or create your
dream life. We will unleash
your greater potential in a trusting environment, thru laughter,
meditations, Sacred Space,
clearing and awakening of the
senses. Contact or RSVP and
additional information: Jimena
Yantorno Jimena.yantorno@
gmail.com or 719-306-0772
$25.00 per person.
“Commonwealth of Dreamers” 2
p.m. to 5 p.m. Do you wonder
about the meaning behind your
dreams? Looking for guidance
about a life circumstance?
Learn simple tools that will
expand your consciousness,
help remember your dreams and
give you an opportunity to bring
guidance and healing for yourself as well as your community.
Contact or RSVP and directions:
Muriel Shickman mshick-

man3@gmail.com or 719-7610421 $25.00 per person.

UPHS
Ute Pass Historical Society’s
Main Office and book store
are open year round Wednesday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. Tours of History Park are
available during these hours. A
donation of $5 would be appreciated. A phone call 15 minutes
prior to a tour is recommended
to assure a docent is available.
History Park is located at 231
E. Henrietta Ave., next to the
library. Visit our website at
utepasshistoricalsociety.org. or
call 719-686-7512.
UTE PASS CHAMBER
PLAYERS CONCERT.
29 The Ute Pass Chamber Players present their final concert
of the 2013-2014 season on
June 29 beginning at 3 p.m.,
at High View Baptist Church,
1151 Rampart Range Road.
The program includes music
of Beethoven, Shostakovich,
Quantz, and Vaughn Williams. Featured musicians are
Guy Dutra-Silveira and Angie
Burtz (Oboe), Jay Norman
(Clarinet), Elisa Wicks (Violin),
Eric Wicks (Harpsichord)
and Barb Riley-Cunningham
(Piano). The local nonprofit
organizations selected for
next season’s benefit concert
will be announced after the
intermission. Tickets are $20
($5 for students with valid
school ID) and are available
at ww.utepasschamberplayers.
com or at the door. Please call
686-1798 for more information.
WHOLISTIC NETWORKING
COMMUNITY
17 The Wholistic Networking
Community invites you to meet
area practitioners and learn about
wholistic wellness from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at the Rampart
Public Library, Woodland
Park. Shenna Lee-Belmore,
owner of Sunflowers Garden in
Woodland Park, will be offering
a presentation on reflexology,
originally known as “Reflex
Zone Therapy”. Come join us
to learn what reflexology is and
how it can benefit you. Handouts
and discussion in answer to questions will give you opportunity to
learn a few simple techniques to
assist your own health. For more
information about the Wholistic
Networking Community or to
RSVP, contact Barbara Royal at
719-687-6823 or miraclesofwellness@gmail.com.
19 Saints, Angels, Miracles and
You. Woodland Park Residents,
David Weddle, Professor of
Religion, and Barbara Royal,
Interfaith Certified Spiritual
Director, will be your guides
through an interactive and experiential journey of discovery
of your spiritual resources,
transformation and miracle
making abilities. Explore the
history of wonder workers in
Jewish, Christian and Islamic
traditions to make miracles as
you discover your relation to
saints and angels and your own
ability to be a miracle maker.
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Venue:
Benet Hill Monastery, 3190
Benet Lane, Colorado Springs,
CO 80921. Register: PILLAR
Institute for Lifelong Learning,
Class No. 2087; 719-633-4991.
Fee: PILLAR member $20;
non-member $25; UCC Free.

VICTOR

Ute Trail Muzzle Loaders: shoot
and meetings the last Saturday
of each month at Victor. For
information call 719-684-7780.

Mike Factor, DVM
Veterinarian
mfacto@hotmail.com

Brady Thompson, DVM
Veterinarian
bradydvm@gmail.com

719-687-9201 • wpamc.com
15226 W. Hwy 24 | Woodland Park

Active Life Chiropractic

Flatbed • Tire Changes
WinchOut • Lockouts
Jump Start • Fuel
4 x 4 Mountain Recovery

808 W. Browning Ave
Woodland Park, CO
719-687-7600

FRANK W GUNDY AGENCY, INC.

Teller County’s ONLY
Full Service Towing Company!

Dr. Cheryl Steen, D.C.

e
Jun l! Acupuncture TreatmentsBuy 2 sessions and
cia
e
p
S
get a third for free!

FRANK W GUNDY, AGENT

AMERICAN FAMILY INSURANCE

719-687-9313

101 Sundial Dr Ste B2 | Woodland Park, CO 80863
1765 S. 8th St Ste 100 | Colorado Springs, CO 80905
Office: 719.687.9292 | Fax: 719.687.4205
Email: fgundy@amfam.com

24 Hours / 7 Days
314 N. Hwy 67, Woodland Park, CO Most Motorclubs &
We’ll go where others won’t!
Credit Cards Accepted

My Jerky Shop

BrownÍ s Septic Pumping
“Protect the environment”

P. O. Box 303
Lake George, CO
80827
(719) 748-8095 • Tom Brown, Jr.

Jerky
Never
Tasted
This
Good!

Over 151 Varieties
719-482-8302 ~ MyJerkyShop.com
Jerky – Salsa – Pickles & More
Colorado Made
2 Locations!

Shack – Hwy 24 in Crystola (at Big Pines RV Park)
Main Store – 1826 E Platte Ave, Colorado Springs

We buy
and sell
Land

Ray Zittlosen
Arika Zittlosen
303-921-1101
720-442-3495
www.coloradolandexperts.com

Cuteicles Nails

Professional Nail Service

Acrylic Nails
Gel Nails
Shellac
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm
Sun 12pm-4pm

719-687-9445

Walk-ins Welcome

White Tip
Nail Art
Pink & White

Manicure
Pedicure
Nail Jewelry

1103 East US HWY 24
Woodland Park, CO 80863
In the Safeway Shopping Center

Your Full Service
Shipping &
Business Center
Making it easier to live & work in the mountains
email: lisa@shippingplusco.net
Mon - Fri 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat 9:00 - 1:00
52 County Road 5
719-686-Plus(7587)
Divide, CO 80814
Fax 719-686-9176

10% Discount for Sales of $20 or more!
Tracy E Barber IV, AAMS¬
Financial Advisor

18401 Hwy 24 Suite 212
PO Box 5587
Woodland Park, CO 80866
Bus. 719-687-5962 Fax 877-452-4310
TF. 866-687-5962
tracy.barber@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

ANYTOWN SUBARU
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~ UTE COUNTRY BUSINESS ~
UTE PASS
TheGIFTS
Fragile Edge
& GEMS
N
PE !
O AILY
D

(719) 687-9645

www.woodlandroofing.com

WOODLAND ROOFING COMPANY
Complete Roofing Service

P.O. Box 9002
Dick Barrington 48 Years of Service
Woodland Park
Steve Barrington
Colorado 80866
Owners

we make custom wood signs

318 Victor
Ave. ~ Victor
719-684-2158

Handpainted Glass, Knives and Gifts

719-689-3444

• gold panning • pottery • metal art • handcrafted art
• rocks and gems • sodas • chainsaw art • gifts

8775Bartell
W. Hwy 24 • Cascade
Terry
utepassgifts2@gmail.com

thefragileedge@outlook.com

The Fragile Edge
719-689-3444

Exceptional
Results

Clean, Finish, Log Repair

Matt Bruns • 719-459-7883
www.woodprofinishers.com

Rick Batista • PO Box 998, Divide, CO 80814

(719) 687-6170 • (719) 687-7090 Fax

www.slivkalaw.com • (719) 237-0018

thefragileedge@outlook.com

2

Drilling/Blasting • Rock Stabilization • Soil Nails

~ Located in Woodland Park
~ Free Initial Consultation
~ Payment Plans Available

Terry Bartell

Experience
+
Equipment

Over 40 Years of
Explosive Experience

Michael A. Slivka, Attorney at Law

318 Victor Ave. ~ Victor

Story
SpecialiS
pecialiStSS

Blasting

Capability with a conscience.

- A Fresh Start

Handpainted Glass, Knives and Gifts

Log & Cedar-Sided Homes

BlackWing
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The Fragile Edge Nancy Barlow
8310 So. Valley Highway,
Ste 300
Handpainted Glass, Knives and Gifts Englewood, Co. 80112

318 Victor Ave. ~ Victor

719-689-3444
Terry Bartell

Direct: 719-686-9010
Mobile: 719-237-4536
Fax: 719-686-9011

nbarlow@apmortgageco.com
License#100022184
www.apmortgageco.com
NMLS# 271047
Visit htttp://www.dora.state.co.us/Real-estate
thefragileedge@outlook.com

BBQ in the Mountains
As the lowest-emission AWD hybrid crossover in America,* the 2014 Subaru XV
Crosstrek™ Hybrid helps ensure the places you love are here for years to come.

The Fragile Edge
Handpainted Glass, Knives and Gifts

318 Victor Ave. ~ Victor

719-689-3444
Terry Bartell

thefragileedge@outlook.com

Traditional Version

2014 Subaru Impreza 2.0i
WOODLAND PARK GARAGE DOORS
Geri Salsig,

291-1088 / 684-8888

Broker, e-PRO
Box 46/43 CR 102, Guffey, CO 80820
Bus 719-689-2008 Fax 877-376-6980
WWW.ZLANDLADY.COM
geri@zlandlady.com
®

BANKRUPTCY
Almost always a solution, even
if you have previously filed.

We are attorneys and a debt relief agency.
We proudly file bankruptcies.

Cross Law Firm
719-632-9991 or
800-800-0529
(800-8000-LAW)

Darrell’s Automotive, Inc.
Import & Domestic Repairs

687-3313

MICHAEL BROWN
REPAIRS / INSTALLATIONS

Family Owned & Operated

719.573.6154

3440 N. Academy Blvd, Colorado Springs CO 80917

Monday - Friday 10am to 7pm / Saturday 10am to 3pm / Sunday Closed

WWW.CPR-coloradosprings.com

• Best-in-class fuel economy
• 8.7 inches of ground clearance
• Built in a zero-landfill plant
9

000

$

PER MONTH LEASE/
00 MONTHS/XX,XXX
MILES PER YEAR

391 Rampart Range Rd.
Woodland Park, CO 80863
(719) 651-1658 Cell
virtualps@aol.com

• Income Taxes
• All 50 States
• Small Business Specialists
• Bookkeeping & Payroll
• Quickbooks Pro Advisor

570 E. Chester Ave.
Woodland Park

509 Scott Ave #123
Woodland Park

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

www.TaxTimeUSA.us

(719) 404-1863

• 2014 IIHS Top Safety Pick+
• Partial Zero Emissions Vehicle (PZEV)7

000

$

PER MONTH LEASE/
00 MONTHS/XX,XXX
MILES PER YEAR

2013 Subaru BRZ Premium

EFA

ERA

2014
Subaru Legacy 2.5i
Traditional Version
Automatic

1080 MOTOR CITY DRIVE
• Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive
COLORADO SPRINGS
• 30 mpg hwy3
• 2014 IIHS Top Safety Pick+
• Built in a zero-landfill plant

(719) 475-1920

00,000

$

4

$0,000 Total Due at Lease Signing

$0,000 Total Due at Lease Signing

Pat Schemel - Associate Broker

• Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive
Automatic
• 32 mpg hwy

$0,000 Down Payment
$0 Security Deposit
$0 First Month’s Lease Payment

$0,000 Down Payment
$0 Security Deposit
$0 First Month’s Lease Payment

CPR

Cell Phone Repair

Sedan• Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive

2014 Subaru Outback 2.5i

BESTBUYSUBARU.COM

Traditional Version

• Pinterest.com/
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive
heubergermotors
• 32 mpg hwy2
Family Owned and Operated
• Facebook.com/
2014 IIHS Top Safety Pick+
for Over 43 years.
heubergermotors
• Bluetooth with USB and
Twitter.com/
Committed to the Community we serve.
iPod control capability
heubergermotors
®

®

000

$

$0,000 Down Payment

PER MONTH LEASE/
00 MONTHS/XX,XXX
MILES PER YEAR
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VISIT US

WE ARE THE ONLY LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED TRASH PROVIDER
THAT HAS BEEN SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS.
WE STRIVE FOR CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

CALL US TODAY FOR DETAILS

719-686-7517

3 MONTHS
FREE TRASH SERVICE
WE CAN PROVIDE YOU
WITH A TOTER

719-686-7517

FOR NEW RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS
WHEN YOU SIGN UP FOR 1 YEAR.
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER,
1 PER HOUSEHOLD, EXPIRES 8/30/2014.

SINGLE STREAM RECYCLING
YOU DON’T HAVE TO SORT IT
JUST BAG IT AND TAG IT.

